"19th July 1944"

Posted by W. Kommer on 12/8/2004, 10:27 am

Hello,

on the page "a short history of th 457th Bombardment Group..." | read 3 bombers are lost with 19th of
July 1944... but only 1 crew is found in MACR from 457 BG (42-97601). Whats about the other two planes?
thanks for answer

Posted by craig harris on 12/8/2004, 11:35 pm, in reply to "19th July 1944 "

| think you are correct. The MACR files show only the one a/c 42-97601. So the "history" must be in error. One
possibility could have been loss of two a/c in circumstances that did not trigger a MACR, namely an accident.
However, | checked our accident files and while two aircraft were lost to accidents on 23 July 1944, none are
listed for 19th July. Sorry to be of so little help.

Cheers! craig harris

Posted by W. Kommer on 12/9/2004, 4:59 am, in reply to "Re: 19th July 1944 "3A/C lost"

Hello Craig,

thanks for answer. | asked because of my search for the plane, | posted 11/27/2004. Perhaps

there were really two unknown planes? In my Re. to Willard Reese | told the history. Until now the plane and
the crew are not identified.

W. Kommer

Posted by Jerry Sale on 12/9/2004, 8:18 am, in reply to "Re: 19th July 1944 "3A/C lost"
The Mission 91 narrative lists only 1 plane lost. Don't know whether you saw this or not.

"Information on "Straight Shot" and Lt. Lee E. Hoskins"

Posted by Hyman N. Hirschberg on 12/8/2004, 12:32 pm

| am the brother of Sgt. Jesse J. Hirschberg, who was killed on the last mission of the Straight Shot on February
25, 1944. | came across this Web page and saw "The Mission," about Straight Shot and its crew. | saw thatin a
letter mailed to the family of Lee Hoskins from Ben Snyder that Lt. Hoskins was listed as having disappeared.
My brother, Jesse; Sgt. Wesley Schneider; and Lt. Lee E. Hoskins were all buried together under one headstone
at Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, DC, in a ceremony held before all three families. | have a
photograph of the headstone that | can send once | have an actual e-mail address to sent it to. | am at my
daughter's house until Sunday, December 12, and can be reached at ####@comcast.net. After Monday, |

can be reached at my e-mail address, which is ###@aol.com. Please contact me so | can help give you

further information as | know it as well as the photograph. | look forward to corresponding with you. When
you respond, please put "Straight Shot" in the subject line so we will know it is a safe e-mail to open.

Posted by Jim on 12/9/2004, 12:08 am, in reply to "Information on "Straight Shot" and Lt. Lee E. Hoskins"
Thank you for the note. Please send me a scan of the headstone and | will be more than pleased to post it.

Posted by Patti Smith on 1/29/2005, 10:31 pm, in reply to "Information on "Straight Shot" and Lt. Lee E.
Hoskins"

| have been working on my family history and am really glad | found this post. | believe the Lee E. Hoskins you
wrote about was my mom's first cousin. He was from Hamilton, Butler Co., OH. Lee's father was my
grandfather's brother. | have a picture of Lee wearing his uniform given to me by his sister and Lee's mother.
He was a very hadsome man. They had told me the same story as to there were three soldiers all buried
together. | did not ask them if they have a picture of the grave stone, but would love a copy if you can send me
one. | would be glad to send you the picture of Lee Edward Hoskins.

Patti Smith, Delaware, Ohio

“Fait Accompli Trilogy in the library of choice”

Posted by James L. Bass on 12/10/2004, 11:38 am
The 457th Bomb Group Association has a program which places the Fait Accompli Trilogy in the library of
choice of the families of those who served with the group and were killed in action or in the line of service. If



you are a family member of one who gave his/her life for the cause of freedom while serving with the 457th or
if you know the names of such family members, contact, James L. Bass at (615) #####; fax (615) ####; email-
HitH#HH @bellsouth.net

James L. Bass

“shot from the sky"

Posted by terry henson on 12/19/2004, 10:56 pm

my uncle was one of the crew on (local misson). his name is leonard henson.he is still alive an well and is living
in Keenes ILL. he's told me the story of what happened that day and it was just like the movie.to those suriving
members of the (local mission), email me if you would like to contact him.

terry henson

Posted by Wm.C.Goldsborough on 12/20/2004, 9:47 am, in reply to "shot from the sky"

Terry! Please E-Mail me the Telephone Number and address of Lenny. | had the phone number but have
missed placed it, would like to call and send some info.

Thanks Bill G.P.S. what is your E-Mail address ?

Posted by William (Bill) Henosn on 12/21/2004, 6:27 pm, in reply to "Re: shot from the sky"
Mr.Goldsborough you may reach my father(Leonard) at 618-###t# or email me at ####t@wabash.net. The
documentary was super. Dad said it was extremely accurate and he enjoyed it very much.

Posted by Robert E. Johnson on 12/21/2004, 1:05 am, in reply to "shot from the sky"

Thank you for the response. Yes, | would like to converse with Terry Henson, if you would share his email
address and/or his telephone number.

Regards,

Robert E. Johnson

Posted by Pam Henson on 12/21/2004, 12:05 pm, in reply to "Re: shot from the sky"
####@uiuc.edu

Posted by terry henson on 12/21/2004, 5:44 pm, in reply to "Re: shot from the sky"
to Bob E Johnson my phone # 217-####

"Mission No. 66, LE BOURGET, MELUN, VILLAROCHE,
FRANCE AIRFIELDS - 14 JUNE, 1944"

Posted by Robert E. Johnson on 12/20/2004, 12:39 pm

Dear Sir,

| happen to watch "Shot from the sky" on the History Channel last night.

I would like to share with you a letter sent to a B-24 forum, and other veterans...

I met an 83-year-old gentleman last year after | noticed his name in a local newspaper article regarding
veterans. | am retired from the military, and was interested when the veteran shared his military past.

He described when as a pilot of a B-24 bomber, he was forced to crash-land his aircraft June 1944, and taken
prisoner by the Nazis. He was forced to march from one prison camp to another during the early part of 1945.
He contacted frostbite of all four extremities.

| asked if he was awarded the Purple Heart, and his reply was, "no." | was familiar with the Army Regulations,
600-45 dated 1943, 1944, and Public Law 104-106, dated February 10, 1996 that was the initial recognition for
former POW's who were wounded while in captivity, or while being taken captive.

| assisted the gentleman with the paperwork to process for the award of the medal. The package was backed
by an opinion from a former JAG officer Colonel, U.S. Army retired. He was kind enough to provide a 5-page
letter confirming my interpretation of the two ARs, and the Public Law. The decision is pending.

Since the experience, the deeper the research into this subject, the more American WWII veterans | find that
experienced frostbite are being deprived what was earned. One can place the blame on many sources. They
may include preference, knowledge, support, and state of mind, among others.

| resent the lack of attention for these veterans. How or who can change the trend that has been going on for a



good part of 8 years? It took the U.S. Government 51 years to finally recognize the POW's that were wounded.
| believe the system should be applied more efficiently, and enforced by someone powerful enough.

| took note when that specialist stood up recently in Iraqg, and brought attention to the Secretary of Defense
Rumsfield the lack of armor in vehicles. It sure accomplished a lot.

Do you happen to have a member in your organization that may have the power, or perhaps know of an
individual that does, to correct the lack of recognition these veterans have experienced over 59 years?
There is no doubt there were numerous members of the 457th taken prisoner, and experienced harsh
treatment, including frostbite. | do not understand why | am locating so many veterans that were not
recognized for their sacrifice.

| would appreciate your assistance.

Regards,

Robert E. Johnson

"Tis me sugar or Shoo Shoo Baby, maybe both?"

Posted by Brent on 12/21/2004, 12:11 am

trying to figure out if the burkhart crew flew in both planes as my grandpas flight jacket has Shoo Shoo Baby
Noseart on it. Did airmen fly in different 17's while theirs were repaired. Tis me Sugar lost on 8/24/44 so |
know he didn't go down with that plane, but he may have already flew his 30 mission before that. What little |
do know is that Sid Erickson(my grandpa)was in Glatton, England for nine months some time before october
1944 because of a newspaper clipping of him saying that his furlough after 31 missions would be up on oct 12,
1944 and he was thinking of reasignment to the south pacfic(witch did not happen)l have names of some of
the crew members from the back of a photo, but | do belive most have passed away(including Sid. It would be
most helpful if any of you all know information on his plane or some of the missions he was on. He was a waist
gunner for 24 missions then a togglier for the remainder.Thank you for your help My E-Mail is
####@rushmore.com or you can mail me at Brent Erickson #### Rapid City, SD

Posted by Joe Toth on 12/21/2004, 7:42 pm, in reply to "Tis me sugar or Shoo Shoo Baby, maybe both?"

Brent - To answer some of your questions regarding your Grandfather's missions, so far | have found that he
did fly in 42-97558 - Tis Me Sugar. He also flew in 14 different aircraft for his missions, making a total of 27. All
his missions except one were flown by Burkhart and that one was with Webster There may be other missions. |
am going to send you further information by e-mail.

Posted by Ken Burkhart on 2/24/2005, 6:43 pm, in reply to "Tis me sugar or Shoo Shoo Baby, maybe both?"

| was the pilot of both shoo shoo baby and tismesugar. When we first arrived in the UK, my crew was assigned
Shoo Shoo Babby. Seflew a few missions in that aiplane. Later ,while we

were on pass, the plane was flown by another crew and was shot down or otherwise did not return. We were
then assigned a new silver plane which was named by the ground crew as Tis Me Sugar. My crew flew the
remaining of our tour in that plane. On a personal note,| visited Sid in Minnesota during his 50th wedding
anniversary and enjoyed meeting amny of his family, possibly you.

Posted by Nola Alllen Keyton on 4/13/2005, 9:31 am, in reply to "Re: Tis me sugar or Shoo Shoo Baby, maybe
both?"

My brother, Elbert Q. Allen was a ball turret gunner on the "Tis Me Sugar"

The plane never returned from it's mission in 1944

Posted by Mike Cox on 4/26/2005, 10:06 pm, in reply to "Re: Tis me sugar or Shoo Shoo Baby, maybe both?"
My uncle was Lt. Teddy G. Shaw, the pilot of "Tis Me Sugar" on 24 Aug 1944 when the plane did not return
from its mission. My mother, is Lt. Teddy G. Shaw's only sister. She is 81 and | would very much like to be able
to tell her we know where the plane went down. Even now she would like to know what happened. We have
many old letters that were shared between the relatives of the crew after the war hoping for better news. | am
sure she would like to hear from a relative of the crew on that flight.

The only reports I've read indicate it dropped out of formation while enroute to the target and no enemy
aircraft were observed. It is unclear if the aircraft was hit by enemy fire or had other problems. The fate of this
aircraft is a great mystery to our family.



"14 February 1945 - Landings on the continent"

Posted by Luc Vervoort on 12/26/2004, 4:45 pm

Hi !

Several planes of your unit made a forced landing on the continent on February 14, 1945.
Who can supply me more details, sa serials, crews and locations of the forced landing.
Merry X-Mas and Happy New Year

Luc

Posted by Jerry Sale on 12/27/2004, 9:28 am, in reply to "14 February 1945 - Landings on the continent"
If you have not already done so, if you type in Mission 186, kraut kursher and ruth anne, in the

search box, you can get some information. Hopefully, you can get some other replys from guys that were
directly involved.

"Lost Uncle (B-24 Co-pilot)"

Posted by Tom Duffy on 12/31/2004, 10:55 pm

| am seeking information on my Uncle 2nd LT Thomas Joseph Duffy. He was a co-pilot on a B-24 and his Sqdn
(757th Bomber Sgdn)took off from Florida and was never heard from again. They were supposedly heading for
the Mediteranian. He is listed as KIA on 14 Jan 1944. His name is listed on a monument in Battery Park, New
York City. He was from Louisville, KY.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/5/2005, 8:39 am, in reply to "Lost Uncle (B-24 Co-pilot)"

This is probably the wrong web site for your question although you may get some good advice where to look.
I'd suggest doing an Internet search on the 757th bomber sqdn and see if the bomb group this squad was
attached to has a similar site to the 457th. Good luck.

“Newsletter 2005”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 1/3/2005, 12:02 am

Just wanted everyone to know that the newsletter was taken to the printer today, January 2. They promise to
have it done by 3:30 Thursday, Jan 6. It takes 2 days to prepare for mailing, but since our bulk mail office is
closed on Friday, | will not be able to mail until Monday, January 10. | had hoped to have it in the mail this past
week, but these things always take longer than | think they will. Anyway, look for yours by the end of the week
of January 10...a bit longer for England.

“Artwork”

Posted by John Kuna on 1/8/2005, 7:40 pm

My name is John Kuna. | am realist painter and a mural artist. My work has been featured on National
Television and can be seen in the form of large-scale mural paintings in public installations across the Greater
United States and Canada.

| have recently completed a large, 6x9 foot painting of two B-17G Flying Fortress bombers returning to base in
Italy after a completed mission. This is an unusual piece of historic aviation art both in scale and in it’s close up
perspective of the aircraft, which has allowed me to depict it in greatly accurate detail.

This is the first in a series, which | intend to produce, depicting Allied Forces heavy bombers of the Second
World War. | have held a deep fascination with historic aircraft from that period, since childhood, which was
inspired originally by the B-17. Therefore, it made sense that that should be the first depicted.

Currently, this painting is still available for auction on E-Bay, which can be accessed through the following link:
http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPL.dII?Viewltem&item=6502859834

| would greatly appreciate if you could please forward this information to any party interested in the



purchasing the piece as | am very proud of this artwork and hope to produce others in the same standard of
quality. Your help in allowing as many people as possible to be aware of it would benefit me greatly.

| can be reached at: ####@yahoo.ca or 416-####

Yours truly,

John Kuna

"Missing Airman"

Posted by Gene Westerman on 1/11/2005, 6:54 am

Trying to locate any information on a B-17 gunner

George S. Hamilton who was KIA in WW II. George was from Elgin, IL. and was an only child which makes it
hard to trace his Bomb Group & Squadron.

Wondering if anyone who reads this post can give mw any details on the untimely death of George.Also would
like to know a web-site on order to gey a MACR.... Missing Air Crew Report.

Thank you, Gene Westerman...S.Elgin IL.

Posted by Willard Reese on 1/13/2005, 11:57 am, in reply to "Missing Airman"

Gene,

If you will go to the following URL you will find instructions on how to obtain MACR's. It takes some time to get
them but it's worth the effort. Note also that they are microfiche cards and you will need to have a microfiche
reader to view them.(or go to your local library.....there is usually one there.)
http://457thbombgroup.org/KIA/macr.html

Posted by Bob Benos on 1/13/2005, 12:36 pm, in reply to "Missing Airman"

Gene: Research your name on this website which | have found to be very useful.
http://www.accident-report.com/

There appears to be an available accident report for George S. Hamilton.(1944)Good Luck

“Technical plane info wanted”

Posted by Mike Eustace on 1/13/2005, 7:02 am

Hello Gentlemen,

| wonder if anyone can help me in understanding why there appears to be a difference in the take-off checklist
between the US Pilot Manuals and the British Pilot's Notes for the B-17G?

| had read that the B-17G was quite tail heavy compared to earlier models, and this appears to be borne out by
the British Pilot's Notes which refer to Trim for take-off of 1 1/2 divisions nose heavy. | assume this means that
the nose had to be trimmed down for take-off to compensate for the heavy tail.

In the US Pilot Manuals, the description is simply "Trim Tabs-set". Can anyone advise on whether or not US
pilots actually trimmed nose-down for take-off in order to compensate for the heavy tail, and were there any
specific conditions that might require this.

It would also be interesting to know how many divisions of trim were available, in order to gauge some idea of
how sizeable 1 1/2 divisions of trim would be.

One last question: were there any conditions under which flaps would be deployed for take-off?

The British pilot's notes state "Flaps Up" for take-off, whereas the US Pilot's Manual appears to not mention
flaps, suggesting that they were not used in take-off at all.

Thank You for your time.

"Information on a J.Piekielko, 457th BG "

Posted by Donna Jefferies on 1/17/2005, 3:24 pm

There is a photo that appeared on the 8th Air force News, Nov.1994 issue cover photo,and it says that it was
made on Sept. 1944 and contributed by J.Piekielko. The same photo appears in the book "Raiders of the Reich"
about page 97 and they list it as being taken in Oct.1943 of the 306th BG. My father-in-law was in the 306th
BG and would like to know which one is right.He believes the photo was taken on March 6,1944. He was a
tailgunner and flew out of Thurleigh, England.Any info will be appreciated. Thanks.

Posted by JOE TOTH on 4/14/2005, 10:07 pm, in reply to "Information on a J.Piekielko, 457th BG "



YOU ARE IN THE WRONG BOMB GROUP. TRY 360TH B.G

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/19/2005, 2:28 pm

Two undersung heros died on this date and | thought they should be remembered. Hedy Lamar & Bill Mitchell.
Hedy Lamarr

Birth: Nov. 9, 1913

Vienna

Wien, Austria

Death: Jan. 19, 2000

Altamonte Springs

Florida, USA

Actress. Daughter of a prominent Viennese banker, she gained notority as a teen for running through the
woods nude in the 1933 Czech film "Ecstasy". She later married a wealthy arms manufacturer Fritz Mandl.
After three years of marriage, and fearing the threat of Adolph Hitler, she left her husband and homeland of
Austria in 1937. In London she met Louis B. Mayer of MGM, who signed her to a contract, and sent her to
Hollywood. At a dinner party given by Janet Gaynor, Hedy met George Antheil. Shortly after this meeting, Hedy
Lamarr and composer George Antheil invented and patented a secret communications system, U.S. Patent
2,292,387. The patent was applied for June 10, 1941, and received August 11th, 1942. The purpose of the
system was to provide reliable and jam proof control of long range torpedoes. The system involved the use of
the frequency hopping principles of Spread Spectrum radio. However it was 20 years before it was put to
effective use by the United States Navy in torpedo guidance systems, and 40 years before it was permitted by
the FCC to be used in commercial radios. Among other things, Spread Spectrum forms the basic principle that
allows the use of simultaneous multi-channel operation used in modern digital cellular telephone systems.
Spread spectrum is the basis for the communications security of the strategic $25 billion MILSAT Defense
communications system. In addition to her invention, Hedy Lamarr once raised $7,000,000 selling war bonds in
a single evening during WW 1. (bio by: Bill Walker)

Search Amazon.com for Hedy Lamarr

Burial:
Cremated, Ashes scattered.

William "Billy" Mitchell
Birth: Dec. 29, 1879
Death: Jan. 19, 1936

United States Army General, Aviation Pioneer, Special Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient. At the start of
the Spanish-American War, he enlisted in the Army as a Private, and rose rapidly in the Signal Corps, which at
first, controlled the development of Army aviation. In 1916, he learned to fly, and became the air adviser to
General John J. Pershing in World War I. At the end of the war, Mitchell was promoted to Brigadier General,
and made assistant chief of the Air Service, becoming the leading advocate of the air forces' independence of
the Army and the Navy. His belief in the future of military aviation developed resistance among leaders of the
traditional Army and Navy, especially his claims that the Air Force made large capital surface ships obsolete. In
1921, he demonstrated this by attacking a surrendered German battleship, cruiser and a destroyer, sinking all
three by bombers in less than 20 minutes, and to counter those who argued that American ships could not be
sunk, repeated the demonstration on three obsolete American battleships. To counter critics that said the
bombers sank those ships because they were undefended, he had aerial targets towed behind bombers
parallel to antiaircraft guns, who then attempted to knock down the targets - after an hour of firing all their
guns at the aerial targets, only one target had been hit, by one bullet - every target had been missed. In
October 1924, his critics sent him on an extended tour of the Far East, but when he returned, Mitchell
predicted that the next war would be with Japan, that Japan would attack the American fleet at Pearl Harbor
without warning and without a declaration of war while negotiating peace, and that the next war would be
one between airplanes and submarines, with the surface fleet being subordinated to the role of transporting
Army troops and supplies. Al that he theorized came true just 15 years later. When his critics silenced him, he
went to the public to obtain support for a proper national defense. His critics then had him court-martialed for



insubordination, and the board ordered him suspended from service for five years. Rather than accept the
courtmartial verdict, he resigned from the Air Service. Broken, he died shortly afterward in New York City. In
1946, Congress awarded him the Medal of Honor for his efforts to warn the country of what he foresaw, even
at the cost of his career and life. (bio by: Kit and Morgan Benson)

Search Amazon.com for William Mitchell

Burial:

Forest Home Cemetery
Milwaukee

Milwaukee County
Wisconsin, USA

Record added: Jan 1 2001

"need help"

Posted by Erwin on 1/24/2005, 7:21 am

Hello everybody,

who can help me with the following!? | am looking for the right place to obtain: mission reports (who flew
what missions) strikephoto's, Summary Reports, crash information etc. Can anybody else also tell me where |
can find any information concerning a crash of a b-17 and a flyer who was arrested by the Germans (example
interregation reports etc)

It would mean a lot to me if anybody can help me!!!!

Erwin

Posted by Joe on 1/24/2005, 1:05 pm, in reply to "need help"

Number 1: | NEED A NAME before | can start my search. | may be able to help as to what missions anyone flew,
target, aircraft number and name, summary reports, strike photos, etc. | will need your e-mail address and
phone number. You can e-mail me at ####@juno.com

"Conington Village & church"

Posted by Jeff Connington on 1/24/2005, 2:14 pm

My grandfather and his brothers emmigrated to the US and Canada in the early 1900"s. His name is Oswald,
and brothers James & Thomas. The were chicken farmers in Vineland NJ, and Oswald moved to Rocky
Mountain House Alberta and raised horses and built a log cabin. His wife Eva Bachman died up there after
giving birth to my dad Russell who was a B24 Bomb/Nav. in WW2, and survived 35 missions including the
Lopresti Qilfield bombing. Soon | will visit Conington (Connington) UK. Syracuse NY & Savannah GA homes. |
am retired FAA Air Traffic and now Airline Transport Pilot on Kingairs. E-Mail me!

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/27/2005, 8:51 am, in reply to "Conington Village & church"
Are you a relative of someone that the village was named after?

Posted by Sheila on 1/27/2005, 1:20 pm, in reply to "Conington Village & church"

Jeff, if you are wanting to visit the old home base of the 457th, you will need to make sure you go to the village
of Conington, which is half way between Peterborough and Huntingdon.

You may be unaware that there is also another Conington in the local East Anglia area. That one is situated on
the outskirts of Cambridge.

Two completely different villages with completely different history.

"looking for"

Posted by Errin on 1/30/2005, 2:35 pm
Hello everybody,
I am doing some research and | really need to find to following people:



Hugh C. Sloan Jr.,749th/Irwin Rosen,748th/Homer D. Reich,749th/Marshall H. Hoyt,749th/Leo B.
Bunker,749th/Robert W. Kelley,749th/Allen D. Sheakley,749th/Ernest T. Salzer,751th and Delbert L.
Bellinger,751th.

| hope somebody can tell me where | can find these guys. | want to ask them a couple of short questions | they
are still amongst us.

Thanks a million!

Errin

Posted by Willard Reese on 1/30/2005, 8:45 pm, in reply to "looking for"
Errin,

A few years back we listed in our membership two of these men.
Delbert Bellinger

Perris, CA

L. Bradley Bunker

Franklin, ME

Hope this helps.

Willard

Posted by craig harris on 1/31/2005, 10:33 am, in reply to "looking for"

I think that | recall that Hugh Sloan was copilot to Charles (Chuck) E. Barrier, both of whom are alive at last
information. Sloan is not listed in the current 457th BGA roster, but Barrier can be reached at, Concord, NC, tel
704-####. Good luck. Cheers! craig harris

Posted by John Pearson on 2/1/2005, 2:16 pm, in reply to "looking for"

Willard Reese gave you Bunker's summer address. His winter address is shown as Naples, FL, (941)#t##.
Del Bellinger's phone number is (909)####.

Capt. Ernest T. Salzer's widow is listed as a 457th BG Assn. member.

John Pearson, 457th Treasurer

Posted by Errin on 2/8/2005, 2:15 am, in reply to "Re: looking for"
Thank you for your replies! It means a lot to me.

Best regards,

Errin

Posted by Errin on 1/30/2005, 2:38 pm

Hello again,

can anybody tell me where | can find the reports (abschussmeldung) made by the Germans if their FLAK
hit/claimed one of the B-17!? Can | find that in German or in American archives?

Thanks a million!

Errin

"B-17 pilot"

Posted by Pam Granger on 2/6/2005, 2:09 am

| have no idea if you can help but am looking for a cousin, Lt. Col. Thomas Kenny who was a pilot on a B-17
during WW2. He flew with Lemay on a flight over Europe and that is about all | know about his experience. He
was stationed at Wright Patterson AFB in the 1950's. He was also stationed in Spain after the war and had 3
kids one, Susan was born there. Any help you can give me or at least point me in the right direction would be
helpful.

Pam Granger

Rathdrum, Idaho

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/6/2005, 1:21 pm, in reply to "B-17 pilot"



You did not give us much to go on. Did Col Kenny stay in the Air Force after the war? My suggestion would be
to open Google and enter "Thomas Kenny" (with the quotation marks). This will bring up the links to hundreds
of Thomas Kennys.......... you might find something there.

Have you checked the SSDI? He may be deceased.

Hope this helps a little.

Willard

Posted by Pam Granger on 2/7/2005, 1:30 am, in reply to "Re: B-17 pilot"

Yes | did try the ssdi lists and could not find him. Thomas Kenny was in WW2 and flew a bomber in europe. He
was stationed in Spain for some time after the was and then at Wright Patterson AFB in the 50's. He was
written up in a book about Pilots in WW2 and Mentioned about the flight with Lemay. This is all that | know.
How about service records or maybe the AFB in Dayton. | even checked out cemetary records for him in
Military sections. Thanks anyway...Pam

ll L3 Ll L] L] ”
William Filicky
Posted by Franz Filicky on 2/8/2005, 9:52 pm
William Filicky was a radio operator on Flak Dodger. | was just thinking of him and decided to look at the 457th

website. He passed away almost 2 years ago, 19 March 2003. Does anyone remember him and might have
some stories to pass on to me.

"Swastika on B-17"

Posted by Paul on 2/10/2005, 7:02 pm

My Dad was a photographer stationed in England during the war. Included among the photos he brought back
is a shot of a wrecked tail section of a B-17 in a field. Alongside the tail section is what looks like a Heinkel 111.
Now the interesting part. The tail number is very obscure -- covered in what looks to be a camoflage pattern-
but above the numberis a "U" on a white triangle field. In all the years I've looked at this picture, until | ran it
into Photoshop | never noticed there is a faint but unmistakeable swastika laying in white on top of the "U"
and the triangle. The tail section has numerous bullet holes.

What might this be all about?

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/10/2005, 7:29 pm, in reply to "Swastika on B-17"

Paul,

Why don't you post a link to the photo so we can all see it. Also, do you know where the photo was

taken....... in the UK or in Germany? Any numbers visible on the tail? Can you associate this picture with a date?
With more information I'm sure we can give some answers.

Willard

Posted by Paul on 2/10/2005, 7:42 pm, in reply to "Re: Swastika on B-17"
Will do. | can (maybe) barely make out a couple tail numbers using the original film print but I'll wait to see
what comes up from the photo.

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/11/2005, 9:47 am, in reply to "Re: Swastika on B-17"

Paul,

This is truly an unusual photo. I've enlarged it and done all the tricks | know to try to obtain more detail
without success.

Here is my best guess. First that the photo was taken in Germany in an aircraft junkyard after the war (because
of the dilapidated condition of the arcraft and the weary-looking Heinkle along side). Second, the camouflaging
of the tail section is unlike any | ever saw during the war and probably was a repaint job.

Third My guess: During the war the Luftwaffe managed to recover and restore some shot-down B-17's and
flew them into our formations. My guess is that this might be one of those aircraft and that the Germans
originally had a swastika on the tail of the aircraft. When they decide to use it against our formations, they
camouflaged over the swastika and added the 457th triangle U. With weathering of the paint over time, the
imprint of the swastika showed thru the paint.

This is my wild guess. What's yours?

Anyway, it's a most unusual photograph.



Willard

Posted by Paul on 2/11/2005, 10:06 am, in reply to "Re: Swastika on B-17"

Thanks Willard, | appreciate your insight. | didn't want to confust the issue but yes, my Dad did take this shot in
Germany after the war and before he was shipped back home. He was a photographer for the AAF and
probably worked in one of those Photo Labs at Glatton you have pictures of on the website.

I'm sure you tried to make out the tail number as | did also. | can barely see (reading RIGHT to left) an '8',
maybe a '2' and maybe another '8'. The camo is overlapping and obscuring the numbers. Reading the excellent
database on B-17's | have a couple possibles but IMHO this is a good time for discretion. Anyway, the numbers
are very indistinct and who is to say the Nazi's didn't change them too.

FWIW, I've got a BUNCH of 4x5 negatives I'm going to run thru a scanner and if anything more pops up of
interest regarding this plane or "Que Up" 4-298024 (another photo taken in England sitting on the grass) I'll let
you know.

Sure learned a lot doing this research on this plane and on Que Up -- my hats off to you guys for getting in
those things ONCE far less a second time knowing what you were flying into. My Dad used to talk about all the
German fighter planes just sitting on the rural highways at the end of the war and how the US Army just
bulldozed 'em off the road, Me-262's, 109's, FW190's etc. I'll look to see if he has any pix.

Thanks again -

Posted by Christer Bergstrém on 2/11/2005, 12:08 pm, in reply to "Re: Swastika on B-17"

| think this aircraft might have been part of the so-called "Wanderzirkus Rosarius" - which toured German
fighter units displaying captured Allied aircraft, including B-17s.

See: http://www.ianallanpublishing.com/catalog/product_info.php?cPath=244 246&products_id=23056
BTW, the aircraft in the background looks more like a Caproni CA 313/314.

All best,

Christer Bergstrom

http://www.graf-grislawski.elknet.pl/index.htm

http://www.bergstrombooks.elknet.pl/bc-rs/
http://www.bergstrombooks.elknet.pl/messerschmitt-ace/index.htm

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/11/2005, 2:51 pm, in reply to "Re: Swastika on B-17"

Paul,

Eureka! | think we've found the answer. Take a look at photos of B-17's captured by the Germans with
swastika markings. One may even be the aircraft in your photo. Check both the link below and the photo.
Check especially the section of the website (warbirdsresourcegroup.org) titled "B-17 in Kampfgeschwader
200".

Willard

Posted by Paul on 2/12/2005, 10:04 am, in reply to "Re: Swastika on B-17"

What an interesting bit of history from one photo taken sixty years ago. Seeing one of the pirated B-17's flying
with a swastika on the tail must have been a real eye-opener. | checked out the website Willard. Many
fascinating photos and lots of good info. It is possible the aircraft with the "8" on the tail is the intact version of
the destoyed unit in my photo.

Wish my Dad was still alive to hear this. Oddly enough, he didn't have all that much interest in the photos he
took or the time-period. Don't think he cared all that much for the military 'experience'. He did mention being
seasick for a couple weeks straight coming over on the troop ship so maybe there's a real advantage in being a
B-17 crew member!

Here's a pic of my Dad.

"Norman J Erbe - Pilot, lowa Atty Gen and Governor"

Posted by Bill Murray on 2/11/2005, 11:18 pm

Hi All,

My father-in-law, Bill Coan, was a close friend of Norm Erbe. Norm flew with the 751st Squadron as a Pilot. Bill
Coan was a Brig. General with the National Guard (he joined as a Buck Private). Norm gave Bill a book he'd
written called - Ringside at the Fireworks. A great narrative of his 32 missions over Nazi Germany. Both men,



unfortunately, passed away in 2000. Does anyone know what Norm's planes were named? I'm doing some
research and haven't been able to pin this info down. I live in LAS VEGAS, so if anyone is coming out here, just
let me know and | buy the first couple of rounds!

Best regards,

Bill Murray

#it## Las Vegas, NV

Tel: 702-####

Cell: 702-####

Posted by Joe Toth on 2/21/2005, 10:35 pm, in reply to "Norman J Erbe - Pilot, lowa Atty Gen and Governor"
Bill - Here is what | have found: Erbe flew 25 missions, but there may be more. So far, | find that he flew in 15
different aircraft. Nine of those aircraft had names. I'll name a few:42-31630 was called Pakawallop. 42-97060
was called Calamity Jane Il. | don't know exactly how many of these you want. It might be better for me to mail
them to you. If you are looking for total missions that he flew I'll continue my search. Are you interested in
finding someone who flew with Erbe?

Joe Toth

Posted by Bill Murray on 2/22/2005, 9:37 am, in reply to "Re: Norman J Erbe - Pilot, lowa Atty Gen and
Governor"

Joe,

Thanks for your reply and helpful information! It looks like you did some great research. | wasn't aware that a
pilot would be assigned so many planes, but 25-plus missions is a long haul. | would love to be in contact with
one of Norm's former crew members.

Also, tell me more about yourself Joe. Do you ever get over to Las Vegas? Just let me know whenever you're
coming to "Sin City". We have a great airshow in the fall. I'll send you the dates later.

Bill

"A B-17 Co-Pilot Remembers"

Posted by Sheila on 2/12/2005, 11:53 am

Does someone please have an up to date e-mail for Mr Blakebrough? The one that is published in the last
newsletter doesn't seem to be working, and | would like to contact him to purchase a copy of his above book.
Thanks.

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/12/2005, 12:49 pm, in reply to "A B-17 Co-Pilot Remembers"

Sheila,

| know that Ken changed his email address some time ago. His address now is: ####@wmconnect.com
If this does not work let me know, please.

Willard

Posted by Sheila on 2/12/2005, 1:18 pm, in reply to "Re: A B-17 Co-Pilot Remembers"
Thank you Mr Reese.

| will try that.

It's good to see you back on the message board, and | hope you are staying well!

Posted by Ken Blakebrough on 2/12/2005, 7:17 pm, in reply to "Re: A B-17 Co-Pilot Remembers"
Sheila, this is my e mail address.
H#i###@juno.com

Posted by Ken Blakebrough on 2/12/2005, 7:20 pm, in reply to "Re: A B-17 Co-Pilot Remembers"
Oops, should read ####@juno.com

"Que Up 4-298024"

Posted by Paul on 2/13/2005, 10:16 am



My Dad took this shot in England. The "8" almost looks like a "3" but under a hand glass/photoshop, the
peeling paint of the "8" becomes clear. The aircraft is identified as Que Up. Strangely enough -- a coincidence
that extends across sixty years -- this is the same aircraft as drawn on the header logo of the message board.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 2/18/2005, 2:02 pm, in reply to "Que Up 4-298024"
Currioulsy enough, this plane has one of my top 5 nose arts of this site. | wonder what whoever drew Sussie
Sags Sump was thinking? That's a real unusual one.

“G.D. Ofiesh”

Posted by John Bartlett on 2/17/2005, 9:59 am
Was there a gentleman by the name of G.D. Ofiesh who flew with the 457Th B.G.?...Thanks.

“Maguire's Chophouse"

Posted by Kim Shorer on 2/23/2005, 11:07 pm

My dad was Rudy Schroer. He passed away in 1993 at age 68.

Growing up he didn't talk much about the war, except to say that "MaGuire's Chophouse"--depicted by an
outhouse-- was the NY restaurant owned by the pilot's father. But late in life my friends and | (who are all
aviation fanatics) bugged him enough to hear the stories.

He flew 17 missions before McGuire started leading flights. At that time the ball turret was replaced by a radar
unit and Dad was forced off of the crew. He flew another 18 missions on various other ships but missed being
part of the crew.

| wish he could have been to a reunion with his pals before he died.

I'd love to hear from anyone who knew him.

I'd post the one picture | have showing the entire crew, but there doesn't seem to be any way to make an
attatchment. Hopefully someone can tell me how.

KPS

"Webmaster note"

Posted by Jim Derk on 2/24/2005, 8:05 pm

Some of you may have noticed my scarceness here of late... i apologize. | am in the final weeks of my MBA and
am spending every waking moment writing and editing my thesis. | complete my studies on 3/30 and will again
take an active role in these parts. Thank you, Hap, for stepping up, as usual.

JIm

Posted by Jerry Sale on 2/25/2005, 8:36 am, in reply to "Webmaster note"
Congratulations on completing your MBA and thanks for your work on the site.

Posted by craig harris on 2/25/2005, 10:00 am, in reply to "Webmaster note"

Jerry is right! Congratulations and you take care of first priorities first. Right now that MBA is the first priority.
We appreciate what you do for us sufficiently that we can patiently wait until you get your head above water.
Good luck. cheers! craig

Posted by JIm Derk on 3/31/2005, 10:47 pm, in reply to "Re: Webmaster note"

| have finished my MBA (with high honors even) and am back in the saddle. Thanks for your understanding and
patience!

Jim

"Info or pictures of my dad and B-17"

Posted by Dan Bell on 2/25/2005, 12:46 pm

My dad flew with the 457th, 751sq.. His name is A.W. Bell but went by the name "Louisiana Red". I'm proud of
his service to our country through the 457th, and am happy to let all know that he is alive and well at the age
of 83 with plenty of grandkids and great-grandkids to keep him busy. | would greatly appreciate any photos of



him, the crew he flew with, and if available the B-17 he flew on. Many thanks for any info/pics sent along. Also,
many thanks and God bless to ALL who were assigned to the 457th. BG!

Posted by Joe Toth on 2/26/2005, 10:17 pm, in reply to "Info or pictures of my dad and B-17"

Dan - After much research, | find that your Dad flew 34 combat missions in 17 different aircraft and with 12
different pilots. He flew 8 times with Sikkenga, who was my pilot for 20 of my missions. Your Dad also flew 5
times in aircraft #505, the Miss Cue. | also flew nine times in #505 as a tail gunner. It was one of the three
positions your Dad flew. The mission loading lists are where the above information comes from, and these are
for sale. A loading list consists of all crews that flew that day - in this case, the 751st squadron. They also show
the aircraft number. It's possible your Dad may remember some of the names on these lists and some may still
be alive. If | can be of further help, let me know.

Posted by Dan Bell on 2/28/2005, 3:57 pm, in reply to "Re: Info or pictures of my dad and B-17"

Thanks a bunch for your response! How can | go about purchasing these loading list? They would be a huge
help. Dad had a lot of momentos from his B-17 days stored away in a trunk. However, in the early 60's, we had
a fire in our house and the trunk was one of the things destroyed. Even his leather flight jacket was in there.
Boy to get that trunk back! Thanks again to you, and have a great day.

Posted by Joe on 2/28/2005, 10:49 pm, in reply to "Re: Info or pictures of my dad and B-17"

Dan - | may have found other information pertaining to your Dad's missions. If you will send me your e-mail
address I'll get back to you as soon as | can. When you e-mail me, could you include your phone number. My e-
mail address is ####@juno.com.

"Mission Loading Lists"

Posted by Dan Bell on 3/1/2005, 4:14 pm, in reply to "Mission Loading Lists"
Thanks Joe. Don't have a phone at home. | have to e-mail from work. Would appreciate greatly your info
though. Have a great day!

Posted by Dan Bell on 3/3/2005, 3:30 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission Loading Lists"
Thanks a bunch Joe for anything you can shoot my way. My e-mail address is ####@hotmail.com. Looking
forward to hearing from you and anybody conneted with the 457th. This site is a great resource!

“Info on Ned 'Marc' Yelich”

Posted by Dale Yelich on 2/25/2005, 2:18 pm

My father, Ned 'Marc' Yelich passed away in 1971. | was only a boy back then, and we almost never talked
about waht he had done in the war. | have just found his military wallet complete with documents,
immunization records, things like that, but it really gives me no idea as to his duties except that he had an
engineering clearance, | believe. He also won 4 bronze battle stars, and | would love to know why. ANY info
would help, and | would love to write to anyone that wants to chat. THANKS-Dale

“Info life in WWII”

Posted by Errin on 3/9/2005, 4:05 am

Hello,

to get a better understanding of how you veterans lived during WW Il | would like to ask two questions.

1. Is it true that people avoided friendships at base because they were affraid that their new friend wouldn't
survive his next mission. To protect yourself from gettin' hurt.

2. Did it happen that a name was put on a MACR as eyewitness but that the eyewitness didn't see anything at
all?

Thank's a million,

Errin

"Copilot E.C. Maxey, Jr."

Posted by John Bartlett on 3/9/2005, 5:20 pm



| was wondering if anyone has any information on a copilot who flew with the 457th B.G. His name is Lt.
Edward C. Maxey, Jr. What I'm looking for is if he was ever a member of the Association and how to contact
him if he is still alive. I'm also looking for anyone who flew in the same air crew. Any other information would
be very helpful.

Thanks.

Posted by Ray Pobgee on 3/10/2005, 5:30 pm, in reply to "Copilot E.C. Maxey, Jr."

If you look at the 457th Home Page and put the name 'Maxey' into the Search block,follow it through and you
will be rewarded with a photograph, from Bernie Bains collection, of a lead crew in Jan 1945. Ed Maxey is one
of this crew. They are all named in the attachment.

Posted by craig harris on 3/13/2005, 9:14 pm, in reply to "Re: Copilot E.C. Maxey, Jr."
Didn't work for me. Got Search for 'Maxey":

Search results: 0

What am | doing wrong?

Cheers! craig

Posted by BILL GOLDSBOROUGH on 3/14/2005, 10:15 am, in reply to "Re: Copilot E.C. Maxey, Jr."
CRAIG IT WORKED FOR ME TRY AGAIN BILL

Posted by craig harris on 3/17/2005, 11:06 am, in reply to "Re: Copilot E.C. Maxey, Jr."

Bill: Many thanks for the encouragement to try again, because this time it worked for me!!! | just typed Maxey
with no quote or apostrophes and it went like a charm.

Cheers! craig

"looking for information"”

Posted by celia on 3/21/2005, 12:12 pm

I am a member of the Ladies Auxilliary to the VFW.We have a Mr. Jeppe's grandaughter that would like to join
us but her papers are not complete.l cannot seem to get anywhere with the info | have.l hope someone out
there can help.l will give you all in info | have.l need to know where his plane/bomber was deployed.
Service-term-shore-patrol

11-N.D.

VPB-99

ordance 3 class

AS-S2C-AOM3C

WWII

Even if someone can give me the squadron number.

please email me, ####@ncweb.com and thanks

Posted by Normand R Menard on 3/21/2005, 3:48 pm, in reply to "looking for information"
| believe that that VPB is a Navy Bomber squadron or Group. Go to the US Navy Web Site and check with them

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/21/2005, 7:57 pm, in reply to "looking for information"

This obviously is a Navy matter. The VPB Squadrons were made up of Navy patrol bombers, Lockheed PBY's
and Martin PBM's. You have given us little to go on. What is the man's full name? What time period did he
serve? Did he survive the war? Where did he live before entering the service....and after?

If you can answer some of the above, | might be able to help.

Willard

Posted by celia jarc on 3/22/2005, 6:31 am, in reply to "Re: looking for information"

Thank you for answering: The man in question was Ralph Adelbert Jeppe,Inducted 4/11/44. Net service, | get
2yrs,2mos,8days.Yes he survived the war and was seperated at PSC NB Tl,San Pedro,California.He lived in
Geneva,Ohio but has since passed away.l hope you can help or steer me in the right direction.

Posted by celia on 3/27/2005, 7:25 am, in reply to "Re: looking for information"



For Mr.Reese. Did you get the information | sent regarding the question | posted about Mr. Jeppe and did you
find out anything?

"Medals, awards, citations given to the 457th and/or the
750 squadron”

Posted by Linda on 3/25/2005, 11:24 pm

Hi,

My Dad, EDWARD R. STEVENS, served in the 457th, 750th Squadron. As his records were destroyed in the fire
at the Personnel Center, | was wondering if anyone was aware of the medals, citations and awards the 457th
as a Group were eligible to wear?

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/26/2005, 10:32 am, in reply to "Medals, awards, citations given to the 457th
and/or the 750 squadron"

Linda,

You can obtain replacement medals for all the medals your dad is entitled to. There is no charge. You must first
fill out a form SF-180 and submit it. The form and instructions are obtainable from the following website:
http://www.archives.gov/facilities/mo/st_louis/military_personnel_records/awards_and_decorations.html

It will take about 12 weeks to process but is well worth the effort. They will determine what medals your dad is
entitled to.....and some he did not know he was entitled to.

Good Luck,

Willard

“Info treatment French Underground”

Posted by Jerry Sale on 3/29/2005, 9:40 am

My father told me that the French Underground helped him when he bailed out on September 10, 1944 and
he flew another 18 missions to complete his tour. I'm curious if anyone knows why he was treated differently
than the crew below. The quote is taken from the story about the "Luck of the Judith Ann".

"Ross tells us that the crew having been in contact with the Underground (even after the liberation of the
area), was ineligible to fly more missions, for fear of falling into enemy hands. This despite the fact that it was
only his second mission, as it was for Matassa, and Sayer's first (3)."

“Looking for surviving vets crew Jesse Hirschberg”

Posted by Hy Hirschberg on 3/31/2005, 10:43 pm

My name is Hy Hirschberg. | am the brother of Jesse Hirschberg, the waist gunner on the Straight Shot plane
who died on a bombing mission over Augsburg, Germany on February 25, 1944. My brother, Jesse, Wesley
Schneider, and Lee Hoskins are buried in a single grave in Arlington Cemetery in Washington, D.C. My late
sister Sylvia received a letter from John Woskowich in 1945, telling her of some of the details of his death. He
also said that Jesse and Wesley were buried in the town of Landeau. He did not mention Lee Hoskins or who
buried the other two. In reading about the last mission mention was made that Lee Hoskins was unaccounted
for. Our daughter, Jesse McKenzie, last week sent an e-mail with a photo of the tombstone to the website. |
would like to know if there are any of the crew still alive who could fill us in on some of the details. My wife
and | live in Silver Spring, Maryland and frequently visit Arlington Cemetery and the burial site. It is only 35
minutes from where we live. We say prayers for all three of the men. If there is a way we could be put in touch
with any of the survivors or their families, we would appreciate it. If any of them come to Washington, D.C. we
would like to meet with them. We can be reached by e-mail at ####@aol.com.

Thank you in advance if there is anything you can do.
Hy Hirschberg

“Webmaster note”
Posted by Jim Derk on 4/1/2005, 9:58 am



| have finished my MBA (with high honors even) and am back in the saddle. Thanks for your understanding and
patience!
Jim

Posted by Ray Pobgee on 4/1/2005, 12:54 pm, in reply to "(no subject)"
Congradulations! from the Brits!

Posted by craig harris on 4/2/2005, 2:29 am, in reply to "(no subject)"

Jim: Congratulations and best wishes. This makes us very proud of you. Over the next few weeks Lori Barnett
and Don Nielsen will be finalizing details of the 2005 457th BGA Reunion. | am sure they will get these to you
for timely posting on the website.

Cheers! craig

"After Mission Libations"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/6/2005, 9:54 am

My father once told me that drinks were offered after missions. He told me that sometimes there was beer
and other alcoholic and non alcoholic drinks but there was always scotch and orange pop which some of the
guys mixed. Can anyone confirm this?

Posted by Willard Reese on 4/6/2005, 2:00 pm, in reply to "After Mission Libations"

Jerry,

| clearly remember that after each and every mission there was booz. Don't remember any beer but at least
one full shot of whiskey........ that one shot usually made things spin a little what with not having eaten for the
past 10 hours or more. | also remember that the Red Cross was there in the same room serving donuts (and
coffee, | guess). It seems to me that the drinks were served during debriefing in a building on the flight line
before we even dropped off our chutes and masks. | assume that all the Squadrons did the same thing but |
can personally vouch of the 751st.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/7/2005, 9:33 am, in reply to "Re: After Mission Libations"
Was the booze generally scotch and do you remember orange soda also being served?

Posted by Willard Reese on 4/8/2005, 3:04 pm, in reply to "Re: After Mission Libations"

Jerry,

Can't be sure what the shot was, rye or scotch. My memory is not that good today. | do not remember any
orange soda, but only because | probably would not have drunk any if it was available. Say "Hi" to your dad for
me.

Willard

Posted by John Pearson on 4/11/2005, 1:51 pm, in reply to "Re: After Mission Libations"

Jerry:

| was in the 748th and can recall a truck picking up the crew where we parked the plane. We got off the truck
outside a building where | believe the de-briefing and turn-in of chutes, etc., took place. Just outside the
building was something like a small trailer where Red Cross ladies were handing out jiggers of whiskey. On a
couple of occasions | got cognac, but do not recall any scotch or orange soda (I would not have taken either of
those!).

John

Posted by Andy Reeves on 4/16/2005, 10:53 am, in reply to "Re: After Mission Libations"

Recalling after mission "meditional alcohol" as | believe it was referred to, we in the 750th were fortunate
enough to get either Old Overholt rye whiskey or Old Grandad bourbon, according to what was available.l had
a little 80z pocket flask that | carried and since several of our crew did not partake, | was the beneficiary of
their bounty.l recall the orange "pop" however is was more prevalent in the local pubs as a favorite "gin and
orange" that our girlfriends loved. Scotch persea was hard to get and | remember Coomes Crew, who | flew
with won a case of "WHITE CLOUD" at an Officers Club Raffel. Absolutely the worst scotch | ever tasted but it
was good bartering materiel.



Posted by Errin on 4/18/2005, 9:56 am, in reply to "Re: After Mission Libations"
Hello,

did everybody get something to drink or was alcohol only for the officers?

Errin

Posted by Andy Reeves on 4/18/2005, 1:02 pm, in reply to "Re: After Mission Libations"
Every aircrew member, enlisted and officers were issued the after mission libation.

Posted by Gerry Mitchell on 4/9/2005, 9:58 pm
Interested in anyone that flew with my cousin. The post card | got from him in Nov 14, 1944 was sent from
prison camp can make out der Luftwaffe Nr 3

"457th Bomber Crew Information Staff Sgt. Wm J. Dufford

Posted by Joan Dufford Buhrer on 4/12/2005, 11:04 am

I am looking for information on my father, Staff Sgt. Wm J. Dufford, a ball turret gunner on the plane "Thy Will
Be Done." All information and photos on his time at Glatton were destroyed in a home fire in 1948, and | and
my siblings are anxious for any information and/or photos of him and his plane. He passed away in 1981
Thank you,

Joan Dufford Buhrer

Belpre, KS

620-#H##

e-mail: ####@awav.net

Posted by Joe Toth on 4/12/2005, 6:16 pm, in reply to "457th Bomber Crew Information"

Joan- | have found the following information about your Dad: He did fly in Thy Will Be Done on 15 missions,
plus, he flew in 15 other aircraft for a total of 36 missions. He was assigned to the 748th Squadron and he flew
in several different positions other than the ball turret. Most of his missions were with the same pilot. This
information is from the loading lists that | have. If | can be of any further help, please let me know. You can
reach me either by e-mail at ####f@juno.com or by phone at (719) ####.

"Base Restrictions & Travel Duing Off Time"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/13/2005, 11:48 am
Were all crews confined to the base when not flying or could you go off base as you pleased? Also, how did
most people travel to the local villages? Were these close enough to walk or bicycle?

Posted by Andy Reeves on 4/16/2005, 10:06 am, in reply to "Base Restrictions & Travel Duing Off Time"

As | recall some 61 years later, we were allowed off base fairly unrestricted ( officer aircrew members that is).
Most of us had hand me down bikes that we rode over to the local pub and at times into Peterborough. Trips
to London and other places required a pass for all. Flack House visitation required special orders and travel
reservations. Re the local bike trips-- | remember several trips to the Bull via bike when one or more of us
invived too heartedly and ended up crashing in the highway ditch much to our chagrin . Those were the days.

"The passing of Ray Pobgee"

Posted by Jim Derk on 4/13/2005, 9:54 pm

| will be posting more as | find the clips, but | wanted all to be aware of the passing of our friend Ray Pobgee.
Here is a link with the details

http://www.peterborough.gov.uk/page-3848

Posted by JIm Derk on 4/13/2005, 10:10 pm, in reply to "The passing of Ray Pobgee"

The "What's New" page has some links to more news about this terrible loss.

"We have lost a truly inspirational man whose contribution, enthusiasm and passion for this city will be missed
by those of us who were fortunate enough to know him and many people in Peterborough who have
benefited from his work.



Posted by Sheila on 4/14/2005, 3:17 am, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"

| wondered when something would be announced on the site about the sudden death of Ray.

My Aunt and Uncle who live in the village, knew Ray and his wife quite well, and had called me last Friday to
let me know about his death.

| didn't feel like it was in my place to make the announcement.

It was a terrible shock to them all, and it is a great loss to Conington, Peterborough and Dogsthorpe.

Posted by Willard Reese on 4/14/2005, 9:51 am, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"

The association has lost a true friend in Ray Pobgee. | never met Ray, but as webmaster of this website for so
many years, | was privileged to have communicated through email with Ray on many ocassions. He was our
457th Historian in England and was one of those most responsible for the monument project that was just
completed last year.

I send condolences to his family and will mourn for his loss

Posted by Joe Landy on 4/16/2005, 6:11 am, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"

Yes indeed, we have lost a valuable member of our community. | know Ray was very keen on researching local
airfields, and had made considerable progress in doing so.

Thanks to Jim for making the announcement. | thought that because several days had passed without a
mention, | ought to ask the webmaster to do it, hence the E-mail.

| have kept the Peterborough Evening Telegraph from 8th April when Ray was on the front cover should
anyone want to see it.

I am also very willing to help with maintaining the memorial, as | know this is a task with which Ray was
involved. | live in Yaxley, and | now work at Conington airfield part-time, so am always local!!

Many thanks.

Joe Landy.

Aircraft/Airfield enthusiast.

Posted by Diane Noon on 4/28/2005, 6:35 pm, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"

We just rec'd the letter from the 457th in the mail today & this news really saddens me. | had communicated
with Ray via e-mail last June about obtaining the reunion pins if they had any left. As | told Ray, they were for
my father (Lt M Jaraslow) and | was willing to pay any cost involved. He sent me a very nice message back that
there would be no cost & it would be an honor for him to send it to me.

| became quite ill myself right after that and when the pins arrived in late July, | never had the chance to let
him know | rec'd them or thank him as | wanted to.

| still have his e-mail address and I'm wondering if Enid has access to that mail account? | would love to send
her a message that way to express our condolances.

This is indeed a sad day in our house especially since my 15 yr old has been a history freak for many years and
took a tour of a visiting B-17G last Memorial Day, came home & promptly lectured my father on what a hero
he is to her.

She now holds the package from Ray with the little certificate & 2 pins that he so graciously sent to us.

| would appreciate it if someone could let us know about the e-mail address.

Thanks,

Diane

daughter of Lt M Jaraslow

751st sq

Pilot of Queen Bea

Posted by George Pobgee on 4/30/2005, 4:29 pm, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"

On behalf of the Family | would like to thank you all for your very kind thoughts and words.| met many of you
for the first time at the reunion last year in England and at the dedication of the Memorial at Glatton.

Although at this time Dads e.mail address is still active, Mum has set up her own. It is

H#ittt@aol.com. (Diane,and anyone else, please feel free to contact her)

Our intention is to carry on here in Peterborough, as usual. Mum and | are still going to manage the "Friends of
the 457th group" and | have proudly taken over the custodianship of the memorial at Connington Lane. | have



been out there this afternoon with my son Richard, and it looks immaculate, the residents of Connington are
still lovingly cutting the grass and looking after the site.

| know that Dad was honoured to be a part of your group, He and Mum were looking forward to meeting you
all at your reunion in Savanna later this year.

Without raising too many hopes, there is a posibility that Mum and | may still make the trip, although a final
decision has yet to be made.

Unfortunately | am not the historian that Dad was, but please feel free to contact either Mum or myself if
there is anything we can do to assist you.

The whole family are proud to know he was so loved and respected by you all.

Many Thanks

George

Posted by Enid Pobgee on 4/30/2005, 4:54 pm, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"

(On behalf of our family, may | say thankyou to all our friends in the States for their letters and cards.Next
Sunday (8th May) the City is holding a Service of Thanksgiving for Ray's life in Peterborough Cathedral.Many
hundreds of people are expected to attend. Our American friends will be represented by Lt.Col. Carl
Zimmerman who was O.C. at USAF Station Alconbury when Ray was Mayor of the City.He is flying in from
Langley,Virginia.As my son George, said, we are seriously considering the trip to Savannah later in the year. If
anyone wishes to contact me my E-mail address is ####@aol.com

Posted by Diane on 5/2/2005, 5:22 pm, in reply to "Re: The passing of Ray Pobgee"
Thank you for posting this, Enid.
| will be sending a message shortly.

"The saga of "My Buddy”

Posted by Barbara Finneran Barletta on 4/16/2005, 5:46 pm

| am one of the daughters of Leon Finneran, the author of the letter to Don Boyle. | was the "flower child",
much to my father's chagrin, but Vietnam was my era and we had many discussions, as you can imagine! |
never knew what my Dad had experienced until he wrote to Don Boyle shortly before his death. | used
towonder why he watched all the World War Il movies! All | knew was that he was the most wonderful man
and a great father and husband and lived his life honorably and raised his children to be honest. I'm now
hooked on "Band of Brothers" and | feel such pride when | watch it to know that he and all of you gave so
much for their country without question. Thank you for that.

Posted by Gerald Kerr on 4/30/2005, 1:01 pm, in reply to "The saga of "My Buddy”

Barbara, your father was a great man from what | have found out about the mission and crew of "My Buddy".
My uncle was the pilot of "My Buddy" and | have read many things about all of the crew of that plane. | believe
they all were HEROES and | hope America NEVER FORGETS their sacrifice and courage.

“S — manoeuvre”

Posted by Errin on 4/18/2005, 10:03 am

Hello,

| have a question. Has anyone heard of S - manoeuvre. | read a part in a navigators logbook. This plane is going
down and the navigator writes: after ten minutes of flying S and losing altitude...

Why did they fly S? And is this possible when two or three engines are out?

Best regards,

Errin

"positions”

Posted by Errin on 4/18/2005, 11:05 am

Hello,

| have checked the information on your site with was on the MACR and found some different information on

positions. What information is right? Or can anyone explane these positions.
Crew position: B-N, CTG, TTG, RO, BTG, WG, TG.



Thanks a million,
Errin

Posted by Willard Reese on 4/18/2005, 1:31 pm, in reply to "positions"
Errin,

Different squadrons used different designation so, for the most part, you have to use some ingenuity.
B-N Bombardier - Navigator. Some were checked out for both positions.
CTG Chin turret gunner (new one to me)

TTG Top turret gunner.

RO Radio Operator.

BTG Ball turret gunner

WG Waist gunner.

TG Tail gunner.

Hope this helps.

Posted by Errin on 4/19/2005, 4:02 pm, in reply to "Re: positions"
Dear mister Reese,

thank you for your helpfull reply. It means a lot to me.

Errin

"Group and Squadron Patches"

Posted by Chris Angott on 4/21/2005, 10:45 pm
My father served in the 457 BG, 749 squadron. | am wondering if anyone can tell me of a good web sight in
which to purchase a 457th BG, and or, a 749 squadron patch.

Posted by Joe Toth on 4/22/2005, 8:04 pm, in reply to "Group and Squadron Patches"

Chris - | have all the patches for each of the four squadrons, plus the group patch and other PX items.

The group patches and all the squadron patches are $5.50 each, plus $2.00 postage. Please make your check
out to the 457th Bomb Group PX and mail it to me.

Joe Toth

Pueblo, CO ##t

Tele. (719) ##t##

Posted by Diane on 4/29/2005, 9:09 am, in reply to "Re: Group and Squadron Patches"

Joe,

| would also like to order the patches. Is there just one group patch? Also, | had shown the 751st sq patch to
my father & he said he had never seen it and that possibly it was given out after he had left Glatton. Is that
true?

Thanks, Diane

daughter of Lt M Jaraslow 751st sq.

Posted by Joe Toth on 5/4/2005, 6:53 pm, in reply to "Re: Group and Squadron Patches"

Diane,

Yes, there is only one group patch, which | have.

As for the squadron patch. | believe your Dad is correct about the squadron patch. Its design had to be
approved by Congress | am told and didn't come out until after your Dad was back in the U.S.

Hope your Dad is well. Like he said, | guess we are all hanging in there.

My best to him.

Joe Toth

Posted by Nan Kleffman on 1/30/2014, 3:47 pm, in reply to "Re: Group and Squadron Patches"

Dear Friend,

As | am responding to an older posting, do you still have BG and squadron patches available for the 457th
Bomb Group. If so, I'd like to order some.

Would you please include the current prices and postage when you reply?



Many thanks,
Nan

“Donald J. Reilly”

Posted by JOE TOTH on 5/7/2005, 6:57 pm

Name: Gloria Sciara, City of Santa Clara, CA

E-mail address: ####@ci.santa-clara.ca.us

Comments: Hello folks

| am the Historic Resources Coordinator for the City of Santa Clara, CA. We received a request from a
gentleman, in the Netherlands who is looking for a relative for a book he is writing on Donald J. Reilly. He was
KIA on Mission No. 126 Date - September 26, 1944 Target - Osnabruck. He was the "Toggler" any information
about him you can provide would be greatly appreciated. It was an honor to research this history for him and
see the heros and read accounts of American bravery in WWII. Thank you for this website.

Sincerely

Gloria Sciara, AICP

Historic Resources Coordinator

City of Santa Clara

Santa Clara

Posted by Joe Toth on 5/8/2005, 11:52 am, in reply to "(no subject)"
The message from Gloria Sciara was previously posted in the Guest Book. | have taken the liberty of moving it
over to the Message Board where a greater number of people will see it.

"VE Day"

Posted by Sheila on 5/10/2005, 12:57 am

Yesterday marked the 60th anniversary of VE Day, so | was suprised that no one else had made any comments
about this. There have been huge celebrations all over Europe, and | know that had Ray been alive, he was
planning to lay a wreath on the new memorial at Conington Lane.

| just wanted to tell all of you that fought for our freedoms, a huge big Thank You.

Posted by George Pobgee on 5/11/2005, 6:43 pm, in reply to "VE Day"

As many of you know, | have only recently taken over the custodianship of the memorial at Connington.
Unfortunately, Dad's Civic Service of Thanksgiving was held at Peterborough Cathedral on Sunday the 8th May
(VE day)l was committed with the Family and unable to go to the memorial that day. | am still trying to catch
up with all of Dad's many commitments in relation to the memorial. However, in future | will do my best to
ensure that | do not miss any significant dates. | have already spoken to John Walker who has been most
helpful in supplying dates and information to assist me. Although a wreath was not laid on Sunday you were all
in our thoughts.

George

Posted by Sheila on 5/12/2005, 12:59 am, in reply to "Re: VE Day"

Hello George. | don't think anyone would have expected a wreath to be laid this year, considering your great
loss. The only reason | mentioned it, was because | had just received a letter from your Dad, the day before he
passed away, stating that this is what he planned to do. | was really trying to say that | didn't understand why
no one had remembered to thank the Vets, for the huge contribution and sacrifices that they had made for us.
And that this 60th VE anniversery was something we should all be thankful to them for. | know that your Dad
was thinking of the 457th, well in advance of May 8th. It was fitting that his service at the Cathedral should be
on that special day!

Thanks for taking over the care of the Memorial. | have e-mailed you seperatley in regards to my renewal of
the Friends of the 457th.

“Looking for Harold???”

Posted by Win Bryson on 5/12/2005, 8:49 pm
Looking for Harold (& Wife Eleanor). They're from Michigan, originally.



Harold's B-17 Crew trained April to mid-June 1944 at Rapid City, S.D., so he arrived in England about mid-July,
1944,

He was stationed "about 10-miles from Deenethorpe", where his buddy, my Uncle, (who trained the same
time but with a 401BG-bound Crew) wrote he was going to borrow a bicycle to visit.

Any info would be greatly appreciated.

"U.K.'s only flying B17 'Sally B' grounded by EU regulation”

Posted by Ann Jones on 5/16/2005, 4:20 pm

'Sally B' ( G-BEDF ) U.K's only flying B17 is grounded due to an EU regulation, Regulation (EC) no. 785/2004

( Ref C). This is connected with Insurance requirements for air craft carriers and aircraft operators. This brings
‘Sally B' into the same insurance category as a 737. The aircraft is flown as a memorial to the 79,000 American
airmen who died during WWII to give us our freedom today.The new insurance costs are equivalent to an
extra £1,000 per air display. Our aircraft only flies approx 20hrs per year, it is not a commercial aircraft, it is not
allowed to fly for hire or reward, it not allowed to fly over populated areas and it is not allowed to carry
passengers.Therefore no baggage, no cargo.

My husband Keith and I, are ground crew members and along with a team of dedicated volunteers help to
keep the aircraft flying. We are all involved with selling memorabilia/ 'walkthroughs' on the aircraft and also
there is the engineering team for the maintenance. We rely on public funds/donations to keep the aircraft in
the air.We need to raise funds every year, as not only are the insurance rates high , but fuel costs rise, as well
as the maintenance. We are lobbying our local MP's to ask the British Government to look at an exemption in
the new regulation, so that 'Sally B' will be flying as a memorial for years to come. If you wish to know more,
check out the website www.sallyb.org.uk

or e mail me. Thank you for your time. Ann

Posted by Jerry Sale on 5/17/2005, 9:25 am, in reply to "U.K.'s only flying B17 'Sally B' grounded by EU
regulation"

| wish you well in getting the government to change it's insurance regulations for all that enjoy seeing the B-
17's fly. My father, a B-17 navigator, told me that seeing them start up, take off fly and land is a huge thrill to
him and he gets a real kick out of it. I'm sure that there are lots of people in England in the same situation my
dad is in. My father also told me what a thrill it was to see 1000+ B-17's flying with his plane being somewhere
in the middle and nothing but B-17's as far as the eye could see looking in any direction. He also had the
experience of being on the ground when this many were flying and he said the ground literally shook.

"Erwin de Mooy - Carl Gooch"

Posted by Joe Toth on 5/30/2005, 10:58 pm

We received your letter marked 'Pictures' in good order. | have tried three times to contact you but feel that
my messages are not getting through to you. | have been getting your messages but you are not receiving
mine. | sent you the material you requested about three weeks ago. Since you are not receiving my e-mails, |
am putting this on our Message Board in the hope that you will read it here. As soon as you read this, please e-
mail me.

Posted by Erwin on 6/2/2005, 7:36 am, in reply to "Erwin de Mooy - Carl Gooch"

Dear mister Toth,

thank you for your reply. Glad you tried it this way because I'm feeling that messages are not reaching me.

| also noticed that the loading lists are on the internet now. That is so very good news, this way many people
can research tru the internet.

Keep up the good work and thank you for your reply.

Erwin

“When is the next reunion?”

Posted by Jerry Sale on 5/31/2005, 11:02 am
My father is very interested in attending the reunion this fall. When will information concerning this reunion
be available?



'Sally B' UK's only flying B17 problems

Posted by Ann Jones on 5/31/2005, 2:37 pm

'Sally B' UK's only flying B17 missed the flypast at Madingley Cemetary, Cambridge, England was unable to take
part in the flypast at the memorial service yesterday ( 30th May 2005) due to the ongoing insurance problem.
See my recent message on the message board this month. In all of the 30yrs that the aircraft has been in
England, she has only missed one flypast at Madingley, when grounded with engine trouble in Guernsey some
years ago. So it was with great disappointment, that due to the EU regulation on insurance, we were unable to
fly yesterday. Until we come up with several thousand of pounds to pay for the new insurance rates, or the
Government gives us an exemption, she will be grounded at Duxford.

We will not give up, we were at Duxford yesterday with our sales stall selling memorabilia, to help raise funds,
every penny goes to get her back in the air where she belongs.

For those of you who are interested, if you log onto the internet and type in www.flypast.com, and then go to
the Flypast forums, then look under Historic Aviation, you can then look for ‘Madingley' you can then click
onto photos taken at the memorial service,they are very good.

Enjoy! Annie Jones, B17 Ground Crew member

“Mission naratives”

Posted by Errin on 6/6/2005, 7:46 am

Hello everybody,

| love the loading lists! It is a good addition to the mission naratives...love it.

| had problems with loading to loading lists. | had problems wit the loading lists of mission no.146 and 150.
Great work everybody!

Errin

"German Leaflets"

Posted by Bill Murray on 6/12/2005, 4:41 pm

Some months ago, | received an email with two scanned leaflets that were dropped on Germany by the 457th.
It was near the war's end and urged the military and civilian population to surrender. One was dated "March
25, 1945". | remember translating these docs and emailing them back. Unfortunately, | lost some computer
data and haven't been able to find the record of the person that requested this. Please let me know if you
received them.

| speak German and can translate other docs for anyone who needs this service at no cost, of course. Just send
a scanned copy as an email attachment or mail to: Bill Murray, Las Vegas, NV. Cell: 702-####

Posted by Bill Murray on 6/15/2005, 6:11 pm, in reply to "German Leaflets"
I am now in contact with the gentleman who requested this translation.

"Individual mission records"

Posted by Carolyn DeLoach on 6/15/2005, 8:30 pm

| have heard that people have actually found their WWII pilot records that include their individual combat
mission records, plane, crew, mission, etc.

Can anyone tell me how to start researching my father's combat records. | have alot of stuff up to his being
sent overseas to Glatton (as pilot) and then the records start back up on his return. All | have about his combat
is his personal list of missions flown but it is just a list. | would like more information like crew, plane, and
whatever else | can get. Can anyone point me in the right direction?

Posted by Joe Toth on 6/15/2005, 9:02 pm, in reply to "Individual mission records"

Carolyn, | can furnish the loading lists, aircraft numbers, personnel that he flew with, and also targets, and all
the crews that flew that day with his particular squadron. You will be able to read these very clearly. If | can be
of further help, you can e-mail me or call me at (719)#### or at ####@juno.com

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/15/2005, 11:57 pm, in reply to "Individual mission records"
Ms Deloach,



If your father served with the 457th Bomb Group”between the months of Oct, 1944 and April 1945, then

the information is already on the website and is easily accessable. If you have a list of your father's missions
then you need only go to the Association's home page and click on the "Mission Narratives" button in the
middle of the page. This will take you to a listing of months of the year. If you click on the month you desire to
search, you will find a description of each of the missions during that month (click on the "Next" button at the
top/bottom of each page to advance thru the month). At the bottom of each page there are links to "Loading
Lists" for each Squadron. These will take you to the listing of all the crews that flew on that mission. Your dads
name will be there together with the names of the rest of the crew and the last three digits of the aircraft
serial number in which he flew.

The full serial numbers and name of the aircraft can be obtained from the "Aircraft Database" button on the
home page. We apologize for the poor quality of the lists but they are the best we have. Additionally, Mr
Joseph Toth has paper copies of the loading lists and he invites inquiries.

If you need additional help with this please contact me or Jim Derk

(webmasters).

Hope you find the information you seek,

Willard (Hap) Reese [retired webmaster www.457thbombgroup.org]

Posted by Carolyn on 6/16/2005, 8:43 am, in reply to "Re: Individual mission records"

Thank you for your response and the information. My father flew with the 457th from May through August
1944. The mission narratives especially in Bass's book have been very, VERY helpful. | would like the loading
lists. Joe Toth has responded and | will take advantage of his offer.

This is a wonderful site and a wonderful thing the 457th association is doing for the veterans and for their
descendents. Thank you.

“William H. Goodfellow Jr.”

Posted by Errin on 6/17/2005, 11:39 am

Hello everybody,

does anybody know mister William H. Goodfellow Jr.

He was, | believe, a ball turret gunner with the 749th bomb squadron.
Thanx,

Errin

Posted by Harold on 7/2/2005, 3:55 pm, in reply to "William H. Goodfellow Jr."
Yes, | knew Mr. Goofellow he was indeed in the 749th BS. | corresponded with him for some years. | do have
several pictures and stories about him. Please contact me through my emailaddress ####@bbi-bv.nl

“Thank you Sally B”

Posted by Ann Jones on 6/24/2005, 5:00 pm

Just to let you know, that with lots of support and help from all kinds of people, and sher hard work of our
operator Elly Sallinboe, including the Insurance companies and Richard Branson, we have managed to
negotiate insurance for the rest of the airshow season. SallyB will fly from next weekend and take part in the
VE flypast at London. We still need work to be done to try and get an exemption from the EU. We still need
funds to pay for fuel/maintenance costs and further insurance especially if we don't get an exemption. See our
website www.sallyb.org.uk. for further updates.We will keep fighting to keep her in the air as a memorial to
the US personnel who lost their lives in WW11.

( Ground Crew member for Sally B)

"Gini/Virgin Air Nose Art"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/28/2005, 11:29 am
| noticed on a TV news item that at least one of the Virgin Air planes has the same or similar nose art as the
Gini. Did anyone else notice this and is there some connection that anyone knows of?

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/28/2005, 7:16 pm, in reply to "Gini/Virgin Air Nose Art"
Jerry,



What an astute observation. A closer look will show that, while they are similar, they are still quite different. |
selected the best photo we have of GINI to compare with a sparkling color photo of the Virgin Airlines noseart.
See the comparison below. Hope we get to visit again at the reunion.

Best to your dad,

Willard

"position”

Posted by Dave Mills on 7/1/2005, 7:00 pm

Dear Sirs:

| have been reading over some of the loading lists containing my father, Luster B. Mills, and | note that at least
two occasions he manned a position labeled "CT." What was "CT?" Dave Mills

Posted by Willard Reese on 7/1/2005, 7:20 pm, in reply to "position "

Dave,

The 751st had a different loading list setup than the other sugadrons. If you look to the extreme left of your
dad's name you will see TOG. This stands for Toggleer. To the extreme right is the CT which we presume to be
Chin Turret.

The Bombardier or the Toggleer manned the chin turret guns. Your dad acted as bombardier on those missions
where he is designated as TOG.

Posted by Dave Mills on 7/1/2005, 7:53 pm, in reply to "Re: position "CT"

Thank you Mr. Reese. | thought it might be chin turret, but assumed the bombardier worked that position. Dad
never mentioned toggling bombs, or manning the waist guns--Dad said he was a tail gunner and that's where
we always thought his office was on the plane. Dave Mills

"eyewitness Mission 18: Drensteinfurt, March 23rd 1944"

Posted by Dr. Jochen Rath on 7/4/2005, 5:37 am

Ladies and gentlemen,

my name is Dr. Jochen Rath and I'm the chief archivist of the Kreisarchiv Warendorf (archive of the county
Warendorf). The town of Drensteinfurt, which belongs to the county Warendorf southwest of
Muenster/Westphalia, has been attacked seriously as a target of opportunity on March the 23rd 1944 by the
457th bomber group.

From the NARA |'ve recieved detailed informations, especially the operational report etc.

Now I'm looking for further informations. Is there anybody still living, who was involved in the attack on
Drensteinfurt on March 23rd 1944 and is interested in remembering the circumstances of this attack?
Thank you for any kind of answer.

Yours sincerely

Dr. Jochen Rath

Kreisarchivrat

Kreisarchiv Warendorf

Tel. 0 25 #it#t

Hitt @kreis-warendorf.de

http://www .kreis-warendorf.de
http://www.archive.nrw.de/archive/script/archiv.asp?nr=385

Posted by Bill Murray on 7/5/2005, 1:24 am, in reply to "eyewitness Mission 18: Drensteinfurt, March 23rd
1944"

Dear Dr. Rath,

| am a member of this association, but was not yet born during the war. | am currently doing research and am
very interested to know if you have any way to contact former German fighter pilots (Jager) who flew against
this or other B17 Bomb Groups. Ich spreche Deutsch, so natlirlich kénnen wir uns auch auf Deutsch weiter
unterhalten.

I look forward to hearing from you!

Hochactungsvoll,



Bill Murray
Las Vegas, NV

Posted by Dr. Jochen Rath on 7/5/2005, 6:43 am, in reply to "Re: eyewitness Mission 18: Drensteinfurt, March
23rd 1944"

Dear/Lieber Mr. Murray,

ich habe Kontakt zu Herrn Ludger Schulte, Warendorfer Str, der Jagdflieger (FW 217 und FW 190) des
Nachjagdgeschwaders 301 "Wilde Sau" mit Stationierungen in Rheine, Dortmund, Holzkirchen/Bayern und
Erfurt war. Er ist einverstanden, wenn Sie ihn kontaktieren. Leider verfiigt er Gber keine e-mail oder Internet-
Zugang, kann lhnen aber eventuell weitere iberlebende Jagdflieger nennen.

Mit freundlichen GriiRen

Dr. Jochen Rath

Posted by Bill Murray on 7/5/2005, 7:32 pm, in reply to "Re: eyewitness Mission 18: Drensteinfurt, March 23rd
1944"

Lieber Herr Dr. Rath,

Vielen Dank fiir Ihre schnelle Antwort. Ich kann Herrn Schulte per "Schnecken-Post" schreiben, unsere lieblings
Name fir die Postdienst hier in Amerika . Ich werde auch gerne andere Jagdflieger kennenlernen. Die Zeit geht
leider zu schnell vorbei fiir diese alte Helden des Zweiten Weltkriegs und ich hoffe das die kommenden
Generationen etwas von ihren Geschichten lernen kénnen. So kénnen wir Sie mit Ehre gedenken.

Falls Sie irgend wann nach den Wilden West bzw. Las Vegas kommen, bitte sagen Sie mir bescheid. Sie sind
herzlich bei uns eingeladen. Sie kbnnen mich auch ein direckt Email an diese Adresse zuschicken -
Hi##@cox.net

Mit freundlichen Griissen,

Bill

English translation for other website viewers: Dr. Rath sent contact information concerning a German fighter
pilot who flew against B17s while stationed on the Western Front. His unit was the Pursuit Squadron 301, the
"Wild Pigs", and he flew the FW190 and FW217 while at Luftwaffe bases in Rheine, Dortmund,
Holzkirchen/Bavaria and Erfurt. Unfortunately, this first pilot doesn't have an email address, but Dr. Rath also
has contact to other fighter pilots in Germany. | told him that I'd like to contact them also and that | hope the
stories of heroes on boths sides of the war will teach many generations to come. That way we can memoralize
them with honor.

Posted by Dr. Jochen Rath on 7/6/2005, 9:39 am, in reply to "Re: eyewitness Mission 18: Drensteinfurt, March
23rd 1944"

Dear Mr. Murray,

sorry, but there’s a misunderstanding: I've no contact to former fighter pilots from Germany, but to Mr.
Ludger Schulte, who also has some contacts. So | ask you to contact him directly by "Schneckenpost" or via
myself.

There’s an interesting publication written by lan Hawkins: "The Munster Raid, before and after", which also
introduces german pilots. The book has been published in german translation in 1983. Perhaps you can get
more informations there concerning german pilots.

With best regards

Dr. Jochen Rath

Posted by Shannon Burgess on 9/14/2014, 9:32 pm, in reply to "eyewitness Mission 18: Drensteinfurt, March
23rd 1944"
Hello,

| realize this post is almost ten years old but I'm posting in hopes of possibly learning more information. My
family has ties to this day and bombing but we were on the receiving end. My great aunt Agnes Overmann was
9 years old when she was killed in the bombing on Drensteinfurt. She is the daughter of Paul Overmann and
Anna Fogeling also from Drensteinfurt. | was told by my still living great uncle (who lived in Drensteinfurt as
well at the time) that the British were trying to target a German military base but civilians ended up being
killed. If you have any mote information on what happened this day | would greatly appreciate it. My great
uncle is in the early stages of Alzheimer's and is not able to recollect as much as he used to. Thank you!



“Reunion info in newsletter”

Posted by Willard Reese on 7/4/2005, 9:45 am

I'm aware that many of you are concerned about not receiving any information on the upcoming reunion.
Well, Nancy has asked me to post a message saying that our July Newsletter will be in the mail this week.

This newsletter will contain all the information, schedules, reservation information, etc concerning the reunion
and should be in time to make your plans to attend.

Hope to see you all at the reunion.

Willard.

"Lt(2nd) Jerome Sobjek"

Posted by Joe Shea on 7/4/2005, 9:43 pm

I'm still trying to find more info about my dad, Jerry Sobjek. | now have a citation in hand for the DFC issued for
a mission in June or July. The citation is dated 27 July, 44. It mentions that he WAS a pilot in the 749th Sqdrn. |
also have a "Completed mission" photo for 1/8/44, which is interesting, as your archives don't go back to
January. Or is that the European way of saying August 1st? Anyway, there's an additional notation saying
(C(or"G")PR-141-1-457) Is there any chance this mentions his plane #? | would really like to get "Ramblin'
Gamblers" added to the aircraft list. Are there any crew members still survivng out there? Thanks.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/5/2005, 10:48 am, in reply to "Lt(2nd) Jerome Sobjek"
1/8/45 does mean August 1, 1945. If you look at the missions section, there is a narrative for this mission. Also,
if you have not already done so, using the search engine reveals 4 picutres of Lt. Sobjek.

Posted by Joe Toth on 7/9/2005, 11:05 pm, in reply to "Lt(2nd) Jerome Sobjek"

Joe, | have been searching for information about your Dad and so far, here is what | have found: He flew 29
combat missions in 17 different aircraft. On two missions he was a co-pilot being checked out to be a first pilot.
| have the names and serial numbers of the aircraft, but | have not found any aircraft with the name 'Ramblin
Gamblers' and our Roster does not list one either. I'll continue my search and keep you posted. If you wish to
e-mail me, my address is ####@juno.com

"Sgt. L. Trace"

Posted by CAROLYN GOIN on 7/6/2005, 2:51 pm

My sisters and | are looking for any information on our father. He was a tail gunner and his flight jacket says
"Flying Spare". | believe the pilot was D. Branstetter. | have found the crew picture on your site and have the
original one at home. Our father passed away 15 years ago and never spoke much about his experiences.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/7/2005, 8:39 am, in reply to "Sgt. L. Trace"
How fortunate you are to have your dad's flight jacket. My dad gave his away during the late 1950's or early
1960's and he doesn't remember who he gave it to. He also gave away his personal side arm, a 45 automatic.

Posted by Carolyn Goin on 7/8/2005, 8:17 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. L. Trace"

We had his flight jacket enclosed in glass about 14 years ago to keep it from deterioating any further. We also
still have his rifle but not his side arm. But we still haven't been able to get any information on his flight
experience.

I am not sure if he was known by his nickname of Pete Trace or not.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/8/2005, 10:18 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. L. Trace"
If you know the dates he flew between, you can look on the loading lists and when you find your dad's name,
can then look under Mission Narratives. Hope this helps.

Posted by Joe Toth on 7/9/2005, 10:54 pm, in reply to "Sgt. L. Trace"

Carolyn, My research is not complete but here is what | have found so far: | have found that your Dad flew 22
missions, 4 different pilots he flew with, and 10 different aircraft. You listed Branstetter as the pilot. He was
the Bombadier - not the pilot. | don't know if you have your Dad's Army Serial Number, but here it is -



33546265. I'll continue my search and will advise you further as to what | have found. My e-mail address is:
H#HH#H#H#@juno.com

Posted by CAROLYN GOIN on 7/13/2005, 12:31 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. L. Trace"

Thanks for your help. We knew he had flown 22 missions from his flight jacket but didn't know he flew with 4
different pilots. We had been told at one time "Flying Spare" meant just that. The men were rotated around as
they were needed. Is this the case?

Posted by Joe Toth on 7/13/2005, 5:45 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. L. Trace"

Carolyn-Each squadron had a number of spare aircraft just in case one could not take off or had trouble on the
way to the target and had to abort his mission. In that case, the spare aircraft would take his place. Here is an
update on your Dad's missions: The Loading Lists that | have show that he flew 39 missions with 6 different
pilots in 14 different aircraft. Hope this helps in your search. If | can be of further help, please let me know. You
can e-mail me at ####@juno.com

"David Foltz"

Posted by cassandra kardamis on 7/7/2005, 1:26 pm

I'm trying to get all the information about my dad as i can during his tour of duty with the 457th Bomb Group
so my brother and | can pass it on to our children and grandchildren.

Also looking for pictures of him, the crew, his plane "You Never Know".

Thank you to whoever can assist us.

Posted by craig harris on 7/7/2005, 5:23 pm, in reply to "David Foltz"

At least one hardstand photo of "You Never Know" may be found thus: Go back to the Home Page, click on
Photo Archive, then click on Hardstand Photos, type You Never Know in search box. There is at least one photo
of your a/c. Actually, by messing around in the Photo Archive, you are likely to find more photos of that rather
well-known aircraft, s/n 42-32086. Lost at Gaggenau/Karlsruhe 10-Sept. 1944 Cheers! craig harris

"Newsletter and Reunion Information"

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/7/2005, 4:24 pm
After much delay, you will all be happy to know that the newsletter is at the printers', scheduled to be finished
either Friday night or Saturday morning. | will have it to bulk mail at my post office first thing Monday. Nancy

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/7/2005, 4:31 pm, in reply to "Newsletter and Reunion Information"

Just to give you a head's up...the hotel is the Hilton Savannah DeSoto...1-800-####.

Sunday, September 18...Registration, PX, Mickey Briggs Memorabilia Room open at 9:00 am....and welcome
reception that evening.

Monday, Sept 19...Tour of Historical Savannah, and/or River Cruise and lunch. Crew pictures later that day.
Tuesday, Sept 20...trip to 8th Air Force Historical Museum...Memorial Service and lunch there at the Museum.
Wednesday, Sept 21...morning Business meeting, crew meetings, evening happy hour and Banquet.
Thursday, Sept 22...Farewell Breakfast Buffet 7:00 am to 9:00 am.

Posted by Jim Hanley on 7/8/2005, 11:06 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion Information"
Thanks for the advance notice as this will be my first time to a reunion and hopefully not my last.

“To Our British Allies and the English Friends of the 457"

Posted by TSgt Patrick J. Connelly on 7/7/2005, 8:23 pm

To Our British Allies and the English Friends of the 457th Our thoughts and prayers our with you to night after
this day of tragedy, | am reminded again of how our 2 nations have stood strong in face of evil as we have so
many times before and as in the past we will succeed because to fail is a future to terrible to think of. So
Untied We Stand and Triumph We Must! God Bless You All, God Bless America and God Save the Queen

TSgt Patrick J.Connelly



"Target Gaggenau"

Posted by Bruno DiGiacomo on 7/8/2005, 2:28 pm

I’'m loocking for informations about the bombing on September,10 1944; mission n°120 . Could you please e-
mail me a list of the crews and planes that taking part to this mission ?

| would be happy about all the documents that you can give me.

Posted by Willard Reese on 7/9/2005, 2:13 pm, in reply to "Target Gaggenau"

Bruno,

We have uploaded the "Loading Lists" for the mission of Sept 10th, 1944. On that list you will find the names
of every crewmember who participated and the serial number of the aircraft in which they one flew.

Go to home page >Mission Narratives>September

and scroll thru to the 10th of the month. The lists are by squadron.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/11/2005, 9:55 am, in reply to "Target Gaggenau"
This was the mission that my dad bailed out on. There is a mission narrative about it.

"Bailout Altitudes"”

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/12/2005, 2:21 pm
My father said, the best he can remember, he bailed out from about 25,000 feet and he did not believe he had
a air tank with him. Is this possible? Did flyers have a small air tank with them for such bailouts?

Posted by Willard Reese on 7/12/2005, 7:18 pm, in reply to "Bailout Altitudes"

Jerry,

My recollection is that we carried a small steel cylinder about 8 inches long and about 1 inch in diameter that
we called a "bailout bottle". It had a long rubber tube connected to it and we carried it in a slot in the pants leg
of our flying suit.. In the event of bailing out at high altitude one was supposed to put the tube in ones mouth
and turn the know on the bottle to release oxygen.

Fortunately, | never had to use one and it seems to me that with all the stress and anxiety over bailing out in
enemy terrority, one would have to be pretty calm and reserved to think of this procedure.

| came across a "bailout bottle" on the net and it can be seen below.

Posted by Willard Reese on 7/12/2005, 7:21 pm, in reply to "Re: Bailout Altitudes"
Sorry Jerry, | slipped up. The photo should be below this message.
Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/dcp_9516.jpg

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/13/2005, 9:59 am, in reply to "Re: Bailout Altitudes"
This now makes more sense to me. | wasn't sure that anyone that bailed out at 25,000 feet could survive
without oxygen although my dad said the free fall went pretty quick when he didn't pull his rip cord right away.

"457th Web Site"

Posted by danny morris on 1/19/2005, 8:30 am

| have looked at many web sites and | must say yours is the most impressive one that | have seen to date. For
the group to share is their time and memories with everyone is wonderful. | can ID some of the 'Little Friends'
in the photo section. The pic of WD-C a P-47 could be Colonel Don Blakeslee Jug All the best Danny MORRIS

Posted by Jim Derk on 2/24/2005, 8:03 pm, in reply to "457th Web Site"
You can thank Hap Reese for the excellent web site.

Posted by Renzo Ferrera on 7/5/2005, 7:22 am, in reply to "Re: 457th Web Site"
Jim, | have pictures | would like to give to the association and have them placed on the site. How do | email
you? Renzo

Posted by Jim derk on 7/17/2005, 2:02 pm, in reply to "Re: 457th Web Site"
We'd love to have them. You can send via email to



####@yahoo.com

“Looking for info on Frank Garzia”

Posted by Janet G. on 7/17/2005, 9:36 pm

I am looking for any information on my uncle, Frank Garzia who was KIA on Mission 72 on 6/21/44. What was
the name of his plane and are there any photos of the plane and crew? Any other information would be
appreciated.

"Note from overseas"

Posted by Jim Derk on 1/16/2005, 4:00 pm

Your webmaster has received this:

Dear Sir,

On the wall in front of me hangs a photo of 457 Bomb Group / Station 130, Glatton, England.

In 1975 | took over and developed Conington Airfield - Glatton during the war - until 2000 and | gave flying
instructions there during that time.

Reading that Lt.Col. William F. Smith flew in fog a B-25 accidentally into the 79th floor of the Empire State
Building on the 28th of July 1945, | remembered my cousin's husband Efream in New York moving with his
company into this 79th floor office once it was rebuilt. It was another coincidence of the examiner of my FAA
ATPL to tell me, after having passed my test, that he was at that time the last Air Traffic Controller to speak to
Lt.Col. William F. Smith and to hear his last words before crushing into the Empire State Building.

My grandfather and his ancestors back to 1785 were US-Citizens and pioneers in Texas, but my mother was
British, and on the way to England to register as a British citizen, | was trapped in Germany on the day the war
broke out. | survived Gestapo prosecution and arrest several times accepting the completely unprotected
production of pure uranium metal in the village of Zechlin, Germany, North of Berlin. The 457 Bomb Group
destroyed successfully the Uranium Oxide factory in Oranienburg, but the tons of uranium | had produced fell
into the hands of the Russians. There was a Russian Spy in Zechlin and my boss, a St. Petersburg born German,
helping to prevent Hitler from developing any atomic power, had the uranium hidden in the ground for the
Allied Forces. It was the first uranium the Russian ever had.

My boss and his team were flown to Russia and had to produce uranium for the Russian atom bomb. | was the
only one to escape to the West and finally to Britain with the help of an Major of the US-Army. My book: 'The
Truth Is Marching On' explains the details, and maybe you are not interested at all in the information | gave
you today. | just had to mention it!

Deeply thankful for the heroes of the 457 Bomb Group,

Best wishes,

Erwin

Rev. Capt. Erwin L. Klinge OBE FInstD
Hamilfield House

Beith

GB-Ayrshire KA15 2JQ (Scotland)
E-Mail: ####@aol.com

Posted by Ruth Shulman on 7/18/2005, 11:23 pm, in reply to "Note from overseas"

Dear Erwin: | shall treasure this letter and add it to the book your wrote about your miraculous survival during
WW11. You have certainly been blessed to meet out-standing human, humane individuals during a time of
crisis. Someone was looking out for you, and had plans for you later on. Mazel tov!!! and Bless you!!

“Looking for relatives”

Posted by Jack Muth on 7/22/2005, 7:53 pm

Pilot was John Fox from California; bombadier-Dick Hinman. mid west - co-pilot "Rocky," from Utah - navigator
- yours truly as above. If any of you, or relatives can react to this let me know - tjis is my last call, | guess it's
time to put it away forever.



"Aircraft Name"

Posted by Bob Chatham on 1/1/2005, 4:36 pm

In an aircraft publication (The Lady, Charlottesville: Howell Press, 1993) there is a modern day photo of a B-
17G. The photo caption says the B-17G is at Wright Field in Dayton, OH. The photo caption and the photo itself
show the name of the plane to be "Shoo Shoo Baby."

On a trip to the USAF Museum in 2002 | photographed a B-17G whose name was "Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby."
Note that there are three "Shoo" words on the aircraft in the museum and two "Shoo" words on the one in the
book.

My questions:

(1) Were there two well-known B-17s with one being Shoo Shoo Baby and the other being Shoo Shoo Shoo
Baby?

(2) Was there only one B-17 by that name and somewhere along the line someone added one more "Shoo?"
(3) Was there a poplular song of the era by the name of "Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby?" On both B-17s (in the book
and in the USAF museum) there are muscial notes painted alongside the aircraft name.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/5/2005, 2:01 pm, in reply to "Aircraft Name"

I have no first hand knowledge for your questions but here is what | found on the internet along with an
educated guess. Others, please correct me if I'm wrong.

1. An internet search reveals several planes named either Shoo, Shoo or Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby.

2. There were no restictions on having multiple planes with the same name although | suspect that there were
no more than one plane of each name in a bomb group just to avoid confusion. Generally, the original pilot
named the plane whatever he wanted.

3. Another internet search reveals that their were several people that did this song but the most popular was
the Andrews Sisters who did it in 1943 for the movie Three Cheers for the Boys. | remember the Andrews
Sisters version. We must have had this record around the house in the late 1940's or early 1950's.

Posted by Bob Chatham on 7/24/2005, 11:45 pm, in reply to "Re: Aircraft Name"

Jerry:

Research on the names "Shoo Shoo Baby" and "Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby" revealed a couple of answers.

One website | visited (USAF Museum) indicated that a new aircraft commander arrived and added the third
"Shoo" when he took command.

Another website indicated that once the crew had chosen "Shoo Shoo Baby" as the name, they discovered
another aircraft by that same name so they decided to add the third "Shoo."

Either way, it's an interesting bit of trivia.

"Savannah Reunion - 2005"

Posted by Dan Nose on 7/24/2005, 1:11 pm

Nancy, | did as you suggested to check your message board for the Itinerary for the reuion and did not find a
listing of the proposed activities. I'm calling today to make our reservations and hope to receive the rest of the
information concerning the reunion this week.

Posted by Jim Hanley on 7/25/2005, 6:05 pm, in reply to "Savannah Reunion - 2005"

Nancy: A while back | also checked your message board and did not find any definitive data, plus this past
Friday (July 22) I sent an e-mail to you advising that | had not received the latest news letter. This will be my
first visit to a reunion and | need data to make my plans as | mentioned in my e-mail of 7/22

Posted by Jim Hanley on 7/25/2005, 6:24 pm, in reply to "Savannah Reunion - 2005"

Nancy: Accept my apology for my earlier response to this subject as | had forgotten that | did get information
about the Hotel, and schedule of events from your posting of 7/7/05; however | still have not received the
news letter.

" "
Newsletters
Posted by Nanc y Henrich on 7/21/2005, 7:09 pm



Just to let everyone know, THE NEWSLETTERS WERE MAILED LAST WEEK. | still have not gotten mine (I always
send myself one to know that they are out). | just called the bulk mail department where | left them last week
and was assured that they were sent out. The clerk that | talked to was the same one who was there when |
mailed them. He was not very helpful in determining what the problem is, just assured me that he did get
them on their way. They go to Denver first, and are distributed around the country from there. They truly are
IN THE MAIL. Nancy

Posted by craig harris on 7/21/2005, 8:51 pm, in reply to "Newsletters"

Nancy: Thank you for your checking on the NL and thank you for your thoughtfulness in letting us know. We
look forward eagerly to receiving it.

Cheers! craig

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/26/2005, 1:39 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletters"

Craig, thanks for your note. | can't tell all of you how | am agonizing over this newsletter. | mailed TWO WEEKS
ago...l called last week and was told it was sent to Denver and that it is up to them to get it mailed. Still no
newsletters...so Dad and | went to see our Station Manager today...she promised to check and call me back.
No call back. I called her this afternoon and she was less than helpful and still did not have a response. | called
again and asked to speak to the Post Master. He was not in, but will be in tomorrow at 6:30 am. | assure
everyone | will be going over to see him personally. | believed that bulk mail, although usually slower, was the
best way to go because it would cost a litttle more than triple the cost to not use bulk mail. My husband
graciously allows me to use his bulk mail stamp, and up until now, with the exception of a few east and west
coast newsletters, the post office has been fairly quick. Now, I'm not sure bulk mail, although cheaper, is the
best way to go. | always get mine 2-3 days after | mail. | will hope to have an answer tomorrow morning and
will post a response.

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/26/2005, 1:50 am

To those of you looking for my posted messages giving advance information on the reunion, please see my
posts of 7/7,

"Newsletter and Reunion Information" and another one today, 7/26. Look for my name and you will see my
posts. | also posted a response to Craig Harris's post about the newsletter. My answer to him will give you all
information about the problems | am experiencing with the Post Office. If anyone wants to call the post office
and back me up on this, call Tony Arguello, Post Master, at 719-####. Our bulk mail stamp number is Pueblo,
CO 276, registered to my husband, Bob Henrich.

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/26/2005, 3:56 pm
| just received a message from Hugh Arnold in Greeley that he received his newsletter. Hallelujah!!! That
means the rest of us should be getting ours as well. What a relief! Nancy

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/26/2005, 3:59 pm, in reply to "Newsletter"
| sure would like to hear from others as you receive your newsletter. Name and state gives me an idea of how
they are going out. Thanks. Nancy

Posted by Willard Reese on 7/26/2005, 6:32 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter"

Nancy.

| got the Newsletter this afternoon (Tuesday) 7/26/05 here in Florida. They should all be flying around the
States by now.

Hap

“Eyewitnesses on the attack against Drensteinfurt on the
23rd March 1944”

Posted by Dr. Jochen Rath on 7/27/2005, 8:16 am

Ladies and gentlemen,

again I'm asking for eyewitnesses on the attack against Drensteinfurt on the 23rd March 1944,

I’'m the chief archivist of the Kreisarchiv Warendorf (archive of the county Warendorf). The town of
Drensteinfurt, which belongs to the county Warendorf southwest of Muenster/Westphalia, has been attacked



seriously as a target of opportunity on March the 23rd 1944 by the 457th bomber group because the primary
target, the airfield of Lippstadt, was covered with clouds.

From the NARA |'ve recieved detailed informations, especially the operational report etc.

Now I’'m looking for further informations and photos. Is there anybody still living, who was involved in the
attack on Drensteinfurt on 23rd March 1944 and is interested in remembering the circumstances of this
attack?

Are there loading lists for that day? Does anybody know which bombers were involved in this attack? Why did
"skunk hollow" not drop its” bombs?

Thank you for any kind of answer.

Yours sincerely

Dr. Jochen Rath

Kreisarchivrat

Kreisarchiv Warendorf

jochen.####@kreis-warendorf.de

http://www.kreis-warendorf.de

http://www.archive.nrw.de/archive/script/archiv.asp?nr=385

"Newsletter update and more Reunion information"”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/26/2005, 1:29 am

FYL.....fly into the Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport...14 miles from the hotel...Hilton Savannah
DeSoto. Airlines that fly in to that airport are:

Air Tran

Continental Express

Delta Connection

Northwest

US Airways

American Eagle

Delta

Independence Air

United Express

Transportation to/from the airport can be arranged with: Gray Line Savannah Airport Express by calling 1-800-
845-5582. Round trip is $25 per person or less if there are more people. Rental cars are available: Avis, Dollar,
Hertz, Thrifty, Budget, Enterprise, National/Alamo. Parking is available for S5 per day and Valet parking for $10
per day.

Any other questions, please email Nancy. | am still waiting for my newsletter just as everyone else is. | always
mail one to myself to know that they are out. Dad and | went again to the post office today to find out what is
going on...never got an answer or a call back. Tomorrow morning, | go to see the PostMaster himself. Will post
tomorrow on the message board as soon as | get an answer. Please do let me know if you have any questions.
Nancy

Posted by Jim Hanley on 7/26/2005, 7:45 pm, in reply to "Newsletter update and more Reunion information"

| just looked up Hilton Savannah De Soto/Savanah,

Ga and found that there are no rooms available for the period 9/18-9/23 | also tried to call the hotel # on my
cell phone the number given and did not make connection with the hotel people. Is there some one to contact
about getting a room or is the hotel's 236 room all booked up?

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/27/2005, 11:51 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"

Are there alternate hotels nearby? Does the bomb group have some rooms reserved that are not yet taken?
What are the rates?

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/27/2005, 5:05 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"



Reunion rates apply 3 days before and 3 days after the reunion. Reservations need to be made by August 19.
Rates are: single/double: $99
triple: $109 quad: $119.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/28/2005, 10:12 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"
What does this mean? Can we get this rate if we only stay the length of the reunion?

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/28/2005, 9:09 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"

No, it just means that you can get that reunion rate during the days of the reunion as well as up to 3 days
before and 3 days after. You can stay as many days as you like.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/29/2005, 8:23 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"

Thanks. | troed the on line reservations and got the same answere, that they were all booked up for the Bomb
Group Reunion dates. | made my reservations yesterday, calling the 800 number provided and they still had
rooms left. Tell others to not beleive the on line reservations that says they are all booked up for these dates.

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/27/2005, 5:02 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"

| just spoke to Lori Barnett, our hostess for the reunion, and she confirms that there ARE STILL ROOMS
AVAILABLE. Call 1-800-##t#

...that is directly to the Hilton Savannah DeSoto. If they are busy, the switchboard will roll your call over to the
National Hilton switchboard...in that case, ask for "In-house reservations". Be sure to state that you are
registering with the 457th Bomb Group Association Reunion. It is NOT possible to register on-line for our
reunion. Let me know if you are having problems. | will email Lori's phone number to you. Nancy

Posted by craig harris on 7/27/2005, 8:53 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter update and more Reunion
information"

Jim: 8:40 PM Wed. night, July 27. | just booked a room by calling the 800 number mentioned in Nancy's first
message. Was handled speedily and efficiently by national reservation service, at the proper room rate. Had
received confirming e-mail by the time | could leave the phone and get back to the computer. Give it a try,
should work. Good luck. Cheers! craig

"Airbase in South Cerney England during ww2"

Posted by Sandi MclIntyre on 7/29/2005, 11:06 am

I'am looking for information on South Cerney Airbase in England during ww2. | had a family member based
there - was killed July 11,1943 in what we believe to be a training accident. Interested in what sort of base this
was. Thanks for any help or direction. Sandi USA

Posted by Sheila on 7/30/2005, 4:15 pm, in reply to "Airbase in South Cerney England during ww?2"

Sandi, this base was in Gloucestershire, and was a British RAF base.

Sorry | have such little information about it. It has been used as a Flying Training School, and it's possible, that
was what it also was used as during WWII. Do you know if your relative was training to fly with the RAF?

If you go into Google and type in RAF WWII it should bring up many sites. You may be able to post some
messages and ask for further information from one of these Royal Air Force sites. Good Luck!

Posted by Sandi MclIntyre on 7/30/2005, 4:51 pm, in reply to "Re: Airbase in South Cerney England during
ww2"

Hi Sheila: Thanks so much for the information. | believe my cousin was the instructor - training another pilot
with the English Airforce. | believe the RCAF and RAF were almost as one during WW?2 - but I'am not sure.
Thanks again | much appreciate you taking the time to answer my post. Sandi USA

Posted by Penny Staley on 6/5/2013, 10:50 am, in reply to "SHEILA; SOUTH CERNEY AIRBASE"



Hello Sandi, | realise it is many years since your posting about South Cerney, but | work there and | am looking
into the history of the base. | would be really interested in any informtion you may have on your cousin?

Hope to hear from you, kind regards, Penny Staley

“Eyewitness of mission 18 (Lippstadt, Drensteinfurt)”

Posted by Jochen Rath on 8/1/2005, 2:34 am

Ladies and gentlemen,

obviously there’s nobody, who was eyewitness of mission 18 (Lippstadt, Drensteinfurt) or remembers the
circumstances of this day and attack.

But there is some literature, but it isn’t available in german libraries. Can anybody help my studies on mission
18 by offering copies of pages out of the books written by Bass and Blakebrough mentioning mission 18?
Blakebrough, Ken.: The Fireball Outfit.

Bass, James L. : Fait Accompli — ISBN 0-9648926-0-2, 1995 A Historical Account of the 457 th Bomb Group (H);
Bass, James L. :Fait Accompli Il — ISBN 0-9648925-1-0, 1998 A Pictorial Account of the 457 th Bomb Group (H);
Bass, James L. :Fait Accompli lll- ISBN 0-9648925-2-9, 2000 A Historical Anthology of the 457 th Bomb Group
(H).

Thank you for any help.

Yours sincerely

Im Auftrag

Dr. Jochen Rath
Kreisarchivrat

Kreisarchiv Warendorf

Postfach 11 05 61

48 207 Warendorf

Tel. 025 81/53-2187

H#it#H @kreis-warendorf.de
http://www .kreis-warendorf.de

http://www.archive.nrw.de/archive/script/archiv.asp?nr=385

"Jerry Sale"

Posted by Willard Reese on 8/1/2005, 11:11 pm

Jerry,

Somehow, You've changed your email address....at least | seem to have one that does not reach you.
Would you please email me with your address now.

We need to talk about the reunion.

Willard

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/2/2005, 11:29 am, in reply to "Jerry Sale"

| sent a reply by e-mail. | made my dad and my hotel reservations on Friday and intend to make airline and car
reservations shortly. My dad has requested that he and his lady friend sit at your table for the banquet and me
to if there is room. If your table is full, I'll sit with anyone else. | had a great time in 1999 sitting with Gordon
Townsend and Col. Rogner's son and his children.

"Lt. Curtis J. Overdahl, Navigator 748th Sgn. Crew C065"

Posted by Jim Overdahl on 6/8/2004, 8:29 pm

Message modified by board administrator 6/9/2004, 9:15 am

My dad, Curt Overdahl, was a navigator based at Glatton with the 457th from January through June, 1944. His
e-mail address is ####@yahoo.com. | know he would appreciate hearing from old acquaintances. | love this
site, especially the photos.



Moved also to the Guestbook for better exposure on Message Board this date - Alan Morton

Posted by mary overdahl on 8/4/2005, 11:30 pm, in reply to "Lt. Curtis J. Overdahl, Navigator 748th Sqn. Crew
C065"

Dear Uncle Curtis,

Who could have thought that you and | could reconnect through the internet?

I miss you and | miss my daddy so much.

Posted by Jim Overdahl on 12/23/2014, 12:31 pm, in reply to "Lt. Curtis J. Overdahl, Navigator 748th Sgn. Crew
C065"

My father, Curtis J. Overdahl, passed away on December 4, 2014 at age 97. He flew 32 combat missions with
the 457th during the first half of 1944. My dad always felt he was lucky during the war--and not just because
the bullets and shrapnel missed him. He felt lucky because he served with so many good men who did their
duty, many of whom did not return.

"Triangle missions in 1945; England, Russia, Africa and back
to England”

Posted by James L. Holloway on 8/13/2005, 11:14 pm

My friend SGT William Marsh of Paul, Idaho was shot down east of Berlin on one of these missions. Did more
tah one Bomb Group fly these missions?

H#### @sbcglobal,net

James L. Holloway

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/15/2005, 12:59 pm, in reply to "Triangle missions in 1945; England, Russia, Africa and
back to England"

I'm not sure what you mean by Triangel missions, but there were may bomb groups that bombed Germany in
WWII, some using B-17 and others using other planes. The British also bombed Germany by night.

Posted by Andy Reeves on 8/18/2005, 5:50 pm, in reply to "Re: Triangle missions in 1945; England, Russia,
Africa and back to England"

These were "Round Robin" missions | bvelieve to Russia, Italy and back. Perhaps there was one or two to
Africa.

If | am not mistaken, there were several of these missions flown by several different bomb groups. | do not
believe that the 457th participated in any of these. The logistics to support these were a nightmare and the
Russians as always during this time frame were super supersticious. The answer to your question can be found
either at the history department of the Air War College or the official USAF History.

“New option messageboard”

Posted by Willard Reese on 8/20/2005, 2:42 pm

Board Administrator

We have discovered a new option on our Message Board and have elected to try it out for a few weeks.

Any message that might be responded to further down the page or on page 2 or 3 will automatically be moved
to first place at the top of page 1. This will make your response to old messages visible to everyone when they
bring up the message board. It will also make some nearly current messages move down the page.

Let me know if you find this helpful.

"crew of pakawallup 6/44 to 2/45"

Posted by Jack Muth on 8/7/2005, 7:46 pm
This is my last attempt to find any of you;
Pilot - John Fox

Co-Pilot - Herbert Rocklif

Navigator - Jack Muth

Bombardier - Dick Hillman



Engineer - Alfred Rubino

Radio - Calvin Campbell

Waist - Alfred Fink

Ball - Dorsia Stutler

Tail - Guy Wharton

Its 60 years guys, time to say farewell if any of you are still alive and on the internet; rememember the day we
lost two engines and made an emergency landing in Belgium?

Posted by Carolyn DeLoach on 8/22/2005, 8:17 pm, in reply to "crew of pakawallup 6/44 to 2/45"

Mr. Muth, Although my father was not part of your Pakawallup crew during the summer of '44, he did pilot
Pakawallup, S/N 42-31630, on a couple of missions in June/July of 1944. I've been able to track down two of
his crewmen still living (Navigator Norman Franz and Gunner Raymond Batliner) and the son of his tail gunner
(the late Luster B. Mills). | wish you the best of luck on your efforts to find your crew, if | come across any of
them | will let you know.

Carolyn Deloach,

daughter of Lt. Benjamin Hoyt DelLoach

"Looking for information on my Father"

Posted by Michelle Guyette Zulli on 5/12/2005, 11:48 pm

Maj Earl H. Guyette Jr.

i Believe he was part of your bomber group he flew a B17 Called El Diablo if you have any information
please send to Michelle Guyette Zulli, New Brunswick

Posted by Carolyn DeLoach on 8/22/2005, 11:39 pm, in reply to "Looking for information onmy Father"
| know this is a late response to your message but | just saw an Earl H. Guyette at the following WWII website:
http://www.accident-report.com/WDPOW/wgold.html

Posted by Sue on 10/31/2012, 7:13 pm, in reply to "Looking for information onmy Father"
Shelly - it's me your niece trying to contact you

"copies out of publications about 457th bomb group"

Posted by Jochen Rath on 8/24/2005, 9:07 am

Ladies and gentlemen,

obviously there’s nobody still living, who was eyewitness of mission 18 (23rd March 1944: Lippstadt,
Drensteinfurt) or remembers the circumstances of this day and attack.

The publications about the 457th bomb goup are not available in german libraries.

Can anybody help my studies on mission 18 by offering copies of pages out of the books written by Bass and
Blakebrough mentioning mission 18?

- Blakebrough, Ken.: The Fireball Outfit.

- Bass, James L. : Fait Accompli — ISBN 0-9648926-0-2, 1995 A Historical Account of the 457 th Bomb Group (H);
- Bass, James L. :Fait Accompli Il — ISBN 0-9648925-1-0, 1998 A Pictorial Account of the 457 th Bomb Group (H);
- Bass, James L. :Fait Accompli lll- ISBN 0-9648925-2-9, 2000 A Historical Anthology of the 457 th Bomb Group
(H).

Please help my studies by offering copies. Please give some informations about the costs.

Yours sincerely

Im Auftrag

Dr. Jochen Rath

Kreisarchivrat

Kreisarchiv Warendorf

Postfach 11 05 61

48 207 Warendorf

Tel. 025 81/53 - 21 87

H#### @kreis-warendorf.de

http://www kreis-warendorf.de

http://www.archive.nrw.de/archive/script/archiv.asp?nr=385



Posted by Willard Reese on 8/24/2005, 2:55 pm, in reply to "copies out of publications about 457th bomb
group"

Jochen,

Ken Blakeborough, who is author of the book "The Fireball Outfit", has given us permission to post his book on
this website. There is a lot of time-consuming preparation work but it is a labor of love. Ken's book is
something special. We expect the work to be completed and the book posted sometime in the coming week.
Willard

Posted by Willard Reese on 8/26/2005, 2:28 pm, in reply to "Re: copies out of publications about 457th bomb
group"

Jochen,

The book "The Fireball Outfit" is now on the website. Check the button on the home page to access.

"457 BG 749 BS "

Posted by Art Vaughan on 8/26/2005, 8:54 pm

Lt. Charles J. Herrmann, uncle, pilot, flew briefly (abt 3 missions) in the spring 1945 after years training B-17
pilots in the U.S. Returned when units cycled back to the states. Was a character and liked to play his trumpet
while in flight. New to this. Don't even know how many planes made up a BS. Anyone who can guide me on
finding plane he flew or anything additional would be most appreciated.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/30/2005, 9:54 am, in reply to "457 BG 749 BS "

Try the Loading Lists under Mission Naratives at the bottom of each mission. Perhaps someone else can
explain how to make these more readable (larger) without having to print them out. If you know the dates he
flew, you can shorten your search. Since he flew towards the end of the war, I'd strat searching in the last 2 to
3 months. Good Luck.

"Exercise Tiger"

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/5/2004, 8:27 pm

For those of you who have attended a Mini Reunion of the 457th BG at Peterborough in the past, our dear
Friends Of the Eighth (FOTE) treat we Veterans of 457th Bomb Group to a visit back to the old Glatton Air Base;
then the next day Memorial Day, May 31st, bus the entire reunion entourage down to the Cambridge
American Cemetery at Cambridge, England; and finally on to the Royal Air Force and American Air Force
Museums at RAF Airfield at Duxford, England.

The other night | was watching a series of programs on the preparations that were made for the WWII D-Day
Invasion set for June 5th or 6th, 1944. One program dealt with an "Exercise Tiger" for one full hour. It is the
story of an actual event (classified top secret immediately at the time and for many years after) where
reportedly seven hundred (700) American soldiers and sailors died horrible deaths one (1) night at sea just off
the English coast practicing a Normandy troop invasion of the D-Day invasion set come just weeks away.
What struck me and I'm certain anyone else that has attended these Cambridge American Cemetery Memorial
Day Services is this very long wall that accounts for another event in time during WWII. That was "Exercise
Tiger" wherein hundreds upon hundreds of American soldiers and sailors that died that one single night, are
interned at Cambridge American Cemetery just behind our backs. The actual account follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY -- NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER

805 KIDDER BREESE SE -- WASHINGTON NAVY YARD

WASHINGTON DC 20374-5060

Exercise Tiger

By Operational Archives, Naval Historical Center

Related resources:

Oral History: Recollections by LT Eugence E. Eckstam, MC, USNR (Ret.), medical officer on USS LST 507
MacDonald, Charles B. "Slapton Sands: The 'Cover Up' That Never Was," Army 38, no. 6 (Jun. 1988): 64-67.
"U.S. Toll in France is 70,009; 116,148 Total Allied Casualties." Stars and Stripes [European edition] 4, no. 237
(7 Aug. 1944): 1-2. (Includes a brief description of incident at Slapton Sands). [Original newspaper in collection



of Stars and Stripes held by the Textual Reference Branch, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601
Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740.]

In preparing for the Normandy Invasion, the United States Army conducted various training exercises at
Slapton Sands in Start Bay and in the nearby Tor Bay, beginning on December 15, 1943. Slapton was an
unspoiled beach of coarse gravel, fronting a shallow lagoon that was backed by bluffs that resembled Omaha
Beach. After the people in the nearby village were evacuated, it was an almost perfect place to simulate the
Normandy landings. The training was long and thorough. The culmination of the joint training program was a
pair of full scale rehearsals in late April and early May.

TIGER was the code name of the training exercise for the Utah Beach assault forces under Admiral Don P.
Moon. It was held from April 22-30, 1944. The troops and equipment embarked on the same ships and for the
most part from the same ports from which they would later leave for France. Six of the days in the exercise
were taken up by the marshaling of the troops and the embarkation of the landing craft. During the night of
April 26-27, 1944, the main force proceeded through Lyme Bay with mine craft sweeping ahead of them as if
crossing the channel. Since German E-boats, which were high-speed torpedo boats capable of operating at
speeds of 34-36 knots, sometimes patrolled the channel at night, the British Commander in Chief, Plymouth,
who was responsible for protecting the rehearsal, threw patrols across the mouth of Lyme Bay. These patrols
consisted of two destroyers, three motor torpedo boats and two motor gunboats. Another motor torpedo
patrol was sent to watch Cherbourg, the main ports where the German E-boats were based. Following the
"bombardment" on Slapton Sands, the exercise "landings" were begun during the morning of April 27, and the
unloading continued during the day and the next when a follow up convoy was expected.

This Convoy T-4 consisted of two sections from two different ports. The Plymouth section, LST Group 32, was
composed of USS LST-515, USS LST-496, USS LST-511, USS LST-531, and USS LST-58, which was towing two
pontoon causeways. The Brixham section consisted of USS LST-499, USS LST-289, and USS LST-507. The convoy
joined with HMS Azalea as escort and proceeded at six knots in one column with the LSTs in the same order as
listed above. When the convoy was maneuvering in Lyme Bay in the early hours of April 28, they were attacked
by nine German E-boats out of Cherbourg that had evaded the Allied patrols. No warning of the presence of
enemy boats had been received until LST-507 was torpedoed at 0204. The ship burst into flames, and survivors
abandoned ship. Several minutes later LST-531 was torpedoed and sank in six minutes. LST-289, which opened
fire at E-boats, was also torpedoed but was able to reach port. The other LSTs plus two British destroyers fired
at the E-boats, which used smoke and high speed to escape. This brief action resulted in 198 Navy dead and
missing and 441 Army dead and missing according to the naval action reports. Later Army reports gave 551 as
the total number of dead and missing soldiers. The final training exercise FABIUS took place between May 3-8,
without any enemy attacks.

To keep the Germans from possibly learning about the impending Normandy Invasion, casualty information on
Exercise TIGER was not released until after the invasion. On August 5, 1944, Supreme Headquarters, Allied
Expeditionary Force released statistics on the casualties associated with the Normandy Invasion, which
included information about the German E-Boat attack on April 28. This information was also published in the
August 7 issue of The Stars and Stripes, the daily newspaper of the U. S. Armed Forces in the European
Theater. The Textual Reference Branch, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road,
College Park, MD 20740-6001, holds the originals of both these sources. Over the years, details on the training
exercises and the resulting losses have appeared in such published sources as Samuel Eliot Morison's The
Invasion of France and Germany, 1944-1945 (1957), volume Xl of his 15-volume History of United States Naval
Operations in World War 1l, and Roland Rupenthal's Logistical Support of the Armies (1953) and Gordon
Harrison's Cross-Channel Attack, which are both part of the multi-volume series United States Army in World
War Il.

Posted by Ray Pobgee on 6/6/2004, 2:23 am, in reply to “Exercise Tiger"
Two smaller but relevant books that cover these events are :-

The Invasion Before Normandy by Edwin P.Hoyt

ISBN 0-7090-3266-8

The Forgotten Dead by Ken Small

ISBN 0-7475-0309-5



Ken Small discovered a Sherman Tank on the Seabed off Slapton Sands, it was brought ashore and now forms
the basis of the main memorial to those who were lost. He has carried the banner on behalf of these men for a
number of years and is the leading historian on these events.

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/6/2004, 4:36 am, in reply to “Exercise Tiger"
By the way, that impressive wall | referred to at the Cambridge American Cemetery is called the "Wall of the
Missing."

Posted by Kathleen Bronk Ridgeway on 9/4/2005, 9:36 am, in reply to “Exercise Tiger"

My Dad Alfred Bronk was on the LST499 during Operation Tiger. | have just recently visited with him and he,
although reluctant, did speak of the events. He was more open to discussing the fate of the LST499 on Utah
Beach on DDay. | was able to video some of his memories of both events.

Thanks for your website. | am going to print out and give to him. I am sure he will be interested in it.

"glatton or area"

Posted by BOB CROSS on 9/4/2005, 6:15 am

my wife is the niece of merle vanderhayden of california and she was wondering where her uncles

war service in the uk happened, this would help in her efforts to draw a family background it may help if i say
he met a girl from chatteris who he went on to marry and they went on to live in southern calif after the war

Posted by Sheila Holtzen on 9/4/2005, 4:44 pm, in reply to "glatton or area"

Does your wife know which bomb group her Uncle was with. That would pinpoint which base he served on. If
you know the bomb group, |, or many others, could tell you where he was stationed. As you are probably
aware, there were many bases in that local area.

"Conrad Reiman"

Posted by Malcolm Reiman on 9/9/2005, 4:11 pm
My Dad was a radio operater in the 457 BG, 749 BS. Does anyone remeber him? Respectfully, Mal Reiman

Posted by David Wojtyna on 7/28/2014, 2:35 pm, in reply to "Conrad Reiman"
Mal, | believe my girlfriend is in possession of your father's "short snorter." | really hope this reaches you...
Feel free to contact me by phone @ ####

"Newsletter and Reunion"

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/30/2005, 11:55 am

If you have not received your newsletter or know of someone who hasn't, please let me know so | can get
another one in the mail. | received word from Willard Reese that he got his newsletter, but 2 other members in
the same state have not. | honestly don't know what is going on with bulk mail and this newsletter.

You CAN NOT make your reservations for the reunion hotel on the internet. You will get a message that the
hotel is all booked for those dates. NOT TRUE...but you must call the hotel by August 19.

Posted by Sheila on 7/30/2005, 4:04 pm, in reply to "Newsletter and Reunion"
Nancy, | received my newsletter in Alaska, yesterday, Friday 29th.

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/31/2005, 1:38 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"
Great! Thanks! Nancy

Posted by Robert on 9/7/2005, 8:33 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"

Hi Nancy,

| have been trying to get a hold of you regarding information on the reunion. My father is interested but did
not receive his newsletter. Robert C. Templin ... ssgt.

Can you drop me an email at ####@aol.com Thanks

RT



Posted by Pat Connelly on 9/8/2005, 7:38 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"

| recieved my news letter in Germany 3 weeks ago via the APO, Thanks Nancy, Looking forward to seeing you
all in the States next week, | just hope "Ophilia" does not want to vist Savannah at the same time. Hope to see
you all and good weather soon. Pat Connelly

Posted by Alex Bennett on 7/31/2005, 8:50 pm, in reply to "Newsletter and Reunion"

Nancy, Have not yet heard anything re; the

Savannah reunion. | talked with you earlier and you said | should get the infro anytime before the first of
August. No such thing has happened.

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 8/1/2005, 11:39 am, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"

Alex...the newsletters were mailed over 2 weeks ago, almost 3 weeks in fact. | show your address as 5
Pinewood Avenue Springfield, VT 05156. | will mail you another newsletter this morning. You should have it
shortly. Nancy

Posted by Andy Reeves on 8/1/2005, 5:29 pm, in reply to "Newsletter and Reunion"
Newslatter arrived at Spring Hill FL 7/30/05. Good job. Hope | can make it as | have sold our home and are
moving into a "PARENTS SUITE" at my daughrter and son in laws new home.Thanks-- Andy

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 8/1/2005, 10:40 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"
Thanks for letting me know. Hope you can come to the reunion...Lori Barnett has done a great job in planning
this one.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/2/2005, 8:47 am, in reply to "Newsletter and Reunion"
Dad got his in lllinois last Friday.

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 8/2/2005, 2:59 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"
Great! Thanks for letting me know. Nancy

Posted by George & Jane Pobgee on 8/7/2005, 2:21 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"

Hi Nancy,

Just thought we'd let you know we received our newsletter in England on Saturday 6th August. Thank you. We
are looking forward to meeting up with you all again in Savannah.

George & Jane

Posted by Diane Noon on 9/12/2005, 11:58 am, in reply to "Newsletter and Reunion"

Nancy,

We never received the news letter. My dad Milton Jaraslow wont be able to attend the reunion but we would
still like a copy of the newsletter. You have the correct address for us.

Thanks,

Diane

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 9/12/2005, 10:03 pm, in reply to "Re: Newsletter and Reunion"
It will be mailed tomorrow Diane. Nancy

"Lt. Edward R. Stevens"

Posted by Linda Stevens on 9/14/2005, 12:38 pm

Hi,

My Dad, EDWARD R. STEVENS, served with the 457th, 750 Squadron. | know of 2 planes he flew: The Good
Pickins and the Fish n Chips. | was wondering if anyone might have a picture of either of these planes in flight.

Posted by Willard Reese on 9/14/2005, 1:47 pm, in reply to "Lt. Edward R. Stevens"
Linda,



To see some pictures of your dad and the planes he flew, just enter the following words, one at a time, in the
"Search Box" on the home page: Stevens, Good Pickins, Fish AND Chips. You will also find the nose art of Good
Pickins in the NOSE ART button on the home page.

Hope this helps,

Willard

Posted by Linda Stevens on 9/14/2005, 5:32 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. Edward R. Stevens"
Thanks Mr. Reese. | was hoping that someone might had some other pictures. | know its been a long time and
that there are likely no other pictures, but | thought I'd give it a try.

"Champe Dobler"

Posted by Bob Paulsen on 9/14/2005, 5:29 pm

Champe Dobler has moved. He's recieved no correspondence from his Bomb Group for some time, and he's
concerned that you don't have his correct address. Could someone please verify his address on your database?
Champe's address is:

Champe Dobler

Alameda, CA

Thank you,

Bob Paulsen

Posted by Bob Paulsen on 9/14/2005, 5:36 pm, in reply to "Champe Dobler"
Correction on Champe's address:

Champe Dobler

Alameda, CA

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 9/15/2005, 12:14 pm, in reply to "Re: Champe Dobler"

Please let Champe know that | will put together a copy of the last 3 newsletters and mail them tomorrow,
Friday. | did have his address wrong...| had 801 Harbor Dr. instead of 108. | will correct that in the database
right now. Champe is a Life Member of the Association and | want him to know that we value his membership
in the Association and his contribution during WWII. Sincerely, Nancy Henrich, Secretary and Newsletter
Editor, 457th Bomb Group Association

"Belanger-Hertenstein 44-8368 April 10, 1945"

Posted by Denise on 9/22/2005, 3:40 am

Hello,

My Mother and | were recently contacted by Paul Hertenstein who is looking for Adrian Belanger. They were
on the plane 44-8368 from London to Germany together. Paul was a navigator and Adrian was a radio
operator on this B 17. Paul contacted my Mother and | because he had been told that we are doing genealogy
on the surname Belanger and he was hoping that we knew Adrian. Adrian is not part of our line but we told
Paul that we would try to find any info on Adrian that we could. So | did a search on Google and lo and behold |
found this site. | am hoping that someone has some information about Adrian that | can pass onto Paul. Any
and all help would be appreciated. Thank you for your time.

Posted by Joe Toth on 10/3/2005, 11:32 pm, in reply to "Belanger-Hertenstein 44-8368 April 10, 1945"

Denise - In my search for information regarding Adrian Belanger, | found that on Arpil 10, 1945, he was shot
down as you have stated. The aircraft number 44-8368 crashed in Bernau, Germany. This aircraft was assigned
to the 749th Squadron. Melvin M. Fox was the pilot, Lt. Col. Rod Francis was the Air Commander. The
Bombadier was Capt. Charles E. Musgrove, the Navigator was Beverly C. Robinson, No. 2 Navigator was Paul L.
Hertenstein, Flight Engineer was a Lt. Gerald Zalikofsky, 1st Radio Operator was Lloyd J. Blood, 2nd Radio
Operator was Adrian A. Belanger, Left Waist Gunner - Sgt. Alvin P. Prukop, Tail Gunner was Capt. Monroe J.
Hotaling. Adrian Belanger flew a total of 29 combat missions, this one mission as a Radio Operator, the rest
were as a Flight Engineer in 16 different aircraft.

Posted by Denise on 10/5/2005, 4:35 am, in reply to "Re: Belanger-Hertenstein 44-8368 April 10, 1945"
Hello Joe,



Thank you for responding to my post. | think Mr. Hertenstein is wondering if Mr. Belanger is still alive and if so
where he lives. But | will pass this information on to him just the same. Once again thank you.
Denise

“Death of ‘ Jack’ V. Van Ingen”

Posted by John Van Ingen on 10/12/2005, 1:39 am

Hello to all,

This is to inform you that John "Jack" V. Van Ingen died on Sunday, October 9, 2005. He is survived by his wife
Jean and | will be able to convey messages for her and answer any questions anyone may have. One of his
fondest memories was the reunion at Gettysburg that they arranged. The funeral will be Saturday, October
15th, at 2pm, in Hamilton, NY. Jack will be buried at Saratoga NY National Cemetery at a later date. | know he
misses you all. If anyone would care to make donations in his name, the 2 organizations are yours and the
Alzheimers Association.

Blessings and thanks,

John Van Ingen

My email is ####@adelphia.net
snail mail John Van Ingen
Norwich, NY 607-##

“military slang”

Posted by James Neff on 10/19/2005, 7:20 pm

| ran into an interesting book on military slang today. Thinking it was just a simple word and definition list, |
was surprised to find many, many unpublished photographs from the war, as well as Korea and other conflicts.
It is worth a look. Some terms are funny. Some insulting. But most we've all used at some point.

"License Plate Frames"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/17/2005, 9:22 am

Someone at the Savannah Bomb Group Reunion was taking money for license plate frames with the
understanding that they would be made if enough people signed up or the money sent back otherwise. Does
anyone know the status?

Posted by R.T.Benos on 10/17/2005, 9:49 am, in reply to "Licesne Plate Frames"
| would be interested in purchasing the 457th license plate frames if you need additional purchasers. What's
the status?

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 10/17/2005, 12:47 pm, in reply to "Re: Licesne Plate Frames"

License plate frames have been ordered...but | don't have a date on when to expect them. | ordered them last
week, so | expect | will have them within the month. | will post a message when they are in and | have mailed
them out to those who ordered. | will have a few extras available and will post that as well. | will set one aside
for you Mr. Benos. Nancy Henrich

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/20/2005, 1:00 pm, in reply to "Re: Licesne Plate Frames"
Thanks Nancy. I'll tell my dad.

"A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"

Posted by Dawn Parker on 9/20/2005, 1:27 pm

My grandfather, A Smetana, was the tail-gunner in a B-17 nicknamed the Big Gass Bird from 1944 to 1945,
based out of England. I'm looking for more information, possibly pictures, of he and his crew. If anyone could
assist me in this search, | would be incredibly grateful.

Posted by Dawn Parker on 9/22/2005, 12:21 pm, in reply to "A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"



Adolph Joseph (A.J.) Smetana was a tail-gunner in a B-17 in the years 1944 to 1945. He was approximately 22
to 23 years old. "Big Gass Bird" was the nickname of his particular plane. I'm not sure if the info | have is
correct, but what I've found states that he may have been in Squadron 748 and that his number may have
been 43-38394.

Assistance would be helpful.

Posted by Willard Reese on 10/1/2005, 6:45 pm, in reply to "Re: A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"

We have that aircraft listed on the website as "BIG GAS BIRD". (note one less S ). If you put this name in the
"Search Box" on the home page you will find a couple references to this aircraft. At one time this aircraft was
also name "Wreckless".

Posted by Willard Reeseon 10/1/2005, 6:50 pm, in reply to "Re: A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"
| did not mention that the number 43-38394 is the serial number of the aircraft. If you enter that in the
"Search" box on the home page you will find several more photos of the plane.

Posted by Mal Reiman on 10/22/2005, 1:56 pm, in reply to "A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"

My Father, Conrad Reiman,was the radio operator of the Big Gas Bird #43-38394. | have listed the crew
members names on the message board under searching for crew Big Gas Bird dated 10/14/05. | also have a
shorter message looking for anyone who knew my Dad. He had listed the tailgunner as Sgt Willard "Red"
Saltink.If anyone is in contact with any of them please put them in touch with me at ####@aol.com

Posted by Ken on 3/20/2016, 1:24 pm, in reply to "Re: A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"
| just started digging a little into my Dads service record and found this post. | realize this started some time
ago but would love to hear anything anyone can tell me about Red Saltink (Willard Saltink)

Posted by Tim Smetana on 3/11/2015, 1:19 am, in reply to "A.J. Smetana: Big Gass Bird"

My uncle was Adolph J. Smetana. He was a tail gunner with the 351st, 511th Clint Ball squadron out of
Polebrook England. He grew up in Medford, Oklahoma. Some of his missions are in the book "castles in the
Air"

"Artist seeking help from BG members"

Posted by Jim Derk on 10/23/2005, 2:04 pm

| received this message and thought some members could help

Sir,

| am an illustrator based in the UK that is currently researching 457th
BG B-17s. | am wishing to expand the numbers of 457th BG B-17s that
appear on my web sites and would like your help if possible.

| want to produce illustrations of up to 20 457th BG B-17 from all four
of the constituent squadrons. | would be grateful for any suggestions
you may have for representative or famous B-17s from your group that
would be suitable for me to cover in artwork form.

So far | have three 457th planes on my site, these being:

40. B-17G-50-VE 44-8152 MISS IDA of the 748th BS/457th BG, Glatton,
October 1944

41. B-17G-80-DL 43-37733 Ace of Hearts of the 749th BS/457th BG,
Glatton, 1944/5

42. B-17G-105-BO 43-39211 Maguire's Chop House of the 750th BS/457th
BG, Glatton, 1944/5

| will send a further E-mail with JPEGs attached of these illustrations
so that you can see the kind of work | produce.

At this stage | would be extremely grateful if you could let me know
the colours applied to the prop bosses of each of the 457th BG B-17s.
If you can help in these matters (and | eventually have more 457th
illustrations available) you would be welcome to use them on your site



if you feel that would be appropriate. As an example, the 100th BG
website currently has a number of my illustrations in use and will
shortly be adding many more.

The URL for my sites are as follows;
https://www.aviationillustration.com/shop/

My 457th illustration are NO.s 40-42 on the ETO 1st AD B17s page
http://www.markstyling.com

The 100th BG site of course is as follows;
http://www.100thbg.com/

Yours,

Mark Styling

http://www.markstyling.com

Posted by craig harris on 10/24/2005, 2:52 pm, in reply to "Artist seeking help from BG members"

748th Sq., - blue

749th Sq., - red

750th Sq., - white

751st Sq., - yellow

Unfortunately, the late Roger Freeman got the 748th and 749th reversed, and that error has been propagated
elsewhere.

Cheers!

"What Constituted a Mission?"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 9/1/2005, 9:46 am
Since getting missions in to complete a tour was important to everyone, what constituted a mission counting
towards a compelte tour? Take off? Bomb Drop? Other?

Posted by Murray Swerdlove on 10/31/2005, 8:32 am, in reply to "What Constituted a Mission?"

Our crew was credited with a mission when we were forced to abort after losing an engine approaching St. Lo
in France. Upon return we were asked if we saw Flak, which we did and although only one minor crack was
made in the nose, we were given credit for that mission.

“Sgt. Edward J. McGurren”

Posted by Edward McGurren on 10/31/2005, 4:54 pm

Does anyone remember Sgt. Edward J. McGurren who was on Feb 23, 1945 in the lead crew with Major
William F. Smith & Capt Don Seesenguth? A photo of the crew is posted on this website. Naturally, he also was
on other crews in 1944 - 1945. | have the same name (unusual spelling) and would like to hear any information
on him, his family or any contact info. ANY info, even if you just remember him, would be appreciated. Thanks,
Edward McGurren

IIIVIy dadll

Posted by steve on 11/12/2005, 9:05 am

Looking for bomb squad my dad was part of -- what i gathered so far. It is probable not here but here is info
of the Military Record and REport of Separation Certificate of Service paper-
dad arrived at North Africa on May 22, 1944 Coming back Dec 15, 1944

His serial number is: 0 78 373

The battles and campaigns listed are:

Air Offensive of Europe

Rome Arno, Germany

Normandy

North France

South France

North Appenines



His Military Ocupation and number was:

Navigator 1034 His Decorations and Citations are:

EAME Ribbon

Air Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters---One Over-Seas Service BAr

Auth 7 Bronze Battle Stars and later a Lapel Button Issue ASR ( 12 May 45) 84 pts

On another of the papers another number seen after his name on the Orders for Active Duty form: 16056713-
this was dated March 10, 1943 This was when dad was still a PVT and telling him he had to go into the service.
On the Separation Qualification Record it says:

His flight from Natousa Italy were he flew his bombing missions from was:
June 11, 1944 to November 13, 1944

Another paper lists as office symbols at the top, midway it states

Special Orders HeadQuarters 3 FEB 44

No 28 Army Airforce Navigation School

San Marcos Army Air Field

San Marcos, Texas

Extract

a paragraph with alot of symbols used

then underneath that paragraph is:

ATCHD UNASGD TO 1152nd NAV THG SQ:

AFTD 2ND LT AC- AUS

MILLER, NEIL J 16056713 0708373 Wisconsin Rapids, Wisc

By order of Colonel Hutchison:

P. C. Musgrave

Major, AC

Adjutant

Official: /s/ P. C. Musgrave

P. C. Musgrave

Major, AC

Adjutant

A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

signed by

ELMER J. DRUHA

1st Lt., AC

Posted by John Pearson on 11/14/2005, 8:33 pm, in reply to "My dad"

Steve: The 457th Bomb Group was based in England.

Also, the 16056713 most likely was his enlisted man serial number while the O-708373 was his serial number
as an officer (the first digit is a capital letter standing for officer rather than a zero).

John Pearson

"Black Puff Polly"

Posted by Joel on 11/12/2005, 11:12 am

I had a wonderful talk with a gentleman yesterday who was a crewmember of Black Puff Polly that was shot
down over Germany in 1944. It was an interesting conversation and | thank him for that. He was reading a
book at the time of our conversation titled "Black Puff Polly". | have searched the internet looking for a copy
but can't find one under $55.00. Does anyone know where | might be able to get a copy?

Thank you to all of our veterans.

Posted by Murray Swerdlove on 11/15/2005, 6:22 am, in reply to "Black Puff Polly"
You can buy Black Puff Polly from the Borders Books web site @ $15.95.

Posted by A. Nonny Moose on 11/15/2005, 4:18 pm, in reply to "Black Puff Polly"



Sorry to puncture your balloon. Have been searching since your first message. The $15.95 was the original list
price, and that, indeed, appears on www.bordersbooks.com. However, actual, real listings show a minimum
price of $55, which puts you back where you started. Sorry.

“What does "TT" stand for?”

Posted by Edward McGurren on 11/20/2005, 12:31 pm

Can someone help me with the Operational Loading List of the bomb crews of the mission? Under "Duty Crew'
what does "TT" stand for? What does the column "Mil Ass" stand for and under this column what does "AEG"
stand for? Great site... thanks for your help... it is appreciated.

"My Senior Thesis Project”

Posted by John Floyd on 11/20/2005, 12:44 pm

Dear member of the 457th Bomb Group [H]:

My name is John Floyd. | am a senior at McDaniel College. | am a history major and | am writing a senior thesis
on how close government records came to recording the truth during World War Il. | have chosen the 457th
Bomb Group [H] and more specifically the 748th Squadron as a starting point for these interviews because my
grandfather, Wilmot Miller, served as a bombardier/navigator with the outfit. From my primary research he
flew from the 13th of August 1944 to the 28th of October 1944. If you have any personal stories that you do
not mind sharing | would much appreciate those. To say again, my thesis is to see how close does government
records come to the personal recollections of those who served. My email is ####@mcdaniel.edu. | have two
mailing addresses, my on campus mail is:

John M. Floyd

Bethesda, Md.

my home phone number is: 301-####. Just leave a message and | will get back to you as soon as possible.
Thank you very much for reading this and | hope to hear from you in the future.

Posted by katherine on 11/24/2005, 1:54 am, in reply to "My Senior Thesis Project"

Hi John,

| am a student at Lewis and Clark College and | am doing an editing project for my historical materials class
using my grandfather's POW diary. The diary is mostly about POW life, but the first entry is an extensive
account of being assigned the mission, being shot down, and picked up by the Germans. My grandfather,
William J. Morrow was in the 750th squadron and was shot down while on Mission 133, 7 October 1944.
Feel free to email me if this document sounds like it might be useful or if you have questions.
H####@Iclark.edu

“Happy Thanksgiving Day”

Posted by George & Jane Pobgee on 11/24/2005, 3:48 pm

Just wanted to wish a very happy Thanksgiving Day to all our friends in America, and to say we look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible in England next May.

Love

Jane & George

“Thank you”

Posted by Edward McGurren on 11/25/2005, 2:21 pm

On Thanksgiving, no matter what faith we follow, we all give THANKS to all of you who fought in World War |
and especially all in the 457th. You are a special group of lads who did the job so we can enjoy this great
country of ours every day of the year. All of our family thank you and salute you for a job well done.

"Hiddin Heros"

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 11/8/2005, 1:01 pm
Hi Veterans look to find any "Hiddin Heros" out there this current Air Force program to honor those who have
gone before us (Current Active Duty) If there any 457th BG Members who have recieved The Bronze or Silver



Star during there time in Service can you please responed to this posting or Email me with your Citation or the
person who recived it or just brief recap of how the award was erened | sure like add a FirerBaller to offical AF
History and Honor and Remember the Sacrifes you made for our Freedom Thanks Hope to hear from you
Soon!

TSgt Patrick J. Connelly

Posted by craig harris on 11/8/2005, 5:02 pm, in reply to "Hidden Heros "

Pat, James Bass compiled a list of our Silver Star winners some time ago, | think it was when he was putting
together Fair Accompli lll. | don't know about Bronze Stars.

James L. Bass, Carthage, TN tel 615-#### fax 615-####, e-mail: ####@bellsouth.net.

Cheers! craig

Posted by Pat Connelly on 11/9/2005, 1:10 pm, in reply to "Re: Hidden Heros "
Thank You Sir | will check the Books and E-mail Mr.Bass if | have any further Question Thanks again and look
forward to see all of you again in England next May take care, Pat Connelly

Posted by Pat Connelly on 12/4/2005, 6:15 am, in reply to "Re: Hidden Heros "

Just wanted you all to know we chose Sgt Foltz Silver Star Recipient his broadcast was 28 Nov 05 (I'll try to get
a copy) | want Thank all Of You who helped me Mr. Harris, Mr. Bass Mr. Reese and Mr. Burke. Thanks For help
and we did get a 457th member honored and remembered. Thanks

“Effect of that attack on the warriors in Europe”

Posted by Jack Scarborough on 12/7/2005, 10:12 am

On this Pearl Harbor Harbor Day, | am curious as to the effect of that attack on the warriors in Europe at that
time. | noticed that the 451st did not fly a mission on December 7, 1944. My Dad flew the mission on
December 6, 1944 to the infamous Merseburg. He was also on the disastrous mission of November 2, 1944
where his "Mission Maid" and Willard Reese's Fort were the only planes left in the low box to make it back to
Glatton.

| had hoped to meet Willard Reese at the convention this year but | had a heart attack September 17. | was
fortunate and should recover completely with no permanent damage and | look forward to meeting some of
the guys | read corresponding on this message board.

Good luck to all and "Never Forget!"

Jack Scarborough

Shallotte, North Carolina

“Merry Christmas”

Posted by craig harris on 12/24/2005, 8:22 pm

To all Fireballers, their families and friends and other friends of the 457th. May the Peace of Christmas be
upon you and your households, and may 2006 be, for you, healthy and happy.

Cheers, and Blue Skies! craig harris

"crew of "

Posted by Jack Muth on 11/12/2005, 10:39 am

Last call to any of you still here who crewed this aircraft July '44 - Feb '45. Pilot, John Fox, co-pilot, Herbert
Roclith, bombadier Dick Hinmann.navigator, Jack Muth,enlisted crew -Al Rjaind, Calvin Campbell, Wilfred Fink,
Dorsia Stutler and Wharton Tain. Remember the day we lost two engines and made an emergency landing in
Zaventum, Belgium?

Posted by Chuck Johnson on 12/30/2005, 5:28 am, in reply to "crew of "

My uncle Larry Brennan was a member of the original Pakawalup crew. They flew it from Wendover to Glaton.
Lt Post was the pilot. Evidently when they got to the UK the Post crew left Pakawalup behind in the 457th and
were transferred to the 401st.

There they flew Pakawalup Il and Ill.

Any information you have regading Pakawalup and its original crew please forward to my email address.



Appreciate it.

"eyewitness reports of missions"

Posted by Carolyn DeLoach on 12/31/2005, 10:06 pm

| found Willard Reese's unofficial website and thoroughly enjoyed his mission memories. | noticed that he
linked to some official debriefing eyewitness accounts (Merseberg). | would like to know how would one go
about getting access to such accounts. | can do my own research and live close to DC. Someone please tell me
where those records are located.

Posted by craig harris on 1/2/2006, 11:04 am, in reply to "eyewitness reports of missions"

There is a collection of 457th BG records in the National Archives in College Park, MD, but it is not complete,
and may or may not contain that which you seek. For a listing of archives in thw Washington DC area, go to
www.mightyeighth.org, click on Links. Then click on Air Force Historical Research Agency, Maxwell Field. In the
column at left, under Useful Links, find and click on National Archives and Records Administration. The NARA
home page has more than one way for you to find installations in the DC area. You can use (at left)
Locations/Visit Us, or at bottom of page, National Archives Locations/Washington DC area. Good Hunting. craig

Posted by carolyn deloach on 1/2/2006, 11:25 am, in reply to "Re: eyewitness reports of missions"
Thank you so much. | intend to follow through on this.

"Any information on "Mission Maid" or Frank Rowe
(bombadier)"

Posted by Tim Hayden on 1/20/2006, 6:27 pm

Looking for any information on this aircraft and its crew. Frank Rowe was my Grandfather's friend and | spent
some time interviewing him in December (last year)about his service and his experiences. From this website, it
appears the aircraft Mission Maid # 42-38021 survived 75 missions and ended up back in the states. Can
anyone tell me more. | am trying to put together as much info as | can for family. Thanks.

Posted by Bill Gordeuk on 3/31/2014, 12:12 am, in reply to "Any information on "Mission Maid" or Frank Rowe
(bombadier)"

| have done some recent research on Rowe and his crew though | have no personal connection. It is a sort of
history of WW?2 as experienced by one man. Much, however, is inferred from general sources. | can send you
the info | have for your personal use if | can somehow get your e-mail address. | see your post is 8 years old but
I'll give this a shot, anyway.

Posted by Susan Murphy Rohrer on 7/30/2014, 1:39 am, in reply to "Re: Any information on "Mission Maid" or
Frank Rowe (bombadier)"

My dad George Murphy was the turret gunner on the Mission Maid and | know he served on many, many
missions. | am pretty certain Mr. Rowe came to our home when | was little. | met some of the other crew
members through the years-George Brice for one. | have some flight logs from the Mission Maid. My dad's
crew departed from Gander New Foundland for England pretty early in the US involvement in the war. My
dad's crew with Lt Poor trained all over the west and | have a picture of him in parachute gear at a camp in
Moses Lake Washington. | am happy to talk with you about what | know and have from this crew.

Posted by Susan Murphy Rohrer on 7/31/2014, 12:18 am, in reply to "Re: Any information on "Mission Maid"
or Frank Rowe (bombadier)"

Hi Bill, Would you want to share what you have on the crew? Frank Rowe was a friend of my dad George
Murphy and | remember his visit to our home in Ann Arbor very well.

Susan

Posted by Bill Gordeuk on 11/4/2014, 11:39 pm, in reply to "Re: Any information on "Mission Maid" or Frank
Rowe (bombadier)"



Hello, | created a transcript of Frank Rowe's WW?2 career based on info found on the 457th website and
others. | was inspired to do this by items | purchased at a sale held at his home in Edison, NJ. in 2013. | can e-
mail a copy to you for your personal use. It has info on every mission flown by Crew 408.

Posted by Bill Gordeuk on 3/31/2014, 12:12 am, in reply to "Any information on "Mission Maid" or Frank Rowe
(bombadier)"

| have done some recent research on Rowe and his crew though | have no personal connection. It is a sort of
history of WW?2 as experienced by one man. Much, however, is inferred from general sources. | can send you
the info | have for your personal use if | can somehow get your e-mail address. | see your post is 8 years old but
I'll give this a shot, anyway.

Posted by Susan Murphy Rohrer on 7/30/2014, 1:39 am, in reply to "Re: Any information on "Mission Maid" or
Frank Rowe (bombadier)"

My dad George Murphy was the turret gunner on the Mission Maid and | know he served on many, many
missions. | am pretty certain Mr. Rowe came to our home when | was little. | met some of the other crew
members through the years-George Brice for one. | have some flight logs from the Mission Maid. My dad's
crew departed from Gander New Foundland for England pretty early in the US involvement in the war. My
dad's crew with Lt Poor trained all over the west and | have a picture of him in parachute gear at a camp in
Moses Lake Washington. | am happy to talk with you about what | know and have from this crew.

Posted by Susan Murphy Rohrer on 7/31/2014, 12:18 am, in reply to "Re: Any information on "Mission Maid"
or Frank Rowe (bombadier)"

Hi Bill, Would you want to share what you have on the crew? Frank Rowe was a friend of my dad George
Murphy and | remember his visit to our home in Ann Arbor very well.

Susan

Posted by Bill Gordeuk on 11/4/2014, 11:39 pm, in reply to "Re: Any information on "Mission Maid" or Frank
Rowe (bombadier)"

Hello, | created a transcript of Frank Rowe's WW?2 career based on info found on the 457th website and
others. | was inspired to do this by items | purchased at a sale held at his home in Edison, NJ. in 2013. | can e-
mail a copy to you for your personal use. It has info on every mission flown by Crew 408.

"Ed. Coomes Passing"

Posted by Andy Reeves on 10/27/2004, 4:18 pm

For information of all who knew him, Lt. Col. Ed Coomes,USAF Retired passed away on 26 September 2004 at
his home in Corvallis OR. Ed was a lead crew pilot with the 750th Sq during a full tour and was highly decorated
for several of his missions.

Posted by Diana Reynolds on 10/28/2004, 10:20 pm, in reply to "Ed. Coomes Passing"
Thank you so much for your kind correspondance.
Bill Siler spoke at Ed's memorial service. It was a touch of history which is slowly slipping away.

Posted by Michael Burgess on 1/27/2006, 4:17 pm, in reply to "Ed. Coomes Passing"

My father knew Col. Coomes. He was our neighbor At Larson AFB many years ago. Major Oliver G. Burgess Jr.
and | visited the farm years ago. | am very sorry for his passing.

Mike Burgess

"A-2 Jacket on Ebay; Captain J.D. Ofiesh"

Posted by Jim Derk on 1/20/2006, 9:43 pm
| am going to preserve the photos of this jacket on our site.
Jim

Posted by Jim Derk on 1/20/2006, 9:58 pm, in reply to "A-2 Jacket on Ebay; Captain J.D. Ofiesh"
Link is off to the right of the first post or



http://cgi.ebay.com/WWII-AAF-A-2-JACKET-W-749TH-BS-457TH-BG-
PATCHES_W0QQitemZ6597469981QQcategoryZ4729QQssPageNameZWDVWQQrdZ1QQcmdzZViewltem

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 1/28/2006, 12:47 pm, in reply to "A-2 Jacket on Ebay; Captain J.D. Ofiesh"
That jacket sold for over $1000

"751st Aircraft Names"

Posted by Diane Noon on 12/22/2005, 6:10 am

Hello & Happy Holidays to all!!

| just clicked on the link from the home page for the 751st sq. It stated the aircraft names & listed my father's
as "Queen Bee".

He had named it "Queen Bea" for my mother, Beatrice. Can someone correct that for me?

Thanks,

Diane daughter of Lt M Jaraslow

pilot of Queen Bea

Posted by Willard Reese on 12/24/2005, 7:04 pm, in reply to "751st Aircraft Names"
Diane,

You are absolutely correct. Forgive us for this error . It has been corrected.

Willard

Posted by Rich Salik on 2/1/2006, 6:45 pm, in reply to "Re: 751st Aircraft Names"

My cousin was a radio operator on "American Eagle" of the 751st Squadron, 457th Bomber Group(H). Other
crew members were 2nd Lt Selling, 2nd Lt French, 2nd Lt Marcum, 2nd Lt. Peterson, and Sergeants Shadman,
Conley, Gallucci, and Ryder. His name was Erwin C. Krueger from Chicago. His B-17 went down over Germany
on 12 Sep 1944. Does anyone know if a group photo exists for this crew?

Distinguished Service Cross."

Posted by ANDY REEVES on 1/23/2006, 1:29 pm

In as much as the DSC is just one step lower then the Congressional Medal of Honor, it seems incredable that
there is no mention made in 457th Group History of this award to this individual.l seem to recall that there
were only a very few Silver Stars awarded to group members for their heroic actions in combat. | am not
discrediting the claim of the individual concerned. However, he may have well received the award for a
specific heroic action while assigned another USAAF Unit.

Posted by Andy Reeves on 2/2/2006, 2:01 pm, in reply to "Messages 1/14--1/20,06 Re: Distinguished Service
Cross."

My comments 0f 1/23/06 were specifically directed to the Linda Stevens series of messages re her relatives
being awarded the DSC. Dont know how this ended up being a separate non referenced message--probably
due to the fact that | am 82.

Posted by Linda on 2/3/2006, 12:29 pm, in reply to "Messages 1/14--1/20,06 Re: Distinguished Service Cross."
Over 220 DSC were awarded to the 8th Air Force. It would seem incredible to me no one from the 457th was
awarded the DSC. There is no record of the medals awarded to the 457th in the history. The unit was awarded
the Presidential Unit Citation. Definition:"The Presidential Unit Citation is awarded to units of the Armed
Forces of the United States and allies for extraordinary heroism in action on or after 7 December 1941 against
an armed enemy. The unit must display such gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in accomplishing its
mission under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions so as to set it apart and above other units
participating in the same campaign. The degree of heroism required is the same as that which would warrant
award of the DISTIGUISHED SERVICE CROSS to an individual." Surely, someone among the members of the
457th was awarded the individual award.

“Information on Lt. CHARLES W. JOHNS”

Posted by Linda Stevens on 2/5/2006, 11:27 am



Looking for any information on Lt. CHARLES W. JOHNS, #081549. CHARLES JOHNS was the copilot of EDWARD
R. STEVENS. CHARLES was injured in the landing of the Fish n Chips 7/1944.

“Information on Lt. CLARK/CLAUD SULLIVAN”

Posted by Linda Stevens on 2/5/2006, 11:31 am
Looking for any information on Lt. CLARK/CLAUD SULLIVAN was the bombadier of EDWARD R. STEVENS.

“B. 17 42-97579"

Posted by jean paul Favrais on 1/30/2006, 8:57 am
Hello

| search some information on the B.17 42-97579
shot down the 14 June 1944 ( mission Le BOURGET)
Thank you for your help jean paul

Posted by craig harris on 1/30/2006, 3:13 pm, in reply to "B. 17 42-97579"

Dear jean paul: As we say in this country, "You have hit the jackpot"”, meaning you came up a big winner. The
"official" word on 42-97579, "Local Mission", 457BG, 750 Sq. call letter "U".

Assigned to USAAF inventory 28 Dec.'43.

Assigned Overseas 28 Jan. '44.

Gained by 457BG 23 Feb. '44.

Failed to return 14 Jun.44, shot down by AA fire, crashed at Combles, France. (Mission was to airfields in the
Paris area, Melun and Le Bourget.)

Pilot: Lt. Roy V. Allen - 9 EVD, 1 KIA.

Crew: CP Lt. Verne H. Lewis

N Lt. Lawrence Anderson

B Lt. Joseph C. Brusse

AE S/Sgt. Ray E. Plum

RO Sgt. William C. Goldsborough

AG Sgt. Lwonard S. Renson

AG S/Sgt. Earnest L. Smith

AG Sgt. Gorden Long

E&E (Escape & Evasion) reports 1195, 1195, 1234, 1453, 1454.

MACR (Missing Air Crew Report) 5804

Where you are in luck is that Thomas Childers, a Brit who wrote "Wings of Morning", also wrote a book about
Roy Allen's "Odyssey Through Occupied France and the Camps of Nazi Germany". Title is "In The Shadows of
War, Odyssey through . . . etc". | don't remember where | bought my copy, probably Amazon.com.

Henry Holt & Company, LLC, 115 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011. ISBN 0-8050-5752-8.

Key words: 1.World War; 1939-1945 -- Underground movements -- France -- Biography. 2. Florin, Colette. 3.
Mulsant, Pierre. 4. Roy Allen. 5. World War 1939-1945--Prisoners and prisons, German. 6. Prisoners of war --
Germany -- Biography.

In the USA, in 2005 the cable television channel, The History Channel, aired a program called "Shot From the
Sky", the story of Roy Allen's ordeal. One should be able to purchase the tape from www.historychannel.com
Best wishes, craig harris

Posted by WM.C.GOLDSBOROUGH on 2/5/2006, 2:23 pm, in reply to "B. 17 42-97579"

The book "In The Shadows of War" can be purchased from any Barnes & Noblebook store.

I'm the Ball Turret Gunner that was on Lt. Allens crew and was shoot down on June 14, 1944 in Plane #42-
97579 LOCAL MISSION. Craig Harris's responce has a couple of errors, which | will try to correct! (1) Lt.
Lawrence Anderson was the (B)and Lt. Joseph C. Btusse was rhe (N)(2)Wm.C.Goldsborough was the (Ball
Turret Gunner)and Armorer not the Radio Operator (2)Leonard E. Henson was the Left Waist Gunner (note
spelling of Henson)(3)Ernest L. Smith was the Radio Operator (4) John M. Miller was the (Tail Gunner)

Posted by craig harris on 2/5/2006, 9:45 pm, in reply to "Re: B. 17 42-97579"
Thanks, Bill for clearing up my errors. Always glad to get the record straight, especially where researchers are
involved.



Cheers! craig

“License Plates”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 2/5/2006, 10:19 pm

Good news...finally!!! The company | order frames from has finally responded and | expect to have the order
shortly. Will post a message as soon as | have them and will mail out right away to those who've ordered.
Nancy

"Walter Sale, lllinois WWII Memorial"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/24/2005, 1:27 pm
The following was recently posted on the Illinois WWII Memorial site.
http://www.springfield-il.com/ww2Memorial/article.php?articlelD=128

Posted by Diane Noon on 12/22/2005, 6:24 am, in reply to "Walter Sale, lllinois WWII Memorial"

Jerry,

Thats an awesome article!

Good for you! | wish my dad would let me submit something like that here. Our local papers are always looking
for vet stories especially since we have a large VA hosp in our town.

Diane

Posted by Jerry Sale on 12/29/2005, 11:42 am, in reply to "Re: Walter Sale, Illinois WWII Memorial"
My dad did not exactly give me permission but he had no objections.

Posted by Marianne Way on 2/6/2006, 4:39 pm, in reply to "Walter Sale, Illinois WWII Memorial"
| am searching the Sale Name. | have a Walter H Sale in my genealogy. What information do you have Walter H
Sale? He was in the crew of Major James Maguire that flew on Dec. 18 1944. Marianne Way

Posted by Jerry Sale on 2/8/2006, 10:19 am, in reply to "Re: Walter Sale, lllinois WWII Memorial"
I have taken this offline and sent you a personal e-mail.

"Mission 166 loading list"

Posted by Michael Burgess on 2/7/2006, 5:27 pm

The mission 166 loading list comes up blank. Is there a problem with the set up? | am trying to do research on
my father Lt. Oliver G. Burgess Jr. and can not open this loading list.

Mike Burgess

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/7/2006, 7:17 pm, in reply to "Mission 166 loading list"

Mike,

You are privledged to have a peak at our new loading list setup. you can view mission 166 at this URL.
Good viewing.

Willard

Posted by Michael Burgess on 2/7/2006, 9:32 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 166 loading list"

Mr. Reese,

The mission 166 loading list never shows up on my computer screen. Is this a PDF file? If it is, they take a very
long time to process to the screen.

Can you tell me if Lt. Oliver G. Burgess Jr. was on that list and which plane he flew? Also can you tell me if he
flew with the 749th Sqd before mission 105?

Thank you,

Mike Burgess

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/7/2006, 9:45 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 166 loading list"
Mike,



Your dad flew mission 166. He flew for the 749th squadron and in aircraft 113. Don't know why this did not
open for you. Check the link URL again. Did you copy and paste or did you just click on the link?
Here is the crew he flew with:

Oliver G. Burgess, Jr

Robert H. Reed

John E. Elwood

Albert P. Banks

Aldo Molestatore

George B. Crockett

Robert J. Burke

Herbert E. Dollar

Kenneth L. Christenson

Hope this helps.

Willard

Posted by Michael Burgess on 2/8/2006, 5:49 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 166 loading list"

Willard,

Thank you very much for the information on the Mission 166 loading list. To date | have found my fathers
name on 39 mission load lists and he was not listed on the November 9, 1944 mission in which he had an
engine fire on take off. He landed hard and the landing gear collapsed. | have been told by relatives that my
father was shot down, but, he and his crew made it back to fly again during the war. | have not been able to
confirm this. | am very curious as to how he made it back with his crew.

Thank you again,

Mike Burgess

"The 457th Bomb Group web site on CDROM "

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/10/2003, 8:19 pm

| have recently received inquiry Emails from families and friends of former WWII members of the 457th Bomb
Group asking if the 457th Bomb Group Association web site offered for sale as a CDROM for $25 each, is
compatible to play on the IBM compatible PC's and the Macintosh PC computers. The Home Page of the 457th
BG web site vacillates pro and con on this issue.

Recently, another offer suggested that a CDROM (version 2) was available for play on both PC compatibles and
MAC operating systems. This advertisement has since been removed and the current advertisement states
that the CDROM disk now for sale is only applicable to the IBM compatible PC computers. Which way is it?
Secondly, some purchasers of the CDOROM disk are upset that the sections entitled Guestbook and Message
Board have been omitted in their entirety. Feelings are that this printed dialog is essential for future
generations, a hundred years from now, to understand the concerns of the Veteran's children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren of today had about their family warriors played during WWII, the make up of the
457th BG in 1943-45.

Comments suggest that the basic web site is a two dimensional account of what happened sixty (60) years ago,
it's static. A third dimension is added to the web site by including the sections Guestbook and Message Board
to the CDROM. This added third dimension dialog is the a heart and soul of these WWII Veteran's offsprings
asking questions sixty (60) years later, that's a dynamic addition for the history books.

Posted by Diane Reese on 10/10/2003, 10:48 pm, in reply to "The 457th Bomb Group web site on COROM "
Thanks for the information, Alan. It is interesting that these enquiries have not come to either the webmaster
or me - | hope people will write to us directly if they have problems. Our email addresses are at the end of this
post, in case anyone isn't sure where to find them.

To address your points:

(1) The ad you saw mentioning "Version 2" was a "coming soon" ad which was posted for two days, but was
removed because of some difficulty securing the additional content we'd planned to add to V2. We did not
want to confuse anyone.

(2) There was one purchaser who was unable to get the cdrom to work on his Mac computers. (Before we
made any duplicates, we had modified the original PC cdrom so it was accessible by Macs.) Since we could not
recreate the error messages reported by that single purchaser, we elected to remove from the website the



wording that featured Mac computers. We thought it would be prudent to do so, until we were able to work
up a set of simple instructions to include with each cdrom for Mac users. We have these now and plan to
include them with the next set to be distributed. (As a test, my older son just this moment opened the cdrom
on an ancient Mac in our library upstairs, verifying that it does work using the instructions we will provide.)
(3) I agree that there are some very interesting discussions on both the Message Board and the Guestbook, but
there are both technical difficulties with reproducing these (the Message Board in particular cannot be
duplicated for inclusion on a cdrom given the technology employed: messages are stored on a remote server,
not one over which we have any control or ownership), and there may also be legal issues (we do not have
blanket authority to reproduce people's comments in other media, and especially not in an item like a cdrom
that is sold to others: there may be copyright issues).

How "upset" are the purchasers who have contacted you, by the way? Given that the webmaster's email is all
over the site and the cdrom, | would have expected he would have heard from any upset people before now.
He has heard nothing.

In future, if you (or anyone else!) receive such communications privately from purchasers or interested parties,
please forward them directly to the webmaster (####@bestnetpc.com) and the "cdrom programming
supervisor" :-) (##t##@mail.com) rather than posting them here on the board. We'll see the emails promptly
and will do our best to respond to any specific concerns directly.

Diane Reese

(PS: You may want to note that this is a labor of love provided by volunteers: the only payment we take is the
cost of our materials. We very much appreciate the kind words of thanks and support provided to us by those
who have enjoyed the fruits of this effort, and we'll keep doing our best to provide a useful document for
those who desire a copy.)

Posted by wayne shearsmith on 2/9/2006, 2:50 pm, in reply to "The 457th Bomb Group web site on COROM "
have an A-2jacket that belonged to SgtEdward Niec 750th sq He served on a B-17named STINKY Does anyone
have info on Niec and Stinky?

Posted by Jim on 2/10/2006, 8:58 pm, in reply to "Re: The 457th Bomb Group web site on COROM "
| would make a new thread about this.

Posted by georgia mp on 2/13/2006, 12:40 pm, in reply to "Re: The 457th Bomb Group web site on CDROM "
sir! | think you should donate or sell your jacket,to the men of this site.l took a look at your web site, military
antq of london.The fact you would ask anyone for information about ed neic. To help line your pockets is an
outrage.please use a little class.Did these men not do enough for you?The price of $2,500 is a small price to
donate for your freedom.

“Falk Dodger Ebay”

Posted by Marcy Adams on 2/13/2006, 11:21 pm
Falk Dodger by Roland Byers is on E-Bay for $29.99 plus $3.00 shipping. Great Book !!

“Lt Robert F Ortiz Pilot”

Posted by Robert C Ortiz on 2/18/2006, 2:43 am

Just found your web sight, my father passed away a few months ago he would have been so happy to know
the 457th is still around. | looked at all the pictures but did'nt see him, i hope someone out there remembers
Robert F Ortiz from San Marino Ca.

Thankyou Robert C Ortiz

"Mission 182 3 Feb 1945"

Posted by Leendert Holleman on 2/15/2006, 7:18 am

The loading list of Mission 182 (3 Feb 1945) mentions two A/C "594": Lt. Greason and Lt. Stanley.

The one of Lt. Greason should read "A/C 954", for it was ship "42-102954" that made a crash landing at
Langemark near Ypres, Belgium that day. There is photographic evidence of this particular B-17 after its belly
landing.



A little monument was erected to commemorate the event and Lt. Haumann was present during the
ceremony.

In the A/C database therefore the entry of "43-38594" (Lady B Good) of having landed at Langemark seems not
to be totally accurate.

Also in the A/C database, the entry of "42-102954" perhaps needs some reediting?

Any comment is welcome.

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/15/2006, 10:14 am, in reply to "Mission 182 3 Feb 1945"

Leendert,

In response to your question of the mission 182, Feb 3rd, 1945.

| have checked our records carefully and find the following:

The loading lists very clearly show that Lt Greason flew with the 749th Squadron on Feb 3rd, 1945 in aircraaft
serial number 43-38594 and that he landed in Belgium on that date. The aircraft named "Lady B Good" was
returned to Glatton and survived the war and returned to the USA. You can see numerous photos of this
aircraft taken at Glatton after the Feb 3rd landing in Belgium.

You may be confusing this incident with the following:

Three days before Lt Greason landed in Belgium, Lt Hottle of the 748 Squadron crash landed near Ypres,
Belgium. He flew aircraft 42-102954 on mission #180 on Jan 29th. The loading lists also confirm this aircraft.
This aircraft was salvaged and never flew again.

In view of these records we do not see that any changes are in order. If you have further information that
might confirm your position, please let us know so that we may set the records straight.

Thank you,

Willard

Posted by Leendert Holleman on 2/16/2006, 2:32 am, in reply to "Re: Mission 182 3 Feb 1945"

Mission 182 narrative of 3 Feb 45 says the plane piloted by Lt Greason crash landed near Ypres.

Lt Haumann was a crew member of this B-17 and | presume he knew the difference between having crash
landed or having left town again after an emergency landing.

Since the B-17 that belly landed and stayed at Langemark near Ypres was 42-102954 and not 43-38594, my
conclusion still is that 3 Feb 1945 is the correct date.

Perhaps it is possible that the crew loading list erroneously said A/C # 594 instead of A/C # 9547

Moreover, A/C # 594 is also mentioned on 3 Feb 45 with pilot Lt Delmar Stanley (749th Sqgn).

Two B-17s with tail numbers "594"?

Leendert

Posted by A. Willard Reese on 2/17/2006, 8:02 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 182 3 Feb 1945"

Leendert

Today | received an email from a Ms Peggy Racine. She states in her email that her father Lt Emile Racine (still
living) flew as copilot for George Hottle on Jan 29th, 1945 and that they crashed landed in Belgium that date.
They flew in aircraft 42-102954 (mission 180). They all returned to Glatton uninjured. | think that we must rely
on the paper trail and the confirmation of Emile Racine to set this record straight.

If you desire, and with Ms Racine's permission, | will send you a copy of her email.

Posted by Leendert Holleman on 2/18/2006, 4:39 am, in reply to "Re: Mission 182 3 Feb 1945"

Looking forward to the e-mail. It seems it can clarify a mix-up in dates, for local historians in Ypres too.
Perhaps then Lt Haumann was mistaken in the plane he flew that crash landed? Anyways, there are pictures of
42-102954 on its belly at Langemark, so that's one thing we're sure of.

Thanks for looking into this matter.

Leendert

Posted by koenraad dumoulin on 10/1/2012, 4:07 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 182 3 Feb 1945"

- | was present at the inauguration of the B-17G serial nr 42-102954 memorial plaque at Langemark.

- | did some research at that time and was also not sure if this was the plane of Lt Pilot Craig P. GREASON & Lt
Navigator Rudolph(y) HAUMANN (457BG - 749BS - A/C #594) seeing the different dates and crews in your
database.



- There are pictures of this B-17 with tail nr undoubtedly visible 2102954 triangle U and Q. This stands for serial
nr 42-102954. | went through the files of your website, it stills need to be clarified if this plane was not flewn
by Lt George HOTTLE Jr (457BG - 748BS - A/C #954)

- It is IMPOSSIBLE that the B-17 crashlanded in Langemark ( leperstraat ) could be repaired and could even fly
again during the war.

- Therefore at this moment | think this B-17 had the Lt George HOTTLE Jr crew coming from the SIEGEN
mission dated 29 Jan 1945

- Did you receive any clarifying documents concerning the crew of that crashlanding?

- Please relay to ####@hotmail.com

"Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong on the

name"

Posted by David P. Harlan on 8/29/2004, 9:44 pm

Please Tell me if you have any information on this plane or its crew members. James W. Brown*, Charles L T
Carroll, Clifton G. Bragdon, Rector L. Soder, John R. Boudreau, And Paul T. Harlan Crew # 337 B-17G Please My
father is 89 years old now (Tailgunner) and | would appreciate some information for him and myself. Thank
you. David P. Harlan

Posted by Joe Toth on 9/5/2004, 11:37 am, in reply to "Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong on the
name"

David- Upon researching for information about your Dad, | found the following information.

First, it wasn't Gray Eagle that he flew on. It was Screaming Eagle and he flew 21 missions on that aircraft and
the rest of them in different aircraft for a total of 35 missions. | have the serial numbers of all the planes along
with loading lists of those missions that he flew. If you are interested in further information, please contact me
at ##H#HH#@juno.com.

Posted by Dave on 9/25/2004, 9:35 pm, in reply to "Re: Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong on the
name"

| am very much intrested, | have E-mailed Mr Toth several times but cannot get a response, does anyone have
any information on Mr. Toth and his response? ####@wideopenwest.com

Posted by Joe Toth on 9/26/2004, 12:22 am, in reply to "Re: Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong on
the name"

Dave, | don't understand why | have not received your e-mail. Would you please try again. My e-mail address is
H###H@juno.com. Telephone me at (719) #### if you can't get me by e-mail.

Posted by Dave on 1/23/2005, 8:32 pm, in reply to "Re: Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong on the
name"

Does anyone have any pictures of the Screaming Eagle? The picture available of the nose art is kind of fuzzy
that is available at the time of this posting Thanks!

Posted by Dave on 6/1/2005, 10:27 pm, in reply to "Re: Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong on the
name"

Finally found my Dad's plane. Proof positive. | have all the missions lists and crew members with help from Mr.
Toth. Thanks again. Does anyone have any pictures of the screaming eagle besides what is available on this
web-site?

Posted by David Harlan on 2/21/2006, 8:50 pm, in reply to "Re: Gray Eagle ? B-17G My father could be wrong
on the name"

Correction, Screaming Eagle! Does any one have pictures of the screaming eagle and its crew members? | am
especially intrested in crew pictures because my DAD was the tail gunner. Thank you! David P. Harlan, Paul T.
Harlan - (father and Tailgunner)

"Loading Lists (Screening Force)"



Posted by Jerry Sale on 2/20/2006, 9:39 am
On the loading list for plane S/N 649, pilot Dale Jeffers, on November 29, 1944, there is a notation above this
entry "Screening Force". Does anyone have any idea what this means?

Posted by Leendert Holleman on 2/22/2006, 1:24 pm, in reply to "Loading Lists (Screening Force)"

Jerry,

As | understand a "screening force" was sent out to both protect own communications (VHF and also fighter-
to-bomber) as well as to jam enemy radio traffic while the bomber force was underway.

Leendert

Posted by Jerry Sale on 2/23/2006, 8:45 am, in reply to "Re: Loading Lists (Screening Force)"
Thank you for your reply. | was unaware that communications could be jammed during WWII. Do you or
anyone else know how this was done?

Posted by Leendert on 2/23/2006, 1:53 pm, in reply to "Re: Loading Lists (Screening Force)"

Sorry, no expert at all about the technicalities, but the B-17 had some devices on board to jam enemy radar.
If you google "spot jammer b-17" or the like you'll find some links to sites on the subject.

A nice one is "The Story of Magic Carpet".

Leendert

Posted by Jerry Sale on 2/24/2006, 11:05 am, in reply to "Re: Loading Lists (Screening Force)"
Thanks for the tip. | found the attached link to be informative.
http://www.398th.org/Research/398th_FAQ.html

"Looking for information on my uncle"

Posted by Jeff Robertson on 2/25/2006, 11:46 pm

I am looking for any information anyone may have on my uncle. His name and rank was 1st Lt. Lawrence
Robertson. He served in the group as a pilot or co-pilot. He served with the group for the duration of the war. |
would appreciate any information concerning him, planes he flew, any crewmembers that served with him.

He passed away in 1978 after a long battle with cancer and no members of his immediate family were
interested in his service.

My father is 70 and suffering from the early stages on Altsheimer's disease and has expressed his desire to find
his service records.

Thank you in advance to anyone who can help me fulfill the wish of my father.

Best regards to all and thank you to all of you who served in the group.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 3/1/2006, 1:08 pm, in reply to "Looking for information on my uncle"

| did some random look ups in the loading lists and could not find your uncle, although | did find 3 other
Robertsons (Beverly, Harmon, William). | also did not find it using the search feature. Suggest looking at the
loading lists to see if you can find it. From there you can look at least look up the missions he was on and get a
description of them.

Posted by Willare Reese on 3/1/2006, 7:57 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for information on my uncle"
Jerry,

| did check out master list that lists all the crews that are in the Loading Lists. Lawrence Robertson is listed with
the following crew:

Lawrence R. Robertson

Joseph P. Sullivan

Ernest T. Evans

Robert J. Finck

William F. Gunton

Dorvon P. Cassidy

Michael D. Flynn

Loren D. Poulsen



Robert W. South

| know it is extremely difficult to search out a crew at this time but when we have completed the loading list
we will have a search machine that will search only the loading list and will pull out every occurance of the
name in the loading list with the Month and Date and Target. That should be about a month away.

Posted by Kathi on 3/31/2015, 12:24 pm, in reply to "Looking for information on my uncle"
Is your fathers name Donald?

Posted by Jeff Robertson on 3/31/2015, 6:26 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for information on my uncle"
yes my father's name was Donald.

Posted by Kathi on 3/31/2015, 7:04 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for information on my uncle"
Then | am your 2nd Cousin. Your uncle Larry was my grandfather.

"Left Waist Gunner (Page 44) Crew Photo's Plane 42-31517
"Augsburg Mission" Feb 25, 1944 (Shot Down)"

Posted by CH(CPT) Kevin B. Compston on 10/18/2005, 10:41 pm

Dear 457th,

The "Left Waist Gunner's" name should be added to the list on your Crew Photo section on Page 44. SGT
Marion D. Ross, is the middle Airman. Third from the left with the big smile. His remains were never found. He
was the left waist gunner on Lt. James C. Chinn B17 Crew. The planes number was (42-31517). The plane was
shot down on Feb 25, 1944. The mission was Augsburg. Marion was from Jackson, Ohio. He was my 2nd
cousin, who | never knew, except through the stories passed down from my family. | am an Army Reserve
Chaplain with over 27 years military time. | was mobilized last year as | am at the present; when | met Lt. Frank
McNichols son over the internet, thanks to your website. | researched last year and was able to hook up with
one of the surviving realitives, as stated earlier, Lt. Frank McNichol's son, a retired (Police Officer) from Miami,
Florida. He provided a wealth of information and a biography of one of the survivors. SGT Marion D. Ross'
name is on the tablets of the missing at Luxembourg Cemetery.

Could you up-date the (Photo Roster) on Page 44 with SGT Marion D. Ross, name added as the Left Waist
Gunner. Thanks for all of your service. It's ironic, | am mobilized again this year, in Honduras at Soto Cano Air
Base. The Command is a Joint Task Force Command made up of U.S. Army and Air Force Units. | am the Base
Chaplain for those unit(s). My Air Force friends joke about there assignment down here.

They say they feel as if they are in the old Army Air Corps or Army Air Forces again. Mainly due to the Air Force
units doing P.T. with us and following Army Regulations and Procedures here at Soto-Cano Air Base. It's a great
joint-group, to provide (Chaplain Support Ministry to).

Thanks for your dedicated service and sacrifices you made for our Country.

God Bless

In His Faithful Service+

CH(CPT) Kevin B. Compston

USAR, CH

JTF-B Command Chaplain

Soto-Cano AB

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 3/2/2006, 2:44 pm, in reply to "Left Waist Gunner (Page 44) Crew Photo's
Plane 42-31517 "Augsburg Mission" Feb 25, 1944 (Shot Down)"

Yes Sir | have to agree JTF Bravo is as close to the USAAF as any moderan AF Troop will ever see at least it was
for me. (I serviced in JTF B 1989-1990) | guess now there are a few more

"opportunities" to serve in the NEW "Army/AirForce" but such is military life in a world at war. TSgt Patrick J.
Connelly USAF son of (T)Sgt AAron B. Connelly 457th BG WWII

"Sgt. Kenneth Hixson/ plane Slow But Sure or Ramblin'
Gambler"



Posted by brian hixson on 2/9/2006, 3:52 pm
My grandpa was a bombardier on "Slow but Sure". Does anyone have any info/pictures of him or the plane

Posted by craig harris on 2/9/2006, 8:33 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Kenneth Hixson/ plane Slow But Sure or Ramblin'
Gambler"

Brian: Go back to home page. In search box, type Slow But Sure, with no quotation marks. Hit Search. You will
get 16 hits, one or more of which may be of use to you. Ramblin' Gambler won't yleld much because, while we
know there was a plane with such a name, we have no serial number identification. Good luck. craig harris

Posted by Joe Shea on 3/3/2006, 10:18 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Kenneth Hixson/ plane Slow But Sure or
Ramblin' Gambler"

Hi: I'm looking at a photo on this site | downloaded. It has a picture of my father,Lt. Jerry Sobjek, who was a
pilot of the Ramblin Gamblers, and Sgt Hixson is in the photo kneeling. It's captioned "completion of 25
missions" I've been trying to come up with plane serial #s, no luck.So contact me, and I'll give youy all I've got.
Not too much.

Posted by Andrew Friesen on 2/19/2006, 11:51 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Kenneth Hixson/ plane Slow But Sure or
Ramblin' Gambler"

My dad was also a bombardier on "Slow But Sure" | know that the planes were used by many different sets of
crews after one set did their tour of duty. | have a few pictures of the plane as | a few years ago posted a
message on this site and got hooked up with the Navigator and the Radio operator on my Dad's crew.

Drew Friesen

"Wishing To Contact Former POW's Of Stalag Luft llI"

Posted by Robert E. Johnson on 3/8/2006, 10:37 pm

| am interested in contacting former POW's of Stalag Luft Ill. Attempting to learn more of the recognition
process during captivity, and liberation/repatriation.

Also process the military required for physical examinations to confirm wounds received performing last
mission, and during captivity.

| located several copies letters signed by Colonel Spivey (Retired Major General). One describes the problems
with the recognition process.

Contact me at ####@aol.com or 623-####.

Robert E. Johnson

Posted by Tom Twohill on 9/16/2006, 2:20 pm, in reply to "Wishing To Contact Former POW's Of Stalag Luft
n

Robert:

| am assisting the brother of Warren L. VanEschen who was a co-pilot with the 94th Bomb Group, shot down
on 4 March 44. lost his leg and ultimately incarcerated at Stalag Luft lll. We believe he may have been
repatriated as he sailed home in Feb '45 on the Gripsholm which was shortly after the evacuation of Luft Ill
(Jan '45). 1 am looking for any records re: his incarceration and repatriation. | am currently attempting to locate
the manuscript papers of Charles G. Goodrich re: South Compound.

Any assistance you are able to render would be deeply appreciated. If | can be of any help to you please do not
hesitate to let me know.

Thank you,

Tom Twohill

"Require Assistance To Obtain The Recognition Due"

Posted by Robert E. Johnson on 12/23/2004, 12:37 pm

Please note | was advised to change the title of my subject, and provide a copy of my initial letter...
Dear Sir,

| happen to watch "Shot from the sky" on the History Channel last night.

I would like to share with you a letter sent to a B-24 forum, and other veterans...

I met an 83-year-old gentleman last year after | noticed his name in a local newspaper article regarding
veterans. | am retired from the military, and was interested when the veteran shared his military past.



He described when as a pilot of a B-24 bomber, he was forced to crash-land his aircraft June 1944, and taken
prisoner by the Nazis. He was forced to march from one prison camp to another during the early part of 1945.
He contacted frostbite of all four extremities.

| asked if he was awarded the Purple Heart, and his reply was, "no." | was familiar with the Army Regulations,
600-45 dated 1943, 1944, and Public Law 104-106, dated February 10, 1996 that was the initial recognition for
former POW's who were wounded while in captivity, or while being taken captive.

| assisted the gentleman with the paperwork to process for the award of the medal. The package was backed
by an opinion from a former JAG officer Colonel, U.S. Army retired. He was kind enough to provide a 5-page
letter confirming my interpretation of the two ARs, and the Public Law. The decision is pending.

Since the experience, the deeper the research into this subject, the more American WWII veterans | find that
experienced frostbite are being deprived what was earned. One can place the blame on many sources. They
may include preference, knowledge, support, and state of mind, among others.

| resent the lack of attention for these veterans. How or who can change the trend that has been going on for a
good part of 8 years? It took the U.S. Government 51 years to finally recognize the POW's that were wounded.
| believe the system should be applied more efficiently, and enforced by someone powerful enough.

| took note when that specialist stood up recently in Iraq, and brought attention to the Secretary of Defense
Rumsfield the lack of armor in vehicles. It sure accomplished a lot.

Do you happen to have a member in your organization that may have the power, or perhaps know of an
individual that does, to correct the lack of recognition these veterans have experienced over 59 years?

There is no doubt there were numerous members of the 457th taken prisoner, and experienced harsh
treatment, including frostbite. | do not understand why | am locating so many veterans that were not
recognized for their sacrifice.

| would appreciate your assistance.

Regards,

Robert E. Johnson

623-HiHi#

Posted by Robert E. Johnson on 3/8/2006, 10:53 pm, in reply to "Require Assistance To Obtain The Recognition
Due"

Recognition obtained! Individual was awarded the Purple Heart June 2005.

Robert

“81 Fighter Squadron- To Mr. Bass”

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 3/12/2006, 8:15 am

To Mr. Bass | just wanted you to know the modren 81 Fighter Squadron is a live and well and Still near the
Rhine River and still fling Thunderbolts too, that is, A-10 Thunderbolt II's the Current 81st FS is here at
Spangdahlem AB Germany and they are very active with the B-17 Museum in Perle LUX. They do alot of the Fly
Overs for the Memorial services in LUX and Belgium to Honor the Airmen of WWII
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“Saying hello to old friends........

Posted by Staff Sgt. Vernon Whatley on 3/13/2006, 8:13 pm

Dear 751 Bomb Squadron: Enjoyed the September 05 reunion in Savannah, Ga. Also write back at
H####@aol.com . this email listed above may not be exactly right.

Thanks for writing back and look forward to the next reunion in Panama City!!!

God Bless America,

Vernon and Mary Whatley

Grand Bay, AL...

Post Script: Written for Vernon by John E. Turnipseed/Friend. Please write back at:
H####@aol.com

"Glatton Sta 130"

Posted by Trevor Butcher on 3/13/2006, 12:05 pm
| have a map of the Glatton airfield amd have recently moved to Conington, which is very close by.
The map shows a range of Sites. Around Conington village, for example are sites 3,5 11 and 12.



| wonder if anyone who was based there during the 2nd World War could tell me the purpose of these sites.
Where they accomodation, messrooms,etc.

Any information would help me understand my new surroundings and help me picture what the area was like
over 50 years ago.

Thanks you in anticipation

Trevor

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/13/2006, 12:59 pm, in reply to "Glatton Sta 130"

Trevor,

Here are a couple aerial photographs that might help you locate some areas. Without seeing your map it
would be hard to explain what those numbers were pointing to.
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Miscellaneous/bbm040.jpg
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/INCOMING/HERBERT/AFStation130Glatton.jpg
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Miscellaneous/bbm086.jpg

Willard

Posted by George Pobgee on 3/13/2006, 4:53 pm, in reply to "Glatton Sta 130"

Trevor

I am one of the English Historians for the 457th Bomb Group and responsible for the care of the Memorials etc
at Connington, | live locally, and | am sure that with the doccumentation | have, and with help of the other
local Historians we will be able to help you with your enquiries. Please feel free to contact me.

Posted by craig harris on 3/13/2006, 11:52 pm, in reply to "Glatton Sta 130"

Hey guys, the sites Trevor refers to are those so labeled on the Glatton Station 130 Site Map shown on page
293 of Roger Freeman's Mighty Eighth War Manual. | think Site 3 was the Enlisted Mess and Site 12 the living
area for the high brass, but as practically all of my time at Glatton was spent in the right cockpit seat of a B-17,
| really had no way to know. | have not the foggiest idea on Sites 5 and 11, but suspect both were lodging areas
for ground personnel. Maybe someone who was there longer can help us. If needs be, | can scan the site map
and send it as a .jpg image. We ought to get together and help this young man. Maybe by the May reunion we
can sort it out. Cheers! craig

"PX orders"

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 2/24/2006, 1:23 pm

If you have ordered a hat from the PX and did not receive it, please call or email Joe...

719-#### or #####@comcast.net

The company that makes the license plate holders said they are ready to ship my order...hopefully, sometime
in this millenium, we will be getting them to you.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 3/15/2006, 2:07 pm, in reply to "PX orders"
Any recent news about the licesne plate holders?

“Newsletters and License Plate Frames”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 3/22/2006, 11:35 am

Update: Still waiting for shipment on license plate frames. Will post here as soon as they are received and will
get them mailed out immediately.

Newsletters were taken to the bulk mail station on Monday, March 13. From there they go to Denver and |
know that they still are not out yet because my brother in Denver has not gotten his. If anyone has a fresh pair
of horses, perhaps you could loan them to the post office. I'm only 100 miles from Denver, so as soon as | get
mine, | will post here and you all can be looking for yours. Nancy

“Newsletters”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 3/24/2006, 5:16 pm
| received my newsletter today...so the rest of you should be seeing yours any day now. Whew!



Posted by Allen Rodakowski on 3/24/2006, 7:13 pm

Thanks to your wonderful web sight | have found out about a few of my dad's missions on the B-17. According
to your sight he flew on aircraft 426 as well as 021. | cannot find 426 tail number on anything in the 751st and
would dearly like to get a photo of one. Can anyone help? My dad was Julian J. Rodakowski- | lost him 4 years
ago in February. He was a tail gunner.

Thanks Allen Rodakowski-his son

"751st squadron”

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/24/2006, 8:18 pm, in reply to "751st squadron"

Allen,

My apologies. The 426 number assigned as the Aircraft number is actually the "Crew" number. The aircraft
number is 456. "Mighty Little John, 751st Squadron. This aircraft was lost on Sept 9th on a mission to
Gaggenau in a mid air collision.

Sorry about this mistake. There are so many typos to deal with and errors are the result.

Hope this helps.

Willard

negs "
Stinky

Posted by Dave on 3/23/2006, 1:28 am

Sgt Edmund Niec's A-2 with 'Stinky' nose art on ebay, finishes today

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/24/2006, 8:39 pm, in reply to "Stinky"

The bid for Stinkey closed at over 1000 pounds British. There is also a flight jacket with Kraut Krusher (a 457th
aircraft) on sale as well. Not identified as 457th but we did have one. Check out Ebay at the address below.
Willard

Link: http://cgi.ebay.co.uk/ws/eBayISAPI.dII?Viewltem&item=6614238943&ssPage

"First encounter with German Jets"

Posted by Joe Shea on 3/3/2006, 10:40 am

| don't have lots of time for research, but I'm interested if someone can recall the first mission time the 457th
ran into jets. My dad gave me a short description of that memory one night. He didn't share too much, but he
did remember the speed of them, but also how quick they went away.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 3/3/2006, 1:00 pm, in reply to "First encounter with German Jets"

My dad said that he sqeezed a few shot off at the German jet and would like to think he hit one but he was
uncertain. I'll have to ask him if mid -February 1945 (his last mission) was the mission or it was before that.

Posted by bill goldsborough on 3/4/2006, 11:16 am, in reply to "Re: First encounter with German Jets"

Jerry! | have a remote remembrance of seeing a jet fly pass our squardren somewhere aroung the time frame
of mid to last part of May 1944.

It went by so fass everyone on the plane said what the (H) was that, it was the first and last time we saw them.

Posted by Jack Scarborough on 3/10/2006, 7:43 pm, in reply to "Re: First encounter with German Jets"

In my dad's,(T/Sgt. Jack F. Scarborough) account of the Merseberg mission on 2 November 1944 he tells of
enemy jet planes appearing as he was cranking up the bomb bay doors. He said the "jets led our escorts
away". He was the top turrent gunner on the Mission Maid that day. Mission Maid and Willard Reese's plane
were the only two in the low box to make it back that day. Those mission narratives are available on the 457th
website. There are also excellent narratives on Willard Reese's website available through the links page of this
site

Posted by Jerry Sale on 3/11/2006, 5:03 pm, in reply to "Re: First encounter with German Jets"



My dad says he remembers seeing the jet a long way away but he doesn't remember when it was. He took a
few shots at it just to keep it at a distance.

Posted by Joe Shea on 3/25/2006, 8:18 pm, in reply to "Re: First encounter with German Jets"
Thanks for that info, guys. It's great to try and put a time frame to my Dad's contribution to WWII. This IS a
great site. Please keep it up

“The guys that saved the world”

Posted by Mal Reiman on 3/26/2006, 12:34 pm

Before they started the war, Germany was about half the size as Texas. They took Europe and a big chunk of
Russia, controlled North Africa and planned in invade England. They had active operations under way to
develop nuclear weapons and a bomber that could reach New York City. By wars end they were using surface
to surface missiles and jet fighters. They murdered millions of people in death camps. Their ability to produce
weapons and move them and troops had to be stopped. The men in this website did just that and at
frightening losses. The U.S. 8th Air Force alone had over 26,000 men killed, more than the entire Marine Corps
in the Pacific Campaign. Another 28,000 8th AF men were captured after being shot down. The world would be
a very different, ugly place right now if these men did not stop the Nazi war machine. This website is run by
the real deal. The guys who were there.

I would like to thank Craig Harris and Hap Reese, two 457 BG veterans, for providing me with information
about my father Sgt. Conrad Reiman , radio operator in Lt. Guyon Smiths crew, 749 Sqd in 1945. As | told Mr
Reese, | would like to say to all : Thank you for what you did for our Country, you guys make me even more
proud that | am an American.

"Lt. Edward R. Stevens"

Posted by Linda Stevens on 9/15/2005, 3:20 pm

Hi,

My Dad served in the 457th BG 750th Squadron. What | would like to know is if merchandise from the 2005
Reunion will be available to purchase?

Posted by Joe Toth on 9/15/2005, 7:54 pm, in reply to "Lt. Edward R. Stevens"

Linda - Everything that we have for sale from the PX will be at the reunion. | see by the list that you will not be
attending, so when | return home from the reunion, | will be bringing the PX items home with me and we can
get together on it then. My e-mail address is ####@juno.com

| will be back home by the 27th of this month.

Posted by Linda Stevens on 9/15/2005, 9:03 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. Edward R. Stevens"

My Dad age 89 had planned on coming but thinks the trip may be too much for him, so I'm not sure he is going
or not. | recently had my 4th total knee replacement and can't travel. But | would love to see the stuff from the
PX. I'm am extremely pround of my Dad. He is a great hero in so many ways.

Posted by Linda on 3/27/2006, 10:50 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. Edward R. Stevens"

HiJoe,

| don't know if | thanked you for the latest material you sent, so I'm thanking you now. Thanks. My brothers,
my Dad and | are getting a big kick out of it. You have been amazingly kind.

| heard from another of Dad's crew, CLAUDE SULLIVAN. He was bombardier. He left for vacation right after he
contacted me. So | haven't heard back from him. | hope to get some information from him when he returns.
I'm looking forward to anything else you might find.

Thanks again.

Linda Stevens

“My Father - Maj J. T. Stehle, Jr - Group Adjutant”

Posted by Joe Stehle on 3/29/2006, 9:47 pm



| would be very interested in knowing if any of the original group members know of any stories involving my
father, Joe Stehle. | believe he was the Group Adjutant for basically all of the time in Glatton - always the
paperwork guy, but | would love to know anything about what he did - on or off duty.

Thanks for this site - my Dad did not talk about his service very much, but as | try to learn about it | am very
impressed and very thankful for the tremendous sacrifice of them men and their families.

Joe Stehle

"loading lists"

Posted by carolyn deloach on 3/29/2006, 4:28 pm

On the mission narrative page, for example July 6, 1944, it states the "loading lists can be found at the bottom
of the page". Unfortunately, | am not finding any load lists at the bottom of any page noted for June or July
1944. Is the problem at my end or is the problem on the web page?

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/29/2006, 7:42 pm, in reply to "loading lists"

Carolyn,

We are sorry for the misunderstanding. We tried to clearlly note in the "What's New" section that we were far
from complete with the loading lists. Copying all those name is a monumental task. What we said in the
What's New" sections is as follows:

"After many months of work and with the help of several people we are posting our introduction to the new
"Narratives" setup for your enjoyment. We are still missing many mission and are working to completion but
feel that it is now time to post what we have completed thus far."

We also added in that section, the following:

"We have a considerable amount of work to do and will endevour to upgrade this portion of the site as we
complete the work."

To date we have completed and posted about 136 missions of the 236 total.

Our efforts are currently concentrating on the first 100 missions that will include all the missions (hopefully)
from Feb 21, 1944 to August 6th, 1944 or thereabouts. We expect this will take us through the coming
summer. If you are in need of some of the missions flown during this period and cannot wait till fall, then I'd
suggest you contact Mr Joe Toth who has paper copies of these missions.

We are few in number for a huge task. If you can type reasonably well we would welcome you joining

us to help speed up the completion of this work.

Willard

Posted by carolyn deloach on 3/30/2006, 12:29 pm, in reply to "Re: loading lists"

My mistake. | thought | had read on a June narrative that a loading list was at the bottom of the page. Then |
didn't find one. | just wanted to make sure | wasn't doing something wrong.

| think the service you and your organization are providing to the airmen and their descendants is incredible. |
have absolutely no complaint and can fully appreciate the amount of work that goes into what you are trying
to do. | want to thank you for all you do.

| can type well and will gladly help in whatever way | can. Just let me know.

Thank you again,

Carolyn

"George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"

Posted by Jim Derk on 5/30/2004, 12:14 pm

Hello all.

My uncle George, was the navigator for the Nancy K. His crew was flying a replacement plane and was shot
down over Germany. | have his mission accounting and it was awe-inspiring. Would be glad to send along to
anyone. | would like any photos of him or his crew.

You all were heroes, even if you don't admit it.

Posted by Jim Derk on 5/30/2004, 9:22 pm, in reply to "George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"

P.S. George's legal name was "Derdzinski" though he was called Derk, too. Your mission 53 report has him as
"Derdsinski".

Thanks!



Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/3/2004, 7:13 am, in reply to "George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"

My father, Walter Sale, flew on the Nancy K on, what | believe to be, it's last mission. He was also a navagator.
See the account for Mission 120. The Nancy K must have been a popular of famous plane based on the number
of photographs on the site. Could you post the details of your dad's mission to the site so all could read it?

Posted by Jim Derk on 6/3/2004, 9:28 am, in reply to "Re: George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"

Hi there.... Yes, | have posted the account of his mission.

My uncle was shot down on his mission 24 (Mission 53 of the group) but the Nancy K crew was flying a spare
plane that had no name, as the Nancy K was being repaired from flak damage from an earlier mission. (Pilot Lt.
Clyde Knipfer named the plane for his wife, Nancy). So your dad must have been a subsequent crew of the
plane.

Hap is moving the account of George's mission to the personal recollection area | think.

Posted by Jim Derk on 6/3/2004, 9:33 am, in reply to "Re: George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"
See "My Uncle's Narrative" on this board dated 6/1/04

Posted by Brian on 10/15/2004, 5:03 pm, in reply to "Re: George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"

My father ElImer Salo flew many missions on the Nancy K during the summer of 1944. He was a bombadier
who was assigned B/N on several missions. The pilot that brought my Dad home safe many times was Herc
Phyllides. The plane was previously named "Nancy" when Phyllides was assigned to it. He added the "K"
because his wife's name is Kay.

Posted by Lane Lacoy on 4/3/2006, 9:19 am, in reply to "Re: George Derk, Navigator of Nancy K"

George...| went to the U of N. H. with Herc's son Tom in the late '60's...They were from Dover, NH, and Tom's
living in Concord, NH

Lane

“Rest Home at Pawling, N.Y."

Posted by Jack Muth on 4/4/2006, 7:25 pm

| wonder if any of you out there shared in my experience of the "rest home" at Trinity Boys school in Pawling,
NY. The Air Force operated it for the duration - | was there in the Spring of '45 - a dance was held for the
"patients" and who showed up but General Doolitle and his wife who were visiting Lowell Thomas who lived
nearby; | had the privilege of dancing with the general's wife!

Posted by JOE TOTH on 4/4/2006, 10:10 pm, in reply to "Rest Home at Pawling, N.Y."

JACK

| WAS THERE FOR 13 MONTHS. LATE 1944 AND 1945. | HAVE PICTURES OF THE REST HOME. IF YOU DO NOT |
CAN MAIL YOU THE ONES | HAVE.

JOETOTH

Posted by Jack Muth on 4/5/2006, 7:32 pm, in reply to "Re: Rest Home at Pawling, N.Y."
Dear Mr. Toth'

Yes | would appreciate such pictures and will send you a check for any expense: | am not skilled enough to
download from computers but perhaps it can be done via E-Mail - | wonder if perhaps we were there at the
same time?

"License Plate Frames"
Posted by Nancy Henrich on 4/10/2006, 6:29 pm

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/11/2006, 12:27 pm, in reply to "License Plate Frames"
This news will make my dad's day.



"457th BG Painting"

Posted by Nik Keapproth on 8/17/2005, 11:17 pm

Has anyone heard of a painting by a Mr. Mel Brown done in 1985 of a B-17 of the 457th BG landing in Glatton?
I've seen it hanging at a serviceman's association in London; | have photos of the hanging painting to help
identify it and I'd like to find and purchase a print of it. | am the grandson of 457th BG member Morris
Keapproth.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/18/2005, 9:23 am, in reply to "457th BG Painting"

See attached link. Since there are no pictures of most of these painting, I'm uncertain if the one you are
looking for is in this bunch.
http://www.afapo.hg.af.mil/Presentation/Common/artistsdetail.cfm?Letter=B&value=1086

Posted by craig harris on 4/12/2006, 5:42 pm, in reply to "457th BG Painting"

No Joy. The title you seek is "Miss Ida Comes Home" (but | don't see that on the print | have, instead at the
bottom "457th Bomb Group Station 130 Glatton". A good friend gave me a print sometime in the early
nineties, and as the print is "out of print", and has been for some time, | feel very fortunate to have one. The
original was in Arnold Hall at the Air Force Academy, but we are told that it has been moved, but is still at the
Air Force Academy. Sorry. Hopefully someone will be moved by your request and lead you to an available
print.

Posted by Jerry on 7/1/2015, 10:55 am, in reply to "Re: 457th BG Painting"
| have been in contact with Mel regarding a copy of a print and he tells me that he doesn't even have one
himself.

"License plate frames"

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 4/12/2006, 9:29 pm

| have mailed out 24 frames...only have 1 left. After the hassle the company | order from put me thru this time,
I'm not sure | will reorder. Although, the company apologized and promised it wouldn't happen again. Any
way...ONE LEFT...any takers???

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/13/2006, 8:42 am, in reply to "License plate frames"
My dad said he would like a second one. He will take it. How much and where do | send the check to?

“Fate of DURATION PLUS 42-31726"

Posted by Lee Cunningham on 4/19/2006, 10:42 am

According to information that | have been able to research, DURATION-PLUS 42-31726 was assigned to the
306th BG 367th Bomb Squadron at Thurleigh on 10 Feb 1944.; went MIA on a mission to destroy German oil
installations on 13 Sep 1944, brought down by flak and crashed near Ammendorf, Germany. with 3KIA 6POW
Missing Air Crew Report (MACR) 8829. Pilot's last name was Nattier.

“Maintenance men in the 457*”

Posted by Charles Bristol on 4/20/2006, 4:30 pm

You have a long roster of those who flew for the 457th. My brother, Merwin A. Bristol, was a mechanic
specializing in Norden Bombsight maintenance. Do you have any rosters listing the guys who "kept 'em flying"
like my brother? Thanks! Chuck Bristo

“Flight Plan for MACR 9773"”

Posted by Mark on 4/20/2006, 5:00 pm

Would it be possible to find the flight plane for MACR 9773 on the 4th of October 1944 mission to bomb the
synthetic oil refinery in Politz Poland | would like to be able to map it for my Mom who lost her brother on the
mission



"What does s/n stand for"

Posted by Mark on 4/20/2006, 4:56 pm
What does s/n in front of a plane’s number stand for?

Posted by Willard Reese on 4/20/2006, 5:59 pm, in reply to "What does s/n stand for"

S/N stands for Serial Number. No two aircraft had the same serial number. The number was assigned to the
aircraft at the factory where it was made.

Willard

“Where is Politz Poland"

Posted by Mark on 4/20/2006, 4:53 pm

Hi! My Uncle Duane Stowits was killed on mission to bomb the synthetic oil refinery at Politz Poland, his plane
crash on an island in Stettin Bay in the Oder River, in October of 1944. Here my question where is Politz
Poland? When try finding it on maps of 1944 and maps or Europe from before World War Il it looks like it
should be Germany. See the confusion.

Posted by Lee Cunningham on 4/20/2006, 6:30 pm, in reply to "Where is Politz Poland"

Mark,

You are correct. Politz is NOT in Poland it is in Germany. According to the MACR number that you gave 9773
the tail number of the B17 that your uncle was in was 42-97638 this would have been painted on the tail as
297638. According to the records | have been able to find this plane was assigned to 457BG/749BS went MIA
on 7 October 1944 brought down by flak with 5KIA and 5POW, pilot's name was Flannery.

Posted by Willard Reese on 4/21/2006, 10:19 am, in reply to "Where is Politz Poland"

Mark,

The town of Politz is indeed in Poland. It it on Stettin bay about 50 miles inside the western border with
Germany. The town today is shown on maps as POLICE, Poland.

Check any of the hundreds of maps available on the Net.

“Passing of Major Franklin DeWolf Rollins, 457th Bomb

Group B-17 pilot and Squadron Commander”

Posted by Max R Lund, LtCol, USAF, Ret. on 4/25/2006, 12:09 pm

Major Franklin DeWolf Rollins, USAF Retired, died at age 86, on Friday April 21, 2006 in Las Vegas, Nevada. He
served in Europe during WW I, with the 8th Army Air Force, 457th Bombardment Group, as pilot and
Squadron Commander.

Among the medals he was awarded were the Distinguished Flying Cross; European Theatre Ribbon W/5 Bronze
stars; Air Medal W/2 Oak Leaf Clusters; Presidential Unit Citation; and the French Croix de Guerre. Follwing the
Pennemunde raid, he was a POW of the Germans, and retired for disability in 1945.

A memorial service will be held in San Diego, California, Friday, May 26, 10:00 AM with a part of his ashes
scattered in the waters off Point Loma. A military grave side service will be held at Ware Episcopal Church,
Gloucester, Virginia, on Friday, June 23, 2006 at 11:00 AM.

"Arf n Arf"

Posted by Hally on 4/26/2006, 11:49 am

My father, Arthur Grasswick, who was the Air Corp tech who built the original Arf n Arf during WWII in England
from two different planes and serviced the Memphis Belle during the war, passed away at St. Cloud MN on
April 6, 2006 at the age of 82 years. After | had found the information and pictures of the Arf n Arf through
your website in 2004 and had given them to him, it brought back so many memories to him of the war. He
related stories of his tour of duty in England. He had been stationed at Little Stoughton and various other
places, and his unit 5th Air Depot was the first to build barracks at Burtonwood. | have pictures of him standing
below the famous Arf n Arf. He also recalled working on many of the other war planes that were pictured on
your website and could tell a story or two about each and every one of them. Art quit school at the age of 16



to enlisted in the Air Corp (and he miraculously turned age 18 at the time of enlistment) with his two other
brothers, James and Carl, with the promise that the three of them would stay together, which promise was
upheld. He served from 1940 - 1945 and attained the rank of master technician sargeant. His brother Carl is
still living, but his brother James passed away in 2005. When the Army Air Corp found out that Art's real age
was 16, (something they probably knew along) he was issued a new military number and ID at the real age of
18. | appreciate your website and often return to find further information. Thank. Hally Grasswick, daughter to
Arthur Grasswick

Posted by Mike Burgess on 4/28/2006, 8:41 pm, in reply to "Arf n Arf"
My Father, Oliver G. Burgess Jr. piloted 1 mission in the Arf n Arf prior to it being cut in half in combat. | am
glad he was not in it for the last mission it flew.

Posted by Luke Wright on 8/12/2005, 11:16 am

MY GRANDFATHER WHO IS IN EXCELLANT HEALTH IS LOOKING TO REACH ANY OF HIS FREINDS BUT ONLY
REMEMBERS THE PLANE BEING CALLED HALF AND HALF. DUE TO IT'S BEING PATCHED UP SO MUCH HALF
OLIVE DRAB AND HALF ALUMINUM. THATS WHAT THE GROUND CREW REFERED TO IT AS. HIS NAME IS
RICHARD "DICK" WRIGHT. WE FOUND HIS DISCHARGE PAPERS. HE WAS A MACHINIST AND TAIL GUNNER ON A
B17. THE CREW BAILED OUT OVER FRANCE BUT THE PLANE MADE IT BACK WITH PILOT AND CO-PILOT ONLY. IF
YOU CAN HELP, IT SURE WOULD MAKE HIM SMILE I'M SURE. THANK YOU.

Posted by Willard on 8/13/2005, 12:50 pm, in reply to "HALF AND HALF -AND - DICK WRIGHT"

Luke

If you have not done so already, you might wish to go to the home page and near the bottom of the page enter
the word Wright in the "Search" box.

You will find a couple pictures that show your dad and his crew.

Arf & Arf, the aircraft your father referred to was lost in a mid air collision over the North Sea and all the crew
were lost. Again, enter Arf & Arf in the search box and you can read the history of this aircraft and details of it's
demise.

Posted by Hally on 5/3/2006, 11:19 am, in reply to "HALF AND HALF -AND - DICK WRIGHT"

Luke: Check on the message board for messages re: Arf n Arf dated 4-26-06, 6-11-04 and 6-9-04. The name of
the plane was Arf n Arf. My father Arthur Grasswick put together the Arf n Arf from the halves of two different
planes. The name Arf n Arf derives from a British drink: one-half ale and one-half bitters. | have pictures of my
Dad standing under the Arf n Arf after it was built. You may also want to type in 42-38064, as that was the
serial number of the Arf n Arf. There are also pictures available through this site of the Arf n Arf plane. You
were right, it was half olive green and half aluminum. It flew a few missions before it collided with another
plane in formation in adverse weather on the way to Merseberg 11-8-44, the pilot flying the plan on its last
mission was Arnett Furr. Also, an Oliver Burgess piloted one mission in the Arf n Arf on 9-25-44 to Frankfurt
Germany. My father Arthur Grasswick passed away 4-6-06 at the age of 82.

Hally Grasswick, daughter of Arthur Grasswick

"Information of Major Havey-C.O. 749 or 750 Squadron"

Posted by Frank S. Foster on 6/2/2005, 3:12 pm
Looking for a record of service of Major Havey

Posted by Ann Hafer on 5/2/2006, 11:00 pm, in reply to "Information of Major Havey-C.O. 749 or 750
Squadron"

Could you be referring to Lt. Marsh Hovey? That signature is on a "short snorter" in my possession. The person
who owned the short snorter was in the 749th, or possibly the 748th. Records on this website may be
inconsistent re that point.

Posted by Frank Foster on 5/4/2006, 7:01 pm, in reply to "Re: Information of Major Havey-C.O. 749 or 750
Squadron"
Ann--



Thanks for the responce to my inquiry into Major Havey. Lt. Mark Havey would not be the same person. During
my tour as a pilot in the 751st in 1944 had several "Hello" meetings with him. He was strangely a cousin of
mine: however have been unable to nail down his job --l thought that he was C.O. Of a squadron; however
their is no apparent record of him.

Frank S, Foster

Posted by Sully Sullivan on 5/4/2006, 8:25 pm, in reply to "Re: Information of Major Havey-C.O. 749 or 750
Squadron"
| do not believe Major Havey was in the 750th.

Posted by Willard Reese on 5/4/2006, 8:45 pm, in reply to "Information of Major Havey-C.O. 749 or 750
Squadron"

Frank,

If you click on the 750th Squadron bar under the 750th logo on the home page, it will take you to information
about Major Havey. As Follows:

Feb 7th, 1945 - Major James M. Havey assumed command of the 750th squadron. Major Havey remained in
command until the squadron was returned to the USA and was dismissed.

If you enter his full name in the search box on the home page and dot the "exact" button under the box, it will
bring up more info. on Havey. Also if you search his name in the "Narratives and Loading List" button on the
home page you will see that he flew a number of missions.

“License Plate Frames ordered”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 1/11/2006, 1:40 pm

| have called, faxed, and emailed the company | order from with no response and obviously no frames. | have
just now again called, faxed, and emailed. If | do not get a response by Monday, | will be refunding the money
collected for the frames. | will post any response | do or do not get. Please watch the message board for
updates. Nancy Henrich

"The Passing of KENNETH POST, navigator MISSION MAID"

Posted by Juan Arbelaez on 4/17/2006, 1:02 pm

My wife's grandfather, Kenneth Post has passed away April 14th, Memorial service to be held in NJ, Tuesday
the 18th, 06.

Does anyone have more info on his service, or pictures that could be of some use?

Thank You

Posted by JOE TOTH on 4/17/2006, 11:43 pm, in reply to "The Passing of KENNETH POST, navigator MISSION
MAID"

JUAN

KENNETH POST FLEW A TOTAL OF 38 MISSIONS

WITH 7 DIFFERENT PILOTS. AND IN 22 DIFFERENT A/C THE LOADING LIST SHOWS HE FLEW WITH A LOT OF
DIFFERENT CREWS. HOPE THIS HELPS

IF YOU WANT MORE INFO. CALL ME AT 719-#### ORE-E MAIL ME.

JOE TOTH

Posted by Juan Arbelaez on 4/24/2006, 1:24 pm, in reply to "Re: The Passing of KENNETH POST, navigator
MISSION MAID"

Thank you for the info. | really do appreciate it. If there is anything you may have, such as pictures or anything,
that would be greatly appreciated also.

Thank You

Juan

Posted by Jack Scarborough on 5/13/2006, 4:07 pm, in reply to "The Passing of KENNETH POST, navigator
MISSION MAID"

Kenneth Post flew with Ernest Salzer's crew, (my dad, T/Sgt. Jack F. Scarborough, was the top turrent gunner
and engineer), from 25 July 44 through the mission to Politz on 7 Oct 44. | think he was injured when their



plane had to ditch in the North Sea. Check the Mission Narratives section of the website. | remember my dad
corresponding with Ken Post when | was a kid. We lived in Greensboro, North Carolina. Through information in
the loading lists and the website, | now have pictures of every named plane in which my dad flew. Good luck
with your search. | will be glad to help if I can.

Jack Scarborough

Shallotte, NC

“POW diary of William J. Morrow”

Posted by katherine on 11/22/2005, 7:37 pm

| am editing the POW diary of William J. Morrow, my grandfather, and | am looking for information about
some of the men he mentions in the narrative. | am a history major at Lewis and Clark College and this a fianl
research project for one of my classes.

The list of men includes:

James R. Luper

John H. Derling

Gordon H. Haggard

Norman A. Kriehn

Fredrick A. Asbell

The information | need is mostly just lifedates and places of residence, but any and all information is welcome
and appreciated.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 5/3/2006, 11:11 am, in reply to "Mission No. 133"

| googled these names and found an obit for Norman Kriehn in the Mississippi press who died shortly after
Hurican Katrina hit. Gordan Haggard is listed as KIA on the mission that you requested. If you go to Lewis &
Clark College in Godfrey, Il., you are about 1 mile from where my dad lives. Hope this helps.

Posted by Franz on 5/14/2006, 1:33 pm, in reply to "Mission No. 133"

| recently helped my elderly Aunt clean up her house before she sold it. | stumbled across an old scratch pad
that has information from my late uncle regarding his bombing missions of the 457th 750th bombing
squadron.

He has many names scribbled in the book along with very detailed info on his bombing missions. What names
are you looking for just out of curiosity? Maybe | can associate one of them with a bombing run and then relay
the info to you.

Posted by Willard Reese on 5/14/2006, 2:35 pm, in reply to "Mission No. 133"

Katherine,

If you contact me via email, | will give you the name and email address of one of the sons of Col. James Luper.
His name is also James.

Posted by Tim Kriehn on 5/24/2012, 1:22 pm, in reply to "Mission No. 133"
| just saw this. Norman Kriehn was my father. If you are still editing and need information, please email me.
Tim Kriehn

"12th Mini Reunion "

Posted by George, Jane & Richard Pobgee on 5/31/2006, 7:14 pm

Just wanted to say a big Thank You to each and everyone of you who attended. You all helped make this a
wonderful and memorable occasion. Special thanks to the Fluman Family for all their hard work in making it
possible. We look forward to seeing you all again next year. We thought you all might like to know that Patrick
Connelly's bucket collection at the end of the banquet raised £106.00 towards the Friends of the 457th funds.
Thank you all and keep in touch.

The Pobgee Family

Posted by Candy Fluman on 6/4/2006, 7:03 pm, in reply to "12th Mini Reunion "
Special thanks to Pat Connelly for carrying forward the tradition of the collection for the Friends of the 457th.
This will now be cited as the "Patrick Collection!"



"Mini Reunion 2006, England"

Posted by Ann Jones on 5/29/2006, 5:04 pm

| have just come back from a 'wet and windy day'at Duxford Imperial war Musuem, Cambridge, England, of
helping out at the 'Sally B' sales stall which is a mobile stall, that goes around to various air shows where our
B17 'Sally B' displays. 'Sally B' is based at Duxford. She flew over Maddingley American War cemetary today

( 29th May 2006 )where your veterans held a memorial service. | along with my husband are ground crew
members for B17 preservation and along with others, we sell memorablia and do 'walkthroughs' on the
aircraft to help raise money to keep the B17 in the air. | had great pleasure in meeting with your veterans
today and had taken my husbands ' Fait Accompli'book along with me, to see if | could get some signatures to
go along with one that we already had in the book. That one belonged to Andrew Brown Jnr,from Portland
Oregon, a navigator with the 749th squadron. We had met him and his wife Sally in the early 80's and remain
great friends and now part of their family.As my husband was unable to make it today, due to work, | had the
pleasure to 'chat up the men'll. What a wonderful bunch you all were. Thank you for signing the book and
thank you to Craig Harris's son and others who helped me find you.It was also a pleasure and honour to meet
with you all and | was able to meet for the first time, Craig Harris who | have communicated with on a previous
occasion.Now | know why we volunters give up our time to keep our aircraft in the air, it is to thank you all for
the sacrifices you made so that we could have our freedom today.Thank you once again.

Posted by Candy Fluman on 6/4/2006, 7:12 pm, in reply to "Mini Reunion 2006, England"

Thank you so much for the time you and your associates spend with the Sally B. The efforts you make for the
fly-over for our Memorial Day service is so greatly appreciated. It was a pleasure to see you visit our coach,
and thanks for the treasures | purchased from your mobile stall.

"My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"

Posted by Mark Roberson on 3/8/2006, 2:01 pm

Hi my Uncle was killed over Politz Poland 7th October 1944 in plane # 42-97638. If any one has any
information, stories or if possible pictures that | could pass on to my mom, Duane's baby sister | sure would
grateful.

Thank you all so very much !

Posted by Willard Reese on 3/8/2006, 2:23 pm, in reply to "My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"

Mark,

If you return to the Home Page and enter Stowitz in the "search" box just below the buttons you will find
several pictures of your uncle with his crew.

Hope this helps,

Willard

Posted by Mark on 3/8/2006, 3:30 pm, in reply to "Re: My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"

Posted by Mark on 4/13/2006, 10:22 am, in reply to "Re: My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"
My Uncle was awarded the AM and PH - OLC | am petty sure that PH-OLC is Purple Heart with Oak Leaf
Clusters What is the AM my mother nor her sister can remember what it would be.

Posted by Mike Burgess on 5/26/2006, 8:16 am, in reply to "Re: My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"
| believe AM was the Air Medal.

Posted by Alice Haddon on 5/25/2006, 7:11 pm, in reply to "Re: My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"

Hello Mark,

My mother's name was June Wyman (Smith). She was the youngest sister of your uncle's best friend Robert
(Bob) Wyman. The families lived close together on or near the Pine River Road. | am leaving for a trip to
Europe and am planning to visit your uncle's gravesite near Maastricht, Netherlands. | am planning to take



photographs. Is there anything | can do you while | am there. My mom died about 2 years ago, but my Aunt
Bev is still alive. | took the info and photos | found on the web when | visited her in March. She remembered
your uncle's passing very well. She mentioned how your grandmother and one of his army buddies had kept in
contact over the years and how she passed away while on her way to attend the buddie's daughter's wedding?
Alice Haddon

Denton, TX

Posted by Mark Roberson on 6/9/2006, 2:27 pm, in reply to "Re: My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"

Hi Alice ! --- It was so very nice to hear from you. Yes, | have heard many a stories about my Uncle Duane and
your Uncle Bob's pranks that they would pull on folks as they grew up. | have pasted on your e-mail address to
my mother Sally and gave a copy of the e-mail to her sister Nan (Nancy)l am sorry that | did not response back
to you earlier. | would be very grateful for any pictures that you might take. | am putting together a notebook
on my Uncle's last mission one for each of his sisters and Duane's remaining Aunt Caroline (Duane mother's
sister) Our families have remained in touch with Duane's buddy Jimmy Mellon, who retired out of the Air Force
and became a teach in the San Antonio Texas area, where he and his wife still reside in the surrounding area.
Again it is nice to hear from you and | would love to get some pictures upon your return thx mark

Posted by Alice Haddon on 1/10/2015, 10:31 am, in reply to "Re: My Uncle T/SGT Duane E. Stowits"

Hello Mark,

My husband and | are traveling to Germany this summer and are planning to go to Berlin which is relatively
close to the area we believe to be the crash site of your Uncle Duane's plane. From what | have found is that
the plane was shot down near Stettin Bay and crashed on an island in the Oder River. | found a report that
listed the site as Landenberg, Poland. | will keep researching and see what | can find. If you have any additional
information you can share that would be great.

Alice Haddon

Denton,TX

"Aircraft Ident."

Posted by F. Ossing on 5/19/2006, 4:08 pm

On page: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/BB/BBA11.HTML
the Stirling bomber is No. 7 Squadron, RAF, code letters MG.
best regards,

F. Ossing

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/11/2006, 3:26 pm, in reply to "Aircraft Ident."
Dear Sir: Thank you for the clarification

"Passing of Walter Osika"

Posted by Jack on 11/11/2005, 10:14 pm

| knew Walter for a short time but | would be a lesser man if | did not know him. He passed away last week, it
was sudden.

| recall the first time we met and spoke with each other. He was my wife's great uncle, (her matenal
grandmothers brother) as he related his war experiences with me | thought about how much mental anguish
he must have gone through to reconcile all that in his mind. | know it took me several years to work things out
myself. | found out later from my father in law that he rarely if ever spoke to anyone about the war. | guess
relating my experiences from several decades later while serving in the USMC allowed him to open up to me.
He was buried with full military honors and | was proud to salute as they folded the flag from his coffin and
played 'taps' for him.

| have always had an abiding respect for the men and women who fought in WWII. | make an effort to thank
everyone of you that | run in to.

Thank You!

Jack Olson

Posted by Susan Nowlin on 6/12/2006, 5:24 pm, in reply to "Passing of Walter Osika"



Walter Osika was my Dad. Your notes and thoughts were very kind. | did not know you were "related" to us.
Fortunately for Dad, our funeral director is a long-time family friend and knew how proud Dad was of his
military service. We were lucky that on the day of his funeral a full military honor guard was available, so the
21 gun salute, the flag ceremony and taps meant a lot to us. We were so proud of our Dad and miss him
tremendously. We went to his gravesite which is in the Veteran's Section on Memorial Day for a special service
the cemetary hosted for all the vets.

"Diary Of A 457th BG, 748th Sqdn. B-17 Ball Turret Gunner”

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/2/2004, 5:02 pm

Since we're kicking around the exploits of the 457th Bomb Group ... here's a web site dedicated to the memory
of S/Sgt. John J. Briol and excerpts from his "Diary Of A B-17 Ball Turret Gunner," attached to the 748th Bomb
Squadron.

It's great reading with WWII photos at URL: http://www.cloudnet.com/~jfb/ John flew with the Lt. Lauren
Spleth crew (C388) aboard the A/C named "Dead Engine Kids."

While you're browsing bring up "Hap" Reese' URL:

http://www.reese-457th.org/ with close-up exterior and interior photos of a B-17G with 457th BG combat
markings on currently flying "Sentimental Journey."

Posted by Robert T. Benos on 8/3/2004, 10:05 am, in reply to “Diary Of A 457th BG, 748th Sqdn. B-17 Ball
Turret Gunner," "

Alan Morton: The John Briol website is one of the best. Please note that John senior(deceased) and my dad,
Nick Benos (deceased) were both Ball Turret Gunners, trained together at Langley Field, Virginia and were very
good friends. John Brior Senior mentioned some of this in his diary and in the Book "Dead End Kids," ( Page
172). His son John was very thoughtful and kind enough to post a couple of pictures of my dad at the website.
Nick Benos was in the 750th from August, 1944 to January, 1945, and flew 35 missions with the Lt. Salo crew.
Thanks. Bob Benos

Posted by Terry Ratner on 5/20/2006, 4:01 pm, in reply to "Re: "Diary Of A 457th BG, 748th Sqdn. B-17 Ball
Turret Gunner," "

My father, Col. Irving Lewis was in the 748 squad and 457 group stationed at Glatton Airfield. He trained at
Langley field. Father is 91-years old and in good health. His mind is accurate and he remembers everything.
Please let me know if anyone is around from his group. He would love to hear from them. He flew 14 missions.
Thanks.

Terry

Posted by J. Dufford Buhrer on 6/18/2006, 2:15 pm, in reply to "Re: "Diary Of A 457th BG, 748th Sqdn. B-17
Ball Turret Gunner," "

My father, S/Sgt William J. Dufford was also a ball turret gunner with the 748th. | would be very interested in
hearing from anyone with knowledge of him or any of his crew.

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/19/2006, 3:02 pm, in reply to "Re: "

This is a special message to Ms. J. Dufford Buhrer wherein you wrote, "My father, S/Sgt William J. Dufford was
also a ball turret gunner with the 748th. | would be very interested in hearing from anyone with knowledge of
him or any of his crew."

The message to you is: are there any photos or full names of your father's entire crew that you have in your
possession or are posted presently on this 457th Bomb Group web site? If not, it would behoove you to get
this photo data scanned and Emailed to "Hap" Reese (The Assistant WebMaster) AsSoonAsPossible. You will
find out that if you post this information on your father's crew to Hap it will energize others to respond to your
inquiry .... tenfold. You owe it to your father and your family to start the ball rolling at your end.

If you are not familiar with the process of scanning photos, etc. "Hap" will explain under separate cover.
"Hap" Reese's Email Address is: ####t@bellsouth.net

Posted by Sandy on 12/3/2014, 3:21 am, in reply to "Re: "Diary Of A 457th BG, 748th Sqdn. B-17 Ball Turret
Gunner," "



My great uncle Leroy L. Logan was also an engineer and upper turret gunner with the 748th squadron. His
plane crashed April 21, 1944. | have a list of those on his plane with him. There are differing accounts as to
who was KIA and who survived. In one account, Uncle Roy was listed as a survivor, although he wasn't.
Another man was also listed as a survivor though he was also KIA. | would love to know more. Are there any
pics of this group of men?

"Seeking survivers of mission 72 Lt. Wilsons plane"

Posted by Ed Nored on 8/1/2004, 6:11 am

about a year ago | purchased the purple heart and related paperwork to Sgt. Ed Attleton who was a ball turret
gunner who was one of the 5 KIA on mission 72. Lt. Wilson was piloting(KIA) on his first mission. See mission
narrative in mission 72 Honor Roll. Looking for survivers and more info on Ed Attleton. Survivers were SSgt.G.
Vassilopoules, Sacremento Ca., SSgt.F.X.Heeken Detroit, Mich.,Lt. Baily J. Gaudinier,White plain NY and Sgt. Jo
F.Schankin homettown N/A His medal, letters and related paperwork are in good hands. thank you. All Emails
should include "457"in subject message or | may not reply. Great web site thank you.

Posted by Rich Gaudinier on 9/1/2004, 5:03 am, in reply to "seeking survivers of mission 72 Lt. Wilsons plane"
Hi,

My uncle is Baily (John) Gaudinier. He is retired and living in Seattle, WA with his wife, Esther. | don't know
much about mission 72 or the subsequent events; | know that he was shot down, spent time as a POW,
participated as a pilot in the airlift of Berlin and then became an accountant for the Airforce, retiring as a (Lt?)
Colonel. | have always been very proud of my uncle for what he endured and did for our country.

Sincerely,

Rich Gaudinier

H#iH#H @yahoo.com

Posted by Janet Garzia on 6/20/2006, 10:10 pm, in reply to "seeking survivers of mission 72 Lt. Wilsons plane"
my uncle was Frank Garzia who was killed on that mission. | got a copy of a book called Black Puff Polly by
Roland Byers that gives an account of the mission (from viewpoint of SSgt Heeken). | purchased it online from
an old book site. If you would like copies of those pages, | can scan and email or mail if want me to. | am not
sure if it mentions Ed Attleton but i will check.

"Fait Accompli vol. I"

Posted by TL Herbert on 6/29/2006, 1:58 pm

I've been trying to purchase a copy of Volume | of Fait Accompli. The places that have advertised it only have Il
or lll.

My dad had the Il and lll, so need vol. | to start at the beginning! Can anyone help me track down a Volume | ?
Thank you.

TL Herbert (father - Comm. Officer Dick Herbert)

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/29/2006, 3:14 pm, in reply to "Fait Accompli vol. I"

Contact Jim Bass directly. He is the author and I'm sure he has the book or can tell you where to get it. His
email is: ####@bellsouth.net

Hap

"Lady Katherine/sweden"

Posted by Thell on 11/21/2003, 2:16 am

Is there a website in the US of A ,that keep records of ww2 POW:s? During ww2,the crews were ferried back to
England from Sweden(in Liberators by night,im told)but some stayed behind to help
newcomers.Records,pictures,or anything,will help and add to my article abouet Lady Katherine

Posted by Kenneth Clayton on 7/6/2006, 2:44 pm, in reply to "Lady Katherine/sweden"

Lt. Donald K. Goss, Pilot for "Lady Katherine" is my Uncle. | have a few photos of Sweden and Lt. Goss with
Swedish families.

K. Clayton



Jefferson, Maryland
USA

"Info about Jerry lowenthal"

Posted by lee lowenthal on 6/23/2005, 4:06 pm

Hi,

| hope that someone can help me with some information about my father. He passed away several years ago
and while going through his things, | found a picture of him with his crew in front of their plane. | remember
that he spoke of the plane as being "Big Gas Bird".

He was the tail gunner. If anyone could help me find any info or other pictures, | would very much appreceate
it.

Thanks In Advance,

Lee Lowentha

Posted by craig harris on 6/23/2005, 8:16 pm, in reply to "Info about Jerry lowenthal"

Hi, Lee! | did not have the pleasure of knowing your father, but he was undoubtedly in our 748th Squadron.
43-38394 was at first, "Wreckless" and in March of 1945, was re-named "Big Gas Bird". A white swan, in
ascendant flight away from the viewer, and with a big red "hiney" was painted on the left nose, with the
words, "Big Gas Bird" right over the nose hatch. Another white swan, flying descendant toward the viewer, is
depicted on the right nose. A photo of that is somewhere in our photo archive. If you go to the home page,
and enter 43-38394 in the Search box, you will get a page of photos. The sixth one down, | think it is, shows
"Big Gas Bird" in flight, in the foreground. It says the mission was to Munich on 09 April 1945, and it was, but it
was to Furstenfeldbruck airfield, just west of Munich. In the original photo, a copy of which was sent to me by
Bernie Bains, part of the name and the swan can be seen over the No. 2 engine. Bains also said that the
loading lists showed that the crew flying the plane in that picture is that of Lt. Marion K. Burk, and | was the
copilot at the time. | looked in our flight crew roster for your father's name, but did not find it. Nor did | find
the name of Lt. Radcliff, whom | think was the guy who re-named the a/c and caused the nose art to appear.
Could your father's crew photo identify the pilot? Could be your dad was on Radcliff's crew. | accused George
Greer, who also was around at the time, of the nose art, but he swears that Radcliff did it. Lt. Lindholm's crew
also denies authorship. Good luck with your search. Cheers craig harris

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/24/2005, 2:06 pm, in reply to "Info about Jerry lowenthal"
IHere is a photo of the "Big Gas Bird". Enjoy.

Posted by David Sherman on 7/9/2006, 5:56 pm, in reply to "Info about Jerry lowenthal"

My father, Don Sherman was navigator on "the bird" and left me many stories and a few artifacts. | don't recall
the name "Lowenthal", however. I'm away from home but when | get back I'll check the crew photo and let
you know if there's a Lowenthall there. I'm thinking you might have the right name of the plane, but the wrong
bomb group. Or he was in a different crew.

“Newsletters”

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 7/11/2006, 11:12 pm

As of noon today, the newsletters are in the mail. The picture on the front page is from the reunion. It was
from the front page of the Peterborough newspaper, and it printed just terrible. | will ask George Pobgee to
check with the newspaper there and see if they will give us a copy that | could reprint in the next newsletter.

“Carl August Adolfson; Tailgunner; Luck of the Judith Ann"

Posted by Debbie Adolfson on 3/28/2005, 4:47 pm

My dad was the tailgunner for the judith ann. He and his crew had to bail out over France. When he pulled the
rip cord for his parashutte it broke his jaw. Some French family dressed him up as a french man and gave him a
bicycle and sent him on his way. With the grace of God with my Father he made it home. He is 81 years old
now and living in Pensacola Florida. We've heard that the Luck of the Judith Ann survived the crash. Does
anyone know if this is true. Would love any information on the plane and by all means if theres anyone who
knows my father please contact me. Thank you, From a daughter, who almost never was.



Posted by Ray Pobgee on 3/28/2005, 5:06 pm, in reply to "RE: Carl August Adolfson; Tailgunner; Luck of the
Judith Ann"

If you go to the 457th Bomb Group Home Page and in the Detail Search Box put in judith ann you will find a fair
amount of information and be led to some photographs

Posted by Debbie on 4/18/2006, 5:53 pm, in reply to "RE: Carl August Adolfson; Tailgunner; Luck of the Judith
Ann"

Very interesting reading about your Dad. | love aviation and we happen to have the same name..

first and last,

take care

Posted by Judy on 7/13/2006, 9:16 pm, in reply to "Re: RE: Carl August Adolfson; Tailgunner; Luck of the Judith
Ann"

Debbie, | found your e-mail while | was surfing the internet having to do with the Luck of the Judith Ann. My
dad - Richard Burdett - also flew on the Judith Ann. He was one of the waist gunners. He never said much
about that time other than the plane went down over France and he and another crew member through the
French underground made their way back to England. My dad passed away in March 1994. By the way, my
name is Judith Ann!!!

"My dad Elie R. Carrier Sgt Army Air Corp"

Posted by Michelle Carrier on 7/19/2006, 4:51 pm
| hope to find out about my dads missions. | think he was a memberof the 457th Bomb Group. | hope someone
out there knows about him so that | can share with my son.

Posted by Mike Burgess on 7/19/2006, 11:20 pm, in reply to "My dad Elie R. Carrier Sgt Army Air Corp"

If you go to mission naratives and type in "carrier" you will show several missions. There was another Carrier in
the group.

Your father was in the 748th Squadron. Not all loading lists are available yet, but he shows up on 3 missions:

1. Mission #49 5-23-1944 to Epinal-Blainville, France in Aircraft # 470.

2. Mission 108 8-13-1944 to Brionne, France in Aircraft # 785.

3. Mission 113 8-25-1944 to Peenmunde, Germany in Aircraft # 905.

| hope this helps.

Mike Burgess

Posted by Michelle on 7/20/2006, 1:06 pm, in reply to "Re: My dad Elie R. Carrier Sgt Army Air Corp"
Thank you so much for your response, it is greatly appreciated.

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/21/2006, 4:07 am, in reply to "Re: My dad Elie R. Carrier Sgt Army Air Corp"
Mike:

If Michelle takes your advice she won't be able to bring up your references BECAUSE of the quotes added to
the name "Carrier" .... just type the word Carrier alone.

Posted by Mike Burgess on 7/24/2006, 11:58 pm, in reply to "Re: My dad Elie R. Carrier Sgt Army Air Corp"
Alan,

You are correct! | did not mean for her to use the Quotation marks as part of the entry.

Mike

Posted by JOE TOTH on 7/30/2006, 11:11 pm, in reply to "My dad Elie R. Carrier Sgt Army Air Corp"
MICHELLE

YOUR DAD FLEW 30 MISSIONS. | HAVE ALL THE LOADING LIST. HE FLEW IN 14 DIFFERENT A/C, AND 4
DIFFERENT PILOTS.CALL ME FOR MORE INFO. AT 719-####



JOETOTH

"Jerry Sale "

Posted by Shawn McDermott on 6/25/2006, 2:29 am

Jerry,

My grandfather was Charles Schobert he flew several missions with your father. He passed away in 1985. |
loved hearing his stories. | was wondering if your father remembered him and if so would be so kind as to
share any memories with me. | also have a large folder of documents for the period and five or six pictures of
crews and planes. Possibly one may have them together. If your interested let me know. If anybody else is
interested in the documents or pictures I'd love to share them. And if anybody else knew my grandfather I'd
appreciate hearing from them as well. *SM*

Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/26/2006, 10:50 am, in reply to "Jerry Sale "

I'll ask but coupled with the passage of so many years and my dad not quite remembering as well as he used
to, he remembers very little about specific people or incidences. He also chooses to not remember some
things as I'm sure everyone can understand.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/27/2006, 2:41 pm, in reply to "Jerry Sale "

I'm sure everyone would like to see the pictures if they are not already posted on the site. There is a picture of
your grandfather for the February 15, 1945 mission on page 2 of the crew photos. The loading list associated
with this mission does not list my father but he is clearly in the picture. | believe that this was my father's last
mission. Can you confirm that your grandfather is in the picture?

Posted by Shawn McDermott on 7/31/2006, 12:07 am, in reply to "Re: Jerry Sale "

Jerry,

Thanks for the response have been busy and just got back to the site. I'm working on locating someone locally
that does photo and document restoration and plan on getting the photos and other items scanned. The photo
on page two is one | have not seen before. My grandfather is in the bottom row second from the right. He is
also in this onehttp://www.457thbombgroup.org/Fate/RLP068.HTML

titled unknown crew. | contacted the admin to have it updated but does not appear to have been yet. No
worries about your father not rembering or not wanting to share, totally understand.

Shawn

Posted by Jerry Sale on 8/1/2006, 9:53 am, in reply to "Re: Jerry Sale "
My dad is the one in the top middle with the Mae West jacket but his name is not listed as part of the crew in
description.

"Adam Santora - 450th Squadron, "

Posted by Renzo Ferrera on 8/3/2006, 8:09 am

It is with great sadness that | must inform you of the passing of Adam Santora N-B. Adam was a member of the
Salo crew having flown 35 missions from August 1944 to January 1944 including the infamous November 2nd
mission 143 to Merseberg. As a member of the 450th squadron Adam completed 20 missions on “That’s My
Baby” and always considered the plane as a “lucky charm” having stated on numerous occasions that the
bomber had “saved my life many times”. Adam retired from the USAF as a Lt. Col. and resided in San Diego,
California. He will be greatly missed by his family and friends.

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/3/2006, 9:21 am, in reply to "Adam Santora - 450th Squadron, "
Correction: Both Lt. Adam Santora and "That's My Baby" were proudly attached to the 457th Bomb Group,
750th Bomb Squadron.

Posted by Renzo Ferrera on 8/3/2006, 3:57 pm, in reply to "Re: Adam Santora - 450th Squadron, "That's My
Baby”

Alan:

You are corrrect, sorry for the error. | received the news this morning and was not all together when | posted
the message.



Bob:

What can | say, it is a shame that we did not have the opportunity to get the memebers of the crew together
earlier when they were alive. | know that Adam wished it so in the last few years but unfortunately it could not
be accomplished. | thank you for the many fine pictures you provided to him, in particular he did not have that
great picture of some of the crew memebers in front of "That's My Baby" that you gave to him that brought
him great joy and | suspect some well pondered moments.

Thank You REnzo

Posted by Bob Benos on 8/3/2006, 11:10 am, in reply to "Adam Santora - 450th Squadron, "That's My Baby”
Renzo, | am very sorry to hear about Adam Santoro. My dad Nick Benos flew 34 of 35 missions with Adam,
mostly on "Thats My Baby", a plane that they both respected and loved. Both were members of the Lt. Salo
crew. It is truly with great regret that | tell you that he appears to have been the last surviving member of that
crew. Bob B.

“Propaganda Flyer”

Posted by Hinnerk on 8/28/2006, 6:08 am

Hi the german text says pretty much:

THE LAST SECRET WEAPON

To prevent Germany from a total catastropy, to prevent terror, chaos and total annihilation of the whole
"heimat" (very german term roughly translates with homeland) the is but one way.

To save the German soldier from massive material battles in which he, though fighting with highest brave,
must loose, there is but one way.

Only radical matters can be successful now. Only revolutionary or a completely new Geheimwaffe ("secret
weapon"), a shift from former ways can save now.

This matter is: making an end!

There is no other matter in the reach of a single soldier, a single farmer, worker or citizen. It is the only "secret
weapon" that promises rescue.

Every soldier carries his "secret weapon" in his satchel. It is called: giving up. Every civillian carries his "secret
weapon" with him. It is called: Not to be (delayed or deported I'm not sure) by the party.

Jawohl: this paper comes from the enemy. But keep in mind: that the wish of the enemy to avoiduseless
bloodshed coincides the interest of Germany.

regards,

Hinnerk

"Cross country flights by cadets"

Posted by Ken Blakebrough on 8/4/2006, 2:09 am
| would like to hear from pilots who graduated in'class 44F, and subsequent classes, as to whether or not they
flew cross country solo flights, day or night, in their Basic Training phase in BT-13 Vultee "vibrator"aircraft.

Posted by Andy Reeves on 8/21/2006, 10:21 am, in reply to "Cross country flights by cadets"

For what it is worth. | was class 44C- Remember our night solo XC's from Enid( Vance AFB now) and flying the "
light lines" to Ardmore, Ok. City and return on CAVU nights @ 3K altitude- chewing on a Snickers and really
enjoying my newfound freedom. Ah those were the days.

Posted by Ken Blakebrough on 8/28/2006, 2:21 pm, in reply to "Re: Cross country flights by cadets"

Thanks for input, Andy. | am trying to determine if night time X country flights in Basic phase were terminated
after the 44-C Affair at Courtland. | was in 44-F and we did no x country flying in Basic.

Our website has concentrated on our combat over seas but the nine months of stateside flight training was
almost as hazardous as combat. | was recently shown loss records in stateside training. They were very high in
my opinion.

"Rattlesnake Daddy Il crash site probably found"

Posted by John DERNEDEN on 8/28/2006, 3:23 pm
Dear Sir,



My name is John DERNEDEN and | am a member of the General Patton museum here in Luxembourg. In my
free time, we are researching about the air war here in Luxembourg during WW2. We know since 20 years
about a B-17 crash site between the villages of Oberpallen and Colpach near the Luxembourg-Belgium Border.
10 years ago, we did an excavation at this site and took out many parts of this B-17. ( Engines Machine guns,
duffle bag with different kind of shoes mae west and many parts. But unfortunately we are still unable to
identify clearly this B-17.As | collected as much as posssible informations about this crash, we concluded that it
must be on the 10th January 1945 and that it could be the plane of Lt. Frederick C. GAUSS. | read that he was
killed due to a chute failure when he tried to bail out. The .50 caliber machine guns excavated from the crash
site had the following serial numbers 601865/1192445/158534/601708. Also lots of Stanniol stripes where
found on the spot. | have also the report from an eye wittness that saw one of the crew landing just in front of
him on a road near the village of Hovelange ( between 1200-1300 hours). The Crew member took his pistol out
and first thought he landed in ennemy held territory, but the luxembourgish men told him that he landed in
allied and liberated territory. Is it possible for you to help me in this difficult case Sir as we are searching for
this B-17 such a long time. On your beautiful home page is mentioned a report of L. Arthur FITCH that was on
this plane that day. Does it say more details about the events and also after they had bailed out of their plane?
I am also interested in getting in contact with any still living members of this crew Sir. | already thank you in
advance for any possible help about my request. Attached is a picture of parts from this B-17 shown in our
museum in Ettelbruck.

Yours sincerely

Posted by Todd Gray on 7/28/2014, 3:40 pm, in reply to "Rattlesnake Daddy Il crash site probably found"
There is a dicription by Lt. Fitch of this mission in a book called Black Puff Polly and other flights to eternity by
Roland O. Byers that might be of help.

"My father's aircraft and crew."

Posted by Kurt Gunderson on 9/3/2006, 5:54 pm

My father, Lt. Ejner N. Gunderson, was a B-17 command pilot from late 1944 until the end of the war. He is
currently 90 years old and his memory is fairly good, but he does not remember things like all of his crew
names, the squadron he was in, his airplane number, etc.

He was based in Glatten, England. | do know a few of his crew names, but that is about all. The names | know
are:

August F. Spies, co-pilot

Thomas O. Lowry, don't know his crew position

John F. "Jack" Gwin, radio operator, | think.

| am very interested in finding out:

My father's airplane number

The names of all his crew, and possible contact information, or a source for this information. What happened
to his airplane? What squadron my father was assigned to?

Any other specific information about my father and his service record (I know he received an Air Medal)

This important to me as | know very little about my father's early years and his experiences in England during
WWIL. | will greatly appreciate any information your organization has about my father, his crew, his airplane,
etc.. Helpful links will also be appreciated.

Thank you for your help. | look forward to hearing from you.

The son of a "Greatest Generation" veteren.

Kurt W. Gunderson

H####@aol.com

Posted by Willard Reese on 9/3/2006, 8:10 pm, in reply to "My father's aircraft and crew."

Kurt

There is a huge amount of information on the website, including all his missions, who he flew with, the aircraft
he flew in on each mission, etc.

Look under the Narratives and Loading Lists button on the home page.

Your Dad's initial crew that he went overseas with is shown in this "Special Order". You'll note that he arrived
at Glatton on Feb 12th 1945 along with several other crews.



If you need further assistance please contact me at my email address.
Willard

Posted by JOE TOTH on 9/3/2006, 11:30 pm, in reply to "My father's aircraft and crew."

KURT

YOUR DAD FLEW 29 MISSIONS IN 14 DIFFERENT A/C

HE WAS WITH THE 751ST SQ. | HAVE THE LOADING LIST FOR ALL HIS MISSIONS.THESE ARE COPYS OF THE
ORIGINAL LOADING LIST.THE NAMES OF THE CREWS ARE

CORRECT. IF I CAN HELP YOU IN ANY WAY WITH MORE INFORMATION .CALL ME AT 719-####

JOE TOTH

Posted by JOE TOTH on 9/5/2006, 10:53 pm, in reply to "My father's aircraft and crew."

KURT

IF YOUR DAD WOULD A COPY OF OUR LAST NEWS LETTER. PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHERE TO MAIL IT.ITS
NEVER TO LATE TO JOIN THE 457TH B/G

JOE TOTH

Posted by Kurt Gunderson on 9/10/2006, 6:31 pm, in reply to "Re: My father's aircraft and crew."

Dear Mr. Toth,

He might enjoy it. Send to:

Ejner Gunderson

Bakersfield, CA

He has a computer, but does not know much about it. | have given him the email address of the $57th's web
site, but he has been unable to find it. | am too far away to help him.

What | would like to know is how to find out more information about his crew and their whereabouts, if any of
them are still alive, and how to get in touch with them. Also, if dad's health remains good | told him that we
might consider attending a reunion next year if you have one.

Thank you very much again for your responses.

Kurt Gunderson

“Contact crew piloted by Arthur M. Ford”

Posted by Jack Muth on 9/24/2006, 3:23 pm
| was the navigator on John Fox's crew Billy Moore and Art Ford were Nissan hut mates. If any of you are still
alive please respond. We flew from July '44 to Feb '45.

"28. May 1944 _downed aircraft _457th Bomb Group"

Posted by Giinter on 10/1/2006, 3:38 am

Hi,

does anyone know where the following 457th BG planes crashed on 28th of May in 1944:
#42-31520, pilot C. Knipfer,

#42-97067, pilot R. Stohl,

#42-97452, pilot E. Hauf.

Thank you in advance.

Glnter

Posted by JOE TOTH on 10/2/2006, 10:54 pm, in reply to "28. May 1944 downed aircraft _457th Bomb Group"
GUNTER

42-31520 751st. CRASHED IN DOELLBACK GER.

42-97067 749th CRASHED IN OSTERHOLZ GER.

42-97452 750th 751st CRASHED IN THE CHANNEL

JOETOTH

Posted by Glinter on 10/3/2006, 3:46 am, in reply to "Re: 28. May 1944_downed aircraft _457th Bomb Group"
Thank you Joe for your support.
Glnter



"John G Makie"

Posted by John Makie on 9/28/2006, 9:40 am
| would like to know how | can get more information on John G Makie who was listed on the 457th Bomb
Group Roster of Airmen Created from the crew loading lists.

Posted by JOE TOTH on 9/28/2006, 2:40 pm, in reply to "John G Makie"
JOHN

| HAVE BEN LOOKING FOR JOHN G MACKIE FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS.JOHN WAS WITH THE 751st SQ. HE FLEW
A TOTAL OF 56 MISSIONS. AND | FLEW 19 MISSIONS WITH HIM. GEORGE H BANE WAS THE PILOT ON MOST OF
HIS MISSIONS. | HAVE COPYS OF THE ORIGINAL LOADING LIST. | HAVE SOME PICTURES.OFJOHN ALSO. YOU
CAN CALL ME AT

710-H###

JOETOTH

Posted by John Makie on 9/28/2006, 2:47 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

Thankyou for the prompt response.

| did notice yu had mentioned John G Mackie (with a 'c'). | am trying to track my father's missions via the
combined operations. He could be anywhere in the WWII records, since he was involved in many special
missions not known to many then, let alone now.

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/29/2006, 8:19 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

John, I'm intrigued by the statements you make regarding your Father's "missions via the combined
operations" and the assertions that "he was involved in many special missions not known to many then, let
alone now."

Also, what's the answer of your Father's name John G. Makie versus that of John G. Mackie suggested by Joe
Toth?

Posted by John on 9/30/2006, 3:31 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

| have extensively been researching my father’s war efforts for some time now. The name Mackie versus
Makie is a very common spelling error. | was hoping that you didn’t have any detailed information on him.
That would interest me more since he is Canadian. This is just a tip of the ice berg. My father grew up most of
his life as Maki. He is registered in the Royal Canadian Navy as John G Makie.

You may be another victim in the world search for information on my father. | apologize if | have offended you
or anyone in your association.

If you are interested in guiding me to groups that may be able to help me mostly in WWII western europe,
please feel free to pass on any info.

Thanks

John M Makie

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/30/2006, 5:24 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

John, Initially, | brought up two issues, the first was the following: I'm intrigued by the statements you make
regarding your Father's "missions via the combined operations" and the assertions that "he was involved in
many special missions not known to many then, let alone now." This sounds rather clandestine, no less to
accomplish same with a slow flying B-17 bomber. Could you be more specific ... | assume your Father was an
Officer. What position did he fly on the B-17 aircraft and what were his duties.

Posted by John Makie on 10/2/2006, 11:02 am, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

Yes, the story is intriguing and inspiring to find out why after 65 years my fathers story is still hemmed up
somewhere in the OSS, SOE and Camp X records. Keep in mind, in Canada there was a fifty year ‘gag’ order on
all special service agents that worked during WWII (perhaps a probable saying ‘loose lips sink country’s
truthfulness’). Most of which are not here today. My research has taken me to archives in England, Norway,
Canada and United States. My best results are from veterans who knew of the group, but were told not to say
anything. That is, until now.



My reason to query this chat room was simply to determine if this was another list of names that hid most of
the 72 men that were KIA but were recorded as MIA, or to a lesser extent, not mentioned at all.

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/3/2006, 3:56 am, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

John ... You're in the driver's seat now! Go to the 457th BG Web Site Home Page. Scroll down the page 'til you
see the Category Button entitled "What's New" and click on it!

Hap Reese has just completed ALL of the 457th Bomb Group's Loading Lists, from February, 1944 to April 1945
inclusive, that are available at the National Archives, are now posted in the Narratives section of the website. A
narrative also accompanies each mission and the "Search" capability has been reindexed to search for the
name of any flyer.

Good Luck!

Posted by Sheila on 10/3/2006, 1:47 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

John | notice that you mention the OSS. | do know that some of them operated out of a large country manor
house that is situated in Holme village, and is the next village to Conington. It is known as Holmewood Hall and
is still standing today. They packaged supplies that were dropped into France for the resistance, but to the best
of my knowledge they didn't fly those supplies out of Glatton, but used the local railroad and trucks to move
them to other parts of the country. | think either flow and dropped by the RAF at Tempsford Bedfordshire or
the Harrington Carpetbaggers in Northamptonshire.

Not sure if you are aware of Holmewood Hall, and there is very little known about the work that went on
there, so thought | would mention it.

| believe that the Commander of the Holmewood Hall operation was Major Robert Stroud.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/4/2006, 9:53 am, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

John - I'm into mysteries. What did you dad do during WWII? | had an uncle that is a similar mystery. After
spending 20 years in the Air Force probably starting in WWII, he spent another 20 years drawing a check from
the U.S. government. He was supposedly a cryptogropher, and an electronics, explosives and lock expert. He
would be gone for weeks at a time and no one in the family knew for how long or for what. His public facing
job was a locksmith.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/4/2006, 10:06 am, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

| found this on an internet search under a site called CSI Center for Study of Intelligence Bulletin Sumer 2000,
Issue 11. Is this your relative?

Society members who were present for the ceremony included Col. Gary Chris Solar; Mr. John Gordon Makie,
who in 1942 served with the Combined Operations Force--Commando Unit under Intrepid and Lord
Mountbatten; Capt. Michael Rozak, Royal Canadian Air Force, and Dr. Collin Briggs, the Society's historian.
Also this under a site looking for people called International Veterans Rendezvous.

YOUR NAME: John M Makie

YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS: ####@sasktel.net

WHICH SECTION DO YOU WANT YOUR ENQUIRY ENTERED IN?: Canadian Forces

SERVICE/UNIT DETAILS: Special Operations Executive

RANK: Not Used in SOE, RCN - Chief Petty Officer

YEAR/S OF SERVICE: 1942 - 1946

LAST KNOWN WHEREABOUTS: Winnipeg MB, Canada

OTHER INFORMATION: | am looking for anyone who served with the Special Operations Executive, under
water demolition Unit. 72 men served in Norway, France, and the remaining 6 men in Burma and Hong Kong.
These carefully selected men were from Britain, Australia and Canada. Anyone who can help in identifying the
authenticity of this service in these theatres of operation would be greatly appreciated.

0159CAN

Posted by John M Makie on 10/6/2006, 10:06 am, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

Yes Jerry. John G Makie is my father. The request was sent awhile ago by me (John M Makie) with no results.
My father is now 82 years old and has agreed to help me write a book on his war experiances. | am cautiously
reaching out for help from anyone who has any information that will lead to any formal records about this
group. Your interest is very encouraging. And if | may offer a challenge to see if you can come up with any
more information that directly relates to this group.



Posted by Alan Morton on 10/4/2006, 5:18 pm, in reply to "John G Makie"

In retrospect John, I'm inclined to believe you initially were just interogating Any and All WWII military service
data bases, such as the 457th BG web site (Flight Crew Roster), for your Father's name ... trying to re-create his
clandesine activities dealing with the Britsh, Canadian and America government military services.

If the aforementioned is true, that's why it has taken so long herein for us to glean from you ... "where and
what you were coming from and after."

Assuming the above to be correct ... was your Father EVER formerly attached to the 457th Bomb Group, and if
so what Bomb Squadron was he assigned to? Was he a Flight Officer (FO) or an enlisted man (EM)? What was
his crew position and duties aboard the B-17? When was he attached to the 457th BG? And lastly, what was
his Pilot's full name?

And, your Father is now deceased, correct? In what country and city did your Father reside, at death?

Posted by JOE TOTH on 10/4/2006, 7:46 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"
THANK YOU ALAN MORTON FOR YOUR RESPONSE. YOU HIT THE NAIL RIGHT ON THE HEAD.
JOE TOTH

Posted by John Makie on 10/4/2006, 9:14 pm, in reply to "Re: John G Makie"

| have been researching on the internet for a long time. That is why I'm very carful not to disturb any message
boards with too much of nothing. Yes, you are correct | 'googled you'. You folks are very informative and to the
point regarding your association. | have enjoyed my stay with you. But it is time to move on. My father is alive
and well. However, | have been an IT consultant for some years now and am able to cover a wider swath you
might say in receiving info regarding his extraordinary wartime experiances on the internet. My only key | used
was that he mentioned he had the choice of wearing any allied jacket while on base. He chose an american
flying jacket. | just wondered if there was more that met the eye or ear per say. | believe his final rank was a
petty officer. He got back home after 4 years of spy work with only a few tell tale marks (never documented) at
the ripe old age of 20.

"Me & Col. John D. Parker "

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 6/4/2005, 1:31 pm

The following is link to a photo of Me

TSgt Patrick J.Connelly USAF AD son of waistgunner Aaron B.Connelly and

Col.John D.Parker 457th Navigator at the Memorial to 385th BG Perle Lux July 2004 Bottom Photo | am far left
in uniform Col. is in the center (8AF Ballcap Red Tie)

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 6/5/2005, 1:27 pm, in reply to "Me & Col. John D. Parker "
Oops lets try again hope it works this time Ok the Link is Here see Original message for Photo Explained
Link: http://http://photobucket.com/albums/y52/ww?2societyeurope/Perle%202004/

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/5/2005, 2:10 pm, in reply to "Re: Me & Col. John D. Parker "

Patrick,

That last posting did not work either. You have HTTP:// in there twice. If you remove the first one then you
must also add a : (colon) in the second one. Hope this helps. | did see the photo.

Willard

Posted by Patrick J.Connelly on 7/10/2005, 7:50 pm, in reply to "Me & Col. John D. Parker "
Ok take 3
http://photobucket.com/albums/y52/ww2societyeurope/Perle%202004/

"My father"

Posted by Michael K. Shinners, DDS on 10/17/2006, 3:51 pm

My father John F. Shinners (Jack) was the personell Officer for the 457th. | would greatly appreciate hearing
from anyone who remembers my dad, and would like to share information about the group and your
experiences.

Thank you for your service to our country, and any information you may care to share.



Posted by Alan Morton on 10/17/2006, 10:08 pm, in reply to "My father"

Hi Michael ... If there is a downside to the 457th Bomb Group web site it is the heavy emphasis on the B-17
Flight Crews, their Aircraft and the missions flown by the 457th Bomb Group per se, in 1944-1945. For
example, when the Glatton Air Base was initially set up in the latter part of 1943 the first personnel to arrive
were "Permanent Party" officers and enlisted men. A goodly number of these men and women operated the
Base from its inception till closing at war's end. By the same token the Flight Crews manning the B-17s in
combat were "Transitory" and stayed approximately six month durations on average.

All of the 457th Bomb Group published books written have dealt with the Missions flown, the targets, and the
Aircraft and Flight Crews lost.I've tried to remind former 457th BG members that the unsung heroes of the
457th Bomb Group were the Permanent Party that stayed behind after we Flight Crew members came back to
the States.

That's why we old combat veterans worry so deeply for our young service men and women fighting and dying
in Iraq and Afghanistan today for twelve months on end, then relieved, and sent back again with little time to
recover from combat!

The only thing | can offer with regard to the "Permanent Party" stationed at Glatton would be the various
published issues of the 457th BG Association Roster that identified the Permanent Party personnel as well as
the Flight crews. Was your Father a 457th Bomb Group Association Member?If he was, you might refamiliarize
yourself with these Rosters, names and personnel classifications for some common denominators to your
Father.

Your best bet is to purchase the 3rd Volume of James L. Bass's "Fait Accompli Il Trilogy" This volume deals with
an overview of the entire Base and it's Personnel. Call or write Mr. James L. Bass, Carthage, TN - Tel.
(615)##H#H#, Fax (615) ####

Mr. Bass is currently the President of the 457th Bomb Group Association.

Posted by Mike Shinners on 10/18/2006, 12:00 pm, in reply to "My father"

Dear Mr. Alan Mortom;

Thank you very much for your thoughtful note that you posted. | was very happy to hear from you. | called Mr.
Bass today and hopefully he will return my call at his convenience. With luck hopefully | can get more
information regarding my dad and the group. | can't express the gratitude that | feel for all the young men and
women that made such great sacrifices to guard our freedom during WWII. You all are heroes and | truly
believe that you were members of the "Greatest Generation". May God bless all of you and THANK YOU!

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/19/2006, 1:29 pm, in reply to "Re: My father"

Thanks for the kind words Mike! It's rather ironic when one tries to evaluate the two terms "Permanent Party
Personnel" vs. "Transitory Flight Crew Personnel." Actually, the sum total for an operational combat Air Base,
like specifically the 457th Bomb Group, is like looking at an iceberg floating in the ocean ... what you see above
the water line is nothing compared to the size of the part below the water line.

Unfortunately, few vital statistics were kept for history's sake of the 457th Bomb Group's "Permanent Party
Personnel" during and after the War's end that shows a ratio between the two groups. What would have been
the number of actual Permanent Party personnel required to support one (1) B-17 Combat Flight Crew?
Twenty to One? Fifty to One? One Hundred to One? A Thousand to One?

Secondly, what were the categories of ALL these Permanent Party personnel ... such as MP's, Fire

Rescue, Doctors, Nurses and orderlies, Ammunition Armorers, all types of Aircraft Mechanics, Radio
communications specialists, Ambulances, Payroll, Officer and Enlisted Men Mess Hall personnel, Parachute
riggers and on and on. Sadly, fifty years after the fact, there is no one writing about the virtues of the
Permanent Party types by name or detailed group photos thereof. These Permanent Party people were the
heart and soul of the 457th Bomb Group. We Fight Crews delivered the goods to Berlin et al.

| apologize for not knowing and mentioning other categories of equal importance to the sum total.

| know | speak for all the Flight Crews when | belatedly point out our deep appreciation of everyone that
helped make Fait Accompli a reality for the "Fireball Outfit" - The 457th Bomb Group!

Posted by Willard Reese on 10/19/2006, 3:00 pm, in reply to "Re: My father"

Rather belatedly but timely.

Jim Derk and | are currently working on a section of our website that will be called "Service Personnel". It will
have pictures of those who served on the ground and photos of the areas in which they worked.



Unfortunately, there is not much written material about these men who served our Bomb Group so well.

| do have copies of almost all the daily bulletins that were posted in each squadron area and I'm trying to gleen
something from them that might be of interest.

We should have the "Service Personnel Photo Archive" ready and posted in a week or sooner.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/20/2006, 10:59 am, in reply to "Re: My father"

| asked my father some time ago whether there were any blacks on the base and he said that since the amry
was segreated at that time there were none serving in uniform in the 457th but he was uncertain if there were
any serving as civilian service personell. Can any of you answer?

Posted by Sheila on 10/21/2006, 10:53 pm, in reply to "Re: My father"

Although Britain itself didn't practice segregation, they abided by the laws of America, and during the war,
they tried to discourage contact between these 2 peoples, to avoid possible problems between the cultural
differences of the two countries.

The bases were segregated, as were the local towns closest to the bases, to a certain extent. With base
commanders trying to make sure that the two groups of peoples were not given access to the local town on
the same days.

Because of the fact that the English hadn't been used to segregation before the war, there were a great many
misunderstandings and problems socially, in the local towns and villages.

If this is of particular interest to you, you may like to read the book published by Graham Smith, entitled
"When Jim Crow met John Bull"

"2005 Reunion in Savannah"

Posted by Andy Reeves on 2/21/2005, 9:08 am

Will there be a registration package including hotel info, tours, hospitality room etc be sent out to all or will
this info be posted on the web cite. Have a busy summer ahead and need to plan and budget ahead.
Appreciate reply. Thanks-- Andy

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 2/21/2005, 11:49 pm, in reply to "2005 Reunion in Savannah"

Andy...all reunion information will be in the next newsletter...which I'm planning to have out the first week of
May. Lori Barnett, our hostess, is making all the plans and finalizing prices, activities, etc, as we speak.; The
newsletter will have all the registration forms needed. At this point, all we have for sure are the dates, Sept 18-
22 and the location, Savannah. Nancy Henrich, Secretary

Posted by tom gibbs on 7/1/2005, 9:02 pm, in reply to "Re: 2005 Reunion in Savannah"
my dad is in your group and my wife and i would like to go to the reunion . we would like to know the days of
the reunion and where you all are staying . thanks tom

Posted by Lee Finneran on 3/19/2006, 4:00 am, in reply to "2005 Reunion in Savannah"
Just saw this. Is this an annual reunion? Would love to attend. My Dad was in WW 2 and a article written by
him has been posted on this website. Thanks in advance for any info. Lee

Posted by Nancy Henrich on 4/10/2006, 6:37 pm, in reply to "Re: 2005 Reunion in Savannah"

Lee, | just saw your message from 3/19...sorry | didn't get to it sooner. We have stateside reunions every odd
numbered year...the next one is in November 2007 in Pensacola. In May of the even numbered years, we go to
England for a mini-reunion at Peterborough, near the old air base. All members and/or family/friends are
invited to attend reunions. If you are interested, | will send you a newsletter and an application to join our
association. Dues are just $25 for two years. Send me your mailing address if you would like. | usually send a
newsletter to interested persons so they can see what one is...and then most people do decide to join. Nancy
Henrich, Secretary, 457th Bomb Group Association

Posted by Lee on 10/24/2006, 5:44 pm, in reply to "Re: 2005 Reunion in Savannah"

Hi Nancy,

Sorry it's taken me so long to get back to you, lots of reasons but none of 'em that good. I'd hate to bore ya
with the details. I'm tremendously interested in hearing the details of the reunions and such as my sister-in-



law and her husband will be stationed in England next year. Good timing | guess. Either way, I'd love to attend
if possible. Ya got my e-mail address and | look forward to hearing from you. | hope that this note finds
yourself in great health and happiness. All the best, Lee

"Robert F. Marcum - School Project"

Posted by Andrew Patterson on 10/10/2006, 9:09 pm

Hi, my name is Andrew Patterson and | am currently attending Central High School in Omaha, Nebraska. My
advanced placement history teacher is having his student’s research one of the seventy nine graduates from
Omaha Central that died in World War Il.

Robert F. Marcum — He served with the 751st Bomber Squadron, 475th Bomber Group. Robert was killed over
Eberswalde, Germany, on September 12, 1944. He is buried in Neuville en Condroz, Belgium.

If anyone has information on Robert F. Marcum, his B-17 the American Eagle, memories they would like to
share, pictures or comments you can contact me at ####@hotmail.com.

All comments and suggestions are welcome.

Thank you,

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/12/2006, 10:04 am, in reply to "Robert F. Marcum - School Project"

I have no inside information but there is a lot availabe on this site. Use the search feature for Marcum and you
will discover a picture of the plane & pilot, the cross in the American Cemetary in France where Robert
Marcum is buried and the mission narrative for the misson on which he was killed including words from the
only survivor. In addition if you get into the mission naratives from the home page you can find something
about all the missions Robert Marcum was on. Also look at the other pictures and stories to get a felling of
what life was like on the base and during the missions. Hope this helps.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 10/12/2006, 1:27 pm, in reply to "Re: Robert F. Marcum - School Project"

| have no inside information but there is a lot availabe on this site. Use the search feature for Marcum and you
will discover a picture of the plane & pilot, the cross in the American Cemetary in France where Robert
Marcum is buried and the mission narrative for the misson on which he was killed including words from the
only survivor. In addition if you get into the mission naratives from the home page you can find something
about all the missions Robert Marcum was on. Also look at the other pictures and stories to get a felling of
what life was like on the base and during the missions. Hope this helps.

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/16/2006, 5:36 pm, in reply to "Robert F. Marcum - School Project"

Hi Andrew ... See the message posted on this Message Board dated 2/1/2006 from Rich Salik regarding the
751st Bomb Squadron Aircraft Names. Rich's Email address is ####@juno.com .(drop him a line). Whatever
you find out from Rich, please post your findings under your posting herein dated 10/10/2006 for others to
see. Many Thanks.

Posted by Rich Salik on 2/1/2006, 6:45 pm, in reply to "Re: 751st Aircraft Names"

My cousin was a radio operator on "American Eagle" of the 751st Squadron, 457th Bomber Group(H). Other
crew members were 2nd Lt Selling, 2nd Lt French, 2nd Lt Marcum, 2nd Lt. Peterson, and Sergeants Shadman,
Conley, Gallucci, and Ryder. His name was Erwin C. Krueger from Chicago. His B-17 went down over Germany
on 12 Sep 1944. Does anyone know if a group photo exists for this crew?

Posted by Andrew Patterson on 10/25/2006, 2:09 pm, in reply to "Re: Robert F. Marcum - School Project"
Thank Your Richard, did you ever find a picture of the crew of the American Eagle? If you did get a picture of
them or if you have any pictures of your cousin, would you mind emailing them to me.

Thanks, Andrew

“Thank You”

Posted by Herb Dollar on 10/27/2006, 2:13 pm

Alan Morton

Thanks again for contacting me and introducing me to this website. | will enjoy going through it. | have
submitted a message to Mike Burgess. Hope to compare notes with Mike.



"Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Posted by Kelly Adams on 4/25/2005, 10:44 pm

| am looking for anything that anyone can tell me about my cousin. | only have bits and pieces about him. |
wasn't even born before he died but feel a great closeness to him and really want to find out more. The last
that | know was that his plane was shot down plane #s/n 44-8368 he paracuted and drowned in a lake. The
pilot of his plane Capt. Melvin M. Fox, Air commander, Lt. Col Roderick Francis, Bombardier, Capt. Charles
Musgrove, Navigator Lt. Beverly Robertson, Navigator 2, Lt. Paul Hertenstein, Flight Engineer, Lt. Gerald
Zelikofsky,radio operator 2, Sgt. Adrian Belanger, Left Waist Gunner, Sgt. Alvin Prukop and the Tail gunner
Capt. Monroe Hotaling. Lloyd was the radio operator. Thank you for taking the time to read this and anything
anyone knows would be helpful or any pictures of him or his crew. Thank you again.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/26/2005, 10:47 am, in reply to "Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
| have no other information, other than what is on this site. If you type "blood" in the search feature on the
first page, you will come up with some leads that you can click on.

Posted by Joe Toth on 5/4/2005, 6:37 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
| don't know if you are aware of this, but Lloyd J. Blood is listed on the Wall of the Missing in the Netherlands
American Cemetary. He was shot down on April 10, 1945 and was so listed. Hope this helps.

Posted by Kelly on 4/24/2006, 7:26 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
Thank you for your kindness. Yes | am aware that he ison the wall of the missing.

Posted by Roger Ditzel on 5/18/2006, 1:36 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

I have known Lloyd (Luke)all of his life.Lloyd's mother and father were my folks best friends.He was 2 years
older than | and entered the Air Corp about a year before | went into the Army.I just found this network a few
days ago.| still live in our hometown of East Pembroke.N.Y.l have been trying to figure out how you are related
to him.I will be glad to give you any information that is available to me.

Posted by Rene Millert on 8/19/2006, 11:32 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Dear Mr.Ditzel!

Two years ago, my friends and | found the crash-position of the B17 of Sgt.Blood. We could identify the serial
number of the airplane with help the Radio Call Number .

Sgt.Blood has not drowned in the lake. He could not leave the airplane . His body burned up to the
unrecognizableness. German Soldaten buried him at a for me unknown place.

These statements are blegts through a German police-document and through statements of eyewitnesses.
| believe, that Sgt.Bloods lies as unknown soldier in Holland.

Unfortunately, we have no idea and no conversation-partners to follow this trace .

Sincerely, Rene Millert

Germany

Posted by Bill Murray on 8/20/2006, 12:40 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Rene,

If you have access to the police documents that you mentioned, | can translate them from German to English. |
was a German linguist in the Army. Just send me the scanned documents as an email attachment and | will
post the translation on this site.

Danke im Voraus!

Bill Murray

Hi#HH#@cox.net

Las Vegas, NV

Posted by Roger Ditzel on 8/27/2006, 10:41 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Rene Millert,

In reply to your e-mail | would like for you to send me the serial number of Lloyd Blood's air craft and the
location that you found the plane.The German police document and statement from the eyewitnesses would
also be a big help.The pilot met with Lloyd's mother when he returned to the states and told her that he was



the last one to bail out and that he was able to count all the members of the crew.The German officer that he
was brought before showed him Lloyd's dog tags and told him that Lloyd had landed in a lake and drowned.
Thank you

Roger Ditzel

Posted by Bill Murray on 9/2/2006, 12:05 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Rene,

Thanks for the info that you sent. | will repost your narrative from your email on Aug. 20 for the others on this
message board.

Thank you for sending those original documents!

Best wishes,

Bill Murray

Las Vegas, NV

Rene's email to me:

"Hi Bill,

The village Hopfendorf doesn't exist in Germany. It is a misspelling. Gotschendorf must be called it.

At the main-position of the crash, we found remains of a May swim vest and parts of a parachute.

One airman landed in the Kolpin-See and was rescued by an fisherman.

Sgt.Bloods body was revovered by German soldiers. | have hints that he could have been buried in Gollin,
ca.8km south from Gotschendorf. After the war, Americans should have picked up a dead person there. That
could be, because the other captured airmen were brought to airfield Prenzlau and to Karinhall. Karinhall was
a residence of Hermann Goring and lies 2 approximately km from Gollin . Here, Luftwaffe soldiers were
stationed.

Many greetings, Rene (end of email)

Here is the translated part of the German Police documents, dated April 10, 1945, which pertain to Sgt. Blood's
plane: From pg. 3 "...

2.) 1 four-engine American bomber crashed by Hopfendorf. The plane broke up in the air as the crew bailed
out. 1 crew member remained in the plane as it crashed and was burned beyond recognition. No terrain
damage." (End of translation)

Note: | will forward copies of Rene's documents, crash site maps, etc. with a complete translation to anyone
who requests them. Contact me at: ####@cox.net

Posted by Kelly on 8/24/2006, 6:34 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
Lloyd Blood was my cousin. My mother is Diane Dusel/King was her maiden name. Please contact me

Posted by Roger Ditzel on 8/25/2006, 11:04 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

| have met some of the King's that lived in Attica,N.Y. and | knew a Gerald King that lived in East Pembroke.My
mother and father Lottie and Lawernce Ditzel were life long friends of Margerey and Harold Blood.Lloyd was 2
year older than | was.l imagine you have read the e-mail that Rene Millert sent.l don't agree with a lot of what
he says,number 1 that Lloyd burned up in the plane.l would like to keep in touch with you and find out what
information you have.

Posted by Roger Ditzel on 8/27/2006, 10:56 am, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Kelly.

| just posted a response to Rene Millert that you might be interested in.Until | get a reply back from him I'm
afraid that | will have to beleave what his mother told us as being true.l don't think we will ever know the
exact truth.

| have a couple of pictures of Lloyd that | might be able to e-mail you if you like.

Keep in touch,

Roger Ditzel

Posted by kelly on 8/31/2006, 9:04 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
Dear Roger,



| would love to see the pictures of my cousin that you have. You said you knew a Gerald King that was my
grandfather and Marjorie was my grandfathers sister. We called her Aunt. | never knew Harold he died at an
early age. Please keep in touch. Kelly

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/19/2006, 5:56 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Hi Kelly ... We converse again.

As you already know | flew on this same mission April 10, 1945 as your cousin Radio Operator, T/Sgt. Lloyd J.
Blood.

First of all, as Officers and Enlisted Men attached to the 8th Air Force, 457th Bomb Group, Glatton we came as
Flight Crews identified by the Pilot's last name. | really haven't researched it deeply, but I'm inclined to believe
that Lloyd J. Blood was a member of the Lt. Melvin M. Fox Flight Crew that flew their FIRST mission on
September 19th, 1944, Mission No 124, Target: Soest, Germany.

As Lt. Melvin M. Fox became more proficient as a combat Pilot he caught the eye of the Squadron Leaders and
the Base Commander. When a Mission was planned a "Lead Crew" of ten (10) men was assembled of primarily
Officers and usually three (3) Enlisted men. Reason being that the "Mission Lead Crew Plane" was of a special
configuration; and only required a Flight Engineer Top Turret gunner, a Radio Operator gunner and a Waist
gunner. The rest of the Lead Crew was made up of typically seven (7) Flight Officers.

The "original" Melvin M. Fox Flight Crew that arrived at Glatton consisted of:

Melvin M. Fox - Pilot

Robert E. Southern - CoPilot

Beverly C. Robertson - Navigator

Horace W. Whipple - Bombardier

Adrian A. Belanger - Flight Engineer

Lloyd J. Blood - Radio Operator

Ronland Vevier - Ball Turret

Alvin Prueop - Waist Gunner

Harold A. Arndt - Tail Gunner

Usually the Squadron Commanders and the Base Commander had certain Pilots, Navigators and Bombardiers
that "they would specifically choose when they put together a Mission Lead Crew." Possibly, the same rational
was applied with the three (3) Enlisted Men positions.

All of the above to point out Kelly, your best bet is to run down the names of the "original" Flight Crew listed
above that trained together in the USA

and started as Combat Flight Crew at Glatton. The

Melvin M. Fox Flight Crew was attached to the 749th Bomb Squadron, 457th Bomb Group.

Another area you might research are the 457th BG Combat Mission Loading Lists found at
http://457thbombgroup.org/NARRATIVES/Il_index.htmI? simply type in Blood for a listing of ALL missions
flown by your cousin.

Some "Original Melvin M. Fox Flight Crew members" may still be alive!

Cheers, Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/19/2006, 6:22 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Kelly,

One thing is a fact ... after the Lead Crews arrived back at Glatton after the Combat Mission they headed up ...
a Base photographer took the photo of the assembled Lead Crew members. So, if you can peruse the photos
of the various Combat Mission Lead Crews.

Try Mission 224, dated April 5, 1945 wherein Fox's plane and crew was assigned to lead the Formation after
the plane with Major Dozier crashed on take-off because of an engine fire. Major Havey assumed the Lead
with Lt. Melvin M. Fox as his pilot.

If you can find this Lead Crew photo taken of Major Havey upon his return from the Mission, you may see a
photo of your cousin.

Cheers, Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/19/2006, 7:16 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
VOILA ...

Go to:
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Fox%20crew%20and%20Col%20Francis.html



and

http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Fox%20crew%20and%20Col%20Francis%202.html

| dont't agree that these photos are of Lt. Col. Francis and Capt. Melvin M. Fox and Crew getting ready for a
mission. These guys are unloading their gear and guns RETURNING from some other mission and being met by
Lt. Col. Francis.

Posted by Ken Blakebrough on 8/31/2006, 9:16 pm, in reply to "Re: Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

| agree with Alan Morton.

The photos are of a aircrew having just returned from a mission and being greeted bysome of the "brass".
Note the equipment strewn about the plane including gun barrels and chutes. Furthermore, | opine that
the two greeting officers in topcoats are Lt/Col Francis and General H.Turner from eitherWing or Division.
Francis as second in Group Command is probably filling in for Col. Rogner whom we may presume was away
from the base.

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/1/2006, 8:14 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"

Kelly ...

With all the information and support the 8th Air Force, 457th Bomb Group Association web site has provided
you, you still have not posted a photograph of your cousin, Radio Operator, T/Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood in his military
uniform to add to our Photograph Section. Surely, you or some member of your family by this time has
unearthed such a photo. If you are totally unfamiliar with the process of transmitting a photograph to Hap
Reese, web master of this web site .... let him know ASAP by Email: ####@bellsouth.net . You owe this favor to
your beloved decorated cousin and his last mission KIA on April 10, 1945 for all of history to see.

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/28/2006, 12:52 pm, in reply to "Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood"
To see a photograph of T/Sgt. Lloyd J. Blood on this web site click on this URL:
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/BB/BBP66.html

Many thanks to childhood friend of Lloyd Blood, Roger Ditzel.

"Herbert E. Dollar"

Posted by Mike on 10/25/2006, 6:04 pm
Does anyone know if Herbert E. Dollar is still with us? He flew many missions with my father, Oliver G. Burgess.
It appears Herbert flew about 41 missions total.

Posted by John Pearson on 10/26/2006, 7:34 pm, in reply to "Herbert E. Dollar"
| heard from him in early March '06.
Try (714)####.

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/27/2006, 12:03 am, in reply to "Re: Herbert E. Dollar"

Mike Burgess ...

| noticed the Message posted on the web site by

John Pearson regarding the area code and phone number of Herb Dollar.

| thought, "Hell, | have that same area code!" So | placed a call to Herb in Yorba Linda, CA from Fullerton, CA
and relayed your message to him. We spoke for a while about the "good old days" and the 457th BG web site.
Herb's going to go over to his daughter's house tonight to see the 457th Bomb Group on her computer. Herb is
alive, well and still kicking ... at 83!

Posted by Jeff Bell on 10/27/2006, 12:45 am, in reply to "Re: Herbert E. Dollar"

Herbert E. Dollar is my Grandfather and he was great man that herd from many of the people that he fought
with during the war. 41 missions that is really awsome and | cant wiat to hear more fom him and how he
merged victorious over the Germany.

Posted by Herbert Dollar on 10/27/2006, 2:02 pm, in reply to "Herbert E. Dollar"

I'm Herb Dollar and | am still here. Yes, | flew with Oliver Burgess for a complete tour. | would be interested in
talking with you. Please contact me at (714) #### (I live in California)or respond to this message with your
number and | will contact you. Hope to hear from you soon.



Posted by Mike Burgess on 10/28/2006, 5:28 pm, in reply to "Re: Herbert E. Dollar"
| will call you on 10-28-06 in the evening. | am happy you are still going strong.

“FAREWELL from Jack Muth, navigator,and the the rest of
the crew of PACAWALLOP,June to February, 1944!”

Posted by jack muth on 10/27/2006, 8:30 pm
To the 457th:

FAREWELL from Jack Muth, navigator,and the the rest of the crew of PACAWALLOP,June to February, 1944!

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/30/2006, 4:18 pm, in reply to "last call"

HiJack ...

Is it really LAST CALL, "FAREWELL?" I'd like to help you try and find the fellows you flew with in WWII at Glatton
... But I need your help FIRST! Send me an Email to ####@adelphia.net and give me your phone number at
home so | can call you back and | might be able to help solve your delemma. For openers: Go to the Home
Page and scroll down the page to almost the bottom where you'll see a SEARCH box. Type in Muth and hit the
Search button. Click on each and every title listed and then we can talk!

"John S. Tarabula"

Posted by Jamie Tarabula on 11/2/2006, 5:42 pm
John Tarabula is my grandfather and | am desperately trying to find out information about him or any pictures.
Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you!

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/2/2006, 7:42 pm, in reply to "John S. Tarabula"

WOW Jamie ... you sure don't give much information to help find your Grandfather as to what he did, if and
when, he was attached to the 457th Bomb Group.

But, here goes ... there was a Flight Crew member on the Lt Parkes E. Rea Flight Crew that flew combat
missions with the 749th Bomb Squadron:

Lt Parkes E. Rea - Pilot

Lt John R. Thompson

Lt John V. Schell

Lt Harold S. Friedman

Sgt Leroy Pellonari

Sgt Wayne R. Rodline

Sgt Edward B. Tecker

Sgt John S. Tarabula

Sgt Nick C. Martin

It appears Sgt. John S. Tarabula was an enlisted man (EM) and flew the Ball Turret position on the B-17 Flying
Fortress.

Go to the Home Page of this web site and scroll down the page till you see a series of Buttons,

then click on "Photo Archives." Pick the title "Air Crew Archives" and look through the photos.

"cigarette smoking in service"

Posted by jack muth on 11/1/2006, 8:05 pm

Remember the lunch boxes given us on long missions? Inside was a tiny Lucky Srike box with 3 cigarettes.
Years after as a VA Compemsation & Pension MD, | saw an inter-office VA memo endorsing the passage of a
bill to compensate any veteran with lung disease who had smoked during war time. Can you imagine what that
propsal would have cost by now?

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/1/2006, 10:48 pm, in reply to "cigarette smoking in service"



Jack ... As a former 457th BG Navigator, there is no way you could have possibly managed to side-step my
message | posted to you on October 30, 2006 by accident. As | stated then, | wish you'd drop me a line.

Again ... my Email address is: ####@adelphia.net

If you'll Go to the Home Page and scroll down the page to almost the bottom ... you'll see a SEARCH box. Type
in your last name and hit the Search button. Click on each of the applicable titles and you'll see photos of many
of your old Crew! Then we can talk about the crew, LUCKY STRIKE GREEN cigarettes ... and finding them. Please
drop me a line ... friend!

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/2/2006, 3:33 pm, in reply to "cigarette smoking in service"
Thanks for the Email today, Jack

| notice back on 5 August 1944 you flew with the John A. Fox crew as Navigator:

John A. Fox ... Pilot

John B. Folson

Jack R. Muth

Richard R. Hinman

Alfred J. Rubino

Calvin Campbell

Richard J. Imhoff

Guy P. Wharton

Wilfred Finke

All told thirty-five Missions.

If the aforementioned Crew list is correct, let me know so | can start (hopefully) locating those crew members
that may still be alive?!

Posted by jack muth on 11/3/2006, 9:42 am, in reply to "Re: cigarette smoking in service"
crew members correct but | don't remember Folsom,Imhoff or Wharton

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/3/2006, 11:26 am, in reply to "Re: cigarette smoking in service"

HiJack ... here's an opportunity for you to set the record straight and list the Fox Crew by full name and
position that each flew aboard the B-17 ... as you remember. By the way Jack, check out the Home Page button
entitled Mission Narratives and Loading Lists to refresh your memory of each Mission you flew and the Flight
Crew Loading Lists per se. All of these records were compiled using the official 8th Air Force, 457th BG records
stored in the National Archives in Washington.

Also Jack, have you read any of the great books written by former 457th BG Officers and Enlisted men that you
flew with?

For the record Jack, do you want to mention your health from smoking in the service ... as a warning to others,
younger than our generation?

"Aircraft identification"

Posted by Jack Owens Jr on 11/3/2006, 5:37 am

Hi, I've been trying to research some of the missions my dad flew with the 751st and have ascertained some 30
missions flown but in most cases the aircraft flown are identified only as 3 digits e.g A/C 131 and not a full
serial number. Is there a way of cross matching these? It would be nice to see if any of the 17 different
airplanes he flew have names or photo's. Wonder if anyone can help?

Posted by Mike Burgess on 11/3/2006, 10:01 am, in reply to "Aircraft identification"
Jack,
Go to the Aircraft Database to look.

Posted by Jack Owens on 11/3/2006, 6:20 pm, in reply to "Re: Aircraft identification"

Thanks Mike, | finally realised that the last 3 digits of the serial numbers were used as the A/C number on the
mission narratives. It's nice to be able to match up the narratives with photo's of the various planes. Somehow
brings things alive.

My next task is try to locate my Dad in some of the crew photo's.

What a terrific site this is and | marvel at the work that must have gone into it.



“NEW: 457th BG Base Personnel: Ground/Staff/Mission
Support”

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/4/2006, 11:58 am

An entirely new section to the 457th BG Web Site is mentioned in the "What's New" button on
the Home Page. It's entitled, "457th BG Base Personnel: Ground/Staff/Mission Support" Click
on:http://457thbombgroup.org/service_personnel_1/intro.html

“305th Bomber Photos for 42-97532”

Posted by Chris Coffman on 11/6/2006, 4:34 pm

Hello,

I am working on a project for the 305th Bomb Group where we collect documents and photos from the group.
| was wondering if | could get some copies of your photos for the damage to the 305th Plane 42-975327? | was

wondering as well if you could tell me how you got them and maybe that would help me locate 305th photos

as well.

Any help would be great.

-chris

“Crew Questions”

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/6/2006, 5:32 pm

Another point Jack ... was the ideal flying weather in the southeeastern states year round, and not having to
contend with snow and ice. The southwestern states were great for classification centers, selection of Pilots,
Navigators and Bombardier officer training. Gunnery, Mechanic, Radio and Armorer schools training for
enlisted men. Months-round training of each B-17 Air Crew started to become cohesive units. Florida and
surrounding states were saturated with these advance Flight Training Bases.

Typically, the next step was heading by troop train to Hunter Air Force Base (Home of the 8th Air Force
Command Headquarters) and being assigned to a brand new B-17s to fly to England via the "Snowball Route ...
Labrador, Greenland, Iceland and finally Preswick, Scotland. From there each Air Crew went by train to
assigned 8th Air Force Bomb Groups like the Glatton 457th Bomb Group near Peterborough, England.

"T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator, 457th BG, 750th
Sgn."

Posted by Leslie Anne Payne Washburn on 6/22/2004, 3:54 pm

My father, Robert T. Payne, served in the 457th. He passed away 5/18/04. Unfortunately, he never talked (at
least to me) about his time in the service. He is missed by all Tuesday, June 22nd 2004 - 10:03:06 AM

Copied from the Guest Book and transferred to the Message Board this date - Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/22/2004, 4:20 pm, in reply to "T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator, 457th BG,
750th Sgn."

Well Leslie, Let's see if we can't find some information about your Father formerly with the 457th Bomb
Group. He was a Life Member of the 457th BG Association to begin with. As you see I've added his rank as a
Technical Sergeant (T/Sgt.) and he was the Radio Operator on the B-17 Flying Fortress crew (C436) piloted by
Robert P. Hey, with the 750 Bomb Squadron. From here on I've got to do some digging about his missions
flown and identify the rest of the crew. | do know that the pilot Robert P. Hey passed away back in 1995. But,
I'll be back, Leslie! Cheers, Alan

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/22/2004, 8:21 pm, in reply to "T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator, 457th BG,
750th Sgn."
The plane your Father flew aboard on Mission 221 to Bremen, Germany was A/C 43-38863 on March 30, 1945.



The target was partly overcast with cloud coverage. Bombs were dropped from 24,500 feet and the results
were observed to be very good, with several direct hits. The assigned targets were submarine and ship
building yards along the Dutch coast.

Bremen maintained its reputation and provided moderate and accurate antiaircraft fire. Twelve planes
sustained damage.

The crew included;

Lt. Robert H. Hey --- Pilot

Lt. William S. Owens - Co-Pilot

Lt. Christopher Zissler - Navigator

Sgt. George C. Gately - Flight Engineer

Sgt. Robert T. Payne - Radio Operator

Sgt. Edward A. Bruder - Chin Turret Gun

Sgt. Andrew V. Clark - Ball Turret Gun

Sgt. Robert W. Packingham - Tail Gunner

Sgt. Edward A. Smith --- Left Waist Gun

Posted by gary packingham on 12/28/2004, 1:51 pm, in reply to "Re: T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator,
457th BG, 750th Sgn."

Please let us know who is asking about this mission. My father was Robert Packingham and we recently came
across this message. Our mother has been in ciontact with another crew member, George Gately and would
like to be able to tell George more about the remianing survivors of this crew and their families. As the
children of Robert, we would appreciate knowing more about this crew and their times together too.

thanks in advance,

Gary Packingham

Posted by kevin Lynch on 10/21/2005, 8:41 am, in reply to "Re: T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator, 457th
BG, 750th Sgn."

Happened to find this site. My father - in - law was Christopher Zissler, the navigator on the flight you
mentioned. Unfortunately he died too young of a sudden heart attack in 1985. He left behind six kids. He kept
a diary documenting his thoughts about some of the flights he was on during his time in the bomber group.

Posted by Wendell Warman on 2/1/2006, 1:48 am, in reply to "Re: T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator,
457th BG, 750th Sgn."

For Mr. Gary Packingham. My name is Wendell Warman and | have recently been trying to contact some of my
old high school friends. In searching for Jane | discovered a memorial notice at the Bexley High School alumni
site that was quite alarming. Your information has come up in doing some research trying to uncover specifics
of this, if in fact true. If you are Jane's husband | am truly sorry for you loss and my intrusion but would like
information about Jane and her life if you so choose. If not, accept my apologies for intruding in your life. Jane
was pretty important to me while in high school and has always had a special place in my heart and thoughts.
Thanks for you consideration,

Wendell Warman

Posted by Dorie Hamilton on 11/11/2006, 8:54 am, in reply to "Re: T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator,
457th BG, 750th Sgn."

Robert Payne was my grandfather. His wife's name was Anne. | realize this reply is coming quite a long time
after you posted, but it has been a while since | checked the posting.

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/12/2006, 12:39 pm, in reply to "Re: T/Sgt. Robert T. Payne, Radio Operator,
457th BG, 750th Sgn."

Hi Folks ... If per chance you wanted to get in touch with the writer of a posted message, odds are they sent
the posting using their Internet Email address. You'll note that if you click on the sender's name, that is
underlined, you'll be informed of that sender's Email address.

"2nd Lt Stewart Barnes, 748th Bomb Sq."

Posted by Ken Morgan on 11/13/2006, 4:21 pm



| am a relative by marriage of Lt Stewart Barnes(B-17 Co-pilot). He arrived in England Jan/44 and was killed on
April 21, 1944. His plane blew up over England. | would like to hear from anyone that may have known of Lt
Barnes and any more detailed information on his aircraft (name), crew members, and any circumstances
surrounding his aircraft loss. Lt Barnes was from Ft. Smith Ark and was trained in Class 43J, at Carlstrom Fld Fla,
Gunter Fld Ala, and BAAF, Blytheville, Ark. This is an awesome web site.

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/13/2006, 8:10 pm, in reply to "2nd Lt Stewart Barnes, 748th Bomb Sq."
Hi Ken ... For openers, go to the Home Page and scroll down the page just below the category buttons to the
Website Search blank, and simply type in Barnes.

Posted by Ken Morgan on 11/13/2006, 11:17 pm, in reply to "Re: 2nd Lt Stewart Barnes, 748th Bomb Sq."
Alan, thanks for helping me out on Stewart. | found all the information on his aircraft accident. Stewart was my
late wife's Uncle. | have lots of memorabillia on his training, letters, and short life in the Air Force. For many
years | have wondered about his fatal accident. Unfortunately, all of his relatives are gone except for his niece,
my sister-in-law. My late wife, would have appreciated this information. | am only sorry that | did not
investigate Stewart's loss many years ago. He gave his life, like thousands of others, that we may be free and
enjoy the good life that he was never able to experience. My "God Bless" all of these families even though
these events happened over sixty years ago.

Ken Morgan USAF 1951-1955

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/13/2006, 8:50 pm, in reply to "2nd Lt Stewart Barnes, 748th Bomb Sq."

Ken ... Immediately above your posting regarding Lt. Stewart Barnes, you'll see Page 1, 2. amd 3.

Click on Page 2 and scroll down the messages until you come to a posting entitled, "Airmen Killed in Action vs
Airmen Killed in Service." Lt Stewart Barnes was Killed in Service (KIS). Lt Barnes is incorrectly identified as KIA.

"Help with project for Lt Rudolph (Mel) Stohl"

Posted by Jay Sterbenz on 11/13/2006, 8:04 pm

Hello All,

| was chatting with Lt. Rudolph (Mel) Stohl recently and he mentioned that he would love to see some pictures
of his old girl, s/n 42-97067 "Black Puff Polly" and of the crew. Are any additional pictures available of Black
Puff Polly? I'm hoping to get some good pictures so | can get them printed out and framed for Mel.

Thanks on behalf of myself and Mel for any and all help,

Jay Sterbenz

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/14/2006, 12:46 pm, in reply to "Help with project for Lt Rudolph (Mel) Stohl"
Hi Jay ... Simply put Jay, you're going to have to do your own research and assemble the photos of A/C 42-
97067 from the website. Go to the Home Page and scroll down the entire page till you see a Search Box. Type
in ... 42-97067

Posted by Jay Sterbenz on 11/14/2006, 4:37 pm, in reply to "Re: Help with project for Lt Rudolph (Mel) Stohl"
Hello,

Thanks... I've taken a look at the pictures on the site and it looks like the main B.P.P picture is actually Calamity
Jane Il. | just thought that maybe someone had some pictures that aren't already on the site.

Thanks again,

Jay

Take a look at the two pictures.

Black Puff Polly http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Fate/RLP030.HTML

Calamity Jane Il

http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Fate/RLP027.HTML

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/15/2006, 1:28 am, in reply to "Re: Help with project for Lt Rudolph (Mel) Stohl"
HiJay ... The 457th Bomb Group flew its First Combat Mission on February 21, 1944. Black Puff Polly (A/C
97067) flew its First Combat Mission on March 13, 1944; and was shot down on its Last Combat Mission on



May 28, 1944. Black Puff Polly was only in the combat arena for a total of three (3) months. Obviously, in that

short period of time, few close-up photos were taken of Black Puff Polly.

I'm certain Hap Reese will correct the Calamity Jane Il aircraft photo error of 42-97060 that ditched on August

5, 1944, of which there are many photos. See:http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Aircraft_in_Flight/bbf064.jpg

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/15/2006, 9:53 pm, in reply to "Re: Help with project for Lt Rudolph (Mel) Stohl"
Just to set the record straight: Black Puff Polly, 42-97067 had a large call sign "Y" on its verticle stabilizer.
Calamity Jane Il, 42-97060 had a large call sign "Z" on its verticle stabilizer.

Delayed Lady, 42-97062 had a large "J" on its verticle stabilizer.

Click on the following to see a photo of Calamity Jane Il:
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Hardstand/bbh033.jpg

"USA Veterans Day/Remembrance Day"

Posted by George & Jane Pobgee on 11/11/2006, 11:41 am

On behalf of the 457th Bomb Group Association and the Friends of the 457th we laid poppy wreaths on both
memorials at Conington.

The attached cards read

"Lest we Forget, In Memory of the Airmen of the 457th Bomb Group Who gave their lives That Freedom Might
Prevail"

The grass was cut yesterday and everything tidied up for the occasion. Both memorials looked stunning in the
morning sun. Thinking of you all

George & Jane

Posted by A;an Morton on 11/17/2006, 7:25 pm, in reply to "USA Veterans Day/Remembrance Day"

Dear George and Jane, Kindly accept the gratitude and appreciation of the 457th Bomb Group Association
members and the American people for your timely remembrance of our USA Veterans Day and Britain's
Rememberance together with the Poppy Wreaths laid on November 11. 2006 by the FOTE.

Many Americans are unaware of what the Poppy symbol means to the British people. I've included the
poem ... "In Flanders Fields" By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918) Canadian Army.

See: http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/flanders.htm

"Air Crew questions"

Posted by Jack Owens on 11/6/2006, 7:08 am

Just looking at the site, a couple of questions come to mind :

1) Was the 457th Bomb Group comprised entirely of crew from the southern USA states

2) What happened to crews who completed the required number of missions ( 25 or 307?)

perhaps these points are addressed somewhere on the site but forgive me if they are and I've just not seen
anything yet.

Appreciate any responses.

Jack

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/6/2006, 12:08 pm, in reply to "Air Crew questions"

HiJack ...

One area I'm certain you may not have familiarized yourself with is the Message Board itself. Just above your
title "Air Crew Questions" posted today you'll see "Page 1, 2, and 3." This identifies to the reader that there are
almost three (3) full pages of questions that are held in abeyance for the reader's perusal. The number 3 page
lists the oldest questions and answers, then page 2, and finally page 1, current questions. You'd be amazed
how many questions posted have already been addressed before.

But, to answer your two questions today ... The Air Crews are assembled from all the USA, but the point of
embarcation overseas to the ETO and 8th Air Force Headquarters were from Hunter Air Force Base, in
Savannah, Georgia.

The No. 2 question, Normally, as an Air Crew completed its required Combat Missions, those crews returned to
the USA and were dispersed throughout the USA to train other Combat Air Crews; or go back into training to
fly B-29s in the Pacific Theatre of Operations (PTO).



Posted by Jack Owens on 11/6/2006, 6:35 pm, in reply to "Re: Air Crew questions"

Thank you Alan for your helpful answers. You're right, | am still coming to terms with the mechanics of the site
and should perhaps spend a little more time perusing earlier postings before shooting questions.

Actually,the reason for my two questions yesterday was that my Dad was from Texas, although he apparently
joined the 457th from an existing posting in England. Unfortunately he died in 1957 when | was quite young so
| cannot verify exactly the circumstances but | am given to understand that he had joined the war effort via
enrolling in the RCAF and then RAF, subsequently transferring to the 8th Air Force.

Equally, | deduce from the mission records on this site that he would have completed his required level of
missions sometime in mid 1944 although it seems he did not return to the US until 1945. He had married my
mother, in July 1944 in London and details | have would suggest he remained in England so I'm keen to follow
up in what capacity he remained. | don't think this site will have the detail to investigate things further in this
regard but your suggestion to review the earlier pages has pulled up the fact that there is an on line process of
following up veterans records so I'll try and do that.

Thanks once again for your response and | shall continue looking up the wealth of interesting material herein.
What a valuable and intriguing resource this is.

Kind regards,

Jack Owens

Posted by Linda on 11/18/2006, 5:58 pm, in reply to "Re: Air Crew questions"

Your father may have done what my father did. While his whole crew returned home after their missions were
completed, Dad stayed in England to fly Bombardiers back and forth to North Africa to practice dropping
bombs. Dad was telling me that the Germans would paint their places to look like American places. He said if
the Germans weren't shootting at him, the Americans were.

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/6/2006, 8:56 pm, in reply to "Air Crew questions"
Get in touch with Shiela Holtzen at ####@alaska.net

and posibly ... Wally P. Fydenchuk ###t#@hotmail.com (Re:Americans In RAF/RCAF) WWII

Posted by Jack Owens on 11/7/2006, 5:33 pm, in reply to "Re: Air Crew questions"

Alan, Thank you for your further assistance and suggestions. I'll certainly follow up those contacts.
Best regards,

Jack

"Stanley P Szydlowski"

Posted by Mat Benjamin on 11/14/2006, 4:00 pm

I am looking for information on Stanley P Szydlowski. He is my grandfather. | am hoping to find some pictures
of him, crews he was on, and aircraft he has flown in. | have searched this site pretty well, and am hoping there
are some pictures out there that have not made it to the site. Any help and information about his tour
overseas would be fantastic.

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/18/2006, 8:52 am, in reply to "Stanley P Szydlowski"

Mat ... You've got to give us more information on your grandfather. Was he an Officer or an Enlisted man?
When was he attached to the 457th Bomb Group in England? How old was he? If he was a member of a Flight
Crew, what function did he perform on the aircraft? Do you know what rank he attained? Do you have any
information as to the Pilot's name that your grandfather flew with?

Posted by Mat Benjamin on 11/19/2006, 1:23 pm, in reply to "Re: Stanley P Szydlowski"

I'm sorry, My grandfather was at Gatton, England from 1943-1945. He was a Staff Seargant and it appears from
the flight manifest that most of his assignments were as a waist gunner. Most of his assignments were on a
crew with pilots Lt. William T Robertson and Lt. Clifford Hendrickson. My grandfather would have been in his
mid 20's while in serivce. He attained the Air Medal with clusters. That is all | can remember without his DD214
in front of me. Hope that helps some.



Posted by Alan Morton on 11/19/2006, 3:30 pm, in reply to "Re: Stanley P Szydlowski"

Mat ... I'd suggest you keep your grandfather's DD214 next to your computer at all times, if you wish locate his
history with the 457th Bomb Group in WWII. First of all, you mention two (2) pilots by name ... Robertson and
Hendrickson.

Lt Clifford Hendrickson and his entire crew were killed on December 23, 1944 over England. For the Mission
Narrative click on: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Fate/RLF097.HTML

Do you have any of your grandfather's 457th BG photos or the names of any crew members he flew with?

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/19/2006, 4:27 pm, in reply to "Re: Stanley P Szydlowski"

Mat ... You threw me off when you mentioned "flight manifest" and his assignments as a waist gunner. In
those days they were called "Loading Lists"

Based on our Loading Lists your grandfather was a crew member of the William T. Robertson flight crew. Here
are the names of the entire crew on September 25, 1944. He was with the 749th Bomb Sqaudron. All of this
information is readily available by going to the Home Page button entitled: Mission Narratives and Loading
Lists. (Note: Co-Pilot Hendrickson must have been promoted to a Flight Crew Pilot shortly before he was killed
on 12/23/44 with his entire crew over England.)

William T. Robertson ... Pilot

Clifford Hendrickson .... Co-pilot

Einer L. Mankin ........... Navigator

Charles W. Carbery ..... Bombardier

Bernard Stutman ........ Flight Engineer/Top Turret Gunner
Clifford B. Digre .......... Radio Operator

John F. Brown ............. Ball Turret Gunner

Julius Kornblatt ........... Left Waist Gunner

Louis A. Dahle ............. Right Waist Gunner

Stanley P. Szydlowski .. Tail Gunner

Posted by Mat on 11/20/2006, 2:40 am, in reply to "Stanley P Szydlowski"

| have searched this site pretty well. | looked at the loading lists. It was there that | got a lot of my information.
What | am searching for are names of planes he was on and especially pictures of him. There are none to my
knowledge around with any of my family members. | was hoping someone out there has some that have not
been posted to this site as of yet.

Posted by James Tobin on 1/12/2016, 12:09 pm, in reply to "Re: Stanley P Szydlowski"
Hi There.

| only just saw this message on the 457th website. | guess you know this already but just in case, Stanley
Szydlowski features in a book by Clifford Digre entitled 'Into Life's School'.

Regards James.

"Looking for information in respect of my father Lt. Jack R,

Owens"

Posted by Jack Owens Jr on 2/5/2006, 11:16 am

| believe my father may have flown with the 751st or 457th bomb group and would be interested if anyone has
any information in this regard.

Thanks and kind regards

Jack Owens JR

Posted by JOE TOTH on 2/5/2006, 9:51 pm, in reply to "Looking for information in respect of my father Lt. Jack
R, Owens"

JACK

YOUR DAD WAS WITH 751ST.

HE FLEW HIS FIRST MISSION AS C/P. ON MAY 19 AFTER THAT HE HAD HIS OWN CREW. HE FLEW 29 MISSIONS
.IN 17 DIFFERENT A/C. HOPE THIS HELPS



JOETOTH

Posted by Jack Owens Jr on 2/6/2006, 6:01 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for information in respect of my father
Lt. Jack R, Owens"

Further to the kind response of Joe Toth, and encouraged by this info | have a number of further questions |
would really like to follow up : is there any other information available on the type of aircraft flown and on the
missions ? Is there a crew list or squadron list available to see if any one else can be contacted or if there are
any surviving members and friends who knew my father? ( my initial enquiries and indeed discovery of this site
were initiated by an Internet posting | fortuitously came across from a Sergeant John D. Ward but | have no
means of knowing when that query was posted on the Internet )

Are there any dates and info pertaining to how he joined the 751st - | understand he may have transferred
either from the RCAF or RAF ?

Any further information would be really appreciated.

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/6/2006, 9:59 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for information in respect of my father
Lt. Jack R, Owens"

Jack,

Check out this 457th URL for a description and details of your dad;s mission. Note the link at the bottom of the
page. Hope this helps.

Willard

Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/test/ma83.html

Posted by Jack Owens Jr on 2/6/2006, 7:22 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for information in respect of my father
Lt. Jack R, Owens"

Willard, Thank you for your expeditious response. The Mission Narrative is very interesting. My Dad died when
| was very young so | only have anecdotal references from other family members to go on with regard to his
service history. The only issue | have with your response is that it refers to his middle initial as B whereas it is R.
| assume this is a typographic error as the crew mentioned in the narrative includes Sergeant John Ward
whose original request for info on my Dad contained the middle initial R.so mistaken identity appears unlikely.
Is there anyway | can access further details as mentioned in my posting of yesterday's date ? The earlier
response from Joe Toth refers to 29 missions completed by him in 17 different aircraft. Can | access the
database where this info was obtained ? Meantime thanks once again for your info to date.

Kind regards Jack Owens Jr

Posted by Jack Owens on 11/21/2006, 8:31 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for information in respect of my father
Lt. Jack R, Owens"

Unfortunately, | have to report that it now seems that the Jack B Owens for which records exist herein is
actually not my father. My father's middle initial is R not B and whilst | initially thought this might just be a
typing error, other information has now come into my possession that confirms this is a different Jack Owens.
What initialy led me to this site was an unconnected internet enquiry from a Sergeant D. Ward looking for a
pilot and fellow crewman, Jack R Owens.

| ultimately found Sergeant Ward to be a crewman with the 751st and the pilot of his 751st Crew was Jack B
Owens. It therefore appeared cut and dried that this Jack Owens was my late father as a lot of other
information relating to the squadron and the dates matched the profile of my Dad.

However, | have now come across some old records which show that my Dad served with the 305th Bomb
Group in England rather than the 751st.

It is quite disappointing to discover that the detailed mission records on this excellent site do not after all
relate to my Dad. More so in that the 305th Group do not seem to have such detailed info available on line.
None the less, the mission details herein offer a fascinating insight into the lives of my father's fellow aviators
during those hazardous times and | have been priviledged to read them. | am sure the relatives of Jack B
Owens will be very proud to read them too some day.

Thank you to all who have spent time assisting me.

Kind regards,

Jack Owens (jr)



Posted by Sheila on 11/30/2006, 2:09 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for information in respect of my father Lt.
Jack R, Owens"

Jack, | for one was glad to do what little bit | could. This may have been the wrong site, but at least by finding it
you now know a little more than you did previously.

"457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"

Posted by Jennifer Foster on 11/24/2006, 10:51 pm
| have been unable to access the above web site for the last week. | am looking for information on my
grandfather, Gordon D. Hobson. He was a tail gunner in the De Layed Lady. Any help is appreciated. Thank you.

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/1/2006, 11:08 pm, in reply to "457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"

Well Jennifer ... | don't know where you've been ... but time is running out on you. You won't tell us much
about your Grandfather. Is he still alive? How old is he? You seem to know from some source that he flew with
the Eighth Air Force and was attached to the 457th Bomb Group and was a Tail Gunner on a B-17 Flying
Fortress bomber.

De Layed Lady, A/C sn 42-97062 had a large letter ")" on its verticle stabilizer. De Layed Lady was shot down by
fighter aircraft on May 27, 1944. Your Grandfather obviously flew on this aircraft before that date.

We've got to work back from May 27, 1944 to try and reconstruct what Bomb Squadron, Flight Crew and Pilot
your Grandfather was attached to in early 1944. The 457th Bomb Group flew its First Combat Mission on
February 21, 1944. Your Grandfather flew his first combat mission on March 6, 1944

as the Tail Gunner assigned to the 749th Bomb Squadron. Here's the Flight Crew and Pilot:

Lt. Marsden W. Mattatall, Pilot

Lt John L. Fowler

Lt Manford Markowitz

Lt Ralph C. Jordan

Sgt Joseph Waszierscz

Sgt Axel R. Olson

Sgt Milton F. Rudd

Sgt Gilbert C. Goode

Sgt Anthony J. Nunes

Sgt Gordon D. Hobson, Tail Gunner

How's that for openers?

All of your Grandfather's Combat missions are on this website for FREE! All you have to do is continue what |
started and look it up yourself!

Posted by Jennifer Foster on 12/5/2006, 10:18 am, in reply to "Re: 457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"

| am so thrilled that someone responded. | am so anxious to get any additional information. My grandfather
passed away June 13, 1995 from cancer. He never discussed the war and it was hard to get any information
out of him. He lived in Anniston, Alabama when he died. He married my grandmother on June 30, 1944. My
grandmother was from Peterborough, Eng. | know that they met at a Red Cross Dance held in January of 1944.
I would like to know what all of the symbols on the planes mean. And also what the abbreviation A/C stands
for on the Loading List page. | noticed that he flew with some different crews. Was this common? | did find him
in a crew picture on this website. But there was a typo on his name. It was listed Gordon D. "Hovson" instead
of "Hobson". But the family recognizes that it is him in the photo. He is on the front row, left side. | visited the
WWII memorial in D.C. when it first opened. | had the pleasure of talking to many WWII vets. | thank all of the
men and women who sacrificed so much. You truly are the greatest generation.

Jennifer Foster

Posted by Jennifer Foster on 12/5/2006, 10:46 am, in reply to "Re: 457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"

Dear Alan,

After re-reading your message, | had more questions. | forgot to put this in my previous response but he was in
the 749th squadron. Something seems off with which plane he was in. | have always been told that his plane
was the Delayed Lady. Is it likely that he flew in several different planes? Your message said that Delayed lady
went down in May of '44. | was told that he flew a total of 35 missions. There are 26 listed on the website.
Fourteen missions were flown from May to July 25th. Is there a way to figure out what plane the crews were



flying in from the Mission Narrative/Loading List page on the website? | appreciate any help. Thanks so much,
Jennifer

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/5/2006, 1:02 pm, in reply to "Re: 457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"

Hi Jennifer ... I've been responding to peoples questions on this web site many years now AND naturally, all the
comments offered and questions answered are basically alike. Main one is "my relative never wanted to talk
about the war." I'd take exception to that. My personal relationship with my grandkids and WW]l is pretty
common ... "Gotta run, haven't got time, too many fun and games with my own life ... to listen to you right
now, granddad." Then, after I'm dead ... it's "He never wanted to talk about the war!"

If you were to peruse ALL of the questions asked and answers given (that are posted on this Message Board)
you'd find that they are all basically alike.

So ... where you've got to start is reading a few of the text books that has been written on the 457th Bomb
Group ... Or, read all of the messages posted on this web site Message Board AND read all of the answers
provided. Otherwise, you've got me, "Re-inventing the wheel" over and over again. Personally, I'd strongly
suggest you purchase the 457th Bomb Group Association President's books the "Fait Accompli trilogy." | don't
make a cent off of the purchase ... he's the one to pay and thank, not me.

According to the weather man it's going to be a long and cold winter in the USA. In those winter months you'll
satisfy every question you have about your grandfather Gordon D. Hobson. Call President James L. Bass,
Carthage, TN, Tel. (615)#### today. You won't regret it!

Posted by Willard Reese on 12/5/2006, 2:26 pm, in reply to "Re: 457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"
Jennefer,

In the early months of the year 1944, up until about August, the regulation number of required flights to
complete a tour was 25. This was changed by Gen Doolittle sometime in August 1944. Your grandfather's last
mission, according to the loading lists,

was July 25th, 1944. My count of his missions on the search program is 24. He did not fly any missions after the
95th Mission on July 25th. We do have some loading lists missing during those first 6 months so in all
likelyhood he flew 25 missions and 24 of them are listed on the website.

Above the list of the crew names is a 3 digit "A/C #" number. These are the last three digits of the aircraft serial
number. If you take this number and enter it in the "Search" box on the "Home Page" it will come up with all
the information and images related to that aircraft, including pictures of crew (if any exist). Keep in mind that
many aircraft had no name and that none of us flew in the same aircraft for ALL of our missions. Planes
suffered damage and needed routine maintenance periodically so we were assigned to other aircraft.

Is your dad in the picture below? (The aircraft behind them is one named "Kraut Krusher".)

Hope this helps,

Willard

Posted by Willard Reese on 12/5/2006, 2:48 pm, in reply to "Re: 457thbombgroup.org Web Site - Help"
I muffed the input for the picture in the previous email. The site is:
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Jordan%20Crew2.html

Sorry.

Willard

Link: http://http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Jordan%20Crew2.html

"42-31595 Flying Jenny"

Posted by Eddie Maddox on 12/14/2006, 8:01 am

Hello,

| am interested in any info concerning acft.31595 and it's crew. My great uncle, Alphus O. Maddox was the tail
gunner on this crew which was lost on mission #8 on Mar. 6, 1944.

Thanks

Posted by craig harris on 12/15/2006, 12:44 pm, in reply to "42-31595 Flying Jenny"



Eddie: You have the ser. no. and name correct. | found some info on the demise of 42-31595 and Lt. Whalen's
crew on which your great uncle was tail gunner, on the very tough mission to Berlin on 06 Mar. 1944. | found
two conflicting accounts:

1.) Apparently, damaged (or worse) by an attack by an Me109, 42-31595 collided with an Me410, MACR 3197.
Or,

2.) it collided with 42-31627, Lt. Graves, MACR 3198.

All aboard were KIA in both accounts. The a/c crashed near Brachwitz, Germany. This is information you
probably already have, but it is the best | can come up with. Perhaps some of the other guys can find more.
Best of luck -- Craig Harris

Posted by craig harris on 12/15/2006, 1:00 pm, in reply to "42-31595 Flying Jenny"

Eddie: You have ser. no. and name correct. Good start. | found two conflicting accounts of the demise of 42-
31595, "Flying Jenny" and the crew of Lr Whalen, on which your great uncle was tail gunner, on the very tough
06 Mar. 1944 mission to Berlin.

1.) Damaged in an attack by an Me109, 42-31595 collided with an Me-410, MACR 3197, OR

2.) 42-31595 collided with 42-31627, Lt. Graves, MACR 3198.

All aboard 42-31595 were KIA in both accounts. | realize this is information that you probably already have, but
it is the best | can do. Perhaps some of the other guys can weigh in on this. In any even, good luck with your
search, and Merry Christmas!!

"Lt. EDWARD STEVENS beach landing"

Posted by Linda on 5/9/2006, 12:20 pm

Hi all,

My Dad, EDWARD R. STEVENS, 457th BG, 750th Squadron, had his plane badly damaged on one of his
missions. He lost 3 engines and was unable to get above the cliffs at Dover, so rather than ditch the plane, he
chose to land on the beach at or near the cliffs. The landing was successful. Dad and his crew were later picked
up off the beach. I'm trying to locate anyone who might be aware of this event. As it was not an accident, |
have been unable to locate an accident report. The time period would be 4/1944-8/1/1944. Any information
or suggestions appreciated.

Posted by craig harris on 5/9/2006, 1:21 pm, in reply to "Lt. EDWARD STEVENS beach landing"

The following is from a list of accidents that was still in my in-box from six years ago, from ####@aol.com:
440708 STEVENS,EDWARD R B-17G 42-97889 AAF STA 130 457. | have no idea as to whether that URL is still
good, but the entry indicates that an accident report exists. cheers! craig harris

Posted by Bob Benos on 5/9/2006, 2:27 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. EDWARD STEVENS beach landing"

Linda / Craig - | think the current site is listed as follows: http://www.accident-report.com/

If this is the site, go to USAAF accidents and check the alphabetical listing of names. | ordered and promptly
received an accident report for the Lt. Salo crew (My dad's crew) who was returning from a mission and
diverted to a British Airfield due to weather. They were flying "Thats My Baby" a well known plane assigned to
the 750th squadron. Surprisingly, there was 7 pages of information. Good Luck

Posted by Linda Stevens on 12/14/2006, 10:27 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. EDWARD STEVENS beach landing"
The landing on the beach was not an accident, so there is no accident report. | did locate a member of his crew
and found out the landing was on June 25.

Posted by Sheila on 12/16/2006, 11:11 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. EDWARD STEVENS beach landing"

Linda, | believe that you will find that when ever a plane lands in conditions or places that are not normal, you
will find that there is an accident report filed. Whether the plane was damaged or not, a beach landing is not
normal for a B17. There were actually 3 accident reports filed in 1944 with Stevens as the last name. An
Edward R Stevens. An Edward E Stevens, and an Edward Stevens. Do go to the site that is mentioned in the
other message and look up how to get the report that pertains to your Dad.

Death of Donald K. Goss - Pilot

Posted by Kenneth Clayton on 12/20/2006, 1:40 pm



Mr. Goss passed away 12/20/2006. He flew "Lady Katherine" on its last mission.
Entry made by his nephew, Kenneth Clayton - Jefferson, MD.

“DEAD ENGINE KIDS”

Posted by Jennifer Foster on 12/5/2006, 5:32 pm

Dear Mr. Reese,

I am having a little trouble with my computer and | don't know if my last response was posted. | wanted you to
know that the picture you sent is my grandfather.Again, he is the gentleman on the front row, all the way on
the left side. We are certain of it. | am so glad you could identify the plane because | couldn't make it out. |
mentioned that there was a typo with his name on the crew picture. It was listed as Hovson instead of Hobson.
The "v" and "b" are right next to each other on the keyboard. When | put Hovson in the search box it pulled up
one more mission. That makes a total of 25. Thanks for telling me what the A/C # means. | will do a search of
the planes. | also know that my grandfather finished up his tour in Peterborough and was then sent to an
undisclosed location. Then, around October 8, 1944 he returned to the States on the Queen Mary. We have no
idea where he was for those few months. This website is such a blessing. | will definitely see about purchasing
the book that Mr. Morton recommended. Thank you again for my help.

Jennifer

Posted by Mel Brown on 12/23/2006, 12:45 pm, in reply to "(no subject)"

Dear Miss Foster:

After eading the exchange of notes between you and others here, | want to recommend a fine book that will
give you a solid idea of what your grand dad went thru during his time with the 457th BG. It is titled DEAD
ENGINE KIDS and is basically the diary of a 457th ball turret gunner named John Briol. Regulations pohibited
the men from keepng journals but fortunately some did anyhow as they are unique in showing later
generations the day to day life for an 8th AF B-17 crew. Here's the URL;http://www.cloudnet.com/~jfb/ Good
luck annd all the best from Texas. Mel B

Link: http://www.cloudnet.com/~jfb/

Posted by Claude Sullivan on 12/23/2006, 3:29 pm, in reply to "(no subject)"

Jennifer, After finishing missions, all personel were sent to a "RePo/DePo," a staging site, for processing for
return to the US. The length of time spent there was determined by the number of people waiting return to
the US and the available of trans-portation.

| flew my last mission 30 August 1944 and was at the "RePo/DePo" about two or three weeks in September
returning to the US on the Queen Mary about the first week in October.

Therefore, it is quite possible that your Granfather and | were on the ship at the same time.

"Information on my uncle Kenneth L. Andersen"”

Posted by Michael Andersen on 12/27/2006, 8:21 pm

My uncle Kenneth (Kenny) Andersen flew B-17G aircraft out of Glatton Afld during the war. | was wondering if
anyone on this message board flew with or knew of him. | am hoping to piece together his service in teh Army
Air Corps during WW-II. Thanks in advance.

Mike Andersen

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/27/2006, 9:33 pm, in reply to "Information on my uncle Kenneth L. Andersen"
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Andersen_Crew_Kenneth_L.html

The above URL will identify your Uncle Ken. It also lists probably the only airmen that your Uncle knew in
detail. These are the airmen that made up your Uncle's B-17G Flight Crew attached to the 457th Bomb Group.
You've got to accept the fact Mike that most of these airmen were in their early to mid 20's at best in the
above photo. Accordingly, all of these young airmen ARE NOW (if still alive) in their early or mid 80's and dying
fast.

You're going to have to roll up your sleeves and learn to use this most absolute, comprehensive web site in the
world; together with your Family's records on your Uncle and build your own historical file. Good Luck,

Alan Morton



"Museum and website honors 457th co-pilot KIA."

Posted by carolyn deloach on 12/27/2006, 7:20 pm

While searching for information on Lt. John B. Folsom, Jr. from the 457th who was killed August 6, 1944, |
found a website that honors Folsom's memory and has on display his footlocker that was returned to his
parents.

Folsom was my father's best friend. They trained together in the States and were bunkmates at Glatton. My
father (Lt. Benjamin Hoyt DeLoach)was on R&R at a Red Cross 'Flak Shak' when Johnny was KIA. My Dad said
he returned to base to find Johnny's bunk occupied by a replacement and his footlocker sent back to the
states. That footlocker is now on display at Johnny's hometown museum in Sumter, SC.

Just thought you guys at the 457th Association would like to know about it. The website
ishttp://sumtercountymuseum.org/exhibits/ww2/gold.html

As a descendant of a 457th bomber pilot, | can't tell you how much your website has helped me research my
father's war record. Thank you so much for all your hard work.

Carolyn Deloach

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/28/2006, 9:00 am, in reply to "Museum and website honors 457th co-pilot KIA."
Thank you for the information about Lt. John B. Folsom, Jr. from the 457th who was killed August 6, 1944,
Carolyn. It's nice to see that John's footlocker is on display as a reminder of his service and loss.

On the flip side to your story, the co-pilot on the flight crew | flew in combat with passed away about eight
years ago almost to the date of his wife's death. A "military memorabilia collector" attended an auction
wherein he noticed the auctioneer was about to sell off individually this entire Officer's uniform, combat
medals, wings and flight records to the highest bidder for the next of kin. Fortunately, the collector recognized
the lot and bought it. The uniform is now thankfully, mounted on a mannequin together with the co-pilot's
name, combat record, medals and wings in the collector's basement showroom. It's a bizarre world we live in.

"The passing of Roland O. Byers"

Posted by bob pierson on 12/29/2006, 6:27 pm

From the 12/11/2006 edition of the Moscow-Pullman

Daily News (dnews.com)

Roland Orion Byers,age 87,0f Moscow passed away Dec. 9,2006, at his home in Moscow. He was born on
Sept. 9,1919, at Boston,Ohio, the son of J.Robert and Hazel Byers. He attended school in Somerton and
Centerville, Ohio, and graduated from Centerville-Smith Township High School in 1937.

After attending three years at Ohio University he enlisted in the Army Air Forces in 1941, serving as an enlisted
man for one year, in the 50th Bomb Squadron. He then passed the exan for Flying Cadets and subsequently
was commisioned as a Second Lieutenant and was awarded his wings as a navigator in class 43, March 4,1943.
He was assigned as an instructor at the AAFNS (Army Air Force Navigation School) at San Marcos,Texas.

He instructed for on class for six months after which he volunteered for combat duty. He was assigned to the
750th Squadron of the 457th Bombardment Group with the duty in the 8th Air Force in England flying mission
over Germany and occupied Europe during 1944 and 1945. He flew two tours of combat in B-17s, flying the
usual 25 missions for the first tour and then volunteered for a second tour during which he served as a
Squadron Navigator flying missions as a Lead Navigator. He was decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross
and Cluster and the Air Medal and five Clusters. He was separated from the Army Air Force in 1945, as a
reserve officer. In 1945 he returned to Ohio University to complete his B.S. degree in 1946 and enrolled in
graduate school in which he completed his M.S. degree in 1949.

In the fall of 1946 he accepted a position as assistant professor of aeronautical engineering at Wichita
Municipal University at Wichita, Kansas, where he taught classes in engineering until April 1951, when he was
recalled into the Air Force and served for two and a half years during the Korean War as Engineering Officer in
charge of engineering changes on the B-47 as manufactured by Boeing, Douglas and Lockeed. He

was separated from the Air Force active duty in 1953. He retired from the Air Force as Lt. Colonel in 1969 with
26 years of active and reserve duty.

In 1954 he accepted a position as assistant professor of civil engineering at the University of Idaho in Moscow.
In 1957 he was appointed chairman of the General Engineering, a position he held until he retired in 1981 as
professor and chairman emeritus of General Engineering. During his tenure of General Engineering he served
on many committees in both the college and the University of Idaho. In 1965 he was appointed as University of



Idaho Faculty Representive to the Big Sky Conference and then (AA) National Collegiate Athletic Association, a
position he held for 16 years. He was selected by the student body for the Outstanding Faculty Award on two
occasions during his teaching career. Roland also served as ski coach of the ski team of the University of Idaho.
During the period of 1955 to 1957 the ski team won the National Collegiate Athletic Association(NCAA) 1st
place award for the Alpine-jumping and cross country National Champion Award.

After retiring from teaching in 1981 he authored several books including historical novels,"To the

Sundown Side", about the mountain men trapping beaver in the Shining Mountains. Also the "Linchpin", a
story about travel across the Oregon Trail in 1843. He also wrote two factual books, "Flak Dodger" and "Black
Puff Polly", a record of the crews who flew in the Air Force in World War Il over Germany.

Roland is survived by his devoted wife, Elaine Hohenberger Byers of 62 years; one daughter,

Sheila Byers of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho; one granddaughter, Mariah Struthers of Carey, Idaho;

one great-granddaughter, Molly Belle Poderick; and three brothers,Kenneth Byers of Kent,Ohio,William
Byers of Kent and Donald Byers of Banesville,Ohio. Roland is preceded in death by a daughter, Sharon

Kay Byers, a sister, Virginia Byers Criss and a brother, Robert E. Byers. The family requests that memorials be
made to the Roland Byers Endowment Scholarship Fund at the University of Idaho.

"L'Envoi"

When earth's last picture is painted, and the tubes are twisted and dried, When the oldest colors have faded,
and the youngest critic has died, We shall rest, and, faith, we shall need it-lie down for an aeon or two,

Till the Master of All Good Workmen shal set us to work anew!

And those that were good will be happy: they shall sit in a golden chair;

They shall splash at a ten-league canvas with brushes of commets' hair;

They shall find real saints to draw from - Magdalene, Peter and Paul;

They shall work an age at a sitting and never be tired at all!

And only the Master shall praise us, and only the

Master shall blame;

And no one shall work for money, and no one shall work for fame;

But each for the joy of the working, and each, in his separate star,

Shall draw the Thing as he sees It for the God of Things as They Are!

-By Rudyard Kipling

Posted by Claude on 12/30/2006, 5:49 pm, in reply to "The passing of Roland O. Byers"
Sorry to hear the news.
Roland was indeed a gret men whose accomlishments were leigon.

“Photo of Hurricane.”

Posted by G.W.GIFFORD. on 1/2/2007, 9:41 am

The listed photo of an aircraft related to be a Hurricane is not, the aircraft is an Fairy Albacore of the fleet air
arm.

the wing of the aircraft is mounted mid fuselage and the Hurricane was set at the bottom of the fuselage, this
aircraft was a torpedo bomber and considered one of the ugly aircraft of WWIL.

“Ground echelon veterans”

Posted by Malcolm Holland on 1/6/2007, 5:41 pm

Hello,

| was wondering if it would be possible to use the facility of your group’s newsletter or website to post a
request.

I’'m looking to make contact with any ground-based veterans who were stationed in the UK during WW2 with
the 8th Air Force, from any of the Bomb Groups based here. This would include anybody who was involved
with the running of any of the camps in any way, from Ground Crew, to Cooks, and from Fire Fighters to Admin
Staff.

I’'m trying to do some further research, on the ground operations, to fill a gap that so far appears to have been
largely overlooked, that of the sterling efforts required ‘behind the scenes’ to keep the bomber offensive
going.

I’'m looking for any first hand accounts of life on or off duty, from surviving veterans, or memories from more
recent generations. | would like to here about any tasks that were carried out, no-matter how mundane, to get



a clearer picture of how things were organized and done, especially as there were variations of operational
procedure from base to base.

| appreciate that I'm interested in events from over 60 years ago, but there may still be people with memories
of this period of our history.

| apologise for this rather generalised email, but I'm trying to contact as many Bomb Group websites as
possible. Given the vast subject matter, I’'m sure you will appreciate it’s a fairly daunting task. Much as | would
like to write each a personal mail, time constraints at present won’t allow it. Once again, my apologies.

Any help given will be greatly appreciated.

Malcolm Holland

Swindon

England

H####@aol.com

"My father, Stuart B. James"

Posted by Pete B. James on 12/17/2006, 8:54 pm

Hello! Greetings from Casper Wy.

I am hoping someone can help me find information about my father:Stuart B. James. He was in the 8th
A.F.,457th bomb group,751st bomb squadron. He flew #42-97131 nose art of "HOME JAMES" | have all that
info, but nothing personal. Please help!

Yours truly:

Pete

Posted by Joe Toth on 12/29/2006, 12:15 pm, in reply to "My father, Stuart B. James"

Good Morning Pete,

| am sorry it took me so long to get back to you regarding information concerning your father.

| know he was with the 751st squadron as | was. | have researched his missions. So far, | have found 31 combat
missions in 18 different aircraft that he flew in.

| flew 4 missions on the same day that your father did.

I have copies of the original loading list which go into more detail that what you will find on this website.

| live in Pueblo, Colorado, not too far from Casper, Wyoming. | do get up to Denver once in a while and if you
would like to get together, | can meet with you and provide this information to you.

Also, if you would e-mail your phone number to me, | would be most happy to return a call to you and we can
talk about your father's missions.

Joe Toth

(719) it

HHHH@msn.com

Posted by JOE TOTH on 1/7/2007, 10:33 am, in reply to "My father, Stuart B. James"
PETE

TRY WWW.NARA.GOV PHONE 1-866-272-6272

JOE

"New pictures of the 748th Squadron"

Posted by Travis Johnson on 1/10/2007, 4:11 pm
Hi - My Great Uncle Jack W. Utter was in the 748th. | recently met with and got several pictures from him. |
have searched your site and there are no photos of him. | would like to send them to someone.

Posted by Sandy on 12/3/2014, 3:41 am, in reply to "New pictures of the 748th Squadron"
Travis, my great uncle was also in the 748th but KIA in April 21, 1944. Would your pics include that time
period?

The Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress, 457th Bomb Group

Posted by Alan Morton on 1/10/2007, 4:55 pm
Joe ...



The following URL was prepared by Hap Reese for your enjoyment and is posted on the 457th Bomb Group
Association, Inc. web site: http://457thbombgroup.org/walkthru/walk.html
Cheers, Alan Morton

" . . "
B-17s still flying
Posted by joe shaffer on 1/10/2007, 7:58 am
| was told that there is a B-17 flown by the 457th still flying in the U.S. ? True?

Posted by Alan Morton on 1/10/2007, 4:14 pm, in reply to "B-17s still flying"
Hiloe ...
See and read the following: http://www.arizonawingcaf.org/b-17_ovw.asp?menulD=17~17~18~18

Posted by Bill Anthony on 1/10/2007, 8:19 pm, in reply to "B-17s still flying"

Joe

If you are looking for a B-17 that is still flying check this link. http://www.b17.org/

This plane tours the country and you can book a flight. | flew on it last fall. My Dad was a crew member and in
the 457th. Very historic and enjoyable.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/16/2007, 1:55 pm, in reply to "B-17s still flying"
The 457th Bomb Group flys no B-17's but there are more than one B-17 that fly with the Triangle U 457th
markings including the Sentimental Journey.

Posted by Joe Shaffer on 1/16/2007, 5:02 pm, in reply to "Re: B-17s still flying"

Thanks to those who solved the mystery of the B-17s from the 457th which are still flying. As it turned out
there are some restored 17s which use the Triangle U tail markings including Sentimental Journey. Thanks
again.

"Final Salute SSGT Leonard S. Henson"

Posted by W Henson on 9/24/2006, 9:15 pm

Former SSGT Leonard S. Henson passed away 24 Sept 06. Leonard was a waist gunner with Lt.Roy Allen's crew
assigned to the 749th sqdn, 457th bomb group. They were shot down in June 1944 over France and their
experiences have been depicted in a book titled "In The Shadows of War" by Thomas Childers and the subject
of a documentary film by the History channel. Funeral services are pending at the York Funeral Home in Wayne
City lllinois. He was 83 years of age.

Posted by craig harris on 9/25/2006, 12:47 pm, in reply to "Final Salute"

Very sorry to read of your loss. Our gratitude to you for letting us know. | have notified the 8thAFHS
Membership Records Office, and the 8thAFHS NEWS, so that Leonard Henson's name can be memorialized in
TAPS in the Dec. 2006 8th AF NEWS.

craig harris

Posted by w.c.goldsborough on 9/25/2006, 4:31 pm, in reply to "Final Salute"

to the henson family | extend my deepest sympathy on the death of my brother crew mwmber Lennie and
may the supreme architect of the universe watch over him and his family and give them peace.

bill. goldsborough

Posted by Joseph C. Brusse on 9/25/2006, 6:52 pm, in reply to "Final Salute"
| extend my condolences to the family of Leonard Henson as they grieve his loss. | regret that | have not
maintained a closer relationship with Leonard and his family during his long illness.

Posted by Kim Lewis on 1/18/2007, 11:03 am, in reply to "Final Salute"
My most sincere sympathy to you and your family. My family's prayers go out to you and my deepest respect
and gratitude are held for Mr. Henson and all the men who flew w/my father Verne Lewis.



“What does it mean "flying spare" and "cut over target"

mean?”

Posted by carolyn deloach on 1/20/2007, 5:22 pm

My father's personal mission card does not list him flying on July 19, 1944, yet he is on the load list for that day
and the formation diagram shows him in formation but has the notation to omit Spare A532 (his a/c) over
target. His individual flight record does show him flying a total of 3:45 hours that day but does not give him
combat credit. So, what does 'flying spare' and 'cut over target' mean?

“Veterans return to Glatton”

Posted by Peter T.Wood. on 2/14/2004, 9:37 am

If you guys are coming over to Glatton this year we would like to Com down and meet you all. We are all Army
Air Force enthusiasts and a re enactment group as well so we can uniform up if you would like us to. Just let us
have dates and times and we will greet you with the respect you deserve

Posted by craig harris on 2/14/2004, 11:57 am, in reply to "Re veterans return to Glatton."

Peter: WE ARE COMING! We will begin to gather at the Bull Hotel in Peterborough on Saturday, May 29, 2004,
with our reunion officially beginning on Sun., May 30. That day we will visit the old "Glatton" airfield at
Conington, and dedicate the Glatton Memaorial Monument that afternoon. On Monday we will attend the
Memorial Day Ceremonies at Cambridge American Military Cemetery at Madingley. After that we will visit
Duxford. Tues. May 31 is "Peterborough Day". We have the morning to just knock around and in the early
afternoon it has been our custom to visit the Mayor for a reception in the City Hall. Finally, there will be a
banquet that night at the Bull Hotel. Most will depart Wed. AM, June 1.

If you come, and -- believe me -- you would be most welcome, you should contact Will Fluman Boiling Springs,
PA, tel. 717-####, e-mail ####@aol.com. You might also check with one of our British historians, Ray Pobgee,
former Mayor of Peter-borough, ####@aol.com. Please e-mail me if | have left anything out. Cheers! Craig
Harris

Posted by gtownsend on 1/22/2007, 5:15 pm, in reply to "Re: Re veterans return to Glatton."
dear will.as you will see i have a new email

address.now ####@btinternet.com

hope all is well happy new year gordon and ros

Posted by Alan Morton on 2/14/2004, 12:19 pm, in reply to "Re veterans return to Glatton."

Peter,

| have an Eighth Air Force buddy that lives nearby and was stationed at Polebrook and flew with the 351st
Bomb Group in WWII. He was telling me about a group of people that attended his 351st BG Reunion last year
by surprise and absolutely blew the American veterans away with their kindness. Are you by chance with this
same group?

Posted by Janet Wood on 2/19/2004, 1:48 pm, in reply to "Re: Re veterans return to Glatton."
Dear Alan

Thanks for your email, but no - it wasn't our mob - but we should have liked to have blown them away. Keep in
contact if you're an 8th Air Force nutter - we are!

Regards, Pete
Posted by Peter Wood on 3/26/2004, 3:18 pm, in reply to "Re: Re veterans return to Glatton."

We have been told no uniforms at the 457th Bomb Groups reunion at Glatton in May. Can you confirm yes or
no and any reason?

"Flight trip"

Posted by Richard Fenimore on 1/17/2007, 3:44 pm



| am looking for that one of a kind Christmas present for my brother. Are there any flying B117's that offer
rides,etc? He would dearly love to fly in one. He has flown in a number of what he calls stove pipes. Surely
there are some that make trips to strtips around th3 USA.

THANK YOU

R.W.Fenimore

####H@aol.com

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/23/2007, 1:40 pm, in reply to "Flight trip"

At least 3 still fly and give rides in the U.S.

Sentimental Journey

Aluminum Overcast

Nine-0-Nine

Look for them on their respective web-sites for more information about tours.

"Father's Medals"

Posted by Linda Stevens on 1/14/2006, 11:09 pm

Hello, my father and | remember clearly that he was awarded the Distiguished Service Cross. | have used all
resources available, including my Congressman Lacy Clay, who was very helpful. From every resource |
received the statement that all my father's records were destroyed in the fire at the Personel Center. Can any
help me with verifying this award?

Posted by Linda STevens on 1/17/2006, 4:08 pm, in reply to "Father's Medals"

I am looking for someone who can verify that my father 1st. Lt. EDWARD R. STEVENS, was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross. Dad served in the 750th Squadron. He served in Glatton England 1943-1944. He
was a B-17 pilot and flew at least 2 planes, "Fish and Chips" and "Good Pickin". He has stated that he was
awarded the DSC and | remember seeing the award as a young adult. Unfortunately, all my Dad's service
records were destroyed. | have involved my Congressman Lacy Clay, who also has had no luck finding records.
Can any one verify or tell me where | might find copy of his records?

Posted by Willard Reese on 1/17/2006, 8:16 pm, in reply to "Edward Stevens medals"

Linda,

Several questions you have raised are presenting a problem. First the 457th did not arrive in Glatton until 1944
(so0 1943-1944 cannot be correct). Also, we now have a roster( that we think is complete) of all flyers who flew
with the 457th. We do not list an Edward R. Stevens. That does not mean that he was not at Glatton, only that
we do not have him listed. Can you tell us the names of some other members of his crew? That will help us
locate him.

Also, is it possible that your father received the Distinguished Flying Cross and not the Distinguished Service
Cross?

Most everyone | know from our Group who has sought his records, has been able to obtain them.

| got mine by starting with the following website and succeded in getting all records including a list of my
earned medals. | obtained replacement medals from the Air Force at no cost.
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/standard-form-180.html

| hope this helps,

Willard

Link: http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/standard-form-180.

Posted by Linda Stevens on 1/17/2006, 10:07 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

| tried to write the query from memory and yes you are correct, my dad didn't arrive in Glatton until 4/1944.
Between 4/1944 and 8/28/1944 he flew at least 32 missions and from what info | have, | believe he flew 34.
And yes he was a recipient of the DFC. But according to him and my own memories he was also awarded the
DSC. Sorry, you need to redo your records, they are not complete. My Dad most certainly served in the 8th Air
Force, 94th Wing, 457th Bomb Group (H), 750th Squadron. His station number was 130. | know the names of
at least 3 B-17's my father flew, " FISH N CHIPS", #42-97889. See the following
site.http://www.457thbombgroup.org/PLANES.HTML#Accidents,
also:http://www.457thbombgroup.org/BB/BBC41.HTML.



Also:http://www.457thbombgroup.org/PLANES.HTML Please check for the reference to my Dad in the
accidents section. Please note the "Fish n Chips" was shot down 10/10/1944 while being piloted by Lt.Angier.
The "Good Pickins". See http://www.457thbombgroup.org/BB/BBC10.HTML You will note that this plane failed
to return with Lt. Kerr as the pilot. Please note the reference to my father on a mission on 6/25/1944 to
Montebartier.http://457thbombgroup.org/Narratives/MA77 . HTML. The 3rd plane was "the Ole 98". | have no
pictoral reference for this plane. | have sent in and hand delivered the form 180. | live 3 blocks from the
Personnel Center. My Congressman Lacy Clay also contacted the Personnel Center. My father's records were
destroyed in the fire at the Personnel Center. | do have a record of my Dad's missions, including Group Mission
Number, Target Area and Duration. My Dad is going to send me copies of personal records he has. If | receive
anything of interest I'll let you know.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/18/2006, 12:56 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

You could look through the loading lists for more information about when your dad flew. You must live in the
St. Louis Area. Where? | recognize your representative's name. My father served in the 457th from this area
and | thought he was the only person that did until recently. There was a article in the paper a year or so ago
about a guy named Woodard, | believe, that also was from St. Louis that served in the 457th. That makes a
least 3 that are still with us from St. Louis.

Posted by Linda Stevens on 1/18/2006, 2:18 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

HilJerry,

If the loading lists you are referring to are on the 457th site, i've checked them all. He is mentioned in several
places. | have a list of all my Dad's mission date, duration and location. Dad's going to send me some other
personal records that he has. My Dad is 90 y/o and sharp as a tack. He has verified that he received the DSC, in
addition to the DFC, Air medal with 5 oak leaf clusters, 2 Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation and several
more he can't remember. My father is a very humble man when it comes to his heroism during WW II. He has
spoken very little about his military experience, until recently. | was aware of his many awards, as they were
kept at my granmother's house until she died. My Dad was unmarried during the War so everything went to
my Grandmother. | used to open the boxes and read the citations everytime | wnet to my Grandmother's. | can
remember all the awards except for one. This medal had an Eagle on it, but | just can't remember the name.
BUT, | definately remember the DFC. The problem is, | have no paper trail and the people on the DSC site want
paper before they will list him. | received a note last night from a Willard Reese. He informed me that my Dad
never served with the 457th. | sent him several web sites as proof and told him he needs to update his records.
On his flight record, my Dad had this, it is quite clearly printed 8th Air Force, 94th Air Wing, 457th Bomb
Group, 750th Squadron. Upset me a little. Anyway, hopefully | straightened things out last night. My Dad
moved to Florida last year, but I'll mention your Dad's name. You never know, Dad might have known him.
Thanks, Linda

Posted by Willard Reese on 1/18/2006, 6:03 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

Linda,

| sincerely appologize if my remarks about your father's name not appearing on our roster upset you.

That surely was not intended. If you reread what | wrote in my message you will see that | only wished to
correct an oversight.

My message said

"We do not list an Edward R. Stevens. That does not mean that he was not at Glatton, only that we do not
have him listed. Can you tell us the names of some other members of his crew? That will help us locate him."

| hope that after you talk to your dad you will be able to get a list of some of the members of his crew. That will
help us to correct an oversight in our roster. There were some 6,000 men who served with the 457th and there
are bound to be some names missing, especially during the early months of the groups existance when records
were kept rather loosely.

Again, | apologize for the misunderstanding.

Willard

Posted by Linda Stevens on 1/18/2006, 11:23 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

Willard,

| talked to my Dad tonight. He is blank on crew members names. My Dad is a member of the 457th Org. He
said for you to talk to Nancy Henrich (457th Org. Sec.). This the person my Dad has cooresponded with. | guess



the reason I'm upset is that I've given you several references to my Dad's service in the 457th. | want the
recognition he is due. The following is a reference to my Dad's plane the Fish n Chips.42-97889. Surely you can
check to see if that serial number was in the 457th.

[damaged in landing accident 09-Jul-44, later fate unknown] - Ref. 6 has photo confirm on name and s/n, not
on MIR Aug 44 "Fish n' Chips" 748,750 J . The serial number is 42-97889.

I'm going to email you a copy of my Dad's Mission Log and someother information.

Posted by Claude on 1/23/2007, 8:31 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

| was the navigator on Stevens,crew having joined the crew when we were formed at Dalart Texas in early
January 1944.

On February 17, 1944 we rode the train from Dalhart to Kearney Nebraska for OTU. Left Kearney on March 1st.
on our way to England in our brand new B-17. Arrived Galton late March 1944.

Incidentally, on page 41 of 457th Crwew Pictures, there is a picture of our crew and "Good Pickin." | am second
from left, front row in the picture. And more thng...the caption says picture probably taken at Wendover...not
true. We were never at Wendover as a crew. Picurwe was taken at Glatton.

Posted by Linda on 1/25/2007, 12:12 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

Hi Sully,

Glad to hear you're still around. Dad been having trouble with his vision. He had 3 or 4 operations and finally
seems to be able to see a little. He's been pretty depressed. Not good for a 90 year old. You take care.

Linda

Posted by Linda Stevens on 1/19/2006, 12:27 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"
Hi Williard,

Here is a reference from the 457th.Org site: MISSION NO. 77

MONTEBARTIER, FRANCE

25 JUNE, 1944

The target was a buried oil dump in southern France, situated in the village of Montebartier on the banks of
the Midi Canal, the connecting waterway between the Bay of Biscay and the Mediterranean Sea. The 457th
furnished all 36 craft for the 94th C Combat Wing. Major Leroy Watson was Air Commander with Lt. Dozier as
pilot of the lead C box. Lt. Joseph Reilly was Commander of the low C box, with Lt. Harris S. Mathis as pilot. Lt.
Max D. Peterson was Commander of the high C box with Captain Donald E. Lady as pilot.

Again the route to the target took the Group over the invasion coast. The weather was CAVU over the target
and bombing results were good. Bombing was from 15,000 feet. Flak was moderate to heavy and accurate,
with four craft suffering damage.

Lt. Scott B. Ormsby's plane was hit by a flak burst starting a fire in one engine. Four of his crew bailed out.
However, he dropped his bombs in the Channel and returned to the Base. Lieutenants Edward R. Stevens,
Sherrill R. Williams and Charles C. Canfield, all flying in the lead box, were hit in their engines and gas tanks and
aborted the mission. Capt. Richard E. Hoelzer, flying in the low box, was hit and knocked out of the box, but
returned to the Base.

(Compiler Note: For Li. Vincent A. Lemon account of bailing out over France, see Chapter 19.)

Please note the reference to EDWARD R. STEVENS and SHERRILL WILLIAMS.

Linda Stevens

Posted by Normand R Menard on 3/22/2006, 8:57 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"
Linda, does your Dad have his original Discharge form? On the back,line 33 are listed Decorations and Citations
that he may have received. Good Luck with your search.

Posted by Linda on 3/27/2006, 10:35 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

Normand, thanks for responding. No Dad does not have his original discharge papers. He does have a W
something that was given as a replacement to the original. There isn't even a place on this form for citation
and awards. All of Dad's records were destroyed in the fire at the Personnel Center. I'm basically depending on
my own memory and that of my Dad's.

Thanks so much for contacting me, | really appreciate any help.

Linda Stevens



Posted by Claude on 1/24/2007, 12:56 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"
| flew the mission on 25 June as lead navigator High B Box with Major Persch as Commander and Lt. Bill Dohtry
as Pilot

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/19/2006, 10:18 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

The medal you mentioned with the Eagle on it may have been the Air Medal. It is/was an eagle with lightning
bolts in its talons in a dive with many points on it. It hung from a blue and gold ribbon. | did get to look at my
dad's medals occasionally and that one was my favorite. My dad, like many others, was not awarded all of the
medals he was due during the war or for may years after. My nephew helped him apply for them about 10
years ago and he got a whole shoe box full of them

Posted by Linda Stevens on 1/19/2006, 11:39 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

Jerry,

Yes my Dad was awarded the Air Medal with with 5 Oak leaf clusters. He was also awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross, The Presidential Unit Citation and several Battle Stars. These awards survived the death of my
Grandmother, age, time and many moves. All my dad's medals were kept in a trunk that my Dad sent her from
China. Dad wasn't married at the time so his awards were sent to his mother. My Grandmother had a trunk
chuck full of medal boxes. Everytime we visited my Grandmother, | spent most of the day looking at the
medals and reading the citations. So | fell pretty confident about most of the medals my Dad was awarded. The
DSC is a very imposing looking medal and | clearly remember playing with the medal. Plus my Dad has said
that, yes indeed he was awarded the DSC. But the man who has the site that lists DSC recipients, will not list
Dad without a paper trail. And there simply is no paper trail. Congressman Clay managed to get the Personnel
Center to award Dad 3 or 4 awards that they determined Dad was do just because his time in the AAF, WWII
and other factors. | have an early picture of my Dad in his uniform and he already has the DFC and the Air
Medal with clusters. There is a third ribbon in this picture but because of my Dad's position, | can't make out
what it is. There is a man in Overland who runs a military store. He and | worked together to determine what
medals Dad was do because of the time period in which Dad served (ie. he was in the Army before Pearl
Harbor and served well after 1950)and the places he served (ie European Theatee). My Dad is a very humble
man and never spoke about his military service until just lately. Time makes the difference. But | still have to
pull everything out of him. If you go to the following site you will see a picture for which | believe Dad won the
DSC:http://www.457thbombgroup.org/FATE/RLP063.HTMLDad landed this plane with no injuries to his crew.
Linda

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/20/2006, 9:31 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"
My dad did not want to talk much about the war either until the 50th anniversary and then he wanted to talk a
little. We have since been to 2 bomb group reunions and we enjoyed them very much.

Posted by Claude Sullivan on 3/20/2006, 12:28 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

| was the navigator on Stevens' crew. | first met Stevens at Delhart Texas, January 1945 and flew with him to
Glatton and several missions with our crew before being assigned as a lead navigator.

The other officers on our crew were Charles Wilson Johns, Co-Pilot, Charles Canty, Bombardier and me.

| am sorry | cannot remember any of enlisted members at this time. | do have copies of some orders with their
names, but have temporarily misplaced them. | will search for a copy and post another message when | find
tthem.

Posted by Claude Sullivan on 3/20/2006, 12:34 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"
Just posted a messaage and obviously made an error in the date. Of course it should have been January 1944,
not January 1945

Posted by Linda on 3/27/2006, 10:29 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

I don't know if you're back yet, but | saw you made a post 3/20. | think the date would be 1/1943. That's when
Dad went to Glatton. | have the names of the enlisted men. There is at least one living, James Neelan. | have
spoken with him several times. My curiosity is about the landing Dad made on the beach in England after bring
shot up on the way to Germany, with a load of munnitions? Dad tells the story all the time, but I'd love to hear
it from someone else. He also talks about the crash landing he made in Glatton in the Fish n'Chips, 7/9/1943.



The other thing I'd like to know is if you remember if Dad was awarded the DSC. | remember seeing it and
reading the citation from the time | was a young child until well into my teens. Dad says he was awarded the
DSC. But his miltary record was destroyed in the Personnel Center fire. Do you remember anything about it?
I'm eager to hear from you.

Linda Stevens

Posted by Andy Reevfes on 4/9/2006, 12:06 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"

Re. Posting of Linda 03/27/2006. Dont see how Edward arrived at Glatton 1/1943 .| dont believe that Glatton
and the 457th BG existed at that time. Group was promulgated On May 18,1943 and flying combat started
from Glatton in February of 1944.

Posted by Linda Stevens on 4/28/2006, 11:31 pm, in reply to "Re: Edward Stevens medals"
Hi Andy,
Your correct. | made a typo. Dad was at Glatton in early 1944. He was there till 8/29/1944.

Posted by Christopher on 1/23/2007, 5:24 pm, in reply to "Edward Stevens medals"

Linda,

You should check with the Verterans Service Department in the Hometown where your fatherreturned to after
the war. It was common practice for vets to apply for benefits and a copy of thier discharge, including service
awards, were filed with the Department. Some Veteran Services Department are by City others by State. You
can contact me at ####@yahoo.com if youwould like more information.

Chris

South China, Maine

Posted by Patrick J. Connelly on 1/20/2006, 4:16 pm, in reply to "Father's Medals"

This is a link to Vanguard the company that makes most of our Ribbons and Medals worn by todays service
personel it is current to OIF/OEF GWT but it also incluedes those awarded during Vietnam Korea and WWII
hope it of some help http://www.vanguardmil.com/store/ribbonusaf.php

Posted by Jerry Sale on 3/11/2006, 5:06 pm, in reply to "Father's Medals"
| hve some informatiom on a alternate source for military records other than the Page Avenue. St. Louis site.

"Thanks for the Savannah Reunion"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 9/26/2005, 10:03 am

This is a big thank you to all involved in planning and initiation the Savannah Reunion. My father was
particularly pleased that tipping was included at most of the events. It's a little bothersome to have people
with their hands out everywhere.

Posted by Bob Chatham on 9/27/2005, 11:20 pm, in reply to "Thanks for the Savannah Reunion"

We regret not being able to make the reunion in Savannah. | am an aviation historian, life member of the
457th BGA, and had looked forward for some time to attending. However, a gal named Katrina paid us a visit
here on the Mississippi Gulf Coast on Aug. 29. We had our hands full here at home. Let's hope we can make
the next reunion. | hope that all that attended in Savannah had a wonderful time.

Posted by Richard Gibbs on 1/25/2007, 5:17 pm, in reply to "Thanks for the Savannah Reunion"
Do you have the dates of the reunion this fall in Pensacola? Thanks.

“Hand guns”

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/26/2007, 8:57 am
Did all officers carry hand guns on missions? If not, who did? What type? Were they government issue or
privately purchased?

"WWII Watches"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 1/24/2007, 1:01 pm



I'm guessing that there were army air corps watches issued to at least the flying officiers. Is this true? If yes,
what type of watches were issued?

Posted by Claude Sullivan on 1/24/2007, 11:31 pm, in reply to "WWII Watches"

Right,we were issued Gl Watches, but were supposed to turn them in when clearing the base for rotation State
Side. Hwever, as you can imagine many were "lost" the day before turn-in date.

| do not remember the make, but they were ordinary watches, white face, black numbers, silver colored case
and leather strap. Probably somethihg like those we used to get from sending in box tops from cereal boxes.

Posted by John Pearson on 1/29/2007, 2:57 pm, in reply to "Re: WWII Watches"

As a Navigator, my issued wrist watch as a black-faced Elgin that some referred to as a "hack" watch. You
pulled the stem out to stop it on zero seconds, set to the correct minute and hour, and when "hack" was
announced you pushed the stem back in to re-start it. Thus, all in the gathering would have watches showing
the same time.

Posted by Mike Burgess on 1/26/2007, 7:35 pm, in reply to "WWII Watches"
| believe the one my father brought back was a Timex. During Korea | think he had an Elgin.

“Possible 2007 Cerrimony Chiggay, France”

Posted by rdrex burke on 2/5/2007, 6:50 pm

| received a Christmas card from a person in Chiggiy, France hoping that | would be to attend the Ceremony in
Chiggiy,France commemorating the Crash of the 457th Bomnb Group B-17 El Lobo. There were about 6 former
457th Bomb Group members that attended the dedication of the monument. | am wondering if any of the
other members of the 457th Bomb group that attended the dedication had received an invitation for the 2007
celebration. The French association was very appreciative that members were able to attend the monument
presentation that Pierre Colson had worked so hard to be build. The Christmas card did not give a date when
the ceremony in 2007 would take place.

“Spetchley Park, Worcestershire, England”

Posted by Tim Davies on 2/28/2007, 3:53 am

| work for Spetchley Park Gardens in Worcestershire, owned by the Berkeley Family for just over 400 years.
During WW?2 the 8th Air Force used Spetchley as a rest/recuperation base and we are trying to collect as many
memories/pictures etc from this period for our archives, so we may commemorate the brave young airmen
who fought in the sky over Europe.

I'd be very grateful if any one would be willing to share there experiences while staying at Spetchley so we can
create a new section on our website.

Many Thanks, Tim Davies

Link: http://www.spetchleygardens.co.uk

"Cletus R. Newman"

Posted by Karen Newman Zientek on 2/27/2007, 8:05 pm

Does anyone remember Cletus R. Newman? He was my grandfather and my daughter is doing a report for
school and | don't have much information because he was divorced from my grandmother. Any help would be
greatly appreciated.

Posted by Alan Morton on 3/4/2007, 8:18 pm, in reply to "Cletus R. Newman"

HI Karen ...

Someone, on your side of the fence, is going to have to give up some history about Cletus. What you are asking
for, is almost an impossible task. I'd be happy to help you, BUT in actuality, your family knows more than | do,
about your Grandfather than anyone. You know his age, you know where he grew up. You know whether he
was a flying Officer or an Enlisted man. You know when he enlisted in the service of his country. You know
when he went overseas, and you know he was attached to the 457th Bomb Group. You have photographs of
him in the service.



Your Grandmother must have a file of some of his time and records in the service. She knows when and where
they were married. She would also know if he was commissioned a Pilot, Navigator or Bombardier. She would
also know what Bomb Squadron (there were four) he was attached to. She would know which Air bases and
the dates he was attached to during his Officer training. He may have been divorced from your Grandmother,
but surely there were other family members he kept in touch with. If he is dead, do you have a copy of his
obituary? Copies of his Discharge papers?

You see Karen, "you hold all the cards of knowledge" and | know nothing but a name.

Give it some thought Karen and get your daughter busy looking too, she's the one writing the report.

Best regards,

Alan Morton

Posted by Karen on 3/5/2007, 3:48 pm, in reply to "Re: Cletus R. Newman"

Thanks Alan. We have already started down that path...| was just checking if anyone else knew him during his
service and had any stories to share.

Thanks.

Posted by Alan Morton on 3/5/2007, 9:59 pm, in reply to "Re: Cletus R. Newman"

Not so fast Karen. | deliver, even when | get no help from you.

Turns out four (4) separate aircrews had trained as crewmen on B-24's but when they got overseas they were
mistakenly assigned to the 457th Bomb Group.

Col. Rogner, the Base Commander gave them the opportunity to relocate to a B-24 base or to stay and be
checked out in B-17's. They all chose to stay and completed their tours in B-17's. The four crews were: Ralph
Coons - 750th, Fred Smithson - 748th, Jesse Castanias - 749th, and the George Bane - 751st Bomb Squadrons.
The Jesse Castanias crew had a Waist Gunner by the name S/Sgt Cletus R. Newman. The Crews first Combat
Mission was February 3, 1945 aboard Aircraft #167. Here's the entire crew by Rank, Name and Position flown:
Lt. Jesse J. Castanias .. Pilot

Lt. Myron P. Barry .. Co-Pilot

F/O Jack Lorber .. Navigator

S/Sgt. Stephen T. Cowell .. Chin Turret/Togglier

S/Sgt. Martin Norsic, Jr. .. Flight Engineer and Top Turret Gunner

S/Sgt. Stanley F. Bendzynski .. Radio Operator

S/Sgt. William F. Waters .. Ball Turret Gunner

S/Sgt. Cletus R. Newman .. Waist Gunner

S/Sgt. Michael Denitti .. Tail Gunner

Posted by Sheila Holtzen on 3/5/2007, 8:59 am, in reply to "Cletus R. Newman"

I'm afraid | can't help you much, but | did go to the NARA website and | noticed there were two different men
who enlisted, both had this exact same name. One enlisted at Ft Sam Houston in Texas, and one enlisted at
San Francisco California.

If you access the NARA site, you can click on either or these names and it will give you the bare minimum of
information. But there are service numbers, so that might enable you to carry your research further, if either
of these gentlemen might possibly be your Grandfather.

However, if there are family members still alive who knew your Grandfather, you really do need to speak with
them. They probably have the information and history that you and your children should learn and know.
Please don't leave it too late to question them!

Good Luck.

Sheila

"History of Glatton/Conington 1945-1980s"

Posted by joe landy on 12/24/2006, 2:49 pm

Hi all.

Long time since | posted on this message board!

| am a young aircraft engineer working at Aerolease Itd, the current occupier of Conington airfield.

Through my work at the airfield over the last 2 years, | have been fortunate to meet many people who have
been involved with workings over the years. From Fenair in the 1970s through Klingair, through to Flying-Club-



Conington/Aerolease. | have also know a chap who worked with General Domestic Appliances in the 1970s,
who looked after the Beechcraft Queenair which was based there for around 2 years.

| would like to appeal for some help with compiling a kind of date line, showing what happened at conington,
and when. | can see from old maps e.t.c what the land was like prior to the 8th air force arriving and building
the airfield, and | can see what has occurred in the past 20 years or so including the contruction of the current
buildings, but | am stuck as to what happened in between! Please send me (or post here) your ideas of what
the airfield was used for over the last 50 years, or anywhere in between.

| have noted that most websited simply say 'currently occupied by Klingair, the airfield was used by the USAF in
1945....."

Please help me compile the rest of the history whilst those in the know are still with us!

Perhaps Erwin Klinger still posts here?

I would like accurate dates for ANYTHING please!

Many thanks

Joe.

Posted by Willard Reese on 12/24/2006, 4:50 pm, in reply to "History of Glatton/Conington 1945-1980s"
| may have some photos taken between 1945 and 1970 that may help. Contact me via email, please.
Hap Reese

Posted by sally Heathcote on 3/11/2007, 10:56 pm, in reply to "History of Glatton/Conington 1945-1980s"
Hiloe

My family have lived in Conington for many generations.

We may be able to help you, my great grandfather and my grandfather along with most of my family farmed
the land all around the airfield.

My uncles farm house is the one that sits in the middle of the airfield.

My family can give you all the information you would want.

Email me if | can help.

Sally

"Edward Dozier"

Posted by Jack on 1/29/2007, 10:38 pm

| was wondering if there is anyone who might have known my Great Uncle Edward Dozier. As a child | read the
book on the Fireball Outfit, and as a High School History teacher | have made it a point to research him and as
many of the other men who he served with. That being said, | hope to make contact with someone who might
be able to tell me more about him and his time in the Army Air Corps. Any help would be appreciated

Posted by Alan Morton on 1/30/2007, 8:43 pm, in reply to "Edward Dozier"

HiJack ... As I've pointed out to other young adults trying to learn about a family member that flew with the
457th Bomb Group in the 1944-45 WW!II era; you're running out of "living" Officers and crewmen that flew
with Major Edward Dozier. Those "still living" are in their mid to late 80's and possibly incommunicado.

If you are after his Army Air Corps Officer training and combat flying record, that's feasible to compile. If you're
after his persona per se with other Flying Officers he interfaced with at this late date ... you're probably too
late.

Posted by craig harris on 2/17/2007, 11:37 pm, in reply to "Edward Dozier"

We have not completely run out of friends of Ed Dozier. He was squadron commander of the 748th Sq. from
19 Mar.,1945 when he took over from Lt. Col. Wilbur D Snow, up to his untimely demise in the crash of lead
aircraft, "Miss Ida", on 05 April 1945. This famous crash is detailed in each on the the 457th histories, the
James Bass "Fait Accompli" trilogy, Ken Blakebrough's "The Fireball Outfit", and "Flak Dodger" and "Black Puff
Polly" by the late Roland Byers.

Dozier's lead crew was at the head of the line on the long runway (28-10) and took off first,with No. 2 on fire
and not delivering takeoff power. The a/c fell (returned) to earth, skidding across the ground. It hit a haystack
(and you know how dense an English haystack can be). The impact broke open the fuel tanks, the escaped
contents of which ignited. The resulting fire detonated the bomb load. There was one survivor, William J.P.



Meng, Jr. who spent a long convalescence. We heard sometime in the last two years that Meng has also
passed away.

There are at least two things you probably will NOT read about Ed Dozier. One is that he was crazy, rakehell,
the life of the party with great talents for cutting off the neckties of his colleagues at parties. Such stories,
however,would have a high likelihood of being true. His cutting off the necktie of Gen.J.K. Lacey at the 200th-
Mission Party on Mar. 02 1945 is legendary.

The other is that he was, arguably, one of the finest B-17 pilots in the 8th Air Force, and clearly the best lead
pilot/aircraft commander. This, too, would be true. He would lead the entire 8th AF on a mission (1,400
a/c)and "tail end Charlie" would not have to change speeds over eight or ten miles per hour.

Edward Dozier, a man for whom | had tremendous respect, and whose fun-loving nature would not let you
dislike him, is buried at the Cambridge American Military Cemetery at Madingley under a beautiful maple (I
think) tree, next to his tail-gunner, Jack Taifer. Each time the 457th meets in mini-reunion in Peterborough (the
even-numbered years) we visit the Cemetery. | go to Ed's grave, render a salute, then bow my head sadly and
think of this very fine man, how much fun he was, and how much the world lost at this man's death. Then |
think of and how much he contributed to our mission, leading to our give our best efforts even during his short
term as Sq Commander, and then | stand tall, and salute again.

Keep chugging at your research. You can probably corral several of us who were there at the last, and can tell
you more about him, and lead you to others who can enhance your search.

Craig Harris, copilot, 748th Sq.

Posted by Paul Kelly on 3/6/2007, 8:15 am, in reply to "Edward Dozier"

Hi Jack, My name is Paul Kelly from the UK and | am currently in the process of writing a book on the crash that
killed your Great Uncle. | came upon this story when | purchased some WW?2 flight equipment from a US
dealer for research purposes, and it turned out it belonged to the waist gunner Robert L. Todd who was also
killed in the crash. | have spent 18 months researching Robert and this story, visiting many of the key locations
including the crash site, where luckily | also interviewed the sole living witness John Williams from the UK who
was 16 at the time and one of the first on the scene of the crash. | will be happy to share any information |
have with you however limited - maybe we could trade notes as | plan to write a section on each member of
the crew [your uncle included] as part of the over-view. Feel free to contact me at anytime.

Posted by craig harris on 3/11/2007, 12:30 pm, in reply to "Edward Dozier"

| sent a bunch of stuff about Ed Dozier to Paul Kelly, thinking he was the one looking for info for his great uncle
Ed Dozier. Because it was anecdotal and a lot of it, it was sent private e-mail. | have had no response from him,
and the fault is mine, not his. MY BAD. | should at least read who it is that wants the data. So, | will send to you
by e-mail that which | had sent to him. | apologize. Result was not too bad, only lost a week. craig harris

Posted by Paul Kelly on 3/12/2007, 11:33 am, in reply to "Re: Edward Dozier"

Yes, | have sent you a humble apology Craig, | mistakenly thought the information you sent me was from
someone else who | have been in correspondence with, | have met so many new people on this project | have
completely got lost with addresses, again my apologies and thank you.

"Death of Dave Summerville"

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/2/2006, 11:48 am

Chuck Spiteri

E-mail address: ####@sbcglobal.net

Hometown: Vista, CA

Comments: I'm sad to report that my neighbor and friend of 30 years, Dave Summerville passed away on
November 28th.

He was a great neighbor, friend and a hero to me.

One of "America’s Greatest Generation."

I would like to purchase a copy of Fait Accompli, if anyone can direct me to where | may obtain this book.
Thank you,

Chuck Spiteri

Thursday, November 30th 2006 - 01:51:41 PM



Posted by Alan Morton on 12/2/2006, 1:54 pm, in reply to "Death of Dave Summerville"

| personally spoke with Mr. Chuck Spitera this date and thanked him for his message informing us of the death
of Dave Summerville. Additionally, Chuck has been given the name and phone number of the Association's
President and author of the Fait Accompli trilogy.

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/8/2006, 3:27 pm, in reply to "Death of Dave Summerville"

David K. Summerville - Obituary

David K. Summerville, 85, passed away Nov. 29, 2006, in Oceanside, Calif. He was born in Gray, lowa, on April
28, 1921. He was a resident of Vista for 29 years. He attended the University of lowa from 1939 to 1942. He
was a captain in the Army Air Corps during WWII. He flew 27 missions as a B-17 pilot with the 8th Air Force
from England. After the war, he was a pilot for Pan American Airlines for 37 years until retiring in 1981. He has
been to 49 states and visited over 140 countries and been around the world 36 times.

He was an active member of many groups and associations, serving in many capacities. He belonged to the
Airline Pilots Association, Retired Airline Pilots Association, Vista Masonic Lodge #687, National Sojourners,
Camp Pendleton #243, Vista Hi-Twelve Club #454, Heroes of 76, Forty-Niner Camp, Camp Pendleton, Scottish
Rite in San Diego, Al Bahr Shrine in San Diego, Palomar Shrine Club, San Luis Rey Shrine Club, Sunnyvale
Disabled American Veterans #141, 457th Bomb Group of the 8th Air Force, Vista American Legion #365, Vista
VFW #7041, Vista Lions Club, Vista Elks Lodge #1968, Vista Senior Center, Vista 60 Plus Club, Clipper Pioneers,
American Numismatic Association, Vista Historical Society, San Diego Aerospace Museum and Grace
Presbyterian Church in Vista.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 50 years, Lillian Summerville, in 2001; and his daughter, Sheri Lee
Schaffer, in 2005.

He is survived by his son, W. Scott Summerville of San Marcos; two grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren.

Inurnment will be in the Gray Cemetery in Gray, lowa. Arrangements are the direction of Allen Brothers
Mortuary, Vista Chapel.

"reunion 2007"

Posted by Patti on 10/26/2006, 10:40 pm
Is there a reunion planned for 20077

Posted by Joseph Toth on 3/13/2007, 2:51 pm, in reply to "reunion 2007"
PATTI

THE NEXT REUNION WILL BE IN PENSACOLA

FLA. NOV.1 THRU. THE 4 TH. MORE INFO IN THE NEXT NEWS LETTER.

JOE TOTH

Posted by Patti Bizic on 3/13/2007, 5:18 pm, in reply to "Re: reunion 2007"
We will be there, my dad and I! We live in Pensacola.
Patti

"Free WWII Museums & Memorials video to honor WWII

veterans"

Posted by Scott Ramsey on 2/13/2007, 8:07 pm

This video is really a tribute to all WWII veterans. The video showcases different WWII Museums and
Memorials throughout the Southeast set to some big band and WWII era songs. Ever since | attended the 2004
WWII Memorial dedication in Washington, | have been interviewing veterans and collecting any written
personal accounts. With all the things our veterans have done, | have tried to say thank you through this video.
If any WWII veteran would like a copy, please contact me. | DO NOT ACCEPT MONEY FOR THE VIDEO. | would
appreciate and enjoy anything anyone has written about the war. | also try to attend any WWII reunion in my
area to present the video and show my gratitude for the men and women of WWII.

God Bless, Scott Ramsey



Posted by Claude Sullivan on 3/14/2007, 12:32 am, in reply to "Free WWII Museums & Memorials video to
honor WWII veterans"
Would like very much to have a copy of your video. Please inform me how | can obtain a copy.

Posted by Alan Morton on 3/14/2007, 2:16 pm, in reply to "Free WWII Museums & Memorials video to honor
WWII veterans"

The easiest way for the public to communicate with Mr. Scott Ramsey is by Emailing him directly. To do this ...
simply click your mouse arrow on Scott Ramsey's name and ... volia, an Email addressed form will appear. Fill
out your request and launch directly to Scott.

“B-17 GP/HE bombs and fins”

Posted by Art Vaughan on 3/18/2007, 3:23 pm

1. Can anyone tell me precisely how the fins were attached to the bombs?

| have been unable to tell if the screws shown in some photos I've seen are used to attach the fins or if there is
some sort of twist-n-lock arrangement where the screw(s) is only a security device so the fins cannot later
come off.

2. In regard to the bomb shackles, it appears there are two levers on them which mate with actuators on the
racks. From the cutaway drawing | have seen, it appears ONLY one actuator is required to release the bomb
hooks. Is the other used to retain or release the safety wires?

"Runway & Hardstand Use"

Posted by Art Vaughan on 3/21/2007, 12:11 pm

1. There are 3 runways - the main one: 10-29 and two shorter ones: 15-33 & 05-23. What sort of distribution of
use was there on these three?

2. Presuming the main runway was usually used, was normal take off & landing east to west (29) or the reverse
(10)?

2. In regard to hardstands, did the same planes normally use the same hardstand day after day?

3. Were the hardstands marked and if so, where?

4. How were the planes moved to the runway before a mission and returned to the hardstands after? Was
there someone who guided the pilot or was he just supposed to watch the other planes and know where to
go? Art

Posted by Alan Morton on 3/25/2007, 8:16 pm, in reply to "Runway & Hardstand Use"

Hi Art ...

| know nothing about you or what prompts you to ask about the runways or the hard-stands. What amazes me
is why your questions haven't at least been answered by one of the former Pilots that went through this ritual
every time we taxied out, took off and landed as we headed out and returned after every mission. Actually, it
reminds me so much of the current traffic congestion in the morning and returning home 24-7 on the Los
Angeles freeways... sans bombs. | hope some 457th BG B-17 pilot will see your comments and answer your
questions.

Something else amazes me ... initially Hap's 457th BG website dealt almost totally with the trials and
tribulations encountered by the various flight crews flying combat missions and targets in 1944 and 1945. In
the past year, Hap has included narrative and pictorial coverage of the entire ground support system that
supported the flight crews, plus a POW matrix par excellence.

Come on 457th BG Glatton Air Base old timers ... help answer Art's posted questions. And also, his posted
message: B-17 GP/HE bombs and fins - Art Vaughan 3/18/2007, 3:23 pm

Cheers, Alan

Posted by Art Vaughan on 3/27/2007, 9:34 pm, in reply to "Re: Runway & Hardstand Use"

Dear Alan,

Thanks for the support. Maybe the spring air is getting to everyone ... or basketball.

My uncle was a pilot w/the 457. I'm a family history nut and have been putting some materials together for my
uncle's kids who never bothered to ask questions while their Dad was still around.

Had a great time at the reunion in Peterborough last May!



"B-17 #42-97899"

Posted by David Burbo on 4/4/2007, 9:22 pm

| am looking for some info on a B-17 # 42-97899 taht my great uncle Maynard E. Judson was a tail guuner on.
The plane was piloted by J. Francias Angier and was shot down over Hamburg on Oct.25,1944. If anyone has
any information about this plane or any photos | would love to talk to you and see any photos that you have.
Thank you very much.

Posted by Alan Morton on 4/6/2007, 8:41 pm, in reply to "B-17 #42-97899"

Hi David ...

Plane s/n 42-97899, piloted by Lt John F. Angier, was hit by a couple bursts of flak as they approached the
target at Hamburg. The entire right wing was on fire and the #3 engine fell away from the plane. They dove
down trying to extinguish the fire and leveled off for a few minutes before it exploded. Some chutes were
seen. Howard Lang's chute failed to open. (See John Angier's story of this mission in "Black Puff Polly" by
Roland Byers)

Just as a matter of interest: as a former Flight Engineer like Lang, the Engineer's position was a precarious
position immediately behind the Pilot and Co-Pilot. The Engineer's gunner's standing position was in the Top
Turret. In order to operate the Top Turret the Engineer had to fly in the turret WITHOUT his chest pack
parachute on, which he laid on the floor next to his turret. The likelihood the Engineer could not find his chute
as the aircraft went into a dive to blow out an engine fire is REALITY. At this point, if the aircraft exploded the
Engineer would have been blown out of the aircraft without his chute. This scenario is more likely fact than
suggesting Lang's chute failed to open because of a chute malfunction.

Posted by Alan Morton on 4/9/2007, 7:25 pm, in reply to "Re: B-17 #42-97899"

Hi David ...

Boy are YOU lucky! | spoke to Don Osborne the Left Waist Gunner who lives in Taft ,CA ... He's about to publish
a book of his WWII experiences with the 457th BG. He told me that Pilot Angier is alive and he too has a
published book re: WWII. Osborne will be at the upcoming Reunion in Pensacola Beach, Florida on Nov 1st
through Nov 4th, 2007. Don also has earlier photos of various crew members going throught flight training in
the states.

Cheers, Alan

Posted by Alan Morton on 4/9/2007, 6:45 pm, in reply to "B-17 #42-97899"

Hi David ...

Have you personally tried to get in touch with any of the following crew members that survived being shot
down (POW's)? We'll tweak the system at this end and see what happens!

The crew was as follows:

Plane s/n 42-97899

Pilot Lt John F. Angier POW

Copilot Lt Samuel E. Cashman POW

Navigator Lt Samuel A. Plestine KIA

Bombardier F/O Robert J. Maitland POW

Aircraft Engineer Sgt Howard H. Lang KIA

Radio Operator Sgt William M. Thomas POW

Left Waist Gunner Sgt Charles D. Osborn POW

Ball Turret Gunner Sgt Edwin C. Vantine POW

Tail Gunner Sgt Maynard E. Judson KIA

Could be that the above surviving crew members (POW'S) might have what you are looking for in photos &
info.

Ironically, Pilot Angier is a Life Member of the 457th BG Association. | called Long Distance Info. at his previous
1990 address in Newport, VT (alas, no listing).

What I'd like to find for you is a photo of the Angier crew!

Cheers,

Alan

"Glatton Memorial"



Posted by lan Allen on 1/27/2007, 7:23 am

Hello,

Yesterday | was driving down the Al towards London when | noticed an old water tower sticking up through
some trees. At this point | could also see the top of two flag poles with the Stars and Stripes and the Union Jack
flying high side by side - | decided to take break in my journey, turn off the motorway, and investigate!

| found the memorial by the two flag poles, set in a small attractive garden, with the water tower in the
background.

| can confirm that everything was very clean, tidy, and well looked after, with the flags still having the creases
in them where they have been folded.

| could not see the airfield from this corner, and due to time, had to continue on my journey. This morning |
have found your website, photos of the old airstrip, and read about the exploits of the brave American
aircrew.

I shall return to the Gatton airfield next week, and pay my respects at the churchyard memorial that | have
seen in photographs this morning!

If anyone in the U.S. requires anything while | am there - photos - research, anything...l think it would be the
least thing that a grateful Englishman could do.

Many thanks,

lan

Posted by George Pobgee on 1/28/2007, 5:24 am, in reply to "Glatton Memorial"

lan

Firstly thank you for taking time to send your message,

We run a small organisation over here in England called " Friends of the 457th bomb group". We look after the
interests of the Bomb group which includes caring for the memorials. Its always nice when messages of
appreciation are received.

If you are returning to see the memorial in the church yard, can | also suggeset that you visit the Admiral Wells
Pub, in the village of Holme (just to the north of the old airfield)not only do they serve excellant food and
drink, they also have a large display of photographs taken during the war, around the walls in the bar area.

If you require any other information, locally, or about the group please e-mail me.

George Pobgee

English Historian and "Friend of the 457th"

Posted by lan Allen on 1/29/2007, 4:36 pm, in reply to "Re: Glatton Memorial"

George,

Thank you for your message and information which | will act upon when | travel up from Farnham later this
week.

My interest and admiration of these "vets" comes from the stories of my Father in-law, Fred Lee, who was in
the Navy during the Normandy landings - the trip back to Arromanches we have now may on several
occassions.

There ship was attacked by a very rare German aircraft....
http://www.eurosurf.com/hmsnith/hmsnith.5.html

Thanks again George,
lan

Posted by Irene Brennan on 5/1/2007, 3:13 am, in reply to "Glatton Memorial"

We have been asked by a friend in America to scatter some of his ashes at Glatton where he flew from in
World War 2. His name was Jack Muth and | believe he was a navigator on the aircraft called Packawallup.
Could you please advise me where this should be done, (presumably the memorial itself or elsewhere) and is
there anyone we should contact before doing so?

Posted by George Pobgee on 5/3/2007, 4:36 am, in reply to "Re: Glatton Memorial"

Irene

I am one of the English Historians of the Group and | oversee the care of the memorials etc at Conington
(Glatton).If you wish to contact me on my E-mail (####@tesco.net)l will be only too pleased to assist you.



“World War Il Allied Aircraft Crashes in The Netherlands”

Posted by Jan Nieuwenhuis on 5/4/2007, 2:50 pm

This perhaps may interest you...

The final version of my "World War Il Allied Aircraft Crashes in The Netherlands" software is now available for
any one interested...

It can be downloaded via the website http://ww2.texlaweb.nl/

Database is not yet that large as it is in the development phase, so any information for the database is highly
appreciated...

I'd also appreciate it if you could send me any comments/remarks about the programme...

Please note that the software is completely free-of-charge and that it is completely free of advertising.
Greetings from Texel Island - The Netherlands

Jan Nieuwenhuis [phonetic: Jaen Njuenh'eis]

Archive & Database Management: Aeronautical- & War Museum Texel - http://www.lomt.nl/

Link: World War Il Allied Aircraft Crashes in The Netherlands

"Charles Hrubos"

Posted by Marie Ramsey on 5/3/2007, 11:21 pm

Am looking for any photos or information on our family member, Charles Hrubos, Wing Gunner for Lt Robert
Krumm - the plane they were flying landed in Sweden and they were interned there for the duration of the
war. We understand there are probably very few, if any, of those who knew Charles Hrubos who are still living,
but would appreciate any information we can get. Thank you and God bless you

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/4/2007, 1:50 am, in reply to "Charles Hrubos"

Click on these two photos: The one photo is of the entire Krumm Flight Crew. The other photo is of three of
the Flight Crew Officers ...

http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Crews/bbc006.jpg
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/KRUMM%20GREEN%20BYERS%204%20MAY%201944 .html

The position your relative Charles Hrubos was identified was a Waist Gunner. The name Waist Gunner was
derived from the waist of the aircraft's fuselage that had two (2) fifty (50) caliber machine gun positions. These
two positions were on the Left and Right at the slimmest part (the waist) of the fuseage ... hence the name
"Waist Gunners."

Pilot Lt. Robert Krumm apparently returned to the States after being released by Sweden at the end of WWII;
but was later KIA fighting in the Korean War. The Co-Pilot Leo R. Green died of Cancer in 1949. The Krumm
Flight Crew number was C040.

Some of the Robert Krumm Flight Crew had joined the 457th Bomb Group Association, in fact the Crew Radio
Operator was Billie Hightower (now deceased) was President of the 457th BG Association back in 1993-97, as
was Navigator Roland Orion Byers.

The one photo above of the three Officers, includes the Crew Navigator Roland Orion Byers, age 87, of
Moscow, Idaho passed away Dec. 9, 2006.

One observation about the photo of the Krumm Flight Crew ... there is a question of the specific Krumm Flight
crew members that ended in Sweden. It was not uncommon to hear of a flight crew that was a composit of
different crew members than the Krumm Flight crew in the attached photo. What is not known at this time is
the date the aircraft piloted by Krumm landed in Sweden and who was listed on the Loading List as the crew
for that Mission?

Well, it's a beginning but not the end! Sorry.

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/4/2007, 6:37 am, in reply to "Charles Hrubos"

Well Marie ... It's Friday, 3:30 am on the West Coast. Here's a little additional information for you about this
Mission 73 to Berlin, on June 21, 1944. The sad tale to report is we have no records (Loading Lists) for this
mission. The Pilot was Robert M. Krumm, a veteran of twenty-nine combat missions. Aircraft #42-10715 had
lost two engines and could not maintain flying speed to keep up with the Bomber Group formation, The pilot
left the formation, dropped his bombs in the Baltic Sea and landed in Sweden. The only identified crew
members aboard the A/C were the two Pilots Krumm and Green, the Flight Engineer T/Sgt Joe Hibbs and the
Left Waist Gunner Tony Tozzi.



What would be of help Marie would be ... "did your relative Charles Hrubos ever return to the States and his
home town?"

Posted by Marie Ramsey on 5/5/2007, 11:04 pm, in reply to "Re: Charles Hrubos"

Hi, Alan - THANK YOU for your kind responses - we had seen the photo of Robert Krumm's group, but the info
about the term waist gunner was very helpful! We have been told he severely injured his arm, and according
to family stories, the injury had to do with a gun turret - however it happened, he may have been hospitalized
for about a year, part or all of which time was in France, but we aren't yet sure where or for how long or even
how accurate these stories are.

But yes, he did return to the States and his home town, but so far, the details are still sketchy. We are
currently in the process of trying to assemble as much information as we can find, and are especially
interested in whether he was ever mentioned in any letters or other accounts by anyone who knew him and
served with him. We are looking forward to any new information, and are deeply grateful to people like you,
who are so willing to assist us in our search. God bless you!

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/6/2007, 9:49 pm, in reply to "Charles Hrubos"

Hi Marie ...

Here's some additional information you might find informative about your relatives position as a Waist Gunner
on the B-17 bomber. You mentioned something about an injury to Charles in connection to the Waist Gunners
position.

Immediately forward of the two Waist Gunner's positions was a Ball Turret that hung partly outside the
aircraft. It was a sphere that could be entered from inside the fuselage by the Ball Turret gunner with the aide
of the Waist Gunner. The two gunners worked as a team. Once the Ball Turret was physically turned with the
two 50 caliber guns pointing down toward the earth it exposed a entry hatch, when opened allowed for
ingress and egress by the Ball Turret Gunner aided by the Waist Gunner. The Ball Turret Gunner's life
depended on the Waist Gunner's support.

Usually, but not guaranteed ... the Ball Turret Gunner would be a short stature person that could easily roll up
in a contorted ball and stay inside this contraption for extended periods of time over enemy territory to
protect the Bomber's underside from German fighter pilot attacks.

I mention this Ball Turret position for | flew as the bomber's Flight Engineer and operated the Top Turret. |
wanted to see and feel getting into this Ball Turret. | was just over six feet tall. | was helped by our Waist
Gunner as to how to step down into

this little sphere and straddle my legs around a gun-sight and have two 50 caliber guns and ammunition on
each of my sides. Then the turret hatch was closed and locked over my back. The controls to operate this Ball
Turret were over and behind my head.

See: http://457thbombgroup.org/walkthru/b17-11.jpg

| mention the above because Waist Gunner Charles Hrubos could have easily been hurt by this Ball Turret and
explains his extended hospitalization.

Here's another idea to explore! Call or write the Swedish Embassy in Washington, DC and ask for their help.
Send all the information | provided herein about the Lt. Robert Krumm B-17 Bomber and crew's internment
back in 1944 and the specific mission date and German target. Sweden has all the data regarding the Krumm
crew during WWII and their eventual release.

Good Luck.

Posted by Marie Ramsey on 5/6/2007, 11:15 pm, in reply to "Re: Charles Hrubos"

Hi, Alan! Thanks for the additional information - AND the suggestion about the Swedish Embassy! We will
continue to explore every possible resource, and will post again as soon as we hear any additional information
- meantime, all the best!

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/7/2007, 1:46 pm, in reply to "Charles Hrubos"

Here's a surprise Marie ... Hap Reese, this Web Site creator and its Web Master looked up another source
(MACR records) of WWII, 8th Air Force, 457th Bomb Group and advises that the following Flight Crew flying
Aircraft s/n 42-107015 was the actual crew that landed in Sweden on June 21, 1944:

Pilot - Robert M. Krumm

Copilot - Leo R. Green

Navigator - Frank E. Vandevelde



Togoleer - Anthonh J. Tozzi

Eng/TT Gunner - Joseph L. Hibbs

Radio Operator - Harold A. Dussau

Ball Turret - Robert Bridges

Tail Gunner - James M. Cole

Waist Gunner - Marion L. Belt, jr.

Then Hap proceeded to check the loading lists and found the ONLY mission that Hrubos flew with Krumm was
Mission #6 on March 3rd, 1944. He never flew another mission with Krumm although Krumm flew 25 missions
after that till June 21st. Hrubos flew with the Breit crew for the rest of his 14 missions. The last on JUNE 29th,
1944. So Hrubos could NOT have been with Krumm in Sweden on June 21st.

The last mission that Hrubos flew was on June 29th, 1944 and that was with the Breit crew. An excerpt from
the narrative description of the Breit mission of June 29th is as follows. Hrubos was aboard this flight:

"Eight craft of the low box bombed a target of opportunity, the railroad marshalling yards at Wittenberge, with
good results. The craft piloted by Lt. Norman Breit encountered considerable flak. Thinking the craft was going
down, three of the crew bailed out. Intense and accurate flak was encountered and fifteen craft sustained
damage."

Apparently the rest of the crew returned to Glatton since Breit completed 27 missions, the last on July 28th.
Summary: My guess is that he was a POW in Germany and was one of those who bailed out on the Breit
mission of June 29th. It is strange that he flew his first mission with Krumm on March 3rd (mission No 6) but
then did not fly another mission until Mission No 59 on June 4th and from that time on he flew with the Breit
Crew. He did not fly for nearly 3 months after his first mission. (Maybe this is the time he was in the hospital
for an injury).

This record shows that a Charles J. Hrubos, s/n 36279812 (Residence Wisconsin), 457th Bomb Group, was a
POW at Stalag Luft, was liberated and repatriated at wars end.

Posted by Marie Ramsey on 5/7/2007, 5:23 pm, in reply to "Re: Charles Hrubos"

WOW!! Amazing information - our thanks to Hap Reese (btw, this website is fantastic, Hap!!) and to you for
your resourcefulness and perseverence! With each new tidbit of info, we find more and more to research -
which is wonderful!! | found some websites on Stalag Luft, but haven't yet had a chance to dig deeper - is
there any way to know which camp? (Apparently there were many designations, e.g., Stalag Luft I, II, I, 1V,
etc). Bless you both!

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/7/2007, 6:37 pm, in reply to "Re: Charles Hrubos"

Funny you should ask ... | could ast like | know what Hap is doing but | know better to kae credits that go to
Hap! So, without further

posturing ... here's Hap's message to me to pass on to you ...

Alan,

You will want to let Marie Ramsey know that Charles was in Stalag Luft IV..... and if she wants to follow up on
this to connect to: http://aad.archives.gov/aad/ and enter his full name and continue. Look at both selections
that come up in the next window. Additional information can be found by selecting

"View Records" in each section.

This is your baby so I'm letting you do all the correspondence.

Hap

Cheers, Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/8/2007, 10:57 am, in reply to "Charles Hrubos"
Hi Marie ... Just as a matter of personal interest ... now that we've hammered through the life and times of
Charles Hrubos during WWII ... the question arises, "where and what is he doing today?"

Posted by Marie Ramsey on 5/8/2007, 2:29 pm, in reply to "Re: Charles Hrubos"

He unfortunately died about 5 years ago, so we can't get to know him any better personally. That is why all
your help is so valuable to us, and we appreciate it so much! We are still trying to assemble as much
information as we can, and will be happy to update you as we learn more. Best regards!

"749th squadron™



Posted by Scott on 4/21/2007, 11:42 pm

Hello, | am currently in the CAF who is part of the crew who flys the "Sentenmentel Journey" We honor the
457th BG and the 749 SQ. The question | have is was there a name for this squadron? We are on tour as of this
Monday,and we are doing a west coast tour until late Aug. and | would like to have that put on my flightsuit
and jacket.

Thanks Scott

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/26/2007, 1:42 pm, in reply to "749th squadron"

Thanks for flying the triangle U. My dad always enjoys seeing your plane when it comes to Wood River, lllinois.
He also likes going through the plane for free, which I'm sure you allow all WWII flyers to do. I'll ask him about
the squad names. If you didn't know already the 457th bomb group was known as The Fireball Outfit or The
Fireball Group.

Posted by Scott on 4/26/2007, 3:28 pm, in reply to "Re: 749th squadron"

Thanks for the infomation, and yes we allow all servicemen to go thru the plane for no charge, Again thank you
for your help....and for your fathers,

Col. Scott "Scooter" Rajkowski

C.A.F.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/27/2007, 10:27 am, in reply to "Re: 749th squadron"

You guys suspended the rules and let my dad sit in his old navigator's seat the last time you were in town. He
really enjoyed it.

My dad said that he thought that the squadron's did not have names but only a number. He did say that his
squad (751st) had the most distinctive patch with the ram in the cross hairs.

Posted by Alan Morton on 4/29/2007, 1:08 am, in reply to "Re: 749th squadron"
Jerry ...

See: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Zigler%20Crew%20Sept%2027.html
Does your Dad (standing second from left) still have that head of hair?

Posted by Jerry Sale on 4/30/2007, 9:17 am, in reply to "Re: 749th squadron"
He still has a pretty healthy head of hair but not as much as in the WWII pictures on this site. %")

Posted by Mike Burgess on 5/10/2007, 12:02 am, in reply to "749th squadron"

Scott,

My Father flew with the 749th Squad. during WW II. Oliver G. Burgess is listed on several of the loading lists.
One of his crewmen is still alive and in California. His name is Herbert Dollar. | would bet he would very much
like to tour That B-17.

Mike Burgess

Posted by Jerry Sale on 5/10/2007, 11:24 am, in reply to "Re: 749th squadron"
The Sentimental Journey, Aluminum Overcast and the Nine-0-Nine all tour and have a web site that tells their
schedule. Look for them in your area.

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/10/2007, 2:34 pm, in reply to "749th squadron"
Visit web site: http://www.arizonawingcaf.com/pages/touring.html

Touring Aircraft B-17 Flying Fortress Sentimental Journey

2007 Air Show Schedule

Arizona Wing CAF

We've Always Done It Like That

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/14/2007, 6:34 pm
The following appeared in the Santa Ana CADET, Santa Ana Army Air Base newsletter, dated April 2007.
Rewritten herein, with approval of Editor Art Lambert.



The U.S. standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That's an exceedingly odd
number. Why was that gauge used? Because that's the way they built them in England and English expatriates
built our U.S. Railroads! Why did the English build them like that? Because the first rail lines were built by the
same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used. Why did "they" use that
gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs and tools that they used for
building wagons, which used that wheel spacing.

Okay! So why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing? Well, if they tried to use any other
spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the old long distance roads in England, because that's the
spacing of the wheel ruts. So who built those old rutted roads? Imperial Rome built the first long distance
roads in Europe (and England) for their legions. The roads have been used ever since. And why the ruts in the
roads? Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match for fear of destroying
their wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all standardized in the matter
of wheel spacing.

THe United States standard gauge of 4 feet, 8,5 inches is derived from the original specifications for an
Imperial Rome war chariot. And the bureaucracies live forever. So the next time you are handed a specification
and wonder what horse's --s came up with it, you may be exactly right, because the Imperial Roman army war
chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the rear end of a war horse!

Now, for the twist to the story! When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there are two big white
colored booster solid rockets attached to the sides of the monstrous orange colored main fuel tank. These are
solid rocket boosters, or SRB's. The SRB's are manufactured by Morton Thiokol at their plant in Utah. The
engineers would have preferred to make them a bit fatter, but alas the SRB's had to be shipped by train from
the factory to the launch site in Florida. The rail line from the factory happens to run through a tunnel in the
mountains. The SRB's had to fit through the tunnel. The tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the
railroad track as you know is about as wide as a horse's rear end. So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of
what is arguably the world's most advanced transportation system was determined over two thousand years
ago by the width of a Imperial Roman war horse's rear end!

"Photos and info"

Posted by J. Mark Wallace on 5/16/2007, 10:26 pm

My uncle Captain Wade E. Knudson flew 48 missions with the 457 Bomb Group 749 Squadron.

| have photos of Wade and his crew and wonder if you would like for me to send them to you for your
history/records etc....| would be happy to send them.

Wade E. Knudson

6-3-20 - 12-26-04

B. Cranfills Gap, Texas

D. New Braunfels, Texas

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/17/2007, 7:54 am, in reply to "Photos and info"

Wade ... please send anything and everything regarding your Uncle's 457th BG service. Please identify each
and every member of his Flight Crew if known. If you peruse the various Photographic sections of the web site
you'll notice a common practice, at that time, of listing the persons in a photo en mass, helter-skelter without
identifying specifically each person by position in the photo.

Also, much time be saved on our part can if you know when he approximately flew his first combat mission. If
you are in doubt of "the best photo scanning techniques to employ" ... please call the Web Master, Hap Reese
at 1-386-#### in Florida.

Best regards, Alan Morton

“A BONANZA of B-17's in flight!”

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/17/2007, 8:49 am

Click the "WHAT'S NEW" button ... A BONANZA of B-17's in flight!

Hap Reese's daughter and grandson Gregory kicked-up the $400-plus each to fly aboard the B17 "Aluminum
Overcast" out of a San Francisco, CA area airport this past week or two. Videos of the WWII Flying Fortress in
all it's glory! Also, other B-17 Video postings a part of You Tube Broadcast Yourself (www. youtube.com). Don't
miss it!



“Myron E. Francisco Navigator Perpetual Hell”

Posted by Mark Francisco on 5/22/2007, 5:28 pm

| would like to know if any crew members from "Perpetual Hell" or "Miss Cue" are still with us and could
contact me at my e-mail address. | am in the process of scanning all of my fathers photos and documents.
I would also like to ask someone affilliated with this site to please change the spelling in the "Crew Lists"
because my dad's name is listed as "Byron" and it should be "Myron"...thanks in advance for doing so.

| will contact Hap Reese regarding how to get the photos and documents to the web master for posting.
This is a truly wonderful site and since my dad didn't talk about the war much (other than some humorous
stories), it's nice to be able to see the pictures and read the stories.

"Need info about this crew"

Posted by Keith Heitmann on 11/30/2005, 11:36 pm

My wife's uncle Donald Robert "Bob" Lallky served in the 457. Unfortunately he wasn't able to provide us with
much information other than the names of the crew he served with.

Cal Schnellar - Pilot

"Blackie" Blackmore - Co-Pilot

Al Beck - Bombardier

Johnny Austin - Radio Operator

William Bennet Waist Gunner

Bill Garrett - Tail Gunner

Willard Hedge - Ball Turret Gunner

Robert "Bob" Lallky - flight engineer

unknown - Navigator

The crew completed their 25 missions and then volunteered for 7 additional missions.

If anyone is acquainted with the men of this crew and have information about which squadron they served in,
plane name, aircraft serial number, or plane code or any other information it would be appreciated.

Posted by Joe Toth on 12/1/2005, 6:25 pm, in reply to "Need info about this crew"

Keith - Donald was with the 751st Squadron as a Flight Engineer. He flew in 12 different aircraft for a total of
31 missions. After a search through my loading lists, | was able to obtain this information for you. The
navigator on one of his missions was Francis E. Hornek. | have all the loading lists for the missions Donald flew
on. If you wish further information please e-mail me at ####@juno.com

Posted by Keith heitmann on 12/1/2005, 8:11 pm, in reply to "Re: Need info about this crew"
Fantastic! Thanks for the info and anything else you can add. Please send me the loading lists as you have
indicated. It is much appreciated.

Posted by Hronek, Thomas on 5/23/2007, 12:37 pm, in reply to "Need info about this crew"

Frank Hronek, my father, was the navigator on this air crew. At times the crew were spit up but Bob flew on
Franks first and last mission.

Frank flew 37 missions between dec. 44 and april 17,45.

the air crew names you have all went threw training together. there was another ball turret gunner that went
threw training with them. at the end of training, this crew was about be broken up because the crews were
being down sized to one tail gunner instead of two.

the ball turret gunner was assigned to another crew and everyone else was about to be reassigned. willard
hedges was a tailgunner and did not this crew to be split up so he transfered to a tail gunner. hedges was a tall
guy, over 6'. the ball turret was a confined area for a lot shorter man.

please let me know of an stories that you know.

Posted by Keith Heitmann on 5/23/2007, 2:19 pm, in reply to "Re: Need info about this crew"

Robert Lallky is my wife's uncle. So | don't have any stories to add. He did mention that the crew was swapped
around several times to other aircraft on various missions. And also that the planes were ofen only crewed by
9 men instead of the normal 10 at that period of the war.

| believe Bob flew approximately the same number of missions or thereabouts. He was a flight engineer but
often ended up in the radio compartment according the the mission crew lists found on this site.



He's coming up from Florida, where he lives now, for this upcomming Memorial Day with his youngest if three
daughters. Bob is in poor health and requires assistance. But if | get the chance I'll ask him if he remembers
anything.

I'll tell him | heard from you. | did find some info on the 457th and their airfield on the net here somewhere
last year and printed it all up for him. | didn't make a copy for myself.

Posted by Hronek, Thomas on 5/23/2007, 9:40 pm, in reply to "Re: Need info about this crew"
Kieth,| tried to email you a message but it appears not to be active. Please email me with an updated adddres.
thanks

"457th Bomb Group PRISONERS OF WAR (POW) Fliers

Roster "

Posted by Alan Morton on 2/7/2007, 5:10 am

One of the most important SIGN POSTS on the 457th Bomb Group Association web site HOME PAGE is, the
center TOPIC BUTTON called the "WHAT'S NEW" button. The reason being, once you've randomly clicked on all
of the buttons and you've decided come back to the web site days, weeks or months from now .... the question
will be, what did Hap Reese ADD or REVISE since your last visit?

It will blow your mind to see and read the unbeknowst revised or newly added additions to the web site for
the very first time. So get in the habit of visiting the "WHAT'S NEW" button first thing. Additionally, a couple of
inches further down on center is a calendar notice as to when "WHAT'S NEW" was last "Updated 2/05/2007."
Try the "WHAT'S NEW" folks ... you won't regret it, it's a time saver and a great prompter!

Posted by Wm.C.Goldsborough on 2/8/2007, 11:14 am, in reply to "457th Bomb Group PRISONERS OF WAR
(POW) Fliers Roster "

In the new listing of POW's the narative of Roy Allen list's me as a POW | was not a POW i evaded. How do Iget
this and other errors corrected. Thanks Bill

Posted by Willard Reese on 2/8/2007, 1:50 pm, in reply to "Re: 457th Bomb Group PRISONERS OF WAR (POW)
Fliers Roster "

William,

Sorry about this mixup. | went by Roy Allen's descriptive story in "Black Puff Polly" in which he said that, except
for Anderson, all the other members of his crew were POW's.

| will correct this without delay. Can you verify for me in what prison camp the other members of the crew
were in? Did anyone else evade with you?

Thank you for picking this up.

Willard Reese

Posted by wW.C.GOLDSBOROUGH on 2/11/2007, 9:39 pm, in reply to "Re: 457th Bomb Group PRISONERS OF
WAR (POW) Fliers Roster "

Willard: no one evaded with me. But | was told by the underground oper. who picked me up that they had
picked up three others. and one of them had to be Roy Allen. As to the P.O.W.Camps | have no idea where or
what their #'s were.

Bill Goldsborough

Posted by Sheila on 5/27/2007, 6:23 pm, in reply to "Re: 457th Bomb Group PRISONERS OF WAR (POW) Fliers
Roster "

As a volunteer researcher for many WWII family members, | thought you all might like to know, that is if you
don't already, that a search can be done on the NARA site for WWII POW's. | looked at the Roy Allan crew, and
besides Roy Allen, | found listed Verne H Lewis.

This is the information that | found regarding the camp he was in. It also gives other information, | have chosen
not to post.

LEWIS VERNE H

GERMANY Stalag 7A Moosburg Bavaria 48-12 (Work Camps 3324-46 Krumbachstrasse 48011, Work Camp
3368 Munich 48-11)



Also JOSEPH C BRUSSE.

Stalag Luft 3 Sagan-Silesia Bavaria (Moved to Nuremberg-Langwasser) 49-11.

ROY E PLUM

Camp undefined.

There are too many people with the name of John Lewis for me to determine at a quick glance whether any
are the man from this crew.

Here is the page that you need to conduct a search.
http://aad.archives.gov/aad/series-description.jsp?s=644&cat=all&bc=sl

Hopefully this may help some of you determine where your relatives, crew members or friends may have been
held!

Regards, Sheila

Posted by Kenneth J. Beattie on 5/27/2007, 2:53 pm, in reply to "457th Bomb Group PRISONERS OF WAR
(POW) Fliers Roster "

My father,Staff Sgt Kenneth M. Beattie, was a B-17 tailgunner,on the Tarfu. He was shot down over Munster,
Germany in 1945. He was held prisioner for four months .

My father passed away March 15,2007. He had eight children, seven of whom survive him. service during the
war. At the end of his life he shared a his service memories with us. He is buried at the Mount Tahoma Military
Cemetary. We are very proud our father. Sincerely, Kenneth John Beattie

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/28/2007, 11:50 am
Arlington National Cemetery ... In Flanders Fields
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/flanders.htm

Posted by Alan Morton on 5/29/2007, 3:38 pm
This Year Remember Them: Let Them Sleep.
From a California Newspaper:

"Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names listed:"

Posted by Mal Reiman on 10/14/2005, 9:06 pm

My Dad,Conrad Reiman, was radio operator of the "Big Gas Bird." #927. His crew were: David "Windy"
Rodrigwe: Nav.,Sgt Willard "Red" Saltink: tail gunner,Lt Raul "Jako" Phaneuf:Bomb., Bill "Pop" Copley:Eng., Sgt
Robert "Headcheese" Handman:Gunner,Lt VictorLt Guyon "Smitty" Smith: Pilot.There's also a picture of Lt
Victor "Mickey Man" Smith.Is anone in contact with these men? I'd love to hear from them!Respectfully Mal
Reiman (please send E-Mail)

Posted by Mal Reiman on 3/15/2006, 10:27 am, in reply to "Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names listed:"
| haven't heard anything yet. Anyone know these guys?

Posted by craig harris on 3/16/2006, 2:25 pm, in reply to "Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names listed:"

| would be pleased to help you, but my problem begins with the fact that the only "Big Gas Bird" | know, and
the only one in 457th BG resords, was in the 457th BG, 748th Sq., s/n 43-38394, Call letter N, from 17 Aug. 44
to end of hostilities and then flown to USA. Its first name was "Wreckless", and was named "Big Gas Bird"
sometime in March, 1945 and | flew it to Furstenfeldbruck on 09 April 1945. There are some other Bigassbirds,
various spellings in 351st BG, 303rd BG, 100th BG. None of the personnel names you give are among our flight
crew roster, compiled by Joe Toth in 2003.

Are you sure you have the right bomb group?

Posted by Mal Reiman on 3/17/2006, 5:13 pm, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names listed:"
Dear Mr Harris,

Thank you very much for responding to my question. Let me start off to say that you guys from The Mighty
Eighth have my utmost admiration and respect.True American heroes.

The crew members | named are from his collection of photos from the war. Some of them have April
1945,Glatton Eng written on the back.He had 457 Bomb Group,749 Sqd items with the photos. One of the
photos has 4 of the men | listed with my Dad in flight gear standing by a B-17. The back has written Skeleton



Crew, Big Gas Bird, #927. There are also photos taken out of the waistgun window of Paris. On the back is
written VE Day, Cooks Tour. | can see an upsidedown triangle with a 7 in it on the wing.l don't know if he flew
on Big Gas Bird/Wreckless or another ship. Maybe Big Gas just for the Cooks Tour flight? There are earlier
photos of his crew and him in front of a B-17 but | can not make out the markings. He didn't talk about the war
very much and we didn't push it, but he sure was proud to have served.lt is a honor to speak to you Sir and |
thank you for your assistance.

Posted by Eugene Lower on 8/22/2014, 7:01 pm, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names
listed:"
My brother was on it when down 12 Sep 44, it was B17 42-31638 Big Gas Bird

Posted by craig harris on 3/16/2006, 2:35 pm, in reply to "Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names listed:"
Photo of 43-38394 Wreckless/Big Gas Bird can be found in photo archive, page 37. The photo of a/c in flight is
labeled 4 April 1945; it is really 9 April 1945 and our crew was in the aircraft when the photo was taken.
[Furstenfeldbruck is air base just west of Munich.] Big Gas Bird is also in aircraft database under 43-38394.

Posted by Lawrence Charlesworth on 5/30/2007, 2:27 pm, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird:
Names listed:"

| was a crew member who flew in the Bird. We flew the last 30+ missions until the surrender.

| have a photo of the Crew while we were shipping to England. Have collected a few additional pictures from
various sources on the Internet. Let me know if | can be of help.

Larry

Posted by Kirby Pacheco on 11/4/2014, 9:58 pm, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names
listed:"

My wife got a call from a pastor of a church in Wichita Falls TX. His Uncle Glen Lawson was a member of the
crew of the Big Gas Bird. Our Patriot guard Riders are going to do a flag line for this American Hero. | been
trying to find some more info to pass on to our PGR group. It is going to be an honor to stand a flag line this
hero. Thank you to all the Greatest Generation for my freedom. My Father was in the pacific Theater at the
end of the war. He was a waist gunner/ radio operator on a B-25

Posted by Larry Charlesworth on 12/14/2014, 10:47 pm, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird:
Names listed:"
| was on the Big GasBird. | am 89.

Posted by Ken on 3/20/2016, 1:35 pm, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird: Names listed:"

Larry, did you fly with my Dad, Red Saltink. He like so many never talked about his service and | would love to
hear anything you could tell me about that time. He passed away in 03 and | hope you could fill in some
details. Thanks, Ken Saltink

Posted by Walter Charlesworth on 2/3/2017, 10:42 am, in reply to "Re: Searching for crew: Big Gas Bird:
Names listed:"
Ken,

Sad to say my dad passed away on July 4, 2015. He didn't talk much about the Big Gas Bird, but | know the
time he spent in that plane was filled with good and bad emotions. Just ordered Donald Miller's book in the
hope of learning more about what they went through...blessings to you and yours!

"457 BG Deceased Buried - Rhone American Cem., FR."

Posted by Andy Reeves on 6/10/2007, 12:16 pm

Hi Alan. Are there any 457BG members buried at the Rhone Cemetery in Southern France. | recently visited
this beautiful spot and was asked to lay a wreath. There are a number of USAAF members buried there
however | did not have time to research units and names.There is a complete pictorial and history on the
military cemeteries web cite for those interested



Posted by Alan Morton on 6/10/2007, 4:23 pm, in reply to "457 BG Deceased Buried - Rhone American Cem.,
FR."

The best account Andy of those Air Force airmen buried at the Rhone Cemetery in Southern France is the
following web site:

http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries/cemeteries/rh_pict.pdf

A snippet from the above web site relates the following:

ON 15 AUGUST 1944 THE ALLIED FORCES LAUNCHED THEIR CAMPAIGN TO ASSIST THE NORMANDY
OPERATION AND LIBERATE SOUTHERN FRANCE. THE PREPARATORY AIR BOMBARDMENT HAD BEGUN IN JULY
AND HAD GROWN STEADILY IN INTENSITY. AS THE ASSAULT CONVOYS ASSEMBLED, THE U.S. TWELFTH AND
FIFTEENTH AIR FORCES STRUCK AT THE BEACH DEFENSES, AS WELL AS AT THE BRIDGES ASTRIDE THE RHONE
TO ISOLATE THE BATTLE AREA.

The James L. Bass trilogy entitled, "A Historical Account of the 457th Bomb Group (H) FAIT ACCOMPLI" includes
a section "The Lost and Missing" compiled from a composite of information supplied by the The American
Battle Monuments Commission, B. W. Bains, Roland O. Byers and Craig Harris. Both Byers and Harris were
Flying Officers with the 457th Bomb Group during WWII. "The Lost and Missing" includes a full breakdown of
all the cemeteries in England and on the European Continent proper.

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/10/2007, 9:12 pm, in reply to "Re: 457 BG Deceased Buried - Rhone American
Cem., FR."

As stated earlier ... The James L. Bass trilogy entitled, "A Historical Account of the 457th Bomb Group (H) FAIT
ACCOMPLI" includes a section "The Lost and Missing" compiled from a composite of information supplied by
the The American Battle Monuments Commission, B. W. Bains, Roland O. Byers and Craig Harris. Both Byers
and Harris were Flying Officers with the 457th Bomb Group during WWII. "The Lost and Missing" includes a full
breakdown of all the cemeteries in England and on the European Continent proper.

What | neglected to point out in the above statement is that "The Lost and Missing" lists each and every
"applicable" cemetery in the European Theater of Operations and the names of the Internees and the Date
Missing or Date of Death.

Additionally, the "Lost and Missing" section lists the Names, Date of Death and Place of Internment of those
former 457th BG servicemen buried in cemeteries in the United States as of the FAIT ACCOMPLI publication
date of 1995 ... if the aforementioned was forwarded to James L. Bass prior to publication.

Posted by Andy Reeves on 6/11/2007, 9:25 am, in reply to "Re: 457 BG Deceased Buried - Rhone American
Cem., FR."

Alan; Thanks for the info. As | said, | was asked to present a floural wreath accompanying USA Lt. Gen Bob
Graham9 USMA ( Class 1950) Retired,.He was a former commander of the VI US Army Corps which
spearheaded the S FR. invasion on night of 15 Aug, 44. Graham commanded the VI Corps in Germany for three
years. This Corps was responsable for defending the " FULDA GAP" during the cild war era

| will use your info to see if any of ours are there.

"Population of 457th Base"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/14/2007, 11:24 am
How may people populated the base? Were there any civilians and about how many? What was the ratio of
support staff to people who flew?

Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/14/2007, 12:02 pm, in reply to "Population of 457th Base"
How many people populated the base? Were there any civilians and about how many? What was the ratio of
support staff to people who flew?

Posted by Sheila on 6/14/2007, 5:10 pm, in reply to "Population of 457th Base"

Jerry,

In regards to civilians | assume you mean how many civilians were working with the 457th at Glatton, either
directly, or by contract.

As everyone knows who was based or lived there, the base was surrounded by the entire civilian population of
Conington village. And on the other side of the base there was Holme village



The house | was raised in was directly opposite many of the quonset huts. Smack bang in the middle of the
village.

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/14/2007, 8:51 pm, in reply to "Population of 457th Base"

Message modified by board administrator 6/14/2007, 9:01 pm

You might want to look at this old document. It was the original composition of the field but | don't think it
changed too much over the year and a half we were there.

Hap

Posted by Jerry Sale on 6/15/2007, 9:34 am, in reply to "Re: Population of 457th Base"
This is part of what | wanted. Do you remember any civilians woking on the base or was it all military?

"Plane S/N 43-38026"

Posted by Jean on 2/10/2006, 8:54 pm

i:-)

My Uncle John Palladina was shot down on Sept 28, 1944 | believe in the plane s/n 43-38026 piloted by
Charles J. Schultz. He was the radio operator. There is conflicting information about his death verses what |
have been able to find on line but - is there anyway | could find out what the name of this plane was.? | had
recieved info that it was "Mission Maid" but it can't be since that plane continued into action after Sept

28, 1944, His plane was definitlely lost. One man did escape however, his name apparantly was/is Lt Richard A.
Houghten.

Any info would be appreciated. He does still have 3 siblings living and a lot of nieces and nephews that have
heard many stories but nothing about him in the service.

Thank you for your time,

Jean Kilbourne

Posted by craig harris on 2/10/2006, 10:54 pm, in reply to "plane s/n 43-38026"

Jean, | hesitate to tell you this because you probably have already done it. If you will go back to the home
page, type 43-38026 in the search box, you will get 13 hits. The very first entry gives the mission narrative and
a list of the crew of 43-38026 and their fates. The aircraft was lost and apparently Houghton survived the
crash. None of my resources show any name for this a/c.

Wish | could tell you more. Best wishes. Craig

Posted by Richard Houghten on 6/15/2007, 7:25 pm, in reply to "Re: plane s/n 43-38026"

My father (who passed away 25 years ago) survived the loss of the plane and was a POW in Stalag Luft | until
the end of the ward. Sorry, | have no ther information about the flight other than my fathers comments that it
happened very quickly and he bailed out and was about 100-2000 feet from the plane when it exploded. He
saw one other parachuit but no knowledge of who made it out.

Richard Houghten Il

“Looking for Info on "High Box" B17-G”

Posted by Don on 11/14/2004, 11:53 pm

Hello | was looking for some information on a B-17 Crew that was shot down on 10/07/1944 over a bomb run
on Politz, Germany. On the back of the Photo the names are:

First Lieutenant: Staeeff "Mike Opps"

First Lieutenant: Nail "Navigator"

First Lieutenant: Lowery "Tail Gunner"

First lieutenant: Schloendarn "Bombardier"

First Lieutenant: Knydson "Air Commander"

First Lieutenant: Flannery "Pilot"

Staff Sargent: Petty "Waist Gunner"

Staff Sargent: Stourts "Radio Operations"

Staff Sargent: Lagosa "Engineer/Tur/Gunner

This B17 had only 9 for a crew mostly all officers. | belive that this Plane was named "High Box" (NOT SURE)
from the photo she does not have a belly turrent but the tail has the markings of the 457th BG. The letter that



| have dated 12/13/1944 says that Lt flannery's plane departed England on 10/07/1944 on a bomb run over
germany when his aircraft was the lead plane and was hit by antiaircraft, from observation from other aircraft
flannerys B17 took a direct hit in the nose section and fell into a flat dive, only 1 parachute was seen to emerge
from the plane. Another letter that | have from 1947 says that from captured german records, Lt Flannery's
plane was shot down by antiaircraft fire and crashed into the sea near Langenberg, nine miles north of Stettin,
germany. (53* 27' north latitude, 14* 33' east longitude). As per the quartermaster General office this crew is
listed as missing in action as of 6 may 1947. | wanted to know if anyone had information on this B17 and if the
name was "High Box" | cannot make out the serial number on the B17. but | belive this B17 was assigned to the
748th Sq of the 457Bomb Group. First Air Division, 94th Composite Bombardment Wing. Thank you for any
information you can provide.

Posted by Willard Reese on 11/15/2004, 9:46 am, in reply to "Looking for Info on "

Go to the home page and enter "Flannery" (without the quotes) in the search box. You will find considerable
information on this crew and this mission.

Hap

Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Narratives/MA133.HTML

Posted by Don on 11/15/2004, 8:35 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for Info on "High Box" B17-G"
Thank yoy very much, is there a way to find out what the name of this aircraft was? from the crew photo it
looks to be "High Box" but not sure. can you help?

Posted by Willard Reese on 11/15/2004, 9:52 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for Info on "

The aircraft they were flying that day was S/N 42-97638 named "Follow Me" from the 749th Squadron.
| hope this information helps to complete what you've already accumulated.

Willard

Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/FATE/RLO4.HTML

Posted by Don on 11/16/2004, 10:25 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for Info on "

Thank You So Very Much, this really heppled me alot. Lt. Flannery is a cousion (By Blood) on my mothers side
of the family. | was doing some genealogy and | came across some photo's and military papers with his name
on them. most are from the 8th air force, missing in action, KIA, and so forth. The photo that | have must have
been from a different bomb run, because it also says on the back: Kassel, Germany Bomb Run, October 2nd,
1944, came home with heavy flak dammage with two engines running. So mabe he had to change planes due
to the damage on his | would think? because the crew list is different than the one he flew when he was killed,
except for four crew members that came with him from the Kassel run. when | mention the planes name might
be High Box because it is also written in the upper right hand corner "HIGH BOX" so | went from this
information. So | could be wrong. Again thank you.

Posted by Joe Toth on 5/5/2005, 12:02 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for Info on "High Box" B17-G"

Don - After many months of viewing this request of yours about High Box, | do not believe the answers you
received are quite correct.

The term, "High Box" is the position in the formation that your cousin was flying at that time. There is also a
term "Low Box" position, etc. If you are interested, | may have or be able to locate the track formation showing
high box in which your cousin flew.

Posted by Don on 6/17/2007, 7:55 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for Info on "High Box" B17-G"
Thank you very much | would be interested in the track formation of my cousion aircraft "Follow Me".

"Clifford Brown, gunner"

Posted by LtCol Jeff Church on 6/17/2007, 3:25 pm

If anyone is looking for gunner Clifford C Brown he is alive and still married to his wife of many years living in
Riverside, CA. I'm told he is not the type for reunions. Ironically | recently met a man named Bob working at a
Walmart in Reno (he noted my USAF shirt) He was in the other group in the 94th: the 351st and he told me he
was a gunner too.



Posted by Alan Morton on 6/17/2007, 11:56 pm, in reply to "Clifford Brown, gunner"

Hi Jeff ...

I've read a lot of postings on the 457th BG web site but never seen this type of Message Board posting before.
Why? It goes no where. So, since | live in Fullerton, CA | decided to run down Clifford C. Brown. | found his
telephone number and called him, and explained my call. Clifford does not have a computer and really has
little interest in the existance of our web site, which | told him about. A really nice type of guy who is married
with six children (I'd bet my bottom dollar his kids would love to know about our web site). Turns out Lt. Col.
Jeff Church is a friend of one of his sons ... so Clifford tells me.

There is nothing obviously mentioned about S/Sgt Clifford C. Brown on our web site Roster ... but after some
research | found he was a Tail Gunner on B-17's and flew with the ...

Pilot Oliver G. Burgess, Jr Flight Crew (749th Bomb Squadron)

Albert V. Teutschel, Jr

Louis Pike

John E. Elwood

Aldo Molestatore

Richard C. Weaver

Robert J. Burke

Clifford C. Brown

C. T. Snyder

Jeff, you might suggest to his son that he look up our web site.

Cheers, Alan Morton

"Plane #s for Jerome (Jerry) A. Sobjek"

Posted by Joe Shea on 7/22/2006, 9:29 pm

| keep trying to put my Dad's record together, and came across his name on several missions under the loading
list. It looks like he was the #2 pilot in some, and #1 in later missions. | have a question about the plane #s in
the loading lists. They are 3 digit numbers. By any chance do they cross to the long set of numbers on the
aircraft data base? If so, I'm hoping more and more that plane #706 may have been his "Ramblin' Gamblers".
Just interested, that's all. Thanks for this great site.

Posted by Mike Burgess on 7/25/2006, 4:08 pm, in reply to "Plane #s for Jerome (Jerry) A. Sobjek"
| found your dad's name on 5 missions.

#33 in what | think is Plane # 42-32079 Jayhawk / Delayed Lady I

#36 in what | think is Plane # 42-31706 Slow but sure.

#40 The same as #33

#41 The same as #36

#49 in Plane 692. | did not find the name for this plane.

The first 2 planes were assigned to Squad. 749 which would be the correct Squad.

Good luck with your search.

Posted by Joseph Shea on 6/18/2007, 10:54 pm, in reply to "Re: Plane #s for Jerome (Jerry) A. Sobjek"
Thanks. A lot more missions can now be identified that my dad, Jerome Sobjek flew on, the first few as co-
pilot, and the rest as pilot. Basically he flew every mission listed from mission 33 through mission 99. Now I'm
curious if he flew the historic mission #100? And | wish | could still identify which plane was the one named
'Ramblin' Gamblers' Thanks

"457th BG Leather A2 Jacket on Ebay"

Posted by Eric Zemper on 6/22/2007, 8:31 pm

Currently, there is a leather A2 jacket from the 457th (751st Bomb Squad) on Ebay. The name Felix Kramer is
on the name tag. Looks genuine to me. It can be seen at: http://cgi.ebay.com/8th-AAF-A-2-A2-Patched-
Bomber-Jacket-ldd-457th-
BG_W0QQitemZ170124422392QQihZ007QQcategoryZ4729QQssPageNameZWDVWQQrdZ1QQcmdzZViewltem
-Eric Zemper

Posted by Andy Reeves on 6/23/2007, 10:50 am, in reply to "457th BG Leather A2 Jacket on Ebay"



Very interesting.l was fortunate enough to hve 2 A2 jackets, my USAAF issued one and one that | bought prior
to Aviation Cadet Training while | wa learning to fly at Spartan School of Aero at Tulsa Ok. | had duplicate
patches made at Glatton and put on the 2nd jacket when home. I still have the USAAF jacket but | sold the
older one from Spartan to some collector who advertizez in Flying Mags and various VA interest pubs. The
collector paid me in exces of $700.00 for what it is worth. Thought that someone would be interested. This
one was in near pristine condition.

Posted by Willard Reese on 6/23/2007, 2:05 pm, in reply to "Re: 457th BG Leather A2 Jacket on Ebay"

In checking out this jacket name in our loading list and database, | found that we never had a Felix Kamer fly
with the 457th.

If you note the Nametag is a newer looking leather and is in two colors (blue and silver). | have one of these
namepltags and it has no color.

Otherwise the jacket looks authentically 457th. This is not a criticism of the ad but only an observation.

| emailed the seller with this observation and this is his response:

"I think you may be onto something as | have also not been able to locate this soldier in the 457th database.
Looking at the stitching on the nametag it doesn't look that old. You are also right in saying that the nametag
doesn't appear to be vintage 1940's. This jacket came out of the "woodwork" from an old estate. | believe it
was never purposely altered in order to deceive. The rest of the jacket is completely original, but | wouldn't
put any bets on the originality of the name. The nametag may be Vietnam era by the looks of it."

Posted by Eric Zemper on 6/23/2007, 3:29 pm, in reply to "Re: 457th BG Leather A2 Jacket on Ebay"

Since there are two people listed on the 457th roster with the last name of Kramer, it may be possible that this
jacket was handed down to a son who added his own name tag to it later? A blacklight test on the nametag
would help to settle the question as to if it was applied pre or post WWII.

-Eric Zemper

"Fate Vincent L. Frost"

Posted by Pete James on 5/29/2007, 12:19 am
I'm wondering if anyone knows the fate of POW Lt.
Vincent L. Frost.

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/10/2007, 10:04 pm, in reply to "Fate"

You're going to have to provide much more information to us Pete, if you expect the web site to be of help to
you! All that | know about Vincent L. Frost was that he was a Pilot with the 751st Bomb Squadron, 457th Bomb
Group.

Now, you tell us what your relationship with former POW 2nd Lt. V. Frost. | do know he and his crew were
assigned the Crew Number C285.

Are you aware of the circumstances as to when he was taken Prisoner, the Mission and Target and Date
thereof? Do you have any photos of him and his crew. Do you know the the names and positions each flew on
the aircraft?

Did you know him after the War's end? Are you his age? I've answered your query .. now it's your turn, Pete.
We need Facts to answer Fate!

Cheers, Alan Morton

Posted by Pete James on 6/10/2007, 11:34 pm, in reply to "Re: Fate"

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your responce, forgive me for the lack of info. My interest has to do more with the B-17 he was
flying. My father, Stuart B. James flew in the 457th bg/751st bs in the B-17 named Home James. I'm trying to
figure out if it is the same plane that Lt. Vincent L. Frost went down in on mission #104- date Aug. 06, 1944-
target-Genshagen. | know the serial # of my dads plane was 42-97131. | can't get a letter of seperation

on my dad because of the fire in the records room. | thought maybe if | could figure out when Lt. Frost took
over the plane, | might have a better idea when my dad came home.

Again thank you for your time.

Pete B. James



Posted by Alan Morton on 6/11/2007, 12:04 pm, in reply to "Re: Fate"

As you surmised Pete, plane 42-97131, "Home James" also known as aircraft #131 was the aircraft Lt. Vincent
L. Frost was flying that "fateful" day.

Thanks for the detailed information you provided!

If you are referring to the Military Record Facility that burned to the ground with ALL of our duty and medical
records in St. Louis, MO in the 1970's. | can relate to that. My records went up in smoke too and the VA won't
acknowledge any claims without the records.

Cheers, Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/11/2007, 5:36 pm, in reply to "Re: Fate"

Just a reminder:

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html

It might be worth reminding any and all servicemen and servicewomen currently serving in the U.S. Armed
Forces to make copies of any and all military records, especially Health records before you leave the services
and return to civilian life. Why? Because you'll need copies of these records to validate your claim that your
impaired health to the Department of Veterans Affairs ... was Service Connected! Odds are there will not be
another devastating fire; and you won't be challenged! But, it's nice to have your own personal records to back
up your claims 40 or 50 years from now! Many of us WWII types don't.

Posted by Andy Reeves on 6/23/2007, 10:37 am, in reply to "Re: Fate"

Hi Alan.Cant sress the importance of saving all records for years ongoing. | did not have a hospital record of my
wound that attested to my purple heart . This was necessary when my consideration for CRSC award came up.
My Congressional Rep, Mrs Ginny Brown Wait contacted the national records center and low and behold, the
Glatton record came up. This resulted in my award. As the old saying goes" Save your Confederate Money
boys, it might be worth something someday".

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/25/2007, 1:54 pm, in reply to "Re: Fate"

VERY IMPORTANT: The process of preparing a detailed "Health Claim to the VA" is laborious and very slow ...
once you have collected and validated your claim data." | remember the individual in the VA saying ..."it will be
approximately two (2) years before your claim is looked at because of the back-log of claims being considered
by the VA."

Just to make certain | would have some recourse after this long wait, | sent my Claim to the VA by "Certified
Mail" AND asked for a "Signed Receipt."

Why all the above trouble? Because, after waiting over two years, | called the VA headquarters in Los Angeles
and was told ... "We have no record of your Claim." My reply was, "You may not have any record of my two
year old claim ... but, | do, | have a signed and dated receipt from the Los Angeles VA district office." The cost
of this signed USPostOffice receipt is pennies AND it was a life saver. | was asked to FAX my VA-signed receipt
and lo and behold, the filed two year old Claim was FOUND. FATE ACCOMPLI!

Cheers, the best of health and good luck to ALL former and present United States Service Men and Women!

“Information on ac 42-32086”

Posted by Dale Rockwood on 6/28/2007, 4:29 pm

| am creating a painting of Lt. Malcolm with nose art "you never know" can you please let me know what color
strip was on her tail. My client wants to show two aircraft. tail42-97062 with J on tail. other aircraft 42-32086
with noseart "YOU NEVER KNOW"is in forground of painting. | need to know the specifics of each aircraft in
order to present this project accurately. If you need my address please let me know. Thank you.D Rockwood

"Addresses needed"

Posted by Errin on 2/10/2005, 1:50 pm

Dear everybody,

I am looking for the addresses of the following persons: Clement W. Kelsey and Rupert L. Phipps. | know Phipps
died in 1984 but | would still like to speak to his family.

Thanks a million,

Errin



Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 7/1/2007, 11:26 pm, in reply to "Addresses needed"
I'm Rupert L. Phipps' daughter. What do you need?

“Grandfather Hershel Street”

Posted by Brent Caldon on 7/3/2007, 1:32 am

looking for information on my grandfather.

Hello, I'm looking for information on my grandfather Hershel Street. He passed away back in 1998. He told
stories of being a radio operater on B-17s flying out of England during World War 2, but wasn't specific as to
what unit he served with. He told of being shot down over France late in the war, and making his way through
enemy territory to the US lines. He had a very nasty scar on his left leg from that incident.

| have talked to my uncle, and was told that my grandfather was a radar operator, and wasn't assigned to a
specific crew because the planes didn't all have radar. | don't know how accurate this is though.

Recently, | came across my grandfather's discharge papers, and it listed him as a member of the 751st
Bombardment Squadron. This is the first solid lead | have found as to what unit he served with. If anyone has
any information about Hershel Street, from California, I'd appreciate it. Thanks,

Brent Caldon

“HAPPY 4th OF JULY”

Posted by Eric Brumby on 7/4/2007, 3:22 am
TO all our friends across the pond...HAPPY 4th OF JULY. have a great day.
eric and annie

"Bubble sextants"

Posted by Allen Rodakowski on 6/23/2007, 7:31 pm

| have several bubble sextants and was wanting to ask any bomber navigators what was the most often bubble
sextant used in the B-17 during the second world war.

| would also think that the sextants could have considerable value since artifacts of world war two are getting
pretty rare. Thanks

Posted by Claude on 7/5/2007, 12:53 pm, in reply to "Bubble sextants"
Museum.

Posted by Allen Rodakowski on 7/6/2007, 7:39 pm, in reply to "Re: Bubble sextants"

Thanks for the information. | guess taking an average of 10 readings on a bouncing bomber is not so easy.
Pilotage and dead reckoning must have been the perferred way. | find those bubble sextants interesting
though. Allen

“Newsletter and Reunion Information”

Posted by Nancy Toth on 7/9/2007, 8:04 pm

Newsletters will be mailed Wednesday or Thursday, depending on when the printer finishes them and gets
them to me. | have sent copies of the Reunion Registration page and Secretary's Information page to Willard
Reese to post on the website for advance registrations. Any questions about the Reunion, call George Grau at
1-251-####. Questions about the newsletter, call me at 1-719-####. | would appreciate knowing when
newsletters are received, so please drop me an email when you get yours: ####@comcast.net.

There was no March newsletter. Nancy

"457th BG Book"

Posted by Scott Ramsey on 7/14/2007, 2:22 pm
Good day to all,



I am wondering if anyone knows if there was ever a book published on the 457th BG, and if so what the best
one is titled? | have been looking and only could find one, 'The Fireball Outfit' by Ken Bakerbrough. | would
appreciate any information on this and if anyone knows of an art print that represents the Bomb Group?
Thank you

Posted by Claude (Sully) Sullivan on 7/15/2007, 5:27 pm, in reply to "457th BG Book"

Hi, Scott.

| have 5 (five) 457th Bomb Group Books...

1. "Black Puff Polly" by Roland Byers

2. "Flak Dodger" by Roland Byers

3. "Fait Accompli I" by Homer Briggs and James Bass

4. "Fait Accompli Il" by James Bass

5. "Fait Accompli IlI" by James Bass

| do not know if any of these are still in print. | hope someone can answer this question for you.
Sully

"Bill Stanton"

Posted by jim stanton on 7/20/2007, 11:52 pm

Looking for anyone who flew with Sgt. Bill Stanton - radio man. He was my father. He flew over Germany in
1944. 1 don't remember his squadron or where exactly he was stationed, but can get that information.

Jim Stanton

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/21/2007, 8:22 pm, in reply to "Bill Stanton"

Hilim ...

Go to the "HOME PAGE" of this web site. Scroll all the way down this page until you come to a blank white
rectangle followed by a statement "Website Search." Type in one word only in the rectangle ... Stanton. Then,
hit the Search Button. Voila .... there's all the information on your Dad!

Cheers, Alan Morton

"Why a P-51 Mustang with a Triangle U on its vertical

stabilizer?"

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/11/2007, 9:06 pm

Eric Zemper, a young WWII aviation historian/enthusiast sent me a beautiful photo of a North American
Aviation P-51 Mustang with a black triangle U painted on its vertical stabilizer Since this icon is the specific
markings of the 457th Bomb Group (H) B-17 Aircraft, the question is ... why, when and where was this fighter
aircraft included in the Glatton Air Base inventory, if ever? Does anyone ever remember seeing this aircraft? If
so, what was its assigned function?

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/13/2007, 9:42 pm, in reply to "Why a P-51 Mustang with a Triangle U on its
vertical stabilizer?"

Well, true to form ... the 8th Air Force Fighter Aircraft have their own icons of identification. And, since the
Bomber Groups use the same geometric forms and alphabet as the Fighter Groups it's only natural that there
would be a few similarities and duplication of the symbols used for quick identification.

The P-51 Fighter Aircraft in question is the only one of a series of Fighter Aircraft that use black triangle on the
vertical stabilizer. This particular P-51 happens to use the white letter U in its black triangle center.

To see the myriad of identification call-letter icons on 8th Air Force Fighter
Aircraft:http://www.littlefriends.co.uk

Cheers

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/16/2007, 8:59 am, in reply to "Re: Why a P-51 Mustang with a Triangle U on its
vertical stabilizer?"

| follwed the link in your mail message and could find no other P-51's with a letter marking on its tail. | found
only numbers and various color and painted paterns. Did | miss something?



Posted by Peter Randall on 7/19/2007, 6:43 am, in reply to "Re: Why a P-51 Mustang with a Triangle U on its
vertical stabilizer?"

8th AF fighter units used the geometric signs of square, triangle and circle to differentiate the three squadrons
within the individual fighter group; unlike the bomber units who used the symbols to indicate the Bomb
Division. Not all fighter units used this system and in fact its use died out after a while, but if you check the
20th, 55th and 364th FG pages on my Littlefriends web site, you will see illustrations of what | am talking
about. The "U" in a triangle therefore only indicated the particular a/c within the squadron and not the unit as
a whole. Hope this helps clear things up for you.

Link: Little Friends web site

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/23/2007, 8:44 am, in reply to "Re: Why a P-51 Mustang with a Triangle U on its
vertical stabilizer?"

So as an example the 20th Flight Group, 55th Squad had a trinagle for a symbol and they put it on the tail of
the A/C. Then the particular plane may have been designated using a U in the triangle. Is this correct? Did all
planes in a flight group that used a symbol put the symbol on the tail?

Posted by Jerry Sale on 7/25/2007, 9:07 am
I'm coming to the bomb group reunion in November and will be flying. Where is the closest airport?

"Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola”

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/30/2007, 2:07 pm, in reply to "Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola"
Jerry ...

Suggest you copy your Message title, "Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola" and bring up Google. Then
paste in your query "Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola" and in seconds you'll have many specific
answer(s) to your question.

Cheers, Alan

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/31/2007, 5:39 pm, in reply to "Re: Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola"
Jerry ...

| should know better than to put the following title in quotes. Never add quotes!

What | should have suggested you type is the following only: Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola

When you add the quotes to the title it creates an entirely different title as far as the Google is concerned ...
and no cigar!

Sorry!

Cheers ... Alan

Posted by Scott Ramsey on 7/30/2007, 11:13 pm, in reply to "Closest Commercial Airport - Pensacola"

Mr. Sale, there is also an airport in Fort Walton. | would think you would be able to fly in there as many flights
take off from there. | live in Panama City, about an hour away, and people drive there since the fares are
cheaper to fly out there. Please contact me if | can be more help. Here is the website if you would like to get
more information.

http://flyvps.com/

"Alfred Thoman Jr crew, 749"

Posted by richard gibbs on 7/29/2007, 4:44 pm

this crew was in our hut in the 749th squadron. we trained with them in ardmore okla. i was gunner on dale
jeffers crew. this crew was flying during june and july of 1944. when they had around 18 missions the crew was
split up and William Morrow was made a lead navigator and finally got shot down at politz. Think the rest of
the crew was sent back to states or transferred some place. anyway they left our hut. i have never seen any of
them on the roster except for William Morrow. also have never seen anything on the roll of honor. just
seemed to have vanished into thin air. does anyone have any memories of his crew?

Posted by Alan Morton on 7/31/2007, 7:04 pm, in reply to "Alfred Thoman Jr crew, 749"
Suggest everyone read the following Short Story by Richard Gibbs
that's posted on this web site. Just click on the following URL:



http://www.457thbombgroup.org/New/Recollections/Anecdotes/Isolation.html
Talk about "Isolation!"

"Death of Earl Nathan Pledger"

Posted by Bob Kerr on 7/24/2007, 2:05 pm

Earl N. Pledger of Danville, Arkansas passed away 06 March 2006. Earl was the right waist gunner on B-17 tail
#23568 stationed at Glatton and was severely injured by flak over Paris on 20 May 1944 after 19 missions. Earl
was 88 when he passed away.

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/6/2007, 4:56 pm, in reply to "Death of Earl Nathan Pledger"

Hi Bob ...

| transmitted the newspaper clippings you sent on Earl to Hap Reese, the 457th Bomb Group web master. He
in turn will send the Obituary clippings on to the Editor of the 457th Bomb Group Newsletter, Nancy Henrich.
Then, one your clippings may appear in the next 457th BG Association Newsletter sent to all 457th Bomb
Group Association, Incorporated members.

Additionally, at the 457th BG November Reunion in Florida a formal "Special Service reading will be held for all
those 457th Bomb Group servicemen and servicewomen that expired" since the previous Reunion. This
function is a sacred part of every Reunion.

Best regards to you and yours.

"Loading Lists and S2 (Intellegence) Personnel"

Posted by Eric Zemper on 6/24/2007, 4:43 pm

Having done a search through the Loading Lists, | could not find that my Grandfather Duane Zemper was listed.
He was part of the S2 personnel with the 457th and had flown many missions. | don't have a copy of his log
book here, but as | recall it had about 20 missions or so. Were the S2 personnel not an "official" member of
any crew and therefore not listed in the Loading Lists?

Thank You - Eric Zemper

Posted by Eric Zemper on 8/6/2007, 9:20 pm, in reply to "Loading Lists and S2 (Intellegence) Personnel"

| have been informed that the S2 unit was not a part of the 457th, but under a seperate chain of command
operating within the 457th. Therefore, it would not be in any of the official administrative records of the
457th, including the loading lists. This would also explain why my Grandfather is not mentioned on the roster
of this site that lists all the men who flew missions with the 457th, despite having flown several missions with
them.

Also, the log book mentioned in my previous post now appears to be a partial log book only for the missions
that S2 flew on, not specific to any S2 member. | was told that the missions flown by specific members of S2
and the aircraft they flew on were considered top secret at the time and the information they contained were
not to be released. Does anyone know if these records of S2 personnel are now available and if so, where to
get them?

Thanks - Eric Zemper

"U. S. Armed Forces personnel vs the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs"

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/28/2007, 12:27 pm

The US Department of Veterans Affairs provides patient care and federal benefits to veterans and their
dependents. Sixty-five years ago when WWII ended, Xerox machines had not been invented yet. The
consequence, in 1945 it was difficult U. S. Armed Forces personnel to obtain copies their military service and
health records for their personal retention. Accordingly, Veterans had to depend on the Government
repository in St. Louis, MO to validate individual Service Personnel ... alas the fire in 1973 wiped out most of
these records.

See: http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/fire-1973.html



Today, WWII Veterans sixty-five (65) years later are in their 80's plus. Additionally, Korean, Viet Nam, Desert
Storm and now Iragi Wars are on the books. Additionally, military injured personnel are overwhelming the VA
and Government Hospitals today.

The purpose of the above is to alert all current Military Personnel (present and past) to build up their military
records with copies thereof BEFORE they leave the Services.

Here's an example of problems | personally ran into with the VA:

It might be worth reminding any and all servicemen and servicewomen currently serving in the U.S. Armed
Forces to make copies of any and all military records, especially Health records before you leave the services
and return to civilian life. Why? Because you'll need copies of these records to validate your claim that your
impaired health to the Department of Veterans Affairs ... was Service Connected! Odds are there will not be
another devastating fire; and you won't be challenged! But, it's nice to have your own personal records to back
up your claims 40 or 50 years from now! Many of we WWII types didn't.

The process of preparing a detailed "Health Claim to the VA" is laborious and slow ... once you have collected
and validated your claim data." | remember eight year ago the individual in the VA telling me ..."it will be
approximately two (2) years before your claim is looked at because of the back-log of claims being considered
by the VA."

Just to make certain | would have some recourse after this long wait, | sent my Claim to the VA by "Certified
Mail" AND asked for a "Signed Receipt."

Why all the above trouble? Because, after waiting over two years, | called the VA headquarters in Los Angeles
and was told ... "We have no record of your Claim." My reply was, | do, | have a signed and dated receipt from
the Los Angeles VA district office.” The cost of this signed USPostOffice receipt is pennies AND it was a life
saver. | was asked to FAX my VA-signed receipt and lo and behold, the filed two year old Claim was FOUND.
Cheers, the best of health and good luck to ALL former and present United States Service Men and Women!
Alan Morton

Posted by Joe Shea on 8/7/2007, 2:01 am, in reply to "U. S. Armed Forces personnel vs the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs"

| understand your frustration. My wife has run up on the same problems. Unfortunately, her medical record
was lost while she was still active duty. Injuries she received in the first 10 years of her service disappeared,
including a tumble down the stairs while on duty (Dislocated elbow)

She is in the VA system, and was recently upgraded to 20%, and does receive good care. It's just that her arm
does bother her, limits her moblity with it, and that is not covered.

“The War" Documentary by Ken Burns and the 457th"

Posted by Eric Zemper on 8/1/2007, 9:24 pm

Hello- I'm sure many of you will be watching the documentary "The War" by Ken Burns starting next month on
PBS. | wanted to inform everyone here that Duane Zemper (former 457th S2 Officer) may be appearing on the
documentary. The Ken Burns crew spent a day filming interviews with him back in February. They did not say
for sure if he will or will not make the final cut, so we will have to wait and see if he will make an appearance
on the documentary.

The attached picture is of Duane Zemper with a member of the local PBS station, posing with an emmy the PBS
station won for a documentary.

-Eric Zemper

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/4/2007, 3:12 pm, in reply to “The War" Documentary by Ken Burns and the
457th"

| had been in touch with Eric Zemper (Duane Zemper's Grandson) earlier this year regarding the 457th BG
Mission Loading lists. Eric had then sent the following photos of Duane Zemper during WWII that seem
apropos now to see a young military intelligence S2 Officer aviator in action at the time.

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/7/2007, 10:02 pm, in reply to "Re: "The War" Documentary by Ken Burns and the
457th"

Here are a few photos of Duane Zemper as he looked when he resided in the 457 and as he looks today.

Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/new/Zemper.html



“Cecil Craig Harris passed away Monday”

Posted by Alan Morton on 8/9/2007, 12:39 pm

Message modified by board administrator 8/9/2007, 8:34 pm Cecil Craig Harris' Death

Former Past President of the 457th Bomb Group Association Cecil Craig Harris passed away Monday, August 6,
2007 at Duke University Hospital.

Services for Cecil Craig Harris were held Wednesday, August 8, 2007 at the Howerton-Bryan Funeral Home
followed by graveside services at Markham Memorial Gardens, Durham, NC.

You will need to open this file with Adobe's PDF

Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/untitled 8.pdf

"Looking for 457th Veterans' comments for a book

project.”

Posted by Paul Kelly on 3/12/2007, 11:52 am

Hi everyone,

| am a new UK member to the site, and [as elsewhere explained] | am currently writing a book about the Ed
Dozier/Don Snow crew & 'Miss Ida' crash on Apr 5th 1945.

There are many research aspects to the project, however one aspect | am trying to re-create and am currently
lacking is actual personal knowledge of the crew'a actual personalities, ie what were they like, what was their
likes & dislikes that type of thing, it's so | can build up an character impresion for the reader, and show them
these men were real and not just numbers so to speak.

| have already received some wonderful contributions from Ken blakeborough, Willard Reese, John Pearson,
and Craig Harris for which | am very grateful for, | would like to offer and request any other veterans who are
willing and able to please contribute their own thoughts so | can make the best possible attempt at this and
remember the men in the correct light.

As a reminder the crew names were:-

Lt Donald B Snow

Maj Edward Dozier

Lt James P Guyot

Cpt William J Meng

Lt Harry G Vaal

Lt Herbert L Stempler

Sgt Joseph E Adams

Sgt Robert W Pinckney

Sgt Robert L Todd

Lt Jack E Taifer

Please respond in private to myself ####@aol.com, | would also appreciate your own rank and grade to
include with the quote,[ie Lt - Navigator] thank you very much in advance, all replies are very much
appreciated, a copy of the finished book will of course be donated to the organisation and be made available
to all members.

Posted by Donna Ryen on 8/14/2007, 9:34 pm, in reply to "Looking for 457th Veterans' comments for a book
project."

Hi Paul:

I am a TV producer working on a documentary segment for PBS for WFUM Michigan Television. We will air
locally alongside the wKen Burn's series on the WAR. Our 15 minute piece is profiling an interview with Duane
Zemper. He tells of his conversation with the Bombardier before he helped push him up into the plane "miss
Ida" on April 05, 1945. | have a lot more information - Duane was the guy who discovered William Meng's eyes
blinking in the mud. | have been searching for William Meng. Do you have any leads? And do you have any
photos?

| will be happy to send you a copy of the show. Duane was a photo officer with the 457th in the intelligence
section.

Please contact me at my email address.

By the way. Willard Reese has been so helpful! Thanks. Donna



Posted by Paul Kelly on 8/15/2007, 8:04 am, in reply to "Re: Looking for 457th Veterans' comments for a book
project."

HI Donna, thank you very much for the response | will contact you to progress further, it sounds like you have
some exceptionally interesting information to share which of course will be reciprocated as | have gathered
quite a bit myself over the past 2 years.

| believe William Meng passed in 2005, however I'm not sure of his resting place, and there are a number of
photographs of him available on this very site which permission for use would have to be obtained from web
master Willard Reese, who was also very helpful to myself when | started looking for information for my
research, [many thanks again Willard].

Thanks Donna, I'll be in touch - Paul.

Posted by Donna Ryen on 8/15/2007, 5:09 pm, in reply to "Re: Looking for 457th Veterans' comments for a
book project."

Hello Paul.

I'll look forward hearing from you when you return. | talked with Zemp today and told him about our emails. |
will also contact Willard to see if he can direct me to William Meng's photos on the website if | cannot find
them - thanks again - Donna -

Below are 2 web links to the project.

Front Page - Livingston County Press and Argus (Wednesday -April 15,

2007)

http://www.livingstondaily.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070815/NEW

S01/708150333/1002

Newsletter: Howell Library August 2007.

Livingston County:

http://www.howelllibrary.org/newsletter/news_current.pdf

“Looking for a Reunion Photo(s) - Bill Meng -748"”

Posted by Donna Ryen on 8/19/2007, 9:08 am

I am looking for a photo of Bill (William JP) Meng taken at the reunions he attended. He may also be in the the
748th squadron Group Photo.

It is my understanding that Bill attended the 1999 reunion at Gettysburg and perhaps '96/'97 reunion
stateside.

Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you. Donna

“2008 reunion at Glatton”

Posted by Charles Alexander on 7/29/2007, 6:22 pm

A few weeks ago there was a box on the website that mentioned a possible 2008 reunion at Glatton. Can't find
it now. Also saw something in the last newsletter about it. For planning purposes | need to know the proposed
dates.

My father-in-law, Clifton R. Smith, was a co-pilot with the 457BG/750bs from January 1945 through the end of
the war. My wife and | will be attending the 2007 reunion and would like to attend the 2008 Glatton reunion.
Thanks

Posted by Will Fluman on 7/31/2007, 9:49 pm, in reply to "2008 Reunion?"

Pleased to know you are planning to join us on our RETURN TO GLATTON in 2008. Our reunions in
Peterborough are always over the Memorial Day week-end so that we can attend the Memorial Service at the
Cambridge American Cemetery. The dates in 2008 will be Saturday, May 24, to Wednesday, May 28. Look
forward to seeing you there.

Posted by Donna Alexander on 8/4/2007, 12:08 am, in reply to "Re: 2008 Reunion?"

Thank you for responding. My dad was a pilot with the 457th. | went to Peterborough and Glatton with him
before he died (1990) and am very much looking forward to a return. My sister and | are also planning to be in
Pensacola in November. Donna Alexander

(daughter of Lt. Clifton Smith)



Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 8/21/2007, 1:45 pm, in reply to "Re: 2008 Reunion?"

Many thanks for this information.

My father, Lt. Rupert L. Phipps, was a navigator-bombardier with the 749th squadron of the 457th. I'm
thinking about coming to the 2007 reunion in Pensacola in hopes of meeting someone who knew my father.
I've also been planning to go to England and visit Glatton, but now will include the 2008 reunion in those plans.
I'm so happy to have discovered this message board!

Carole Ann

“B-17 A/C 42-102905"

Posted by Daniel on 8/27/2007, 6:16 am

Have been doing some tracing of the missions wich 42-102905 particpated in. Found the following page in the
narratives section.http://www.457thbombgroup.org/NARRATIVES/MA148.HTML

According to this #905 participated in mission no148 the 16th November 1944. This is wrong because at this
time #905 was in Sweden. It forcelanded Oct 7th 1944 and was later scrapped after donating parts to a 351st
aircraft.

"Americans RAF/RCAF/ USAAF WWII"

Posted by Wally Fydenchuk on 10/8/2005, 10:56 pm

| am researching US citizens who served with the RCAF and RAF during WWII. After Pearl Harbor, many would
transfer to the USAAF.

| believe Arthur Tieman (457 BG) was ex RCAF. Any information would be appreciated.

Please contact: ####@hotmail.com

Posted by richard Mitchell on 8/28/2007, 4:17 pm, in reply to "Americans RAF/RCAF/ USAAF WWII"

| am trying to contact Don Vogle who served with 268 Squadron raf and transferred to the US airforce. He was
shot down over france, south of the Falaise Gap shortly after D-Day 1944 and "walked out" with the help of
the french "underground".

understand he is still alive and living in the USA.

| served on 268 Squadron from November 1942 until March 1945, with a three month "break" in mid-1944.
Can you post this message as | would like to contact Don.

RJF Mitchell, DFC

S/Ldr (Ret'd)

Posted by WPF on 6/25/2013, 4:05 pm, in reply to "Re: Americans RAF/RCAF/ USAAF WWII"
Don Vogel died April 2, 1999

"Planning a visit to Glatton Field"

Posted by Brian Salo on 8/28/2007, 7:38 pm

My father, Lt ElImer A Salo (deceased 1988), was a Bombadier with the 751st during the summer of 1944. | will
be going to London in October 2007 and am planning to spend a few days in the area of Glatton Field. If my
father was still alive | would have asked him what sites | should visit. As he has passed | will ask the 457th
membership if they can suggest sites to see, places to stay, etc. Thank you. Brian Salo

Posted by George Pobgee on 8/30/2007, 5:54 am, in reply to "Planning a visit to Glatton Field"
Brian

| have sent you a separate e.mail, please contact me.

George

“Morse Code Key”

Posted by Rod Peterson on 9/1/2007, 8:01 am

From the "I should have asked my father when he was alive" department. Recently | was doing some internet
surfing regarding "telegraph" keys, a couple different versions of which I've had for some time (I am also a ham
radio operator). The most common key one sees is called a J-38 and they are everywhere.



Growing up, naturally that's the kind of key | figured my father (Les Peterson, R/O, 750th) would have used.
Now I'm not so sure. | now have the impression the J-38 was more of a training key (Radio School, Scott Field,
IL, modern identifier BLV), and my guess is something more substantial might have been used in the actual
aircraft.

So, any old B-17 radio ops around who can answer the question in my dad's stead, | would like to know.
Thanks.

Rod Peterson (K4QG)

Link: woodbutcher.net

“Info on Earl F. Saucer”

Posted by Eric Cornelius on 9/2/2007, 12:55 pm

I am looking for any information that anyone may have on my grandfather Earl F. Saucer. He was killed in a
training mission on Dec 23, 1943. | have read the narrative of the accident and know that one member of the
crew was not on board the plane when it took off. His name is T.J. Shields. | am looking for any information
about the man that my family has never known.

Thank you, Eric Cornelius

"Ben W. McChesney, 457th, 749th Squadron”

Posted by Kit McChesney on 9/2/2007, 2:05 pm

My father, Ben W. McChesney, passed away on July 23, 2007. He was part of the 748th squadron, and flew 35
missions out of Glatton with the 457th. On his first mission he flew in the tail gunner position, on mission 148,
on November 16, 1944. He completed his 35 missions with 214, March 21, 1945. His crew members (he served
as tail gunner on one mission under Lt. Richard B. Fitzhugh; co-pilot on 17 missions with Lt. Wayne B. Tweten;
co-pilot on one mission with pilot Lt. Victor F. Pfendler; co-pilot on two missions with Lt. Josey H. Nelson; co-
pilot with Lt. Edmund W. Hubard, Jr.; navigator on one mission with Lt. Lester G. Radcliff; he flew 12 missions
as pilot with his co-pilot Lt. William C. Manspeaker.

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/2/2007, 7:38 pm, in reply to "Ben W McChesney, 457th, 749th Squadron"

Hi Kit ...

You may or may not know, that the 457th Bomb Group Association, Inc. has a scheduled Reunion in Pensacola,
Florida this November 1 thru 4, 2007. The particulars on this Reunion are spelled out on the web site Home
Page. What may be of interest to you is the fact that at this Reunion a Special Religious Service identifying
those former 457th BG service men and women who have recently passed away.

Further, It would help if you would drop an Email message to the Association's Secretary forwarding his
Obituary to the assure your Father's death is properly announced and the Obit is published in our next
Association News publication. Nancy Toth, Secretary can be reached by Email: ####@comcast.net

Alan Morton

Posted by Kit McChesney on 9/2/2007, 8:45 pm, in reply to "Re: Ben W McChesney, 457th, 749th Squadron"
Alan--

Thank you. | did know about the reunion. I'll contact Nancy and let her know about my father's death.

As an aside, | was sitting outside a coffee shop this morning in Boulder, Colorado, and heard the sound of a
prop aircraft overhead. | looked up and to my surprise, spotted a shiny B-17 flying overhead. As it passed,
flying fairly low, | saw the characteristic "U" inside the black triangle of the 457th on its tail. | was surprised, to
say the least, and it sent chills up my spine. | assume the plane was in town for a Labor Day celebration.

Kit McChesney

Posted by Rod Peterson on 9/2/2007, 9:36 pm, in reply to "Re: Ben W McChesney, 457th, 749th Squadron"
That airplane is "Sentimental Journey" and is a regular on the airshow circuit. It was at a local airport several
years ago after | had returned from a Mini Reunion at Glatton and had obtained copies of several pieces of
information about the base including an airport diagram.

As | watched it in the pattern from my house it occurred to me that whatever the origin of that actual airplane
(it never saw combat and was never actually in the 457th) that documentation might be of interest to the crew
and the organization, so | gave it to them.

| have no idea if they ever did anything with it but | know | felt better afterward.



Rod
Link: woodbutcher.net

Posted by John-Patrick McChesney on 2/22/2014, 8:19 pm, in reply to "Ben W McChesney, 457th, 749th
Squadron"

My grandfather, Ben W. McChesney, passed away on July 23, 2007. He was part of the 748th squadron, and
flew 35 missions out of Glatton with the 457th. On his first mission he flew in the tail gunner position, on
mission 148, on November 16, 1944. He completed his 35 missions with 214, March 21, 1945. His crew
members (he served as tail gunner on one mission under Lt. Richard B. Fitzhugh; co-pilot on 17 missions with
Lt. Wayne B. Tweten; co-pilot on one mission with pilot Lt. Victor F. Pfendler; co-pilot on two missions with Lt.
Josey H. Nelson; co-pilot with Lt. Edmund W. Hubard, Jr.; navigator on one mission with Lt. Lester G. Radcliff;
he flew 12 missions as pilot with his co-pilot Lt. William C. Manspeaker. Please contact me with any additional
information you might be able to provide. Thank you

Posted by Kit McChesney on 2/22/2014, 8:34 pm, in reply to "Re: Ben W McChesney, 457th, 749th Squadron"
John-Patrick ...

| have plenty of information about my father, your grandfather, if you'll contact me directly.
Kit

Posted by Kit McChesney on 2/22/2014, 8:47 pm, in reply to "Ben W McChesney, 457th, 749th Squadron"
Just realized that way back in 2007 when | posted my dad's information here, that | mistyped the squadron
number. It's the 748th, not the 749th.

“Info on Captain CJ CRAVEN”

Posted by Sheila on 9/17/2007, 11:25 am

Some time back, during one of my many researches, | came across a photo of Captain CJ CRAVEN. His
information tells me that the photo was taken in Cambridge, on 13-9-1944.

He is listed as being with the 750th Bomb Sqd, 457th Bomb group.

| can find no mention of him on this site, and if any one is interested | will post the website address where |
obtained the information.

“Bernie Stutman”

Posted by Randall Stutman on 9/24/2007, 11:01 pm

A heartfelt thanks to Cliff (CB) Digre who visited with me this past August and gave me stories and words and
images of my father that our family can cherish. My Dad was lucky to have had a friend like Cliff Digre. And
now so am |.

Bernie kept his memories of the war and his missions with the 457th tightly locked up in his heart and head.
For 50 years, | wondered what he experienced and learned. When he passed away in 1984, | thought those
recollections were gone forever. Cliff Digre unearthed so many stories for me. | will cling to those stories and
pass them to my children and grandchildren. Thanks from the bottom of my heart.

“Death of wife Willard Reese”

Posted by Posted by Willard (Hap) Reese on 10/1/2007, 1:58 pm

The 457th Bomb Group web site will be temporarily down for the rest of this week due to the death off my
wife of 63 year, The site will be down from October 1 through 6, 2007 inclusive. This notice will apply only to
posting messages on the Message Board or the Guestbook. The balance of the web site remains active and
may be perused at anytime.

Posted by Andy Reeves on 10/3/2007, 10:40 am, in reply to "SPECIAL NOTICE - Temporary Web Site DOWN
TIME"

Dear Hap.

My sincerest condolences in the loss of "your wingman" of 63 years. | fortunately still have mine of 62 and she
has "checked my 6 oclock" over all of these years. Replacement would impossable. Best wishes-- Andy



"The Gathering of Mustangs & Legends (The final
Roundup)"

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/22/2007, 9:42 pm

A wee bit off the beaten path but fondly remembered ...

The Gathering of Mustangs & Legends "A Once in a Lifetime Aviation Celebration"
September 27 - 30, 2007

Rickenbacker International Airport (LCK)

Columbus, OH

see: http://www.gml2007.com/

Posted by Andy Reeves on 10/3/2007, 10:49 am, in reply to "The Gathering of Mustangs & Legends (The final
Roundup)"

| for one hope that there is a video report on this gathering since after | left the group | flew the "Spam Can"
with the 475th and 8th Fighter groups. Truly the Caddy of the Air.

“PENSACOLA HERE WE COME!”

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/10/2007, 12:10 pm

For all of you lucky enough to be planning to attend the The 18th Biennial Reunion of the 457th Bomb Group
this Nov 1 - 4, 2007 in PENSACOLA, FL you must plan to go out to Pensacola's Naval Air Station (NAS), and
home of the The National Museum of Naval Aviation.

“T/Sgt Aaron Hossin? Camp Rapid, South Dakota 1943”

Posted by Paul Kelly on 10/11/2007, 1:13 pm

Good afternoon/morning/evening all depending on time zone,

| have recently added a letter cachet, envelope or cover, to my collection that was found in a dealers in the
States.

It was posted on the 14th August 1943 at 6pm, from 457th Bomb Group [H], Camp Rapid, Rapid City, South
Dakota by a T/Sgt Aaron :then the surname is very unclear, it looks like Hossin as the 'ossin' part is clearly
legible but the first letter is slightly misguiding.

I've checked the search feature on the website for 'Aaron' but no surname contains 'ossin', and Hossin does
not feature either.

| wonder if anyone has a record or recalls a T/Sgt with a similar name based at Camp Rapid in Aug 43.

| understand it's probably a needle in a haystack but any information is appreciated.

Many thanks - Paul Kelly.

“A/C 42-32098 and 42-38433 are reported "crash landed in

Belgium"

Posted by Philippe Save on 1/10/2005, 5:02 am
Does anyone know exactely where in Belgium?
Many thanks

Philippe

Posted by jenaux philippe on 10/11/2007, 3:36 pm, in reply to "B17 crash landed in Belgium"
hello,

42-32098 crash landing to Buzet just next door to Nivelles and about 30 miles to Brussels(belgium)
best regards

"Jimmy Dixon"
Posted by Pat G on 10/11/2007, 10:09 pm



My uncle's name is James R. Dixon. | know that he was a POW in WWII but refuses to speak about the war. |
have been looking to see if | can find anything about him and found James R. Dixon of South Carolina listed on
your roster. Could this be the same person? Have you been in contact with the Jimmy Dixon from your unit?

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/11/2007, 11:50 pm, in reply to "Jimmy Dixon"

Come on Pat G, get your duster in gear ... This web site is an absolute treasure of information, on all aspects of
the 457th Bomb Group during WWII. You're not going to earn the respect of anyone of we 457th BG Veterans
or your Uncle if you're waiting for me to do your research for you. I'll cut a deal with you ... I'll do a Biography
for you on your Uncle James R. Dixon for $2000. and gift wrap it OR | 'll point you in the right direction and you
do your own research on Uncle Jim. He'll be more proud of you if you pick the latter. S/Sgt Dixon was the Ball
Turret Gunner aboard B-17G A/C No. 606, Piloted by 1st. Lt. Norman M. Chapman of the 750 Bomb Squadron.
The Chapman Crew's last mission was on October 17, 1944. They were shot down by flak. That's all you get!
Cheers, Alan Morton

Posted by Pat G on 10/12/2007, 12:38 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"
Buddy, I'm way ahead of you!! Thanks

Posted by John Wranesh on 10/12/2007, 6:40 am, in reply to "Jimmy Dixon"
There was a James Donneau Dixon listed in a roster for Stalag Luft IV as being from South Carolina. If he is still
alive and has not yet received his VA benefits he should contact the Veterans Administratrion pronto!

Posted by Pat G on 10/12/2007, 12:50 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"

Sorry about the last email --- | tabbed the wrong email address. | think he receives benefits --- just does not or
will not mention the war. | wanted to know if this James R. Dixon was my James R. Dixon --- just to satisfy my "I
want to know instinct". If his hometown was Bonneau, SC, it is. If his middle name is Donneau as this email
indicates, it isn't. | wondered because Windham's account (last paragraph) sounded as if he had contact with
all the survivors and all but two had got together. It that was the case, I'm almost positive, it is not my JRD.
Thanks.

Posted by John Wranesh on 10/12/2007, 9:45 am, in reply to "Jimmy Dixon"

Upon rechecking the Stalag IV roster maybe the entry should read "James Dixon, Donneau, SC."

The ducument is rather old and | could not find Donneau on my maps--a very small town perhaps and unlisted.
Good Luck in your search.

Posted by Pat G on 10/12/2007, 12:33 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"
This is the Jimmy Dixon --- It should read Bonneau, SC with a "B" --- not far from Monks Corner and Charleston

Posted by Sheila on 10/12/2007, 11:13 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"

| have listed among information for Stalag Luft I, a James Dixon of Aiken S.Carolina. This may or not be your
uncle.

This man was housed at the South Compound, Barrack 13, room 12.

He was previously in the North Compound, Barrack 3 Block 303.

Nara also has a James R Dixon listed who resided in BERKELEY county SC. and enlisted at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, SC. Once again | am unsure if this information pertains to your uncle. If this is your uncle and you
don't have his serial number, | have access to that information also.

| do hope that you can get him to tell his family a little about his experiences during the war, but having 2
family members of my own who were POW's, | know that it may be too painful for him!

Posted by Pat G on 10/13/2007, 12:37 am, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"

Thank you --- | will have to check to see if Bonneau (his home) is in Berkley county. It could very well be since
both are along the SC coast. | have no way of getting his serial number. Talk about taboo subjects!! Can | get to
the Nara information? | got interested while watching Ken Burns', The War, and started digging simply for my
own information in hopes to better understand him.

Posted by Sheila on 10/13/2007, 3:06 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"
| will e-mail you personally, with 457th BG in the subject heading



Posted by Sheila on 10/13/2007, 3:25 pm, in reply to "Jimmy Dixon"

Pat | have just e-mailed your Uncles military and POW information to you.

But | accidently put 45th BG in the subject heading. Look out for the e-mail.

If you have already mistakenly sent it to your spam account, let me know and | will resend it.
Regards,

Sheila

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/13/2007, 6:52 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"

You are indeed fortunate Pat G to have Sheila, a British born and an American citizen living in Alaska willing to
freely assist your cause regarding your Uncle Jimmy Dixon. My only request of Pat G and Sheila is that all
relevant communications regarding the Jimmy Dixon data search, rational, and discoveries be incrementally
posted only on this 457th BG Message Board for continuity. Sheila is the equivalent of Google!

Why? So other families may see and learn the process of using this great data base and web site and learn how
to use it to their advantage too,

Specifically, carrying on dialog on the same Jimmy Dixon subject on both the web site Message Board and by
private Email concurrently. This process leads to missing facts and figures. It's like writing two separate (2)
books on the same subject story ... and publishing only one book to the Public!

Or in this case, like posting part of the Jimmy Dixon history time-line on the Message Board and the other by
private Email. This web site's entire existence is to provide family relatives of the Eighth Air Force, 457th Bomb
Group combat and ground personnel based in England and their contributions to winning WWII in Europe.
AND, how to use this web site for their family history searches.

Cheers, Alan

Posted by Sheila on 10/13/2007, 9:46 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"

Hello Alan

I am happy to supply the website address for Nara. It has a wealth of information for those who are able to
understand and navigate it.

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/

However, as far as posting all of the information that | gave to Pat, that must be up to him to decide. It does
give his uncles serial number and birth year, and those are things | don't like to post on an open message
board for security reasons.

| can tell you though that | believe Jimmy Dixon was in more than one POW camp during his captivity. The
previous information was from my private resources.

The other information from Nara is as below.

S/Sgt James R Dixon

Date reported 10-17-1944

Residence South Carolina

457th Heavy Bomber Group

European Theatre Germany

Last report 7-12-1945

Detaining power.. Germany

Individual has been reported through sources considered official.

Returned to Military Control, Liberated or Repatriated

Stalag Luft 4 Gross-Tychow (formerly Heydekrug) Pomerania, Prussia (moved to Wobbelin Bei Ludwigslust) (To
Usedom Bei Savenmunde) 54-16

I am always willing to help the 457th whenever | can, although as you all know, so much of your history and
records have already been lost.

For those of you that haven't already done so. A written or oral history of your wartime military service is an
inheritence your family should be proud of, and if not your family, then your local historical society. Your
contributions to our freedom means an awful lot to most of us!

Regards,

Sheila



Posted by Pat G on 10/13/2007, 11:19 pm, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"

Shiela did exactly as she should have and | appreciate her help. The only thing she sent by personal email was
personal info that did not need to be printed publicly. Your site is an invaluable tool and | hope that any who
are looking for their family connections will use it often. | would never have found anything about my uncle
had the messageboard not been there. You are special people. Thanks for your help. | have other relatives that
I'm "chasing down" so, I'll be back!

Posted by Pat G on 10/15/2007, 12:13 am, in reply to "Re: Jimmy Dixon"
Told you I'd be back. | have gone over practically every photograph on your site hoping to recognize my uncle
in one of them. | didn't. Is there a picture of the crew of the BTO?

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/14/2007, 5:38 pm, in reply to "Jimmy Dixon"
http://books.google.com/books?id=eFKrwCULu31C&pg=PA319&Ipg=PA319&dg=german+88mm-+and+105mm+
%?22anti+aircraft
%22+against+brit+and+american+bombers&source=web&ots=9TJQP72_nH&sig=gwGiae7VIWHbyM-
[zfa6DCLXhhM#PPP1,M1

Please click on the above URL to better comprehend the mindset of the German People as WWII was coming
to an end and its demise ..."Germany And the Second the Second World War"

"Zemper Film"

Posted by Willard Reese on 10/7/2007, 11:22 pm

The Link shown below will take you to a PBS TV station in Detroit, Ml where you will see a short documentry
produced by station WFUM-TV in conjunction with Ken Burns, "The War". The production includes stories and
pictures and videos of the 457th as told by Duane Zemper, photo officer for our Group.

Once on the site, click on "Watch WWII: Through the lens of Duane Zemper", a Quicktime movie will run. Allow
several seconds for the movie to start.

Link: WFUM Zemper Collection

Posted by Norman on 10/9/2007, 10:59 pm, in reply to "Zemper Film"
| watched it and really enjoyed it. Wished it had been longer!

Posted by Andy Reeveson 10/15/2007, 11:33 am, in reply to "Zemper Film"
Truly an outstanding presentation and one that every 457BG Vet should see. It brought back many many
memories both good, sad and bad. Thanks Zemp for your wonderful contribution.

“Germany and the Second World War (Specifically Volume
7)"

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/16/2007, 8:45 am

| posted the Subject Book on the 457th Bomb Group web site earlier this past week against another Message
on the Message Board. Later, | felt this multi-volume book summed up everything we Americans could ask
about ourselves and tell our offsprings about WWII as we remembered it. And, we original members of the
457th Bomb Group wanted to verbalize for history how it started; who we were; what we fought for; what
many of us died for; and the fortitude we exemplified defending our country, the United States of America,
here and around the World.

When | read "Germany and the Second World War (Specifically Volume 7)" | started to realize the absolute
mad drive and the dedication of the German people to die for Hitler's cause ... to rule the World. Prior to
America declaring War on Japan and Germany we were the only remaining isolated power in the World left
that could save the entire World from defeat and slavery.

As you read this book you can immediately see and watch the American War Machine as it unfolded between
1941 and 1945 inclusive in the greatest build-up of mass produced War products in the Air, on Land and in the
Sea.

Finally, the combined efforts of Great Britain, Russia, United States of America and allies defeated Germany
and Japan.

To read this book, simply double click your mouse arrow on any part of attached URL below:



http://books.google.com/books?id=eFKrwCULu3I1C&pg=PA319&Ipg=PA319&dg=german+88mm-+and+105mm+
%22anti+aircraft

%22+against+brit+and+american+bombers&source=web&ots=9TJQP72_ nH&sig=gwGiae7VIWHbyM-
IzfabDCLXhhM#PPP1,M1

"Phillips?"

Posted by Charles on 10/18/2007, 2:39 pm

Hi! I'm a new member of the 457th Association. My deceased father-in-law was a co-pilot with the 750th
Squadron. | will be attending the Pensacola reunion. As a new member my name, address, and phone was
posted in the most recent newsletter. A gentleman left a message on my answering machine saying he lived in
Austin and wanted to welcome me to the 457th Assn. and, if | was attending the reunion, to tell everyone
hello. However, he left no info other than identifying himself as "Phillips". I'd love to contact him and have
some conversations about the 457th. Does anyone have contact information for an Association member by
the name of Phillips living in the Austin, TX area? Thanks, Charles Alexander

Posted by Joseph Toth on 10/18/2007, 6:23 pm, in reply to "Phillips?"

YOUR PHONE NO IS NOT LISTED IN THE LAST NEWS LETTER. IF YOU WILL CALL ME | CAN HELP YOU. CALL ME
AT 719-H####

JOE TOTH

"Help ID Photo"

Posted by Ron on 10/18/2007, 2:27 pm

My father was a radioman in a B17. | have a picture of him and his crew in front of their plane. I'm trying to get
more info on the plane.

On the photo is the following:

(518AB 3G 42 470) CREW 26 REEVES GROUP.

Can anyone help? Thank you.

Ron

Posted by Willardon 10/18/2007, 2:33 pm, in reply to "Help ID Photo"
It would help if you would give us your fathers full name with middle initial.

Posted by Ronon 10/19/2007, 8:27 am, in reply to "Re: Help ID Photo"
Raymond W. Barnes

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/19/2007, 1:04 pm, in reply to "Help ID Photo"

Hi Ron ...

We need more info on your father. First of all, above and beyond his full name Raymond W. Barnes we're
stuck. Our Roster listing shows no Raymond W. Barnes. First thing that comes to mind is, were you aware
there were at least fifteen (15) plus distinct Air Forces stationed around the world during WWIL.

See: http://www.armyairforces.com/

One of the major hurdles is finding out from relatives know: what country was his Air Force located. For
example the 8th Air Force was stationed in England and the 15th Air Force was established in the
Mediterranean theater as a strategic air force. Both Air Forces had B-17's and B-24's in their inventories. Then
there's the Pacific theatre of operations and on and on.

Could you scan the photo you have and send it to Hap Reese? His home address is: Palm Coast, Florida
His phone Number is: 1-386-### (to save time call "Hap" direct.)

Best regards, Alan Morton

"Lt. Dino Tonelli"

Posted by Gordon Boon on 4/8/2006, 6:30 pm

Lt. Tonelli was a friend of my dads(Lt. Verne Boon)
Does anyone know what plane he was assigned to ?
Thanks,Gordon



Posted by Paul Tonelli on 10/23/2007, 8:47 am, in reply to "Lt. Dino Tonelli"

Gordon,

Just found your post Tuesday Oct. 23, 2007 (only a year and a half after your original posting). | hope all is well
with you and your family. | was sorry to hear about the passing of your mom.

As far as my dad and the B-17 in WWII, | believe the name of the plane he was on was "What a Strain." There
may have been a slang type spelling of "What a." | remember his leather flight jacket had 32 bombs on it
representing 32 bombing runs. He eventually reached the rank of Capt. and was the lead bombardier in many
(if not all) of those missions.

Posted by Arthur on 8/11/2012, 4:29 pm, in reply to "Re: Lt. Dino Tonelli"

I am responding to some pretty old emails, but here goes. My father, Arthur N Hoffman was the 751st Sqd.
Navigator for the 457th from before their arrival in England to Sept.,'44. He flew | think more than 1 mission
with Dino Tonelli. | do have crew photo(s) with both men in them. Please feel free to contact me if interested.
Sincerely,

Art Hoffman (Jr)

Posted by Alex (Olek) Brzeski on 4/22/2014, 4:21 pm, in reply to "Lt. Dino Tonelli"
Dear Mr Boon,

| am writing to you from a small Normandy village called Lyons La Foret where | believe your father had been
hidden after his B17 42.102464 was shot down in 1944,

This year being the 70th anniversary of the liberation of France we are planning celebrations during the
summer during which we are wanting to pay respect to those who risked their lives. This is why | am trying to
track down relatives of air crew who crashed locally. Your father plane is one of them as it crashed just outside
Fleury La Foret about 4/5 miles away from our village.

| would dearly like to speak to you directly concerning the events and would therefore like to ask if you can
contact me. | can be contacted via email at ####@gmail.com or if you would like to contact me via SKYPE
simply search for Alexander Brzeski (in France). Being of British origin | speak fluent English.

I look forward to hearring from you very soon.
Olek Brzeski (Olek is the Polish version of Alex).

"It. Rupert L. Phipps"

Posted by Martin Culpepper on 5/26/2006, 9:45 pm
Does anyone know the whereabouts of Lt. Rupert L. Phipps, navigator on Mission 1267?

Posted by Harold Jansen on 2/24/2007, 5:50 pm, in reply to "It. rupert . phipps"
Yes, | do have his complete military record, story as an Evadee and photo's.
Harold E. Janseb

Posted by Martin Culpepper on 5/7/2007, 6:53 pm, in reply to "Re: It. rupert |. phipps"
Rupert and | went to school together after the war and | became close friends with him and his family. He told
me a lot about his experiences.

| wonder if anyone knows of his whereabouts

Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 6/29/2007, 1:31 pm, in reply to "Re: It. rupert |. phipps"
I'm his daughter. Martin, please e-mail me.

Posted by Harold E. Jansen on 8/4/2007, 4:58 pm, in reply to "Re: It. rupert |. phipps"
Dear Carole,



| wrote a book called Flight 648 delaing about the crew of your father and stay with the underground.
| do have supporting documents, photos etc. Could you please contact by email.
Regards,

Harold E. Jansen

Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 8/8/2007, 6:41 pm, in reply to "Re: It. rupert I. phipps"

Hello,

Thanks for posting to me. I've been trying to get a copy of your book, which is apparently out of print.

I'm going to try to e-mail you now. If you don't get an e-mail from me within the next 24 hours, please post to
me here again.

Cheers, Carole Ann

Posted by m. brown on 10/23/2007, 6:26 pm, in reply to "Re: It. rupert |. phipps"
Dear Mr. Jansen,

My nephew Eric Brown teaches Shakespearean literature in Bergen, Norway and has forwarded me what he
believed to be your contact information as per my request. It has been many years since our last
correspondence but if you recall | am the son of 446th Bomb Group Radio Operator T/Sgt. Richard C. 'BUD'
Brown, one of only three men to survive the crassh of B-24 28814 during Operation Varsity on March 24th,
1945. Your superb Unit History stirred me on to much in the way of my own research and if | remember
correctly you were putting together another book when last we corresponded. As a matter of fact, if you recall,
it was | who did some research as per your request regarding the next of kin and gravesite photo of one 457th
vet, KIA, Wilbur Parker from Roslindale, MA. | am most curious to know how that book came out, elated at
potentially finally finding you again and very interested in relating the research | have since compiled. Please
let me know if there is any way to send you a copy of my research in the mail and if we might resume our
correspondence.

Sincerely
C. Mark Brown

“Donald G. Karr and Crew"

Posted by Dennis Burke on 10/24/2007, 4:11 pm
Hello all,

| wonder if anyone knew or indeed knows any of the men from Donald G Karr's Crew lilsted below.
On January 24th 1944 they had a lucky escape when they had to crash land in Ireland on their delivery flight
from the USA.

They were:

2/Lt. Donald G. Karr 0-803829

2/Lt. John E Haight 0-751731

2/Lt. Joel H. Apel 0-681975

2/Lt. Richard M. Condon 0-690372

S/Sgt Kenneth M. Krise 33249569

Sgt Phillip Finkelstein 32496500

S/Sgt Morris J. Woodell 14188230

Sgt Paul M. Rogers 39458458

Sgt Charles L. Edwards 16052024

Sgt Eugene H. Paprota 32478767

if your are a friend or relative, please do contact me.
with best regards

Dennis Burke

Dublin Ireland

Link: Foreign Aircraft in Ireland 1939 - 1940

Posted by Paula Woodell Dirks on 4/25/2016, 8:46 pm, in reply to "Donald G Karr and Crew"



Hello. Yes, Morris Jackson Woodell was my grandfather. He survived the war and was a proud veteran and an
amazing grandfather.

Posted by Dennis on 4/26/2016, 9:07 am, in reply to "Re: Donald G Karr and Crew"
hello paula, thank you so much for replying, could you drop me an email at

H####@yahoo.com
| left spaces either side of the @ symbol above to avoid spam!

| created a webpage about D G Karr's crew. Mr Karr is still alive.
http://www.csn.ul.ie/~dan/war/krouskop.htm

"PHOTO OF MY FATHER"

Posted by DARLENE on 10/31/2007, 9:04 am

THERE IS A PHOTO OF MY FATHER, LAFETTI TRACE, ON THIS WEBSITE. | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THE
ORIGINAL OR COPY IS AVAILABLE TO BE DOWNLOADED AND SENT TO ME. | WOULD LIKE TO GIVE FRAMED
COPIES TO MY SISTERS AS CHRISTMAS GIFTS. ANY HELP WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/31/2007, 3:46 pm, in reply to "PHOTO OF MY FATHER"
Hi Darlene ...

There's a heck of a lot more data on this web site in addition to a photograph of your Father.

His entire Flight Crew history can be gleaned from this web site ...

ALL of the combat mission history of S/Sgt. Lafetti Trace flew as a Tail Gunner with the Lt. William B. Biracree
Flight Crew.

It's all yours for the taking!

Congratulations,
Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 10/31/2007, 9:37 pm, in reply to "PHOTO OF MY FATHER"
For the record ... | sent a copy of the photograph of her Father and crew the first thing this morning by Email.
The photo was apparently taken in the States after the crew finished Flight Crew

Training in Florida before going over seas with the 8th Air Force.

Darlene acknowledged receipt of same, Wednesday, November 31, 2007
Alan

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/1/2007, 12:17 am, in reply to "PHOTO OF MY FATHER"
http://www.457thbombgroup.org/aircrews/Biracree%20Crew%20William%20B.html|

Click on the above URL to launch the photo of the Pilot William B. Biracree Flight Crew.
Back row: Left to right: Officers: George L. Brandstetter, James R. Ogletree, W. Crouch and William B. Biracree

Front Row: Left tp right: Sgts. Robert F. Devaney, James A. Carey, George Young, Arthur j. Christensen, Laffetti
Trace and Archie E. Bruce.

(The above names agree with the names that accompanied the photo.)

Lt. Robert F. Marcum- American Eagle- 9/12/44 Mission

Posted by Scott Wilson on 11/4/2007, 12:29 pm



Hello,

| am a History teacher at Omaha Central High School in Nebraska. Lt. Marcum graduated from here in 1940,
and served with the 751 Sq of the 457th BG. We are trying to write a biography of him for our memorial and
would very much like to include anything anyone could contribute about him, the mission, or his crew/aircraft.
| can be emailed at ####@ops.org

Thank you!

"Remember me" by Miss Lizzie Palmer

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/6/2007, 12:04 am
Greetings: This young artist is just 15 years old and wise beyond her years and extremely talented.
If this video doesn't touch your heart you are in deep trouble this Sunday, November 11th ... Veterans Day!

It is the hottest thing on the Internet and on Fox News. Miss Palmer put this YouTube program together
herself.
There have been over 3,000,000 hits in just one day alone this month. In case you missed it, here it is:

http://www.youtube.com/v/ervaMPt4Ha0&autoplay=1

Veterans Day, 1954 BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/6/2007, 3:33 pm
Veterans Day, 1954 BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION 3071

Whereas it has long been our customs to commemorate November 11 the anniversary of the ending of World
War |, by paying tribute to the heroes of that tragic struggle and by rededicating ourselves to the cause of
peace; and

Whereas in the intervening years the United States has been involved in two other great military conflicts,
which have added millions of veterans living and dead to the honor rolls of this Nation; and

Whereas the Congress passed a concurrent resolution on June 4, 1926 (44 Stat. 1982), calling for the
observance of November 11 with appropriate ceremonies, and later provided in an act approved May 13, 1938
(52 Stat. 351), that the eleventh of November should be a legal holiday and should be known as Armistice Day;
and

Whereas, in order to expand the significance of that commemoration and in order that a grateful Nation might
pay appropriate homage to the veterans of all its wars who have contributed so much to the preservation of
this Nation, the Congress by an act approved June 1, 1954 (68 Stat. 168), changed the name of the holiday to
Veterans Day.

Now, Therefore, |, Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the United States of America, do hereby call upon all of
our citizens to observe Thursday, November 11, 1954, as Veterans Day. On that day let us solemnly remember
the sacrifices of all those who fought so valiantly, on the seas, in the air, and on foreign shores, to preserve our
heritage of freedom, and let us reconsecrate ourselves to the task of promoting an enduring peace so that
their efforts shall not have been in vain. | also direct the appropriate officials of the Government to arrange for
the display of the flag of the United States on all public buildings on Veterans Day.

In order to insure proper and widespread observance of this anniversary, all veterans, all veterans'
organizations, and the entire citizenry will wish to wish to join hands in the common purpose. Toward this end,
| am designating the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs as Chairman of a Veterans Day National Committee,



which shall include such other persons as the Chairman may select, and which will coordinate at the national
level necessary planning for the observance. | am also requesting the heads of all departments and agencies of
the Executive branch of the Government to assist the National Committee in every way possible.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and cause the seal of the United States of America to be
affixed.

Done at the City of Washington this eighth day of October in the Year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-
four, and of the Independence of the (SEAL) United States of America the one hundred and seventy-ninth.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

"Email link doesn't work"

Posted by Norman Woodis on 11/6/2007, 7:12 pm
| sent some photos for the site a month ago to Mr Haps email and I'm not sure if they were rec'd. After the
restructuring | noticed a new email so | resent them but it was undeliverable. ?

Posted by Norman Woodis on 11/7/2007, 12:33 am, in reply to "email link doesn't work"
Actually it appears that my mail has been rejected as spam. | give up.

Posted by Sheila on 11/8/2007, 1:41 am, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"

Please dont give up on trying to submit your photos.

Mr Hap Reese has recently suffered the loss of his wife of 63 years.

What he has built here is an excellent website, and I'm sure your photos will be a wonderful addition.

There was also a reunion a week ago, and | would think that some of the active members who might otherwise
advise you, are busy, having only just returned home from the reunion. Some may still not have returned
home yet. I'm sure if you can wait a little longer, someone will inform you on how to post your photos.

Posted by Willard Reese on 11/8/2007, 12:27 pm, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"
Messages are frequently rejected by your (or my) email server because they are too large in bytes.
The email addresses on the website are correct.

Reduce the size (bytes) in the email and resend. Or, break the email into two or more transmits.
That's my guess anyway since you did not say what email server you were using.

Hap

Posted by Alan Morton on 11/8/2007, 1:43 pm, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"
Hap ...

Wouldn't it be more expeditious, considering the unfamiliarity of Mr. Woodis with the Email links process, that
he simply take the photos involved to Kinkos ... have Kinkos scan the photos and put the end products on a CD,
and then Norman can drop the CD package in the mail to your home address.

Alan

Posted by Norman Woodis on 11/8/2007, 2:35 pm, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"
The only one rejected was the new one to ####@mail.com. | also sent the pics to ####@bellsouth.net, they
got through | assume but | will send them again.

Posted by Diane Reese on 11/8/2007, 5:30 pm, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"
Mr. Woodis, my email you cited above does restrict incoming file size. | will privately email you from my work
email account, where you could send larger files.

As Alan Morton suggests, you could also copy the picture files onto a CD, or have it done at a Kinko's or other
copy center, and send it through the mails to Hap's Florida address. Thanks for keeping at it!



Posted by Norman Woodis on 11/8/2007, 5:53 pm, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"

| don't think it's the file size because they are all small kb files. I'm familiar with using email and sending files,
but for some reason they are returned with a message like "does not like host" or some other incompatibility
issue when using the ####t@mail.com address. They did not come back that way from the first email address |
used which was Mr. Haps email at the bellsouth account. Those were sent over a month ago. | just never heard
from anyone and wondered if they were rec'd. They are probably in the bellsouth account if it is still active.
Thanks for the help.

Posted by Diane Reese on 11/9/2007, 3:29 am, in reply to "Re: email link doesn't work"
Some mail services do not like mail.com as a host, they think it's a spam site (but it's not! that's where I've had
my web email for several years). It might be something like that.

But we have been able to get in touch and the photos are on the site. Thanks for sticking with it, and thanks for
your contributions!

“Info on my father: M/Sgt Raymond C. Anderson”

Posted by Lyn Nagel on 11/9/2007, 7:11 pm
He was in the 457th BG 750 squad. he said his records were lost in a fire. | think he is in one of the unidentified
group photos. Do you have any info on him or his group. | am going to show him this site on Sunday.

Thank you

"How were crews assigned?"

Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 8/15/2007, 7:31 pm

Hello,

My father was a navigator-bombardier in the 749th Squadron. He usually flew with Lt. William S. Fisher's crew
as the bombardier with someone else as the navigator for that crew. However, on September 26, 1944,
mission 126, my father was assigned as both navigator-bombardier with Lt. Carl H. Gooch's crew and someone
else was the bombardier with Lt. Fisher's crew on that same mission. Can someone explain how crews were
assigned at that time, please?

Many thanks, Carole Ann

Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 9/27/2007, 9:59 pm, in reply to "How were crews assigned?"

| found out from a validity "A" source that my Dad vounteered to be the navigator/bombardier with Pilot Carl
Gooch's crew on 26 September, 1943. My Dad said he volunteered because they had no navigator or
bombardier that day. Apparently there was both a navigator and a bombardier available to fly with Pilot
Fisher's crew, the crew my Dad usually flew with.

This was my Dad's 13th mission, and | wonder what he was thinking about as he parachuted out of the
Jayhawk when it went down due to flak while returning from the Osnabruck target. Probably he regretted
volunteering, but | doubt he was superstitious about it being #13. For the 36 years | knew him, he was always
rational, logical, and skeptical of anything that smacked of superstition.

| would still like to hear from anyone who knows how the crews were typically assigned. For example, did they
assign on the basis of mixing newbies with experienced crews, or did they keep classmates together when
possible, or some other way?

Would really appreciate any insight,

Carole Ann

Posted by Andy Reeves on 10/15/2007, 5:03 pm, in reply to "Got a partial answer, but still curious."

As | recall, replacement crews were split up for the first mission. | flew with Selwin crew as tail gunner and
formation reporter to Maj Selwin, mission commander. After that | flew with my regular crew until Ed Coomes
was selected for lead crew. After that | flew with several different crews when Ed was mission commanders
pilot. | finished with Oscar Kemp.Mission requirements dictated crew changes,ie illness,flack house leave etc.
Whenever possable crews flew together. Hope this helps.



Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 10/20/2007, 11:18 pm, in reply to "Re: Got a partial answer, but still
curious."

Many thanks for your interesting reply.

Please excuse my ignorance, but what is "flack house leave"?

Also, if someone were ill or on leave, etc., did the officer in charge ask for volunteers during the morning
meeting, or how did it usually happen for someone to volunteer to fly with a different crew?

Really appreciate hearing about your own experiences. What squadron did you fly with?

Many thanks,

Carole Ann

Posted by Andy Reeves on 10/25/2007, 10:48 am, in reply to "Interesting reply--thanks"

Flack house leave was a vacation from combat, usually 5-7 days, granted crew mwmbers after 15 missions,to
an English Estate run by Red Cross for rest & recuperation.The squadron operations officer usually assigned
crew members to those slots needed. Volunteers, a rarity,were considered. This assignment of needed crew
mwmbers was usually done the day before a mission was to be flown.Hope this answers your question.

Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 10/25/2007, 9:35 pm, in reply to "Re: Interesting reply--thanks"
Ah--I never heard of that Red Cross practice of using English estates before.

Your info about volunteers helped me make sense of seemingly conflicting info I've been told.

Thank you so much! Carole Ann

Posted by Sheila on 10/26/2007, 9:29 pm, in reply to "Thank you, | appreciate your help"

Some of you might be interested in this book. | believe it is available in the USA at some of the book stores,
also on the net.

'FLAK' HOUSES THEN AND NOW. The story of American Rest Homes in England during WWII. By Keith Thomas.
Published November 15, 2006.

Posted by mark on 10/29/2007, 9:52 pm, in reply to "Thank you, | appreciate your help"

Richard C. "Bud" Brown

| am the son of T/Sgt. Richard C. "Bud" Brown, Radio Operator/Mechanic/Gunner with the 705th Sqdn. of the
446th Bomb Group. In the winter of 1944/1945 my father flew 13 missions with the same crew before being
shot down and forced to bail out, landing in the Rhine River on March 24th, 1945 during the Remagen Bridge
offensive.

The last mission was a supply drop and was considered by some to have been every bit as dangerous as the
famous but ill-fated Ploesti mission due to the inability of the Liberators to use their machine guns to defend
themselves against intense enemy fire. At the extremely low level required for a supply drop and with the
heavy concentration of Allied troops on the ground mission #13 was most unlucky for my father indeed.

Easy prey for small arms fire and German cannonfire this was one 'milk run' that was not so easy. When the
order to bail out was given my father said that he was standing between the Pilot, 2d Lt. Dale Beasley and
Copilot 2d Lt. Tom Campbell. Straining at the controls in a desperate attempt to gain enough altitude for the
crew to escape the burning ship, Lt. Beasley then yelled for everyone to get out. In the ensuing mayhem my
father remembered traversing the narrow catwalk and hurling himself out of the open bomb bay doors, hitting
his foot hard on the way out (He was never made a member of the Caterpillar Club although we still do have a
piece of the chute and | later bought him a Purple Heart for his foot from a military memorabilia dealer.). With
far less than the required height to safely parachute he had little time to think, pulled the ripcord almost
immediately and with the Rhine coming up fast remembers nothing more than a hard tug and a big splash.
Only three men were to survive from a crew of eight that day (The Armorer and Bombardier lived to fly
another day as their skills were not needed on a supply drop.).

My father landed in the Rhine, S/Sgt. Thaddeus "Tag" Nanna landed on one side of the river and Sgt. John
"Red" Heslin landed on the other. Ultimately, Captain Beasley gave his life so that my father might keep his
and give me mine. For that | am forever grateful and proud to have been born as a direct result of such an epic
struggle and such heroic sacrifice. S/Sgt. Richard Brown went on to fly as waist gunner with another crew but
he never saw Red Heslin or Tag Nanna again and always wondered whatever became of his crewmates.
Although my father rarely ever talked about his war experiences my brother and | were always fascinated with
any anecdotes we were able to get out of him. For instance on one mission my father said they were actually
sent to bomb Birchstergarten and kill Hitler in his "Eagle's Nest". As it happened the formation was given a



different I.P. enroute due to Intelligence reports that the Fuhrer was not present at the time. It was
recollections like that that kept us coming back for more and so as the story goes he started out as a shipfitter
at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy, MA where the aircraft carrier "Lexington" was built. He then gave up his
Deferment with the shipyard and volunteered for the Army Air Corp in April of 1943 hoping to become a pilot
himself. Washed out due to dexterity problems he maintained that it was because he was left handed and and
that the aircraft controls were primarily designed for right handed manipulation. He did manage to get up in a
trainer on one or two occasions but | believe the real reason he never received the coveted wings was that he
was erroneously considered a draftee by the AAF. It seems that in his good nature and naivety he had
consented to help a harried recruiter with his quota and let himself be counted as having been drafted much
to his later chagrin as he most certainly ended up suffering the consequences of that less than desirable status.
Nice guys finish last but then again had he become a pilot who knows how different his fate might have been.
After basic training in Buffalo, N.Y. he sailed aboard the converted troopship "Aquitania" unescorted and
relying solely upon speed in those U-Boat infested waters. They stopped in Reykjavik, Iceland for supplies and
continued on to England, arriving during the fall of 1944 where he was stationed at the Earl of Flixton's estate
in Bungay. It was there that he fondly remembered the cockiness of the British Lancaster pilots who would
land permission or not, roll right on up to the mess hall, park their aircraft and saunter inside for a bite with a
casual "Hi Yank!". Apparently formation flying was considered nothing short of perilous and coming out of the
clouds with another B-24 sitting on top of them was not uncommon so much so that in one instance he
recalled that upon later inspection tire marks were found on top of thier wings.

Everyone had bicycles in those days. On the base it was the most convenient form of transportation and he
remembered with some spiteful trepidation the uneasy relations that existed even among Allies as the bicycles
were eventually destroyed rather than relinquished to the perceived arrogant expectations and apparent
dismay of the local English population. Also, after having been shot down over Wesel, Germany the following
spring he missed his ride and ended up having to stay in Belgium for a couple extra weeks due to a softball
game he was so preoccupied with no less. That same week back home, the local paper actually printed an
article about him with news of his exploits and promotion unaware of the fact that he was considered M.L.A. at
the time. When he finally did manage to make it aboard an airplane returning to England he found himself
surrounded by newly released and jubilant Army Air Corps POWSs but not before receiving two bottles of the
finest wine from a generous M.P. who swore that they had been liberated from the private wine cellar of none
other than Heinrich Himmler himself. What a souvenir that was and don't | wish | had those today!

After VE Day the now seasoned Vet was sent back to the States to learn the ropes aboard the B-29 Superforts
destined for the Pacific Theater. During the long flight home and seemingly alone in the vastness of the open
skies, somewhere over the Canadian Maritimes he also told us of a particularly fateful discussion among the
crew as to the necessity of requesting permission to change altitude when out of the blue shot a commercial
airliner directly beneath them. What an inglorious end that might have been! He then remembered training
aboard the Superfortresses in Sioux Falls, SD when they dropped the big one. Delirious with joy and relief the
men went nuts destroying an old farmer's Tin Lizzy in an outburst of emotion that was probably lost on the
local population. He did however recall the fact that everyone later chipped in to replace the demolished
vehicle and so | guess that even in war boys will be boys!

p.s. | am looking for the address of the author of my father's unit history Harold E. Jansen who | notice
answered a question of yours. Would you happen to know how he may be contacted as | have some questions
about my fathers 705th squadron.

thank you,

Mark Brown

Posted by Carole Ann Phipps Wilson on 11/13/2007, 2:24 pm, in reply to "Re: Thank you, | appreciate your
help"
Mark,

I've e-mailed you Harold Jansen's address.

Please post here if you don't get it.
Carole Ann



"Earl Woodard"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 11/12/2007, 8:05 am

| am saddened to report the passing of Earl Woodard per the obit. in the St. Louis Post Dispatch today. | spoke
to Earl several times about his service and his escape on foot over the Pyrenees after his plane was shot down
over occupied France.

Posted by Jerry Sale on 11/14/2007, 1:59 pm, in reply to "Earl Woodard"
See link below.

http://www.legacy.com/STLToday/DeathNotices.asp?Page=LifeStory&Personld=97784735

“Pensacola Beach Reunion"

Posted by Jerry Sale on 11/8/2007, 1:28 pm
Thanks to George and all that helped put on the reunion. | had the privilege of accompanying my father to the
reunion and we all had a great time. We look forward to the next on in Colorado Springs.

Posted by Sully on 11/9/2007, 1:04 pm, in reply to "Pensacola Beach Reunion"
Please provide the dates of the Colorado Springs Reunion.

Thanks

Posted by Jerry Sale on 11/14/2007, 2:07 pm, in reply to "Re: Pensacola Beach Reunion"
It will be about this same time of year in 2009. I'm sure that there will be more infomation in the future.

"Col. James R. Luper"”

Posted by Henry A Whitmore Ill on 11/1/2007, 7:56 pm

If anyone would be willing to send me personal testimony of serving with my grandfather, | would be very
grateful. | know he was a West Pointer and a tough leader, so favorable and unfavorable memories are
welcomed. Thank you

Henry A. Whitmore I

Posted by Andy Reeves on 11/14/2007, 12:32 pm, in reply to "Col. James R. Luper"

Hello Henry. | well remember your grandfather when he was commander of the 457th BG. In fact, | was in the
high box lead as co-pilot with Capt Ed Coomes when your grandfathers aircraft was hit by flack. The aircraft
pealed off below us and disappeared from view. It was some weeks before we learned of his status. He was a
very "spit and polish" officer schooled in the traditional West Point Mold. As | recall, the very few times that |
saw him, he had his everpresent 'SWAGGER STICK" in hand.I specifically remember him chewing me out one
time for not having my shoes shined after riding my bike to the o,club in a rainstorm. | did not appreciate that
as | had just gotten out of the hospital after recovering from a flak wound. Three days later at officers call he
pinned my purple heart on me, looked down and said " Nice looking shoe shine" He was a tough leader that
molded a bunch of non soldiers into a fine fighting unit that accomplished their mission. You can justly be
proud of him.

Posted by Henry Whitmore on 11/14/2007, 7:33 pm, in reply to "Re: Col. James R. Luper"

Thank you very much for the reply. | met Duane Zemper just a couple of days ago. As it turns out, he lives
rather close to me. | have come to understand that he was difficult to work with. Not a man to hang out with
the men, but military all the way. Doing the job right and saving lives. | wish maybe that he was remembered
as someone everyone liked, but that wasn't his job. Thank you again for giving me another piece of my
garndfather.

Posted by Patrick Crow on 2/14/2013, 3:51 pm, in reply to "Re: Col. James R. Luper"
Andy Reeves,



Perhaps you knew the bombardier on Captain Luper's flight, Henry P. Loades? Hank was my grandfather. Any
additional information is welcomed!

"Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"

Posted by Bob Benos on 1/25/2006, 11:02 am

Over the last two years, | have been doing some detailed research concerning the infamous Mission 143 to
Merseberg on November 2, 1944. This includes the review of association records, all published material,
declassified microfilm and personal inerviews with Larido Battisti (Tailgunner) who was with the Lt. Wm.
McCall crew on that mission. Despite this, | cannot seem to determine the precise 457th "Box" formation.
Does anyone have any informtion or suggestions as to how | can obtain accurate information regarding the
number and location of each "box" of 457th planes, where each box was located (high, low, etc.) and
primarilily which plane or crew was assigned to each particular box and their location in the box. Thanks.

Posted by A. Willard Reese on 1/25/2006, 11:46 am, in reply to "Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"

Bob,

The following website gives a pretty good idea of the box formation. This diagram show a squadron formation
of 12 aircraft. Our Groups were made up of three 12 aircraft formations (usually 36 aircraft but sometimes
more or less). The lead squadron flew at a fixed altitude with the high box on the right and the low box on the
left. Read the details on this page.

Hope this helps.

Willard

Link: http://www.398th.org/Research/Formations/Formations_Description.html

Posted by Bob Benos on 1/26/2006, 3:40 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"

Reese thanks a million for the response. Actually | have previously visited the referenced web site and it gives a
very detailed breakdown on heavy bomber formation flying. Now if | can only find out which 457th planes
were assigned to each respective box, the box location and the individual positions of each 457th plane within
each particular box. | do have bits and pieces of info. but not a complete picture of where each of the 457th
crews were in the 36 plane formation. Thanks again. Bob B.

Posted by A. Willard Reese on 1/26/2006, 8:12 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
Bob,

| have all that detailed information on the Merseberg mission, including crew names assigned to aircraft. It's
not in digital form however. If you can tell me just what you are looking for, | probably can send it to you via
email.

| suggest we make email contact from here on. Since | was there (Nov 2nd), | dedicated a major amount of
time to making a study of the mission and | have collected information that may not appear anywhere else.

Posted by Mike Crosman on 9/9/2007, 6:55 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
Hi,

Do you by any chance have the mission routes flown for this mission. | am doing a mission briefing for
Merseberg and would like to have it.

Thanks,

Mike

Posted by Willard Reese on 9/9/2007, 7:46 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
| hope this is what you are looking for. Some of the text is hard to read but it's all there.
Hap

Posted by Seth on 12/7/2015, 5:44 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
Hi everyone,

My relative Henry W D Short was the Aircraft Engineer on 44-6155 which was shot down during this mission.
Do you by chance have any specifics about this aircraft during the mission?



Thanks,
Seth

Posted by GEORGE KORB on 10/21/2016, 2:18 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
| WAS THE LEAD NAVIGATOR ON THIS MISSION WITH PILOT WILLIAM DAWSON (LOW GROUP)

ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE

Posted by Jon Gerstenschlager on 12/7/2006, 5:36 pm, in reply to "Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
Hi Bob:

Your email from January cought my eye. My grandfather was shot down on mission 154 - Bolhen later that
month - 11/30/44. | was curious what type of info you were able to find out on mission 143, and if there are
resources for me to find out about mission 154? My grandfather's (Gerald Whitman) plane was Hamtramack
Mama (42-107026). any suggestion as to how to find out about that mission?

Posted by Willard Reese on 12/7/2006, 7:14 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"

Jon,

The information | collected some years ago was from the National Archives in Maryland. | have a copy of every
document, about that mission to Merseberg by the 457th, that is presently in the Archives (perhaps more than
100 pages). If you are interested in getting the same sort of information for mission #154, | can give you the
name of a researcher in Maryland who you can hire to copy (or scan) the documents for you. Contact me via
email for such information.

P.S. I'd highly recommend getting scanned copies....scanning results in perfect copies of the original.

Hap

Posted by Bob Benos on 9/10/2007, 10:05 am, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"

Hi Jon: Since 2006, | have accumulated an enormous amount of detailed information about Mission 143,
including 140 pages of declassified microfilmed documents which have been scannned. The documents include
details on weather, flight paths, fighter escorts, codes, targets, squadron formations, crews,457th damage and
losses, and 457th crew claim reports for bringing down various German fighter planes. Since 2006, | have also
researched other "rough" missions. It just so happens that | have similar information on mission 154, because
my dad was also on that mission. If you would like, | will e-mail you and make arrangements to obtain the
relevant information concerning your dad's crew. Just to let you know, | was able to get all these documents
by contacting the researcher that Willard Reese suggested. He does a great job. Bob Benos

Posted by BOB WHITE on 9/25/2007, 4:40 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"

Bob

| was just reading the message board and your email about mission #154 came up and caught my eye.

My father was the pilot of 42-107026 Hamtramack Mama LT JOHN W WHITE. | have found alot of onfo.

about the mission and the plane on the website.

If you have anything about your grandfathers time will he was a crewmember of my dad, please let me know. |
have some pictures of the plane and of the crew but thats about all, the stuff that my dad brought back was
stolen from him years ago.

Thanks

Posted by Brian McDaniel on 11/16/2007, 9:15 pm, in reply to "Mission 143 - Merseberg - Nov 2, 1944"
My father was the radio op/gunner on the mission. He was shotdown/rammed by a F190. Lots of questions are
still unanswered about the flight

"Robert C (BOB) Danielson"

Posted by Courtney Carlson on 9/7/2006, 3:12 pm

Seen in Sioux City Journal that one of your Bomb Group buddies has passed on,paper says he was a bomb site
an auto pilot tech.

Thought you men wouild be interested.

My Dad flew in B17's also and was POW in Stalag 17,he was a TTE,flew with Frank Harte crew.



Have a great day.
C Carlson in Calif.

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/7/2006, 3:58 pm, in reply to "Robert C (BOB) Danielson"

Was your Dad Robert Danielson with the 8th or 15th Air Force in WWII? | can't find any reference to the last
names Harte or Danielson on the 457th Bomb Group Fiight Crew personnel records. | assume TTE is the
abbreviation for Top Turret Engineer. Where in California do you live?

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/7/2006, 4:11 pm, in reply to "Robert C (BOB) Danielson"

Courtney,

You state an Obit or an article was posted in the Sioux City Journal regarding a 457th BG buddy. Could you
recite the specific posting. Was the buddy's name listed as Robert Danielson? What was the date of the
posting in the Journal?

Posted by Courtney Carlson on 9/7/2006, 6:54 pm, in reply to "Re: Robert C (BOB) Danielson"

The date of the posting was Sept 7,2006 Obit was Robert C Danielson, 86 years old,he had to be in the 8th
AirForce,he passed away the 4th of Sept 2006.My Dad was in the 1ooth Bomb Group as a TTE and his pilots
name was Frank Harte,Dad was shot down Apr 22nd 1944.Go to the Sioux City Journal wbe site and click on
Obit and it will come up,then click on Robert C Danielson.Let me know how you made out.

Courtney Carlson Lake Isabella Calif.

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/10/2006, 6:34 am, in reply to "Robert C Danielson"

For the record Courtney, your Dad, S/Sgt. Paul V. Carlson, Top Turret Gunner and Flight Engineer flew with the
100th BG, 349th Squadron and was shot down on his 9th Mission by enemy aircraft. He ended up a POW. We
hope he's still alive and well.

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/7/2006, 7:17 pm, in reply to "Robert C (BOB) Danielson"

Thank You Courtney for the information regarding former 457th Bomb Group airman Robert C. Danielson.

His Obituary is replicated
herein:http://siouxcityjournal.com/articles/2006/09/07/obituaries/local/bb36f63fe9565215862571e2000e1a9
d.txt

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/14/2006, 11:36 am, in reply to "Re: Robert C (BOB) Danielson"

For your information: This specific Obituary will remain actively displayed for a short period of time by the
Newspaper. After that point, to see or read the Obit in its entirety ... Go to the Archives section of the
Newspaper's website.

Posted by Stan Smith on 11/15/2007, 10:08 pm, in reply to "Robert C (BOB) Danielson"
Maybe a pilot named Ralph Christensen at winter 480-#### or summer 605-#### may be able to help you.

"B17 - Old 999"

Posted by Fran Carnes on 8/7/2007, 11:58 pm

Looking for any information on a B17 called Old 999.

Names associated with it are from the original army issued wooden paddle used to paddle to shore after being
shot down: S/Sgt. Wilfred J Wilts, S/Sgt. S. Pokryuka, W. Holtz, S/Sgt. L.H. Mackool (aka? Zakie A Mactool), Sgt.
G.A. Weamer Jr., 1/Sgt. Richard Shalaoiski (?) aka Cap. Youah Jealous/ BO.

Don't know the if it was in the 457th, but would appreciate any leads as to how to find out more about this
B17. Thanks!

Posted by Greg Lacey on 11/16/2007, 11:33 pm, in reply to "B17 - Old 999"

My grandfather was SSG Zakie A Mackool. | am in the process of recording his wartime diary to the computer
for easier use. He also mentions Ship 999 in it. I'm very excited you have questioned about this! | hope to talk
to you more soon!

Posted by Fran Carnes on 11/17/2007, 11:24 am, in reply to "Re: B17 - Old 999"



Hi -

My neighbor has the paddle that was used by the crew when the plane was shot down (?) or had to crash land
in water. | believe someone gave it to him. He does film editing for the History Channel. | borrowed it and took
photos of the paddle to try and capture all the markings on it. He was trying to find out about the 999 and
there seems to be no info on it anywhere. We both would be thrilled to see the Mackool diary. We had
assumed that it was a nickname as some of the names see to be just that!

Send me your email address and | will send you copies of the photos for your research. | took photos of both
sides of the paddle at a distance and very close up.

So good to hear from you!

Posted by Greg Lacey on 11/17/2007, 2:05 pm, in reply to "Re: B17 - Old 999"

Hi again! That's amazing that you actually have seen the paddle. I'm graduating with a BA in History in a few
months so this stuff is extra interesting to me. According to his diary on 20 October, 1944, they got their
engines shot out while flying over Brux(?), Czech. Some flak took out their oxygen supply and so they crash
landed in a nearby body of water. Also, some of the names you mentioned are written in his journal with
addresses and phone numbers so he could stay in contact with them after the war. My e-mail address is
H####H@yahoo.com . Can't wait to see the pictures! It's very nice to hear from you!

Posted by Greg Lacey on 11/16/2007, 11:42 pm, in reply to "B17 - Old 999"
Also, | am curious to find out where you located the information found on the wooden paddle? And where is
the paddle?

“Identifying men in photo”

Posted by Norman K. Woodis on 11/20/2007, 1:37 pm

Can anyone identify the men at the bottom of page 6, around Glatton? | have titled them "unknown" and have
identified my uncle Roe S. Woodis in the pics he is in. | would like to be able to put a name to the other men.
Take a look, you never know! Thanks.

"Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"

Posted by Leon A. Finneran on 6/17/2004, 5:45 pm

Just looking for more info on my Dad, med records, military records, etc.. Was told that there is a museum in
NC, SC that will help you obtain those records. Please contact my e-mail if you have any info. Thank you and
God bless.

My dad's name is Leon A Finneran and he was in the 457th and 8thAAF. The plane he was on crashed in
Germany/Switzerland and the mission was A/C #42-31552. | know the details of the crash but would like to
know how | can obtain med records, military records, etc.. Thank you.

Posted by Alan Morton on 6/17/2004, 5:53 pm, in reply to "Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"
Hi Leon, Here's one source you might try:

NATIONAL PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER NOW ACCEPTING REQUESTS FOR RECORDS ON LINE

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), has informed us about an improved method of requesting
documents from the NPRC. As you know, the NPRC provides copies of documents from military personnel
records to authorized requesters. Their new web-based application will provide better service on these
requests by eliminating their mailroom processing time. Also

because the requester will be asked to supply all information essential for NPRC to process the request, delays
that normally occur when NPRC has to ask veterans for additional information will be minimized. You may
access this application at:

http://vetrecs.archives.gov

Please note there is no requirement to type "www" in front of the web address. Additionally, this improved
on-line request process should be used INSTEAD OF Standard Form 180 from veterans or the veteran's next of
kin. Please give this information the widest dissemination.



Posted by Alan Morton on 6/17/2004, 6:08 pm, in reply to "Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"
ACQUIRING MILITARY RECORDS AND AWARDS/DECORATIONS.. ..

All records are kept at the "National Personnel Records CenterA” (NPRC)in St. Louis, Missouri. When
discharged a veteran is given a Form DD-214 with most pertinent information on it. This DD-214 can be
upgraded to a DD-215 which allows for additional information to be added.

The first step to acquiring our records is filling out a Form 180. Here is a website where the Form is located.
One can fill it out online or print it and mail a hardcopy. Always keep a copy of any documentation for your
records.

www.archives.gov/facilities/mo/st_louis/military_personnel_records/standard_form_180.html

Here is a A“National Archives and Records AdministrationA” (NARA) site whereyou can fill the form out online,
print it and then fax it. It is the brand new A“eVetA” process.
www.archives.gov/research_room/vetrecs/index.html

Note: If you use this method then be sure to use this wording: | am requesting my Personnel, Military and
Service Medical Records as well as an upgraded DD-215 showing the following additional awards that are not
listed on my DD-214: [ List Awards ] My duty stations were: List each with Dates and Names as close as
possible so they can look in their master record books for any awards/decorations that you are not aware of.
Here is my cheat sheet for filling out the Form 180 via PDF format. It can also help with the eVet form:

Kk kok sk

Section |

1-7) are self explanatory. The more information the better

Section Il - Request

1) If you need a copy of your DD-214

2) All Military, Personnel and Service Medical Records. All Medals, Ribbons and Awards. An upgraded DD-215.
3) To confirm accuracy and completeness of my records.

Section Ill - Address and Signature

1) Check the 1st box

2) Put your current address here

3) Sign and Date

Look on back and find appropriate address to send to. Usually it will be #14.

On the back of the envelope write, A“Do Not Open in File RoomA”.

Make an extra copy for yourself.

Send via A“CertifiedA” mail with A“Return Signature RequestedA”. You can get the (2) forms at the Post Office.
It is best to send a cover letter stapled to the application listing the Units you served with along with copies of
the medal/ribbon citations that you are requesting to be added to an upgraded DD-215. Ask them to check
your other duty stations for any possible medals/ribbons as well.

%k 3k ok %k ok

This process used to take over 6 months. NPRC, NARA and the VA have cut the time back considerably.
Family members can apply for the above information for a deceased veteran.

Kk kK k

I'm certain this will help you with not only a DD-214, but other key records as well.

Cheers, Alan

Posted by Andy Reeves on 6/25/2004, 1:46 pm, in reply to "Re: Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII
era"

Alans information is right on track. All of my 201 file and med records were destroyed in a basement flood a
number of years ago. | submitted a request for all pertinent records and wonder of wonders, everything
appeared in a package weighing about fifteen pounds including my Hospital Report in detail concerning my
Purple Heart wound of 6 Aug. 44. Dont give up hope-- it takes a long time. Best of luck-- Andy R

Posted by Lee on 12/17/2004, 3:02 am, in reply to "Re: Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"
Alan & Andy, thanks so much for the info. | apologize for taking so long to respond but | thank you for your
time and research. God bless, and hope you both have a great and safe holiday season!! Lee

Posted by Linda on 11/18/2006, 5:43 pm, in reply to "Re: Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"
I live 5 blocks from the Military Record Center. There was a huge fire there several years ago. In some cases up
to 85% of the records were destroyed. This fire hit the WWII Veterans particularly hard. | have worked for



years to put my Dad's record together with very little luck. And yes, I've tried all the mentioned places. No luck.
I've also involved my Congressman and Senator. No luck. Many veterans will be very disappointed to find out
that their records simply no longer exist.

Posted by Salote Kalonihea on 12/16/2004, 9:15 pm, in reply to "Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII

era
| want search for the Tongan who was involved in the WWII especially Capt.David Lousiale Kava.

Posted by debbie on 12/2/2006, 10:20 am, in reply to "Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"

i would like to find out more about my faters death and medical records. his name was john anthony carlberg
born7-16-38 in california. his ss#is066324222.he died in the syracuse veterans hospital in n.y. i was 11 at that
time. he served in the korean war in the 1950s.i never got the chance to no him or what he actually died of.
any information you could help with would be greatly appreciated. thank you. debbie

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/3/2006, 2:51 am, in reply to "Re: Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII
era"

Debbie ... This web site is really limited to World War Il veterans and their relatives that were attached to the
Eighth Air Force stationed in England in 1944 and 1945. Your Dad's service was in the Korean War that started
in the latter part of the 1940's and the early 1950's.

Your best bet is contacting the "VISN 2: Syracuse VA Medical Center" by phone. The Syracuse VA Medical
Center serves 41000 veteran men and women who live in the 18-county area of Central New York. It is located
in the heart of Syracuse ...

This Syracuse VA Center will still have the record of your Dad's death. You can also contact the State of New
York, Vital Statistics Records and purchase a copy of his Death Certificate from them for less than $25.

Posted by Linda on 12/14/2006, 10:23 pm, in reply to "Re: Finding old Military - Medical Records WWI!I era"
| couldn't find much, but | did come up with a little bit.

John Carlberg

SSN: 066-32-4222

Born: 16 Jul 1937

Last Benefit: 13601 Watertown, Jefferson, New York, United States of America

Died: Nov 1977

State (Year) SSN issued: New York (1956-1957

You will note from his SS information your Dad actually died in 1937.

You can do several things. 1. You can check with the VA. Hospital. 2. Get his death certificate from NY.

Posted by Elena Faith Cohen on 10/1/2007, 11:49 am, in reply to "Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII
era"

My Father: Milton Cohen, Pvt. 1st Class Army was wounded on the Beach in Normandy, France, in WW2. | am
having medical problems now and he is deceased. | am wondering if ANYONE KNOWS HOW TO FIND HIS ARMY
MILITARY MEDICAL RECORDS FROM WW?2?

If so, please contact me at your earliest convenience. Thank you.

Most Sincerely,

Elena Faith Cohen

Posted by Lee on 10/2/2007, 12:56 am, in reply to "Re: Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII era"
From what I've pursued before, a lot of WW?2 records have been destroyed in a fire @ the Military archive for
WW?2 Vets in Viginia. Hope I'm wrong for you and your Dad and | hope you feel better soon and get a hold of
your medical problems. All the best & God bless. Lee

Posted by J. Mark Wallace on 11/23/2007, 12:30 am, in reply to "Finding old Military - Medical Records WWII
era"

How can | obtain copies of flight records of my uncle Wade E. Knudson (457th BG) Glatton.

Thanks

J. Mark Wallace



“B-17G Serial 338587”

Posted by Dave Tarrant on 11/23/2007, 1:41 pm

This aircraft is carried on your website listing as having been salvaged after battle damage in March 1945, and
the Freeman book of abbreviated record cards agrees; however, this aircraft was in service in Alaska in 1952 as
a TB-17 assigned to 110 Radar Calibration Squadron as documented by an accident report. Connecting these
bits of information is the presumption that the aircraft was rebuilt at an 8th AF depot and returned to service
in some form, surviving postwar to eventually serve with the Alaskan Air Command.

I'm looking for any details anyone may have regarding this aircraft.
Thanks very much for any help you can provide, and thanks for the excellent website.

David W. Tarrant
#HHH@msn.com

“2009 REUNION”

Posted by Nancy Toth on 11/27/2007, 4:45 pm
You heard it here first!!!

2009 Reunion in Colorado Springs will be held on the following dates:

Thursday, October 8, 2009 -- Registration/Social Hour

Friday, October 9, 2009 -- Air Force Academy and Memorial Service

Saturday, October 10, 2009 -- Not booked yet, but we're hoping to have a B-17 at the airport and available for
rides (cost will probably be around $400.00 if you want to take a ride.) If we can't get on the B-17 tour
schedule, the day will be free for you to enjoy on your own with dinner and entertainment at the Flying W
Ranch. Crew and group pictures that afternoon.

Sunday, October 11, 2009 -- Morning membership meeting and Banquet that night.

Monday, October 12, 2009 -- Farewell breakfast.

Hotel: Same as at the 2001 Colorado Springs Reunion but under a different name: Crowne Plaza. Nightly room
price locked in at $99 + tax which | believe was the same price as in 2001. Free hotel shuttle from the Colorado
Springs Airport. The hotel is undergoing a renovation beginning January 2008 to be completed by the Fall of
2008. They promise we will love it!

Make your plans now. Many more details later.

Nancy and Joe Toth

"Stories of the 457th from Duane Zemper"
Posted by Eric Zemper on 11/27/2007, 11:17 pm

The following two links are videos from interviews of Duane Zemper in which he tells stories from his time
with the 457th.
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1126028584?bclid=1125874346&bctid=1325129240
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1126028584?bclid=1125874346&bctid=1323280671

-Eric Zemper

Posted by Norman K. Woodis on 11/28/2007, 10:54 pm, in reply to "Stories of the 457th from Duane Zemper"
Thanks for the link, | really enjoyed it!



"Mission No. 137"

Posted by David on 11/27/2007, 9:50 pm

My name is David H Munger, son of Howard B Munger who flew in the 749th Squadron, 457th Bomb Group, of
the 8th Army Air Force in WWII. | have visited your web site and down loaded all of my father's 35 missions
except for Mission No. 137. When | click on the link to Mission No. 137 nothing comes up. Mission No. 137 was
flown on 19 October 1944 and the Target was Mannheim. All of the other missions work just fine. Can you
please help restore Mission No. 137. Thanks for your help.

David H Munger

Posted by Willard Reese on 11/27/2007, 10:09 pm, in reply to "Mission No. 137"

David,

Mission #137 was flown on October 19th. 1944. It shows up clearly on my computer, both the name list and
the original scanned loAding lists. Try displaying mission #136, and then click on "Next" at the top of the page.
This should take you directly to mission #137 on Oct. 19th.

Hope this helps,

Willard

Posted by David H Munger on 11/30/2007, 4:17 pm, in reply to "Re: Mission No. 137"

Willard: | went to Mission No. 136 and clicked on the next button but the screen still comes up blank. I also
tried clicking on October 19th on the calandar and the screen still comes up blank. Would it be possible for you
to copy the files for Mission No. 137 and just e-mail them to me at ####@yahoo.com Thanks for your help.

David H Munger

“See Any Fighters?”

Posted by Jerry Sale on 12/13/2007, 9:05 am

While at the Pensacola Beach Bomb Group Reunion, | sat at the table of a couple of vets that had gotten to the
welcome cocktail meet and greet sometime before | did. One vet was wistfully looking at the bottom of his
empty glass deciding if he wanted another. The other vet said, "Do you see any fighters?" The reply was, "No
but | expect to see them shortly."

If you recognize yourself, it's ok to say so.

“Roll of Honor”

Posted by Sheila on 12/16/2007, 12:51 pm

The American Roll of Honor book which was donated by General Eisenhower in 1951 and is on display at St
Pauls Cathedral in London, has now been digitized and is available for view on the internet.

I hope this link will open for those of you that would like to view it.

http://www.stpauls-roh.org.uk/cgi-local/asdsrch.pl#images

This is taken from their news release:
'St Paul’s Cathedral is proud to be launching a digitalised version of the American Roll of Honour at this year’s
annual Thanksgiving Service (22nd November)'.

HPFF"

Posted by Nettie Munger on 12/18/2007, 12:26 pm
What does PFF stand for? | 'm finding it in the mission information. Nettie

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/18/2007, 4:36 pm, in reply to "PFF"
The Pathfinder were elite squadrons in RAF Bomber Command, during World War Il. They located and marked
targets with flares, which a main bomber force could aim at, increasing the accuracy of their bombing. While



the majority of Pathfinder squadrons and personnel were from the Royal Air Force, the group also included
many from the air forces of other Commonwealth countries.

At the start of the war Bomber command made many daylight raids but the losses incurred from lack of
escorting fighters when operating over Europe led them to switch the majority of their bombing missions to
nighttime. This reduced losses, but made identifying and then hitting a target accurately very difficult. To
reduce this problem Pathfinder squadrons were created.

The creation of the Pathfinder force was a source of one of the bitterest arguments of the Second World War.
Initially the brainchild of Group Captain S O Bufton (a staff officer for whom Bomber Command's chief Arthur
"Bomber" Harris had special contempt), Harris thought an elite would breed rivalry and jealousy, and have an
adverse effect on morale. Sir Henry Tizard, advisor and one of the chief scientists supporting the war effort,
said, however, "I do not think the formation of a first XV at rugby union makes little boys play any less
enthusiastically."

Harris, however was forced to accept the idea. In order to minimise any adverse effects, Harris decided that
every Group would have its own pathfinders, but again a bitter argument ensued, and eventually Harris lost
and a separate group was formed: 8 Group, commanded by an Australian officer, Don Bennett, who was very
highly-regarded within the RAF.[1] However, Bennett was not the first choice — Harris opposed the first choice
of the Air Ministry, Basil Embry, the dashing young leader of 2 Group.

The Force was initially formed in August 1942 by creaming the best Squadrons from the existing Bomber
Command Groups to make up the 'Pathfinder Force' (PFF), a tactic that understandably did not go down too
well with the Group Commanders. Pathfinder Force (PFF) initially had no better tools than the rest of Bomber
Command, flying its fair share of Stirlings, Halifaxes, Lancasters and Wellingtons. When new aircraft, such as
the De Havilland Mosquito became available, PFF got the first ones, and then made good use of them by
equipping them with ever more sophisticated electronic equipment, such as Oboe, a highly accurate radio
navigation and bombing aid.

The United States Army Air Forces operated a similar force within the Eighth Air Force for "blind-bombing"
through overcast on daylight missions using H2X radar-equipped bombers, for which it also used the terms
"Pathfinder" and "PFF".

"Martin Norsic Info or pictures wanted"

Posted by Paul Renner on 9/16/2007, 11:27 pm

I am Marty Norsics grandson and am looking for any old photos of him you might share and any stories you
have to tell | would love to hear them.Post here or contact me at ####@aol.com or ring me at 863-393-3692
after 5 pm .| appreciate anything you can contribute and will cherish it and will share it with my family. Paul
Renner

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/17/2007, 4:25 pm, in reply to "Martin Norsic Info or pictures wanted"

Hi Paul ...

My immediate concern is ... trying to determine how familiar you are with this web site and/or are you just
wishing to "cut to the chase" and try to collect any and all photos and/or stories about your Grandfather's
WWII combat experiences with the 457th Bomb Group.

You are very fortunate that your grandfather was attached to 457th BG, 749th Bomb Squadron. Why? Because
of the comprehensive content of specific data of an event(s) that happened sixty-five years ago that is
compiled herein. So the question is ... what do you already know, that you've gleaned from researching this
web site or are you starting from scratch knowing only 2% about the aforementioned issue(s)?

Tell us what you do know and what you don't know ... about Flight Engineer and Top Turret Gunner, T/Sgt.
Martin Norsic.

Cheers,

Alan Morton

Posted by Alan Morton on 9/18/2007, 2:44 am, in reply to "Re: Martin Norsic Info or pictures wanted"



Well tonight, the same date | posted the above Message, | called Paul (in Florida) from California and discussed
my message simply because of my saying let's "cut to the chase." | asked Paul when he first saw the 457th BG
web site. His reply was ... "just yesterday -- was the first time."

Turns out that Paul's Grandfather former Flight Engineer T/Sgt. Martin Norsic, after service discharge returned
the Cleveland, Ohio and became a Policeman for the City of Cleveland. Martin had two sons and had pretty
well baptized them into model plane building, then building his own plane and teaching his two sons and
himself to fly. Martin Norsic moved up the line to Detective. He passed away in 1980.

| mentioned to Paul about the 457th BG Reunion scheduled for this coming November 1 through 4, 2007 at the
Hilton Garden Inn, 12 Via DeLuna Dr, Pensacola, Florida. AND ... the Reunion Group will visit the Pensacola
Naval Air Station and Museum.

Both of Norsic's adult sons (as well a Paul Renner) live in Florida. | suggested they attend the November
Reunion (and to be sure ... one of the three submit Martin Norsic's Obit to the Association Secretary ... so
Norsic's passing could be a part of the Religious Services at the Reunion in Pensacola, Florida.

| suggested to Paul he get together with his two uncles (Norsic's sons) and share the photos, medals, etc they
were given by their Mother with Paul AND to scan all same 457th BG photos for posting on this web site for
future generations to see.

| reminded Paul (and Uncles) to watch the PBS the WWII documentary series "THE WAR" starting this
September 23, 2007. Sunday evening at 8:00 PM. Check www.pbs.org/thewar

Posted by Daniel P Norsic on 12/17/2007, 11:22 pm, in reply to "Re: Martin Norsic Info or pictures wanted"
Martin Norsic was my Grandad and Martin Norsic the third is my father . My uncle Mike is his brother and they
have never moved from cleveland if you want a picture | will ask him to check out you web site. If you have any
guestions you can send me an e mail.

Posted by Paul on 12/18/2007, 8:28 pm, in reply to "Re: Martin Norsic Info or pictures wanted"

| spoke with Alan this afternoon and will try to get what pictures are here in Flordia scanned and put onto a
disc so he can put them on the website.l am glad to see you have a interest in our granfather cousin.He was
shot down in France and made it back to England hopped on a plane not long after and was back in the
fight.Tell everyone up there about this site it is a testamony to Grandpa and all the young men whom fought
with him and served this country with great courage not knowing their fate when they took off each time but
knowing they could change the outcome of the war fought on battlefields below.God Bless and lets dig up old
photos to help the site together.Paul

“Better Quicker & Cheaper”

Posted by Bob Collis on 11/23/2007, 5:44 pm
Can anyone elaborate on the date and details of the mid-air collision in which the above named 457BG B-17
lost most of the tail gunner's position ?

TIA
BC

Posted by Eric Brumby on 12/20/2007, 2:50 pm, in reply to “Better Quicker & Cheaper”

Bob Collis, sorry for late reply (my pc has been down)T/SGT RICHARD BARNES has written a book of his
experiences of his service with the 457 th in ww2, his book shows a photo on page 22 of the tail damage to
BETTER QUICKER&CHEAPER it was damaged on the24 th march 1945, the mission was to Hopsten jet a/fld he
doesn,t elaborate as to how the damage was done, |,m a little surprised that it was a mid air collision ,he
doesnt even hint at that which one would have thought he would!,perhaps someone else can shed more light
on what actualy happened!.Eric Brumby English 457 bg historian

Posted by Eric Brumby on 12/20/2007, 6:22 pm, in reply to “Better Quicker & Cheaper”

A/C 4339087 "BETTER QUICKER&CHEAPER" (749 SQD) Tail severly damaged on 24 march 1945 mission was to

hopsten airfield(ME262),A photo of the tail of the aircraft is in the book by T/sgt R Barnes THE HIGHER SIDE OF
WAR ,he was the flight engineer on the plane at the time, no exact details of how it got damaged, hope this is

of some help. E Brumby English Historian 457 bg



Posted by Willard Reese on 12/20/2007, 7:27 pm, in reply to "Re: "Better Quicker & Cheaper”
Message modified by board administrator 12/21/2007, 7:42 am
Is this the picture you saw?

Not all aircraft went down after a mid aid collision. We seem to have no other information on this website
except what appears on the photo. We do know this aircraft survived the war and returned to the US.

Hap
Link: http://www.457thbombgroup.org/Aircraft_pictures/43-39087_ Better_Quicker_&_ Cheaper 2 7-
35a.html

Posted by Alan Morton on 12/20/2007, 9:58 pm, in reply to "Re: "Better Quicker & Cheaper”

One of the most disconcerting features of flying Tail Gunner on a B-17 is the contortion the Gunner has to get
into in order to operate the twin 50 caliber machine guns. The first item you notice as you crawl back to the
Tail Gunner's position ... is a little wooden 1.5 inch thick object that resembles a bicycle seat without any
padding. The seat is suspended about 12 inches off the floor. Naturally the Gunner will be facing backwards.
He is an authority on knowing where the B-17 has been, but no idea where the A/C is going! His job is to
protect the Vertical and Horizontal Stabilizer Assemblies from attacking German Fighter Aircraft trying chew off
the entire Tail Assembly with cannon, rocket or machine gun fire. The attached photo depicts the damage to
the Aircraft's twin 50 caliber guns. Had the Tail Gunner's legs been forward (instead of tucked under him), he'd
be missing both of his legs and dead from loss of blood.

Now that bicycle seat! He's got to straddle over this seat and tuck his two legs under that wooden bicycle seat,
with his rear end sitting down on the seat for most of the mission over enemy
territory, say about six hours, of a 10 hour mission. It's holy hell.

Every so often you'll see a photo of the Lead Aircraft Crew standing ten men deep at Missions end. The Tail
Gunner position in the photo is filled by an Flying Officer Pilot rather than an enlisted man! Why? The Officers
job is to Observe the Mission Bomber Formation and inform the Air Commander sitting in the Co-Pilot's seat in
