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(Birief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendstions for action to prevent repetition)

Aircraft ,2-10973 was returning from an operational mission in poor weather
conditions. The pPilot was unable to locate an emergency field under the undercast
and when running out of gasoline climbed back up on top all members of the crew
bailing ocut. The aircraft flew on AFCE until out of gasoline and made a crash
landing in an open field. )

All parachute jumps were successful. One man sustained a minor injury, a
broken bone in his foot, when landing.

The adecident committee contribites this accident 107 to Pilot error and 90%
to weather and fuel conditions. It is believed the Pilot might possibly have
found a field suit.a':.lc_ ;‘p:‘_l_a_mj_'_i_.n_g_;*.ad a greater effort been made.
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STATEMENT

It was noticed that the aircraft was using more gas than could ordinarily
be expected just after we had passed thru the flak beyond the Invasion Fromt.
All gas was transferred between that point and the target. After leaving the
French Coast we knew that there was insufficient fuel to get us back to England
and still stay with the formation. “he Navigator plotted a course which would
cut off the formation and take us as close as possible to the Brest Peninsula.
A}l heavy equipment, except the guns themselves, wers jettispned and the air-
craft picked up speed at the low power seitings used. We passed over the coast
of Bngland at the spot and time given by the Navigator. We were heading for the
auxiliary field of Tangmere. The Radio man could not receive fixes on Liaison
because of so many S0S's being broadcast at the time. The "G" Box went out as
did the Radio Compass. All attempts to use Darky Stations were of no use be-
cause of other planes calling and very poor reception. We finally received
clearante to let domn to 2000 feet by a station I believe to be "Potpurry™, ¢
At 2000 feet there was no break in the overcast and we had lost contact by Com~
mand Radio. We went back over the channel and let down until we could see tha
water which was somewhere between 500 and 800 feet. e then headed inland a-
gain in hope of being able to spot an airfield or some spot to ¢rash land’. We
were flying so low that some of the hills were obscured in the clouds and we
still could see no place to land. At this point the gas was so low that we
couldn't risk flying around any longer. The aircraft was taken up to alout 5000
feet, put on AFCE and the crew was zivea orders to bail out., Just before jump-

ing the # L BEngine was heard to sputter a few times apparently running tu* of

T

gas.

All the crew bailed out successfully and the aircraft landed with no ocne
aboard. Sgt. Willard L. Dacker sustained a broken bone in the right foot as &
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result of the Jump. = .
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\ JACK W. GAZZALE,
2nd 4., Alr Corps,
Pilot.
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Office of the Flying Oontrol Officer
AAY Statiom 130
Ue 8. Army

b Tuly 1944
SUBJECT: Operaticmal Adreraft #42-102973.

™ ¢ Operations Officer, j57th Bombardment Group (H), APO 557, U. 8, Armye.

1. urmﬂtlbz-lbﬂ?amdoudu the Group Operations *J* Form of
25 June 194k for the cperaticnal miasion of that morning.

2¢ 1715, 25 June 1944 Lt. Gazsales called that crew had bailed cut.

3. 1720, 25 June 1944, lst Division Flying Gontrol called that sireraft
#42-10297Y crashed and burned near Zsals.
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Duty Flying Gomtrol Officere
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Photographs of accident not available due to maccuaailtty of

scene of accident.
M«b 6 4511:445"

WILBUR D. SNOW,
Major, Air Corps,
A/C Accident Officer.
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