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Dato 23 August 1944

FUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
P/W and X Detachment

¢
HEADQUARTERS :
s
Militery Intelligence Servico ¢

23 August 1944

E & E REPORT NO. 934
EVASION IN TRANCE

Thomas A MATASSA, T/0, T-2898 TARGET: BREST
(2 Missions)
750 Bomb Squadron, 457 Bomb Group MIA: 10 lugust 1944

Arrived in UK:
13 August 1944

FBERS OF CREW: (This information checked with PWIB)

PILOT 0-748253 24 Lt Gerald B ROSS RTD
cquII_JOT T-2823 /0 Samuel W SAYER RTD
B 0-720035 2d Lt Choster R TINGLE BaE 901
BOMBARDIER T-2898 /0 Thomas i MATASSA NARELTOR
RADIO OPER.TOR 15327541  Sgt Hulitt 0 KIRKHART &R 985
0P TURKET GUNMER 11026102 1/Sgt Canille H BLAIS TAR. 902
BALL TURKET GUNNER Sgt Thomas § MAULTSDY MIA
‘.:L_XI:iT GUNNER 33581949  Sgt Richord J DURDETT T&E 903
WAIST GUNNER 12081558  Sgt John L COLLINGS L&D 9dL
T/IL GUNNZIR 37554345  Sgt Carl /. 4DOLYSON B4 986
Mak over thc terget hit our number three enginc, and a fow
TLAK OVER nintes lator number four quit. OFf tho coast of DBrest tho pilot
T4ARGET took a heading inland and ordered me to sce that all the men had
bailod out. I roportcd tho ship clear and thon wont oub nysclf,
I juaped at 10,000 fect and pulled the ripeord at 5000.
I landed in o hay ficld. It was sovoral ninutes before I
rocovored ny wind, and by the time thot 1 had tokon off ny chute
I wms surroundod by Pronchrien who kopt repoeting "canmerade,." Thoy
TMMEDIATE AID lod me to a small houso where I mot a ran who could spoak a littlo
English. Trom there my journoy was arrangod.
Conpiled by Approved by
P [-zf)»f.{gzg ;_.Z» w AT
(/' JOHN I WHITE, W S HOLT
Capt, AC Lt Col, AC
Conmanding
APPENDIX "D"
1. .AIDS BOX: I used the Horlicks teblets, chocolate bar, matchos, adhosive tapo,
chowing gum, and corposs.
2. PURSE: I hod a rod purse. I used the raps and the compass, and turned in
all the French francs to American Intelligence Officers.
3. PHOTOGRAPHS: I had ninoe photogrophs but had no need for then,
4., LECTURES: I hoard my S-2 officer lecturc on evasion. Tho lecturcs woere holpful.
DISTRIBUTION:

B No Appendix "B"



CONFIDENTIAL
HEADQUARTERS
BEUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY
OFFICE OF THE A+ Cs OF 5., G-2

DATE: 14 August 1944

TO WilM IT MAY CONCERi$

1, IRVING A. STONB, 2nd Lt., 4C, 0-576420

HEREBY CERTIFY that I have lknown ond have bgen associated with

THOMAS A. MATASSA,F/0, AC, T-2898

prior to his being reported miscing in asction over enemy territorys
The person whose siznature and right thumb print appoar hercon ig the individual

referved to abovao.

S | e R
B

RIGHT THUMB PRINTS

The individual whose signature cnd right thumb print appeor hereon

hos been identified to the satisfection of this office as

THOMAS A, MATA

. 5. ERITY, SCLOIAL Aalin', Gy -0

CONFIDENTIAL



F/0 Vtasss 93
App. C.

P/0 Metassa came down on 10 August near St Gilles les Bois ( Cotes du Nord). He
was picked up at once by a number of Frenchmen who took him to the schoolmaster of
the villsge, a short, slight young men with & small moustache who could spesk Haglish
only haltingly. This men was taking Metassa to his home, but on the way they met
an automobile carrying a French flag in which were riding three men who wre F F I
brassards. One of these men spoke English fluently and was some sort of commissionaire
of public utilities, He told Metassa that the Maguis was rounding up the Germans in
the reg;im end that he had seen a convoy of American trucks in a town in the district.
They drove around the countryside looking for the rest of Metassa's crew but could
not find any trsce of them, Then they went into a town vhere they met five American
trucks snd a jeep under the command of & 2nd liedtenant from the Provost MarshalX of
the III Arnmy. Motassa went with this convoy to Montour where he met Col. John C.
Mechoneld, the Provost Marshal), Form here he was sent to the I®&:  XIX Tactical Wing
Advanced}{H Q where Col. Browm, the A 2, questioned him for unit and identity and took
him to see Gen, Patton and Gen. Gay who asked him for his whole story. Metassa was
then teken to IX &ir Force H. Q. Capt. Luris there gave him a security telk, cut orders
for him, and on 13 Mugust sent him to an air-strip whence he was flown to London,
He reported at 63 Brook St. on the evening of 13 August.
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HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OFuRATIONS
P/W and X Detachment
Military Intelligence Service

RE FOR SERVICL P@%
TNG FROL ENGLY OCCUPIE ITRIES

QUESTION,

TARGET 3 57

.(Hamé) e (Rark) (ASN) Date mission in actions/[ .

l {No, of missions) Date arrived in UKs_ /| .=

-y

Téquadron) (Group)

VEMBERS OF CREW:  (Please 1ist names next to positions) Tndioatc woad
happened to each man

and how you knows
PILOT “

CO~PILOT

L~

NAVIGATOR 7 “MET C lis7re o
BOMBARDIER

RADIO OPERATOR

TOP TURRET GUNNER
BALL TURRET GUNNER
WAIST GUNMER 5.

WAIST GUNNER o'« 000 /] 2

TATL GUNNER

Decorations: .

Date of Birth: 12 S AN

Private fddress: "3 b AR T O LA L k2 L DALE
Length of Service: 72 7/
Job as Civilian:

From what field did you take off? Take off ¥ime, ~

Were all secret pepers and equipment destroyed? '/

Were you wounded? Give details,

Did you pay your guides? If so, how much?

Do you speak FRENCH? /, SPANISH? ' GERMAN? '/ TIALIAN? /) OTER LANGUAGE?

Did you have identity pa.pers?

(over)






e |

SECREZ

HisDQUARTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OFZR.ATIONS
P/W and X Detachnent
Military Intelligence Service

&

REPORT FOR THE ADJUT.NT GENERAL'S OFFICE

(Tewms ) | (Renk) ) (Date)

—— # l.‘n .{l- . J - .
> (Unit) _

e PRESANT
MEMBZRS OF CREW OFFICIAL ST.TUS

PILOT
CO-EILOT
NAVIGATOR
BOMBARDIIR

RADIO OPERATOR
TOP TURRET GUNNER
BALL TURRET GUNNER
WAIST GUNNER
WAIST GUNNER

TAIL GUNNER

Date, time and approximate location of plane crash or landing, /00U~ 9

_ Nature end extent of damage to plane when scurce beiled out,, Was it on firc, eteo?

e I
| v R ey

At approximately what altitude did source bail out? 17 00l = o

Were any of the crew injured or killed before the pland crashed? )
|

What menbers of the crow beiled out? Did their parachutcs open? e

Did the plane explode on striking the ground? °/

Did source see any other rembers of the crew cead or alive after reaching the zround?

—

Did he receive any information from othors as o whether sny other merbers of The crew
were dead or alive? If so, give details furnished by his informent and whelhor the
other crew merbers were identified by name or otherwise.

Did source examine the wreckage of the plame? If so, what was its condition?

If the plane crashed in water how far was the plane from lend and by what necis was
source rescued and what life rafts, wrockage, ctC., rempined on the surface thab
would have assisted other personnel to keep afloat, ——

=

¥hat is source's opinion as to the fate of the other crew members and his reason for
his opinion? A sl _ _ _ s :
I e L { £ i > F A o -l e






HEADQUARTERS .
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OFERATIONS

P/ and X Detachment
Military Intelligence GService

E & B RERPORT NO, 93l

BV.SICN IN __ FRANCE
(Date)
Thomas A MATASSA, F/0, $-2898
(Name) = (Renk) (ASN) '
TARGET: Brest
2 missions MIA: y August 1944

- (Number of Missions) Arrived in UK:

1 13 August 1944

750 Bomb Squadron, 457 Bomb Group i
(8quadron) (Group)

THEELS OF CRoW:  (Ihis infrrmation ohecked With DWIB)
0

fficial Nerrators
ey 0-748253 2d It GCerald B PSS B i m%i-"‘li?-”‘:rj“%"“
CO-PILOT T-2823 F/O  Samuel'W SAYER At T T
NAVIGATOR ® 72002554 14 Chester R TINGLE b & EV9E)
BOMBARDIVR T-2898 F/O  Thomas A MATASSA - NARRATOR |
RADIO OPERATOR 15722764/ sgt ~ Hulitt O KIRKHART waw £V EFTES
TOP TURRET GUNNER ))02(/ 072 1/Sgt Cemille H BLATS WRAESEHICL
Bl TURHET GUNNER < ~  Sgt  Thomas S MAULTSBY MIA
WAIST GUNNER 2388 ? 49 Sgt  Richard J EURDETT W v £#TE3
AT GUNNR 50/ f Seb  Jomn L corLINgs wan v EFTY

TAIL GUNIER " 7;6//3%)/ Sgt

dere you wounded?

Carl A ADOLFSON

ISR P L # 6



F/0 METASSA

FLAK OVER
TARGET

of Brest 't.he p:.lot took a hes.d:.ng inland end ordered me to see that a.ll the men
had bailed out. I reported the ship clear and then went out myself, I jumped

at 10,000 feet and pulled the ripcord at 5000, after—whiehI-sew-thepianme—go

I landed in Ef"f:l_eld ef—lny It wes several minutes before I recovered my
wind, and by the time thet I had taken off my chute E22ACRS#& I wes surrounded
DMMEDIATE by Frenchmen who kept repeating "cameradé®; They led me &b down—lenes t0 a small
AID house where I met a men vho could spesk a little English., From there my journey
was arranged,

AFP. B,
No, military :Lnformatlon.



F/0 Metassa
fpp. D

Aids Box: I used the Horlicks tablets, chocolate bar, matches, adhesive ta.pa, chewing
gum, and compass.
Purse: I had a red purse. I used the maps and the compass,and turned in Z44 all
the French francs to #merican Intelligence Officers.,
Photographs: I had nine photographs but had no need for them.

Lectures: I heard my S 2 officer lecture afi evasion, The lectures were helpful,
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
5 The Adjutant General’s Office
£3 Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 48) OB-5-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943
SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in G ion with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
3 Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.
TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;

Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Burean of Public Reiations.

1. Publication or communieation to any unuuthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in

a nentral country, or relesse from internment not only furnighes usefnl information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future i and
releases.

2. Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chiof of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any t of or ion of cap from v or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral conntry either before or after repatriation. They will be held strietly responsible for all statements
eontained in ications to friends which may sub tly be published in the press or otherwise,

8. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be inter 1 on the eir of their experi in ion or internment except by

the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are suthorized to interrogate on eseape, evagion and internment matters,

4. Should the services of escaped prizoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations,

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instrueting all evaders, eseapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 883.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-3-B-M, T November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Ci ion with E 1 Pri of War
and other previous instruetions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your eseape or your evasion from eapi;nre would be nseful to the enomy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

2. a  You must therefore not disclose;, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 5., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you eseaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed,
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
i You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodieals or in broadeasts or in leetures.
«  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in letters or in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par, 4.
e  Nolectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the

theater.
GERTIFIGATE
I have read the above and certify that 1 will comply with it.
1 understand that any information ning my pie OF ion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 5., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organizstion in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. 1 und d that disel to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

: ﬂ g’m
Rank Fé ................ ssn IR vatd . LY A IS4 44
o 57 Lok 3% 750 ot 5P v

AG P BR HQ SO 22472

RESTRICTED



SECRSET

APPENDIX "D" TQ E AND I RESORT NOs

No., Rank, Name;- L/ TAIOLIAS A A

Unit;=

¥ 4
W
0

Suggestions for lLimrovenent of escape ecuipment end trainiﬁg coc largely fron
‘those who meke use of them. Your report and comrents will hilp othears to evade
ceplure or to cscape,

1, LIDB BOX
g, Did you use your aids box? .«
be If not, why?

c. If you used it, stetc briefly the circumstmnces in :f1ich you used each item, -
Ffor cxapple, "Whilc hiding in woods for two nights®. :

Horlicks teblets. Pl e e SISO
Chocolate or Peanut Dur,— |-
SIWIR(TBE) .~ X )
Denzadrine tablets (fatigue).
Helezone tablets (water purificr). o
Matches, _ | V& axid
AdneBive t2pc.
Chewing 'gv;ml.
Veter boutle,
Corpass,
Sowing kit |
d, Diditny of thu chove lteus ;_ofovc unsatisfactory?

¢, How did you finally dispoa'e of the box?

¢, “Cen ‘;;rcu a‘.tugg{.st any way in which the contonts of the aids box might be chenged to

mke it of greater use, beoring in mind thot thesize of it ccrmot be largor?

2 ﬂ 2SE
Q. id you carry & P\J.Il&e? ed . f
' g;atbc: color of stripes amd ‘lettcrs. M, ﬁifﬂ
T# NOT, Stete why not, i

be Did you usc the purse? V

(over)
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CO’”F.”,’I’:’?LJT’!AL

HEADQUARTEAS ' g
EURCPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS .
UNITED STATES ARMY {f;;:;;f§ &
QFFICE OF THE A. C. OF 8., G-2

TO WiV IT MAY CONCERIS

I, _ _IBVING 4, STONE, 2nd 14., AC. O=3576420

HEREBY CERTIFY that I have known ond have Been agsociated with

prior to his being reported miossing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose signature and right thumb print appeer hercon is the individual

referred to abhove.

el e

RIGHT THUMB PRINTS

The individual whose signature snd right thumb print appcer hereon

has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as

- SPEOIAL AGENT, C.I.C.
P. 8. VERE'Y,
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